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BOOK XIU. 

Tb4ri it a lufl in man na charm can tamt, 
OfUudty pubii/hing bis ntighbnr'j Jhamt : 
On tagles uiings immtrtalfcandahfiy, 
vS^^ y^f'^P"' o^'^if art iut iirn finddi/. 

Hakv. Juv, 

^ OTHING more plainly fliewg. 

» a weak and degenerate mind, 

P ihan takingadelighthiwhifffer- 

% ing about every idle (lory we are 

h told to the prejudice of our 

■ neighbours : cbia is a fault 

* charged more generally on our 

fex than the other ; and I am forry to fay, with 

but toomuchjuftice. Some will have it, that this 

unlucky propenfity in us proceeds from a greater 

fliare of envy and malice in our natures ; others, 

lefs feverc.afcribe it meerly to a want of Tomething 

elfe wherewith to employ ourfelves. This latter 

is certainly the moii true, becaufc we often find 

women, who in no other refpefl can he accufed of 

ill-nature, yet takea prodi lious pleafurc in report- 

A "} ins 
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ing every little fcandal they hear, even though it 
be of perfons whom they have neither any quarrel 
s^ainft, nor can any way be fuppofed to cnvyj 

'But* this motive, tho' le6 criminal, iseiqually 
ffta'hicfij i and ought to-make every woman bliim' 
when about to repeat the little affairs of perfons 
with whom {he ha^ no manner of , concern, to 
think fhe finds an incapacity in herfelf of attend^ 
ing to thofe of her own, and -which, it is not to 
be^doubted, Aand in fufficient need of regulation. 

I HAVE feen a fine lady, who has been funk, 
as it were, in luilittide', half dying with the va« 
pours, and in fuch a lethargy, both of mind and 
body, that it feemed painful to her even to drawl 
out a word, or lift up a finger ; yet this infenfible 
to all thihgs elfe, has no (boner heard of fome new 
intrigue, no matter whether true 01* falfe, or be- 
tween perfons of her acquair^tance, or thofe fhe 
only knew the names of, than all the luftre has 
returned into her eyes, fmiles have dimpled her 
cheeks and (he has immediately ftarted up, called 
in a hurry to be drcfled, ordered her coach, and 
almoft killed a pair of horfes in galloping round 
the town with this intelligence. 

So great is the vanity fome people have of being 
thought to be the firft in hearing any piece of 
news, that to it they will facrifice all confidera* 
t ons whatever, or rather confidcration is itfelf ab«- 
fjrbed in this ridiculous ambition*— An ambition^ 
did I call it? — of what?— of being a tale- 
bearer! — a goffip ! — a lover of raking into 
filth! — Shameful charaSer, even to the Toweft 
bred, much more fo for a woman of quality and 
condition ! None, I believe, will be willing to 

acknow- 
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acknoMdedge it their own, but toainafty giye fub* 
ffantial proofs that it is fo. 

I Wi&L havo the- chanter to fuppofe that fpnie 
are even ignorant theqifelyes, that they have this 
vice in their compofition ; but then I muft beg 
leave to a(k them, why they are fo f-^Has an ex« 
amination into one« own heart never beenrecom* 
mended ? — Nay, has it not often been enjoined 
as the firft and greateft ft^y of our lives f-<— Is it 
not a ftudy which the meanest, as well as the 
bighefl ranjc of people hzv^ it in their power to 
attend taf And is it not equally neceflary to both ? 
—All have not a ftock of good-^nature to enable 
theoa to treat their fellow- creatures with that ten« 
demefs required of us both by divine and human 
inHitutions ; we ought therefore to fupply that 
d^ficieiicy by principle, which can only flow from, 
reafon and recoUeSion* 

Wh e n e V £ r we hear any invidious refl^d ions 
cafl: upon a perfon, is it too much trouble for us 
juft to think that there may be a pofllbility of their 
being falfe ; or fuppofing them too true, that ic is 
none of our buftnoirs to cenfure or condemn their 
faults, even in our own breaft, much lefs to give 
the liberty to others to do fo by farvouring the fcan- 
dil by our report i 

Cruel in us it is to infult the weaknefles of 
human nature, but mod bafe and unjufl to accufe 
where there is no real matter for accufation, as is 
very of^en the cale.-— Thofe who are fond of in- 
telligence of this kind, fliould, whenever ihey bear 
any, put thisqueiiion to their judgment. May not 
thife pe&pU utt me this onpurpofe to amufe me^ and 
becaufe they think it pleafss me ?— Of this here is 
^more than a probability ; many a fair reputation 

A 4 has 
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has been blaifted, meerly by the folly I have men- 
tioned, of having fomething new to fay, or thro* 
a mean defign in the reporters, of ingratiating 
themTelves with fome perfon, who, to bis or her 
fiiame, was known to delight in fcandal. 

Would every one refolve to give no ear to 
informations of this nature, how Toon they would 
drop ! — It is by encouragement that ilories, de- 
rogatory to the honour of the perfons mentioned^ 
gather ilrength ; and in my opinion, thofe who 
give attentioa to them, are equally culpable with 
the relators. — What then muft it be to repeat 
them ? to take pleafure in founding the trumpet 
of infamy, and exulting at their fallen virtue^ we 
ihould rather commiferate, and ufe our beft en- 
deavours to retrieve i — O there are no words to 
paint a difpofition fo barbarous, (6 inconfiftent. 
with the charadler of womanhood ! 

There are fome^who are polTefled of a notion, 
falfe and abfurd as it is, that the deftru£lion of 
other peoples reputation is the building up of their 
own $ — that whatever good qualities they have, 
or would be thought to have, will be rendered 
more confpicuous, by throwing a (hade over thofe 
of every body cl/e : — but this is fo far from an- 
fwering the purpofe aimed at by it, that it often 
gives the hearers a fufpicion that the woman, 
who is fo fond of expatiating on the faults and 
follies of her neighbour, does it only with a view 
of drawing oiF any attention to her own ; nor arc 
they always miflaken who judge in this manner 
of detraction* 

But fuppofing the fubje£l of our ridicule be 
ever fo juft, that the errors we condemn are fo ob- 
vious, that tbqre is not the leaft room to doubt of 

them» 
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them, are not we certain, alas, that fuch errors 
will infallibly draw on the guilty head a train of 
misfortunes, which ought rather to excite our 
pity than our mirth I 

Beside s, tho* we may be acouamted with tbt 
fault, we feldom can-be fo with tne circumftances 
by which the perfon has been, perhaps, enfnared 
into tt , and it often happens, that while we are 
raiting at them for it, a fecret convi£lion may 
have reached their hearts ^ they may judge them- 
felves with the fame feverity we do, and refolve 
to atone for their pad behaviour by the greateft 
regularity of future condu£l. How inhuman is ic 
then to expofe fuch a one, and, it is ten to one^ 
difappoint all their good intentions by fo doing ; 
fince nothing is more common, than when a wo- 
man finds her reputation intirely ruined by the dif- 
covery of one fault, (he makes no fcruple to com- 
mit more, as {he cannot fuffer more than ihe 
ha? already done ! — All fenfe of (hame grows 
dead within her^ and flie thinks (he has nothing 
to do but go on in defiance ofHhe world, and de- 
fpffe the cenfures ihe had it not in her power to 
fil ence. 

In fine^ there is no circumftance whatever 
which can juftify one perfon in vilifying the cha* 
rafter of another ; and as I believe it is more often 
done through a certain wantonnefsof the tongue^ 
than any propenfe malice in the mind^ 1 would 
have every one, who find in themfelves an incli- 
nation that way ^ to keep in memory Shakefpear*^ 
iefle£iion upon it. 

Good name in man or woman^ 
h the immediate jewel of thtir fouls : 

A 5 . Wh9 
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TFhoJleals my purfe^Jteats trajh : Uisfimethlng^ 

nothing ; 
' 'Twas mine, *tis his ; and has been Jtave U 

thoufands* 
But he that filches from me my goad name^ 
Robs me of that which not enriches hrm^ 
Arid makes me poor indeed* 

CuRipsiTY is the parent of this vice; if we 
were wot eager to pry into the affairs of others, it 
ivould be impoffible for us to know fo much of 
them as we do : — the pailion for finding out fe- 
crets, is in reality fo predominant in moft of us, 
that it requires a vefy great fund of good fenfe 
and confidcration, to enable us to fabdue it : yet 
if we remember how fevere the men are upon our 
fcx on account of this weaknefs, we fliould not, 
methinks, grudge taking a little pains to fliew it rs 
in our power to diveft'ourfeives of it. 

Will the knowledge of what other people do, 
rtiake us wifcr or happier ? — Yes^ fome will an- 
fwer, we may profit by taking example by the good 
ceconomy of fome ^ and take warning by the miftakes 
tf others^ not to fall into the fame. 

This argument might be of fome weight, in- 
deed, were there no written examples of both for 
our dlreftion \ but, thank Heaven, th«y are nu- 
Aierous of the firft fort, and are to be found much 
cafier in hiflory, than in prcfent obfcrvatiom In 
an age where vice and folly fliine with fo much 
luftrej- the virtuous and the wife chufe to fit irt 
the (hade rather than expofe thcmfclves to the in- 
fluence of too warm a fun ; their aftions there- 
fore muft be Icfs confpicuou', and confequently 
can ferve as a pattern but to a few ; and as Tor 
others, if the monitor*within our own bofom fails 

to 
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to admoaifli us we are doing wrong, no examples 
from without will have fufficient emcacjr to pre- 
vent us from falling into the very errors we con* 
demn in others. 

Curiosity , therefore, on this fcore has a very 
fiender excufe, and they who make it but deceive 
tbemfelves ; nor have we any real motive for be- 
iftg Cbllicitous in our enquires after things no way 
relating to us, but to gratify that idiie vanity of 
reporting tfaem, and attain the reputation of being 
one whom nothing can eicape. 

The men too, however they may condemn it 
in us, are not altogether free from this foible ; 
•*- efpecialiy tliofe among them who affe£) to be 
great politicians : -— fome, if they happen to get 
a fecret, can neither eat nor fleep till they have 
communicated it to as many as they know ; and 
diofe who pafs for more wife and prudent, tho' they 
declare it not in words, cannot help, on any talk 
of the affair, giving ftgniikant (hrugs, nods, winks, 
fmiles, and a thoufand indications, that they knomr 
more than they think proper to fpeak : — - how do 
men of thiscaft haunt the levees of the great, the 
lobby, the court of requefis, think ihcy read mean- 
ings in the looks of every fyce they fee there, and 
if they chance to hear a word itipaffantj compli« 
ment their own penetration with having difco« 
vered wonders from a ilngle fentence ; then run 
from coffee^houfe to coffee- boufe, and with a fo» 
lemn countenance whifper the imaginary fecret, 
from one Co another quite round the room* 

But thcfc male gofSps, have been fufSciently 
expofed already, and I (houM not have made any 
mention of them, but to take off fome part of the 

A 6 edge 
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edge of that raillery they are fo ready to treat our 
fex with on this ocaafion. 

The beft way, however, is for us to give them 
no pretence for it ; and I think nothing can 'be 
lefs difficult, if we would once ferioufly fet about 
it, and refledl how much we lay ourfelves open 
to cenfure, while we,are expofing others :-— how^ 
natural is it for people to return in kind an injury 
of this fort ! and that even if they ibould be left 
fevere than we in reafon can expedi, yet we are 
certain, of incurring the character of a malicious 
perfon from as many as hear us. 

It is ftrange, methinks, that this wide world, 
and all the various fcenes which the hand of the 
Creator has fo botinteoufly fcatter^ d through the 
whole, can aiFord no matter of converfation to 
an intelligent being, without having recourfe to 
degradti>g the moft exquifite and perfeS of his 
works, at leaft of all that nature prefents us with 
i)eneath the moon, or that we are able to difco- 
vQi with mortal eyes I 

Th e Turis maintain that women have no fouls, 
and there are not wanting fome among Chrifiians 
who lean to that opinion : how mean is it, there- 
fore, in us to give. an V room for arguments fo un- 
worthy and difgracehil-to ourfelves, by behaving 
as if we were incapable of thought and reflexion, 
which are indeed the eifence of the foul ! 

Th b ufe of fpeecb was given us to communi. 
cate fuch things, as reafon and judgment fuppiy 
us with from the fiorehoufe of the mind, for the 
mutual improvement of each other ; let us not 
then convert this noble benefit to purpofes fo con- 
trary to the intention of the giver ;— let not the 

tongue^ 
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tongue, inftead of difplaying talents not inferior 
to the other fcx, be employed in'lcffening the dig- 
nity of our fpecies by defamation and evil-fpeak* 
ing. ■*— What faults we find among ourfelves, it 
is certainly our bufmefs to conceal and palliate as 
much as poffible ; the men are but too quick* 
lighted to our prejudice, and while they call us 
angels, are ready enough to think us of the num- 
ber of the fallen ones. 

But as I have before obferred, the number of 
thofe who through envy and malice make, or re< 
peat fcandalous uories, is fmall in comparifon with 
thofe who do it meerly becaufe they find it pleafes 
others, or for the want of any thing elfe to fay ; 
it obliges me to return to my old argument, of 
the neceflity there is for us to have a little retro- 
fpe£t into ourfelves, and never lofpeak^ any more 
than ro da^ any thing of moment without having 
well deliberated on what may be the confequence» 

The flighted afperfion^ or even an ambiguous 
bint, thrown out before perfons who. may make 
a cruel advantage of it, is liable to be improved 
into the blackeii tale, and frequently has been 
fo to the utter ruin both of character and fortune^ 
— the fails of ill- report are fwelled by every 
breath of hate^ detradion, and envy ; even vain 
furmifes help to waft the envenomed loading, 
till it reaches belief, where moft it will be fatai» 
potibningall love, all tendernefs, all refpeft^ be- 
tween the deareft friends or relations. 

What irreconciUble jars has fometimes one 
rafli word occaG >ned !— •what unhappy differences 
have arofe, what endlefs jeaioufies have been exci* 
ted) only to gratify Chefpleen or inconfidciate folly 
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of tbofe who make or find fotne matter that will 
hear an ill conAru^km ! 

What fays the old poet Bromi oa this.occa- 
Hon? 

O reputati$n^ darling pridi cfhpfumr ! 
Bright Jletting glan I th^u idol $f an A*icr / 
How in an injlant is thy luftrt tarnijh^d ! 
Not innocence it f elf has power to Jhield thee 
From the black Jieam detraffi^n iffues fertb : 
SoiPdby each breath ^ffoily \ words unmeant 
To reach iby chry/ial Jphere^ oft darken it^ 
Enveloping in mijiy vapours^ virtue^ s crown : 
Rend* ring thy title dubious y ifnoi/al/e^ 
3V eyes of day which fee nut thrwgb the cksedi. 

^ In another place this author purAies the fame 
tbeme^ though with diflFeretit thoMghts and ex* 
preffions, 

Qeod name^ thou tender bud bf edrfy Jpring f 
How would* Ji thou fiouriftf^ how Jbooi forth thy 

bloffomsy 
Did no ketn blajis Jhrivel thy opening fweets ! 
But e* er thy fummer comesy haw^ten blighted 
By cruel winds ^ and an inclement feafen ! 
All thatjhould charm the worlds bring praife t$ 

thee* 
Driven back into tbyftlf — thy f elf alone ^ 
Con/cious of what thou art \ and man unble/f 
fVith thy expeHed fruits* 

I CANNOT help here quoting another poef, 
who very emphatically complains of the fcverity 
of the world in point of fame. 

Hew 
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■ Hnv vain is virtue ^ which dirges our ways 
through artain dangers to uncertain praife: 
Barren and airy name ! Thee fortune Jiies 
With thy lean train the pious and the wife^ 
Heaven takes thee at thy word without regard^ 
And lets thee poorly he thy own rewards 

But it is altogether needlefs to bring authori- 
ties to prove how ineftimablea jewel reputation 19^ 
and how manifold a wickednefs and cruelty all at- 
tempts to deprive tts pfithave ever been account-' 
ed : — the moil commoti capacity fees into it ;«» 
the thing fpeaks for itfelf^ and nature and fellow- 
feeling convince us above argument. 

Why do we then fo wantonly fport with the 
mofl ferious things in life ?— a thing, in which con- 
fifts the greateft happinefs or mifery of theperfoti 
concerned ? -^What fhadow of an excufc is there 
for prejudicing another, in a matter which can 
afford no manner of benefit to ourfelves ; but, on 
the contrary, renders us obnoxbus to all civil and 
reafonable fociety ? 

• Weri this error only to be found where there 
is a defcd in the underftanding, it would not fo 
much excite our wonder ; but I am troubled ta 
fay, that there are pcrfons of the beft fcnfe in 
other refpe£fe, who fufFer themfelves to fall into 
It, through the inftigation of fome favourite paf- 
fion, not fufficientJy reftrained by thofc who had 
the care of them in their early years, and which 
they are afterwards too proud, or too indolent, to 
make any efforts to combat with* 

The mifchiefs occafioned by a tongue delight- 
ing in Icandal) are too well known to ftand in 

need of my repeating «ny examples j yet 1 cannot 

forbear 
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forbear giving my readers a very recent one, 
which has fomething in it more than ordinary 
particular. 

PHILAMOUR and Zimme^ were looked 
upon as a very happy and agreeable pair : they had 
been married about three or four months, and 
there feemed not the leaft abatement of their iirft 
bridal fondnefs, when Jriana, one of thofe gay. 
inconfideraCe ladies I have been defcribing, came 
to vifit Zinicne^ big with a fecret fhe had juft 
difcovered. 

Some bufy-body, it feem)?, bad informed her 
that Sophronia^ a great pretender to virtue, had a 
private rendezvous with a young gentleman at a. 
certain houfe where mafquerade- habits are fold^ 
or hired out occafionally ; — that they met twicel 
every week thexe^ had always a iaxe collation^ 
and never parted till late at night* 

JRJy1N/f?k{[urc6 Zimene^ that her intelligence 
was undoubted ; — that Sophronia^ as much a 
prude as (he was^ had certainly an intrigue ; and 
concluded with faying, it would be a charming 
thing if they could find out the perfon who made- 
aconqtieft of that heart, which pretended to be 
ib impregnable* 

ZIMENE was no lefs curious, and they pre- 
fently began to contrive, together what means 
would be moft likely to fucceed \ at length they 
pitched upon one which indeed carried with it a 
good deal of probabih'ty, and, in reality, anfwered 
the end propofed by it» 

ARIANA, as leaft known in that part of the 
town where the aiTi^nation was kept, went and 

took 
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took a lod^ng in the houfe, as for a friend of 
her*s, who was cxpe^Ud very (bortly in town : 
after baviag made the agreement, (he called two 
or three times in a day, under the pretence of fee- 
ing every thing in order ; the extravagant rent 
that was to be paid excufed the continual trouble 
flie gave the people ; but to render it lefs fo, (be 
treated them whenever (be came with tea, wine, 
and fweetmeats :— at laft, (he perceived they 
appeared in fomewhat an unufual hurry ; great 
running up and down ftairs was heard, and (he 
found that fires were lighted in the apartment over 
that (he had taken : — (he feemed, however, not 
to obferve any thing of this, but fi;epp::d privately 
out, and fent her footman, who was always in 
waiting at the end of the ilreet, to let Zimem 
know that (be found the lovers were expe£led« 

Th £ other rejoiced at receiving thefummons, 
and exwited within her fe^ifs|J^ of RMf^^^ .,^< 
• (hould have of retorting onSbphroma Tom^ oitter ' 
jefts (be had formerly pafTed on her. 

In fine^ (became muffled up, as if jufl arrived 
in town, and excufed her having no fervants with 
her, under the pretence that (he^ iiad left them 
with her baggage, which (be faid was not ex* . 
pe6led till two or three days after* 

. The people of the houfe gave themfelves no 
trouble to coniider the probability of all this ; they 
doubted not but whjitever was the motive of her 
coming to lodge with them, it would turn to their 
advantage in the end ; and, perhaps, were not 
without fome conjecture that one or both thefe 
ladies had their favourites to meet as well as So* 
phrma. 

The 
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TiHB two fair fpics, however, having ordered 
thzt fupper (hould not he got readf for them till 
teno'clock^ fliut themfelves into their apartment, 
as though Z/W»^ wanted to take fome repofe tilt 
that time after the fatigue of her journey ; but, 
indeed, to prevent any fufpicion of their defign, 
which might have made thofe whom they came 
to obferve more cautious. 

Being left to themfelves, Ariana put out the 
lights and having opened one of the windows in 
the dining-room very foftly, watched there to fee 
who came in, while Zimene took her poft at the 
bed-chamber door, which opening juftagainft the 
ftair*cafe, {he could, with all the cafe in the 
world, fee through the key-hole every one who 
palled either up or down. 

It was not long before Ariana perceived a 
diair with the curtains clofe drawn^ ftop at the 
door, and come into the entry, and Zimene plainly 
faw the face of Sophrmia by the light that hung 
on the ftair-cafe : — both were now fatisfied that 
the intelligence Araina had received was true, 
and were not a little impatient for the arrival of 
the happy gentleman, which would compleat the 
difcovery, and enable them to fpread the ftory, 
with all its ciroumftances, through the town. A 
few minutes put an end to their fufpehce; which, 
h >wever uneafy fuch a fituation may be in fome 
cafes, was a heaven to that diftradion, which \vk 
this, the cruel certainty produced in one of them. 

« 

A RI AN A hzving feen a fecond chair come in, 
with the fame privacy as the former, quitted the 
window, and ran to the peeping*^ace Zimene 
had all this time occupied, which, however, was 
large enough for them both to fee through. 

But, 
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But, good heaven! the confhrnatFon they 
were in when Philamour (for it was he) appeared ! 
— The wife couki fcarce believe her cjrcs, and 
ttirning to Jtrkma^ cried, IVho^ is it?— -It canmt 
be my hujiand ! — Dtar creature, eafe mi of my 
tortures and convince me- 1 am miftaken. ^^1 votjh 
Icould^ replied Artana^ almoft as much amazed, 
hut the perfon we fmv fofs^ is too furely the ferfi* 
dious Philamour \ 

Okb cannot be very certain whether this lady 
was really fo much troubled at the injuftice done 
to her friend as this expreffion feemed to fignify j 
people of her difpofu ion. being glad of any thing 
to afford matter of converfation, even though it 
were to the prejudice of thofe they moft pretend 
tb efleena. 

I wn B L not fay, this waf Jireftly the cafe with 
^r/^T«^, but inftead of rcafoning with TUmenej 
and pcrfwading her to moderation in fo tabbing 
7t circumftance, ihe orAilted nothing that flie 
thought would exaggerate the crime of her huf- 
band, and confequently heighten her indignation 
agajnft him : — nay, flie was even for having her 
apply to a juftice of the peace, and expofc So^ 
pbrania by thofe methods, which the lowcfl and 
moft a6je£t people take to revenge themfelves, 
when mjttred in the manner it was plain fhe was. 

But though the other had too much good 
ienfe to come into any fuch meafures, as only' 
ftrvc to make diverfion for the rabble, yet fee 
had not a ftiffieient (hare to enable her to bear 
her wrongs with that patieitce which was necefTary 
tQ make PhHameur aflnmed -of what he had done : 
*— fee no fooner found that fupper was carried 
up than fee followed the perfon quick enough to 

prevent 
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prevent the door being fliut ; — ihe flew at 89* 
phroniay attempted to tear her hair and head- 
clothes, and would certainly have treated her pretty 
fevefely, had not Philemour^ confounded as he 
was, ilepped between with thefe words : — No^ 
ntadamy cried he, whatever may he your imagina* 
iionsy or whatever appearances may feem t^ be againji 
me^ I cannot fuffer you to he guilty of a rudenefs 
which I am fur e your cooler thoughts will condemn^ 

He was about to add fomething n>ore^ when 
file, turning from her rival, plucked off his wig- 
and threw it into the fire, — Monfter ! Villian ! 
faid (he, every thing is jufiified by injuries like- 
mine* 

She rpit at him, — (he ftamped upon the 
floor, and behaved in all her words and a£liont 
like a woman utterly deprived of reafon : «- 5^- 






j apprenennon5 aha pifhaps remorie, thai 
(he fell into a fwoon : — Philamour feeing her in 
that condition, could be retrained by no confide- 
rations from running to fupport her ; which 
a£lion aggravating the fury Zimene before was in, 
ifae fnatched his iword which lay in the window, 
and had doubtlefs committed fome deed of defpe- 
ration on one or both of them, if Ariana^ who 
had followed her up flairs, had not catched hold 
of her arm. 

The confufed noife among them foon brought 
up the people of the-houfe, who eafdy perceiving 
the occafion of it, got ^^^^r^m^ out of the reom \^ 
after which the husband and wife continued a diG- 

k 

pute, in which the latter bad the better in every 
thing. 
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PHILAMOUR^ at firft, would fain have per- 
fuaded her that he came not to meet Sophronia 
on his own account, but on that of a friend ; who 
having an honourable paffion for her» and by an 
unforefeen accident was prevented that evening 
from coming himfelf, and had intreated him to 
make his excufe. — But this was a pretence too 
(hallow to deceive Zimenty and was befides con* 
tradi£ted by Ariana^ who told him that he could 
not come in that private manner twice every week 
on the fcbre of a third perfon» 

In fine, no fubterfuge ferving his purpofe, he 
at laft threw off all evafion, exerted the husband, 
and threw the blame of every thing on Ziment : -— 
he told her, though with the leaft foundation in 
truth, that he had always perceived her of an in- 
quifitive jealous nature, and that whatever had 
happened between him and the lady in queftion, 
was only out of a principle of revenge j adding, 
•that when a wife gave herfelf up to jealoufy, and 
(hewed a want of confidence, there could be no 
abufe of it, nor any obligation on the hufband to 
' put the leaft reftraint upon his pleafures. 

This refleftion,*'as well It' might, becaufe both 
cruel and unjuft, beigbtned the agitations fhe be- 
jfore was in to fuch a degree, ^s it is fearce pof- 
' fible to dOnceive, much lefs to give any defcrip- 
tion of ;^rhi^ attempting to evade her accufa- 
tions,and cover his falfhood, was provoking to her 
good fenfe, his avowing his crime was much more 
jo to her pride $ as the poet fays, 

<> 
Rage has n9 hounds InJHghud womankind* 

But he ftaid not long to fee the efFefls of it, 
af^d flung out of the room, leaving her to a6^ as 
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{he thought fit in the -a&k. The woman of the 
houfe fearing fome ill confequcnce to herfelf from 
this adventure, fpared neither oaths nor impreca- 
tions to vM^^Zimene believe {he was wholly in* 
nocent : — that {he knew not but the gentleman 
and lady were man and wife :><— >that they bad to)d 
her they were privately married, but on the a«« 
count of relatiofB were obliged to conceal it* 

ZlMENEMx\t regarded all {he faid on this 
fcore ; and as there was a poffibility of its being 
true, offered not to contradict it : Ariana went 
home with her, and hay with her that niehr, for 
{he was refolved to fleep no more by the irae of.a 
man, who had not only wronged her in the moil 
tender point, but, as {he imagined, had added in- 
fult to deceit, by taking fo little pafnsto alleviate 
his tranfgreflion, or obtain forgivenefs :<— i// has 
never once vouchfafed to ajk my pardon^ cried {he, 
in the utmoft agony of fpirit ; — i&^ defpifes^ ««- 
Jets my juft rage ct nothings and I bate bimfer 
ibaty even snore tbanfor bisfaljhood. 

It is to be ruppofed.{be fufFered Ariana to take 
but little repofe that night ; too fmall a punifCi- 
moit, indeed, 'for that inquifitive talking humour 
which had occafioned all this confuilon* All the 
/hours till morning were employed in confulting in 
what manner would befl became Zimene to be- 
have in fo unhappy- a circumftance ; at.iail.it was 
agreed, that (be fliould quit her husband's houfe, 
and retire to that of an uncle, who had been her 
guardian ; and accordingly .{be packed up all her 
jewels, dreffing-plate, andcloaths, and with Art* 
anay her woman. and one footman, went away 
very early. — Before her departure {he called for 
Philameur's valet de chambre^ andbadebim tell his 
mafter, that fhe left bis bouie forever^ to be go- 
verned 
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verned by the lady lo whom he had given his 
heart. 

Whatever anxieties the offended wife en« 
dured, it is eafy to believe the tranfgreffing huf« 
band had/his. fliare : bis intrigue with S^9pbrenia 
was of a long date ; -— the vehemence of his paf- 
iion for her was worn off even before his mar- 
riage, and he wiflied for nothing more than an 
abatement of her's, that be might break off with 
decency ; — but whenever he gave the mbft di- 
fianthint of the inconveniences attending a coa- 
tiauation of her acquaintance, (he fell into fuch 
agonies as he bad too muchcompaflion for her to 
be able to endure the fight of ;«^ ihe protefted 
that when the dreadful moment of parting, them 
fiiould arrive it ihould be the laft of her lifo, and 
talked of nothing but poifon or dagger : this kind 
of behaviour it was that bad alone obliged him %% 
make a ibew of fome reoEiains of attachment to 
her; and now to be detected in his fauU, to be 
catiibed without any poffibility of defence, filled 
him with'the moil extreme vexation a heart could 
be opprefied with ; but then the violence, the 
outrage with which Zimine bdiaved on the oc- 
csdioq, alarmed his pride, and as a mauy much 
more as a hushdnd^ be thought himfelf above 
yielding to any thing impofed on him in that 
arbitrary fafbion* 

Ukhappy TUm^m ! how great a jNty was it 
that fhe could not command her temper ! -^ foft- 
nefs would have eafily accomplilbed what rage 
could never bring about ; and as much aS^ Pbiia^ 
mmr condemned himfelf for the injury he bad 
done ber, he yet mere condemned her for the 
manner in which Ihe reftatedit* . 
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On being' tdd (he was gofie, and the melTage 
(he had left for him, he was indeed very much 
ihocked on account of her friends, and what the- 
world, whom he doubted not but would be ac- 
quainted with the whole of tbeaffair, would (ay 
of him ^ but he found nothing of thofe tender mo- 
tions for being deprived of her fociety, as he woufd 
certainly have done, had (he borne the dete£iion 
of his fault with more gentlenefs and moderation. 

The whole tranfadion, as he imagined it 
would be, foon became the talk of the town : 
— Zimem was loud in her reproaches on his infi- 
delity ; — he, in excufe for what he had done, ex« 
claimed with equal virulence againft her ill temper, 
which he pretended had driven him to feek cafe 
abroad : — both now hated each other with more 
paffion than they had ever loved : — in vain 
the kindred on both fides endeavoured to make up 
the matter ;-•— they were equally irreconclleable, 
— - and rendered the more fo by an unhappy 
punctilio in both their tempers :-^Z/W;7/, know*^ 
ing herfelf the injured (>erfon, thought the leaft 
atonement he ought to have made was the ac- 
knowledgement of his tranfgrt&on ; — a folemn 
promifeof repeating it no more, and an iritreaty 
of pardon for what wa^^paft,— PA/iizjw^wr, on the 
other hand, though cqnfciQus of his crime, looked 
on the means (he took to publi(h it, as an offence 
he ought as little to forgive ^ the bitter expreffions 
her rage 'threw out againft him^ feemed to him 
yet more inexcufable than the occaiion he bad 
given her for them, and made him imagine, or at 
leaft gave him a pretence for doirjg fo, that there 
were feeds of ill«na(ure in her foul, which would 
hsivt fome time or other broke out, iho' he ba4 
done nothing to deferve tbem« 

In 
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Ik fine, none of diem wanted matter tobardea 
them againft each other, nor could they be 
brought to agree in any one thing but an article of 
feparation, which was accordingly drawn up ; 
after which Zimme retired into the country, where 
ihe ftill lives ; and Philamour zcct^ttd of a com- 
miffion in the army, meerly to avoid the dif- 
courfes which he could not help hearing in town, 
in all company, on this affair. 

As hrSophrimta{ht wentdire&ly to Dunklrip 
and entered herfelf a penfioner in a monaftry,' 
not being able to fhew her face any more in a 
place where ffae had been dete3ed in a fault (he 
had fo feverely cenfured in others. 

Whether Ariana has been enough con- 
cerned at the diflra<Stion her inquifitive temper 
occafioned, to make ufe of any efforts to reftrain 
it for the future, I will not pretend to fay ; but . 
I hope it will be a warning to others, neither to 
bufy themfelves with affairs in which they have no 
concern, nor be too fond ofrepor ting what chance 
naay difcover to them« 

The behaviour of Ztmem alfo may fhew our 
lex how little is to be got by violence, and a too 
haughty refentment : — patience, andafilent 
cnduruig an infringement on thofe rights which 
marriage gives us over the heart and perfon of a 
iiuiband, is a leffon, which, IcQnfefs,isdifBcult 
to praAife \ yet, if well obferved, feldoip fails of 
bringing on a fure reward. — I have more than 
once, in the courfe of thefe fpeculations, recom- 
loended foftnefs as the mod prevailing, 9s well a$ 
moft becoming arms we have to combat with ; 
and which even in the moft provoking circum- 
fiances, ought never to be thrown a&de. A letter 
Vol., III,. B I 

.1 
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I mentioned In my laft gives fome proofs of the 
fuccefs it has produced, and therefore h^ a yery 
good claim to our attention^ 

7i the F£MAt£ Spjectator, 

Madam, 

* 'T' H E ftory of Dorimon and Altthea^ at the 

* A latter end of your firft volume, gave me a 
** great deal of plieafure : —I look on the charac- 

* tcr of Alithea to be rof the higheft value 5 — fo 
<• exemplary a patience under a provocation the 

< moit irritating to our fex, has a juft claim to 
^ our admiration ; but even that is yet lefs difficult 
' to be imitated, than the fweetnefs, the amazing 

* gentlenefs with which 0ie concealed the know- 

* ledge of her wrongs, not only from the worlds 
^ but from the man who offered them. 

• Not HiNG can be fo terrible a misfortune to 

* a woman who loves her husband tenderly, as to 
'*• be confcious ihe has loft his afFe<^ions, and that 
^ another triumphs in thofe endearments which 
■* are alone her jyght ; but when infults are added • 

* to injuries, and the negle£ted wife obliged. |o 

* bear them from the very wretch who has fup* 
"* plantjed her ; to behave, I fay, in fuch a cir-' 

* cumftaiice with decency and complaifance, rc* 

* quifesiiot only an elevated virtue, but a difcre* 

* tion more con&immate than is ordinarly found 

* in outfex;-*- not that we want capacities to 

< attain it, but becaufe a due car$ is wanting to 
5 form our minds in youth* 

' ^ The great number of reparations and divor- * 

* ces, which we fee of Jate, is a teftimpny that* 
^ few ladies are educated in fuch a manner as to 
^ have good qualities fuiScleot to enable them to 

* bear 
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* bear fo greatadifregardofthemfelves. -^-Mifs 
^ is fent indeed to the beft fchool can be heard of 

** tobebfQughtups but then mamma tells her it 
^ parting, Afy dear^ if every thing does not pleafe 

* you there ^ er if you are croffsd^ letme\now^ and 
"^ I will take you away. — Fine education to be 

* 'expe^ed after fucK a prdmife I How can thofer 

* mothers think their children will make good 

* wives, when they arc taught to be their own 

* mjftrefles from tne cradle, aihd mud learn no* 
^ thing but what they have a mind to, for fear 
^ they fiiould fret. -^ This falfe Jndulgence>aa8, 
^ the want of being a Uttle accuftomed tocon(r^- 
^ didion in the early years of life, it is*, that 
^ chiefly occafions that wild impatience we of* 

* ten fee in maturity. , ' ^ , 

* But tho' ill habits contrafled in our youth. 

* are difficult to be worn of^ reafon and refle£lioii 
^ may Enable us-to accomplifli fo glorious a worj^^, 

* if wc fet about it with a firm refolution. 

* How gj;eat'a pleafure muft that woman fcet> . 

* who is coitrcious of having reclamed her huf- 
*« band meeriyby her own fweetnefs of behaviour! 

* -** How j^affifiable, nay, how laudable will be . 

* her pride, whofe merit is forcible 'enough t6 

* conquer all the follies of ungovernable man, 
^ and make him own h^ has beea to blame t« 

* — 'iMFeflions thus detained are generally more. 
"* tender, mor? fond than cifcr^ ^ahd ceaie not tut 
"* with life,— Whatever cpnfli£ts therefore a wifs . 

* may endure witfiin Rerfelf inthe endeavour, and 

* how long foeverihe may fuffer,.tb& reward at 
"• laft w31 more than, cbrnpehfate for the pains, 

* i wtSH this point were- more coiifidercd^ . 

* and thailadies wxnild take example by your "M* 
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< tbia, or that amiable princels mentioned in the 
^ fame book ; but as too many inftancei cannot be 
^ given of patience and forbearance in fuch a cir- 

* cumflance, I beg leave to prefent your readers 
^ with a litcle fuccind account of two of mv par- 

< ticular acquaintance, who have redamea their 

* husbands, and recovered the love they once 

* thought wholly loft, with intereft. 

* The fir ft, whomlfhdllcdllEuJofia^ had 

* been the moft unfortunatewoman upon earth, 

* had ifae not been endued with an equal ftiare of 
' patience as good fenfe : — ftie was qoarried very '. 

^ 3K)ung to SiVirus^ a man of a moft haughty au- 
^ ftere difpofition, and one, who like too many of 
^ his fex, had got it into his head, that women , 

* were created only to be the flaves of men : — 

* her beauty,^ however, and the fubmii&ve mild- 

* neftof her difpofition, made him very fond of 
*' her, and they lived in a great deal of harmony ' 

* together ; tul Severus happening to fee Laccnta 

* at a public place, became enamoured of her, 

* and his pride making him above attempting to 

* put a reftraint on his inclinations^ bf from that 

* moment refolved to know her more intimately, 
^ if there was a poffibility of doing fo. By a ftrift 

* enquiry he found who (he was, and that (he had 

* np fortune to fupport her e^ctravagancies ; this 
' be fo we|l improved, that he foon accompli(hed 

* his wi(hes ; and tho' after he was familiar wrth 

* her, he idi(bvered be had not been the firft who 

* b^ repeived her favours, yet he continued at-' 

* tacfae4 to her by an invincible fatality. 

< So carelefs was he of what either his wife or 

* the world might think of him, that both were 
^ faon apprized of his amour: -— thofe of his own 
^ lundred toot;: the liberty to reprove him (harply 

for 
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for it ; but Eudojia preYailed on thofe of her 
own to be filent m the affair, as (he herfelf re^ 
folved to be, well judging, that to a perfon of 
his dlfpoiition, all oppofition would but add 
fewel to the fire, and toat be would racher periifl 
in what he knew was wrong, then confeis him* 
~ felf convinced by the arguments of others, 

* He very well knew (he could not be ignorant 
of what he took fo little pains to conceal ; buc 
where there is a diflike, as during his intrigue 
with Laconia he certainly had for his wife, no« 
thing can oblige, -^ nothing can be acknow- 
ledged as a virtue : — inftead of edeeming her 
as he ought to have done, for the regard fbe 
Ihewed for his peace in never murmurinff, nor 
upbraiding him with bis fault, he imputed it dih 
CO a mean timidity of nature in her, and only 
gloried in bimfelf for knowing fo well how to 
keep a woman within what bounds he pleafed, 
and render even her very wilhes fubfervient to 
his will. 

* Confident that he might now aft as b^ 
pleafed, he brought Laconia into his houfe, com- 
manded Eudofta to treat her as a lady whom be 
infinitely efteemed, and having laid this injunc- 
tion on her, whom he looked upon as only bis 
upper fervant^ gave adequate orders to tfae 
others. 

^ This creature now became the intire miftrefi 
of the family, and though Eudojia kept her 
place at the head of the table, yet nothing wa9 
ierved up but what was ordered by Laconia. 
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* Some women will look on this tame endu- 
ring in Eudojia as wholly unworthy of a wife, 

B 3 • and 
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and too great an encouragement for other guilty 
husbands to treat their wives in the fame man- 
ner ; but this pattern of prudence and good- 
nature knew very well the temper of the perfon. 
{he had to deal with, and that nothingwas to be. 
gained by the purfuit of any rough meafures : 
- — flie fcemed therefore to think he rfelf happy, 
in the company of Lacouia^ carried her into a]l 
company (he went into as her particular friend,, 
and was fo perfeQly obliging to her in every re- 
fptft, that the other, even in fpite of their ri-? 
valOiip, could not help having a regard for her,. 
which fbe teftified ia downright quarrelling 
with SeveruSj whenever' he refufed her any 
thin^fhe aflced; and^. In truth, this injured wife 
would frequently have gone withoutmany thingf. 
which her rank in life demanded, had it not 
fc(^n for the intcrceffion of Laconia, 

• Severe trial, however, for a woftian of vif 
tue, and who in fpite of his injuftice and ingra- 
titude, flill retained the mcft tender affcftion 
for her husband, yet flie bore all with a feeming 
tranquility J, but while the guilty pair imagined, 
her cafy and refigned to her fate, flie was conti- 
nually laying fchemes to change it:— -long fhe 
was about it, being loth to venture at any thing 
which, in cafe of failure, might render her 
condition worfe; but at laft her good genius in- 
fpired her with ajittlc plot, which threatened, 
nothing if the event fliould not anfwer expec- 
tation, and promifed much if it fugceeded. 



< 
« 

* 

€ 

4 



* She feigned her felffeized with a fudden in- 

'^. difpofition,took to her bed, and fo welld6ted her. 

* part, that the phyfician who attended her was 

^ deceived by it, and reported her condition as 

*. dangerous.*^ It cannot be fuppofed S^verus felt 

•any, 
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< any great anxiety at bearing it, yet ordered (he 
^ fhould be carefully looked to^ and nothing 
^ fpared that would contribute to her recovery : 
** '^.Laconia appeared very afliduous about her, 
^ but whether out of a real or counter/eit tender- 

* nefs, I will not pretend to fay. 

* It ferved, however^ to forivard Eudtfia' s iz-' 

* fign ; and one day, feeming to come out of a 
^ fainting fit while the other was fitting by her 

* bed-fide, ihe called to her maid, and bade her 
*- bring her a fheet of paper,, and pen and ink ; 

* which being done, fhe wrote a few lines, and 
^ ordered a fmall India cabinet, in which fhe wa;»< 

* accuflomcd to keep her jewels, and other little 

* trinkets, to be helcf to her,, in which fhe put the 
^ paper, and turned the key with a great deal of 

* feeming care to make it faft; but, in truth, to 
^ prevent it from being locked^, fo that it might 

* cafily be opened.. 

« NOWy cried fhe, J Jhall die in peace ^ ftnce 

* my dear Severus will know^ when I am gon$y 

* every thing I wi/h him to be fenjible of : I beg 

< youy madam^ continued fhe to Laconia^ who 

* was Very attentive to all fhe did, to let myhuf* 

* hand know my Uiji will is contained in this cabinet. 

* With thefe words fhe funk down into tbt 

* bed, as fatigued with what fhe bad been a doing, 
and the other doubted not but her lafl moment 
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^ was near aj^ hand* 
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^ A WOMAN circumflanced as Laconta was, 
might very well be curious todifcover what Eu* 
^ dojia had wrote j but not knowing how to come 
*- at it without the help of Severus ^ fhe acquainted 

B4 * him 



32 Tbi T EM ALE Book rj. 

* him with the whole behaviour of his wife on 

* this occafion, on which he grew little lefs im- 

* patient than herfelf ; and at a time when flie 

* feemed to be afleep, took the cabinet out of the 
' room, and carried it to his own clofet, refolv- 

* inpr to examine the contents without any wit- 

* neffcs. 

« EUDOSIJ, who was very watchful for the 
' fuccefsof her projed, (aw well enough what be 

* had done ; but looking on the reception he 

* (hould give the paper as the crifis of her fate» 

* pafied the remainder of the night in fuch dif- 

* turbed emotions, as^ rendered her alinoft as-ill in 

* reality as fhehad pretended* 

' SEFERVS^ was little lefs difordered after 

* having read the letter, which was direSed to 

* himfcif, with the title of her ever dear Severus^ 
' 2nd contained thefe lines : 

3 

*" Hf -^ ^ ^ millions to bequeath, you alone 
\c LX fhould be my heir j but all I have, all I 
*' am, is already yours^ail but my advice, which 
•' living I durft not prefume to give you j but as 
<* this will not reach your ears till I am no more, 
«« it may be better received: — it is this, my dear, 
<• that as foon as decency permits you will marry 
«« Laconia ; — neither of you ought to make any 
« other choice: — the world, you know, has been 
*« loud in its cenfures on that lady*s fcore, I alone 
<*,have been filcnt. What the duty of a wife 
«« bound me to while living, I perfevere toobferve 
*< in disath; my only confolation under inconceiv- 
« able agonies of mind and body, being a confci* 
«< oufncfs of having well and truly difcharged all 
,*« the obligations of my ftation. — I beg Heaven 
« your fecond nuptials may be more agreeable 

" than 
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** than your firft ; -^ that Ihc who has fo long en«» 
•' joyed your here, may continue to dcferve it, 
by loving you as I have done, and you may 
be more happy with her than you could poffi* 
bly be with 
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The unfortunate £ u o o s I A. 



* He afterwards confeffed, that he read this 

* above ah hundred times over, and that every 

* word funk into his foul the deeper as he exami- 

* ned it the more; till quite melted into tcnder- 

< nefs, he looked back with horror on his paft 

* behaviour : • — all the charms he had formerly 
^ -found in the mind and perfon of Eudojia re- 

* turned with added force, and thofe oi Laconia 

* grew dim and faded in bis eyes. 

• But when he refle£led that he was about to 

< lofe forever fo inefti'mable a treafure, as he now 

< owned his wife to be, and that there was the 

* itrongeft probability that his unkindnefs bad 

* {hortned her date of life, he fell into the bit* 

< tereft rage againft himfelf, and the objed of 
that unlawful flame whicli had occafioned it» 



^ LACONIAy who wondered he did not come 
to bed, (for he had promifed to fleep with her 
that night,) ran to his cbfet, where (he fouad 
him in very great agitations ; on her enquiring 
into the caufe, he fulleiity told htxjhe was^ and 
bid her leavi him. As this was treatment flie 
had not been accuflomed to, fhe had not pre- 
fence enough of mind to conceal her refentment 
at it, but immediately flew into a rage, which 
his temper was little able to endure, and ferved 
as a foil to fet Eudoftah vinues in a ftill faircjT 
light \ be contented himfelf, however, with ma- 

JB 5 * king 
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* king her go out of the room, after which he re- 

* turned to his former meditations. 

^ In fine, he thought fo long, till thought made> 
'< him at per fed a convert as Eudijia could wifli ; 

* and the imagination that he was about to lofe 

* her, made him lofe all that haughty tenaciouf-. 
^ nefs of humour he was wont to ufe her with :— . 

* he went feveral times to her chamber-door, but 
< being told (he Teemed in a (lumber,, returned . 
•» foftly back, and would not enter till he heard 
^^ihe was awake, then enquired in thetendereft 
^ manner how (he did \ to which (he anfwered, 

* t)iat his prefence had given her more fpirits 

* than (he could have hoppd ever to have enjoy-. 
*.ed in this, world. 

* O, cried he, quite charmed with her fof tnefs, , 
^^ if the fight of me can afford you comfort^ never- 
^' will I quit your chamber :-'-^. believe me^ conti- 

* nued he, ^taking her hand and preffing it, my 
*.dear Eudofia^ that how much foever I have been. 

* to blame ^ there is nothing fo terribhas the thought 

* of lofing ffou: ''^ that my recovered love^ and' 

* all the tendernefs that man canfeel^ could but re- 

* ft ore your health : •— what would /. mt give /-— -^ 

* < what would I not do to preferve you I 

• These. words were accompaaied with fomc « 
« tears'of paffion that bedewed her hand, and left 

* her no rooni to doubt of their fincerity. •— .. 
<• How much (he was tranfported, any one may 

* guefs : "rr-.Now faid (he, raifmg herfelf in the 

* bed, and clafping him round the neck, in lif4 or 
f death J have nothing more to wijh. 

*Jt would be endlefs to repeat the fond obli- • 
*^ging things they /aid to each other^ the xcadar- 

•wilh 
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* will eafily conceive by the beginning that no- 
^ thing could be more tender on both fides : but 

* what added moft to Eudofta*^ fatisfadion, was 
^ the aflfurance he gave her that Laconia (hould 

< quit his boufe that day, and that he never 
' would fee her more. 

* On this, ibe inflfted en his making fome pro- 

* vifioh for her, telling him it was puniflinient 

* fufficient for her fault to lofe the afFedion flie 

* had fo long, enjoyed \ and that for her part, if 
^ fhe jQiould live to polTefs the faappinefs his be- 

* haviour now feemed to promife, it would be 

* damped if fhe knew any thing he had once 

* loved was miferable. 

* This generofity engaged newxarefles on thc^ 

* part of SiVfrus<, and be defired (he would not 
^ mention that woman any more, but leave it to 
^ himfelf to a£t as he thought proper. 

* He kept his word ; Laconia was put out of 
^ the houfe th!it day : in what manner they parted 

* is uncertain, but it was fuch that the amour be- 

* tween them was never renewed. Eudofia hav-* 
' ing gained her point, pretended to recover by 

* degrees, and at length to be fully eftabliflied in 

* her former health ,* to which now, a vivacity 

* flowing from a contented mind being added, 
^ (he became more agreeable than ever ; never 

< was there a happier wife> or a more endearing 
^ husband. 

< All their acquaintance beheld the change 

* with aftonifhmcnt, but none were intruded with 

< the innocent ftratagem which brought it about. ' 

* Eudofia had the prudence to conceal it not only 
^ from Sf Virus himfelf, but from all others ; nor 

B6 « till 
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* till after his death, which happened not in feve* 

* ral years, was any perfon made privy to it* 

* The other whom I mentioned, as a happy 

^ infiance of recovering a decayed afFedion, I 

* fliall call Conflantia ; fhe was a young gentle- 

* woman of ftrid virtue, but no fortune : me had 

* been courted above a year by Tuhifco^ a Tub* 

* ftantial tradefman, before (he married him, but 

* had not been a wife above half the time, when 

* fhe perceived there wasanother much more dear 

* to him than herfelf :— (he bore it, however, 
< with a confummate patience, and even after (he 
^ beard that he bad a child by her rival, who was 

* a wealthy trad efman's daughter, did (he ever 

* reproach him, or attempt to expofe it. 

^ He had even the folly, as well as impudence 
to own this intrigue before her face; yet all 
did not move her to any unbecoming paffion : 
(be was not, however, infenftble to fuch ufage^ 
nor without the moft ardent wi(hes to recUim 
him, both for his and her own fake. Many pro- 
jeds (he contrived, but all without fuccefs^ till 
a p«rfon who was a friend to them both, per- 
fwaded him to leave Engkind^ and go to fettle 
at Dund^e^ of which place they were natives. 
Abfence fromhis miftreis(be hoped would make 
a change in his temper in ber favour ^ but in 
this (be was deceivedy at Icaftfor a bns whilie : 
-—(of two loi^ years didlie repine^ and all that 
time ufed his wife fo very ill, that (he almoft 
Repented (he had engaged him to quit the pre- 
ieiice of one who (he now began to think- he 
could not live without. — To add to her afflict 
tions, (he was extremely ill treated by his rela- 
tions on the fcore of having brought no portion, 
but wheu (he thought herfelf moft abandoned 
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< by good fortune, fhe was neareft the attainment 

< orit. Heaven was pleafed that (he (hould prove 

* with child, which, together with her continued 

< fweetnefs of behaviour, turned his heart ; he be* 

< came from the worft, one of the beft of huf- 

* bands, detefts his former life, and dll women 

< who endeavour by their artifices to alienate 

* men from their wives. 

« 

« CONSTANTIA is now very happy, and 

* the more fo, as (he knows the recovery of her 

< husband's afFe£iion is chiefly owing to her own 
^ good condud and behaviour. 

• But 1 have troubled you too long : — If 

* thefe examples may fcrve to enforce the good 
« advice you have givenour fex>. it will be an in- 
« finite fatisfaftion to^ 

< Madam, 

• Tour maft humhli ferventy 
March 25, 1745. . 

* DORINDA* 

This amiable lady^s letter fiands in no need 
of a comment; but we think ourfelves obliged ta 
diank her for the steal (be teftifies for the hap«v 
pinefs of fociety. -— Could the generality of wo- 
mankind be brought to think like her, marriage 
would np longer be a bugbear to the wife^ and ^ 
kagbing-itock to fools. -^ Would they, inltead 
of reporting the follies of their fex, fet forth, as 
ftc lias done, the bright examples fome of them 
have given of virtue and difcretion, men would 
venerate inftead of defpife ; we (hould recover 
that refpefl we have too much lott through our 
own mifmanagement greatly, but more by our 
bkternefi andraih'ng againft each other. 

1 COK- 
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I CONFESS myfelf extremely pleafed when I 
hear of a woman, who filing, by an artlefs fofc- 
nefs, to preferve the afFedion of her husband, . 
regains it by wit and addrefs* -—Had Eudofia 
fupinely yielded to her f^te, and combated her 
husband's falfhood and ingratitude only with her 
tears,, (be might have funk under the burthen 
of her wrongs; and the iv]\xxio\xs Laconia tri-. 
umphed over her aflies in the unrivalled pofTef- 
fion of his heart and perfon : but by this pretty 
ftratagem ihe {hewed herfelf a woman of fpirit as 
well as virtue. -~ What (he did could not be 
called deceit, becaufe her whole chafa6ter being 
gentlenefs and gbodnefs, it is highly probable Ihe 
would have made him the fame requeft had ihe 
really thought herfelf dying, as being the only 
atonement he could make for having lived fo 
long in a criminal converfation with Laconia i, 
and hut anticipated that will, which her forgiv- 
ing fwcetncfs and perfevering love would have 
in^ired her with before (he left the world. 

Neither washer prudence in concealing 
what (he had done lefs to be admired : — had 
ihe made a confidante of any one perfon, and it 
had reached the ears of Severus^ a man of his 
temper would not only have been chagrined at 
being tricked, though it were into happinefs, but 
have looked on her divulging it as a kind of tri-r 
umph over him ;. and had me confelTed it only 
to himfelf, though he could not in reafon have 
condemned her for it, yet he might not havt. 
been well fatisfied^ to think ihe had it in her 
power to boaft of having over-reached him ; and 
this might have poifoned all the fweets of that 
reconciliation, which was the reward of her wit 
and virtue. 

The 



Book iji S P E C T A TO R; j^^ 

The mild and Iweet behaviour of Coi^antia^^ 
nay alfo be a pattern for wives when provoked 
in Uie inannerihe. was, — To furnifh examples of 
this kind is doing univtrfal fervice; and if thofe 
kdies, :whodelight in repeating every unhappy ad- . 
venture that comes in their way, would imitate 
Dorinda^ and acquaint us only with inftances of. 
virtue, I am confident the world would be better 
than it is. . 

BvT to ufe aphrafe in fcripture. Out of ih$^ 
nbundanci of tbi_ heart the mouth fpeaketh : the 
love of fcandal proceeds meerly from the want of: 
jgiving the mind fome more worthy employment : 
-r- there is a reftlefsnefs in the faculties of the 
foul that calls for aSion, and if we do not tak^^ 
care togive them fome, will chufe for tbemfclves, 
and may not probably be always fuch as redound, 
cither to our own honour,, or the emolument of 
our neighbours*. 

There is much more in the choice of matterr 
for our contemplation than people are generally, 
aware of 5 for without we give the. thinking fi|- 
culty fome one fixed fubjeft wherewith it may be 
bufied.and taken up, it will be apt to run into a 
i9u]ti]plicity.of diii^rent ideas,all confounding each ^ 
other, dcftroying judgment and ferious reflexion ;; 
fo that "whatever good we do, cannot properly be 
called our own, but the effe£l of chance ; but all 
the ill is truly ours, for want of a proper regula^^. 
tion of thofe powers by which we are folely ac- 
tuated. 

But as this cannot be done without fome little -. 

examination into the nature of the foul, in regard 

to its dirediion over, and manner of co-operation 

with the bpdy , 1 fhali hereprefent my readers with » 

the 



40 7^/ F E M A L E Book 13. 

the fentiments of a very ingenious gentleman on 
that occafion. 

To the Female Spectator. 

Madam, 

T Read with pleafure the reflefbions on the 
■■- foul in your eleventh book, and join hear- 
tily with P/(I/««/Aj in thanking you for recom- 
mending the fludy of philofophy to the ladies^ 
that is, that mod ufeful branch of it that reaches 
the nature of the foul ; and I muft here beg 
leave to recommend it to the men, who want 
it almoft, if not quite, as much as they do ; 
and, if I am not too prefumptuous, I (hall in- 
trude fo far on your good-nature and indul* 
gence, as to offer you my weak fentiments on 
it, being encouraged by the promife you made 
at the beginning of that book. 

* The /cull look upon as an immaUrial ire^- 
ated being ^ whofe exijicnce is beft expreffed by 
thefe words, / think^ therefore I exiji i that is, 
the radical ejjeme of the foul confifts in thou^t : 
-— it is a fpirit of no fbape or form* for thefe 
would imply a materiality ; it is fimple, not 
made of parts, indivifible, whofe fole property 
and quality, as I have juft now faid, are thought 
and nafon. 

^ Now that the foul is immaterial j is eafily 
proved from the properties of matter ; whofe 
ejfenci^ confiding of a fubftance which hath a. 
form or fliape, refiils a change of the ftate 
wherein it is, whether of reft or motion, fo that 
would never change the ftate wherein it is at 
prefent, if not moved or ftopped by fome cx- 
tcioal agent. This is open to every man's capa* 
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* city, who will give himfelf the trouble to refled 

* on it : -— let htm take a fione, or any other 

* thing, and place it fomewhere, that ftone will 
^ remain there, unlefi moved by fomething ex- 

* traneousj this fomething, if material, muft be 

< moved by another external agent, and at lad we 

< muft come to that being, which, by its will^ 
^ can impel! a force on matter, fufficient to move 

* it from the place where it is ; and this motion, 

< excited in matter, would continue always, if 

* feme external force did not flop it ; but that 
^ thin fubftance, the air, continually reiifling 
^ nnatter thus impelled, impedes the motion in 

* proportion to the force of the impulfe, till at 

< laft it quite flops k. 

' Since then material fubfiances, when once 

* put in motion, cannot of themfelves return to 

* a ftate of reft, but muft continue in that ftate 

* of motion, unleft hindered by fomething exter- 

* nal ; and when in a ftate of reft, they muft con- 

* tinue in that ftate, and cannot move unlefs im- 
f pelled by fomething external ^ it follows from 
^ thence, that fomething immaterial muft be the 

* frimum mobili of material bodies. 

< Ths animal and vegetable life, when not 
confidered with care, make feveral people deny 
the necef&ty of an immaterial mover. But what 
is this life ? —-we ftiould examine it well, be- 
fore we decide fo pofitively. It confifts in a 
circulation of fluids, where matter, originally 
impelled by fome power ab extra^ zQ% on matter 
with a certain determined force, which arifes 
folely from a reftftance to a change of its ftate ; 
and whatever matter were void of that refiftance 
would be of no ufe in a mechanical body. — < 
There can be no notion more unphilofopbical, 

thaA 
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than to think a machine can be made of fuch 
matter, as will not reiift a change of its ftate. 
The pretence has bpen, that we do not knovr. 
the powers and qualities of matter : it is true 
we do not, but thus much we know certainly, 
that it cannot have contradiftory powers, and^ 
fince exciting motion in itfcif depends on this^ 
we are as certain that it is not felf-moving, as 
if we knew every thing belonging to it. 
Doctor Clarke obferves, that matter is only ca» 
pable of one negative power, viz. That every 
part will always and necejfarily remain in the^ 
Jiaie ofrejl or motion^ wherein it at prefent is. 
From whence we conclude, that matter cannot 
move itfelf, and they torment themfelves in 
vain who would endeavour to find out the me- 
chanical caufeof the circulation of blood in our 
bodies, or of fluids in vegetables, if by a mecha- 
nical caufe they underiland certam powert. 
planted in matter, performing this motion with* 
out the intervention or efficacy of any cauf6 
immaterial ; fo that matter, with thefe powers 
planted in it, of itfelf continues this motion, 
once begun* 

• This is- endeavouring to find out a thing 
< which is not to be foundout, becaufe it is not : 

* for matter when moved, will continue for ever 
^- in a ftrait direSion of motion, unlefs an exter* 
^ nal force is imprefTed on it, fufficient to make 
^ it flop or change that direction ; and to caufe a 

* circular motion, that external force muft be 
^ imptefTed upon it every inftant ; for nothing is 
^ more certain than the tendency which we fee 
^^ matter has to leave the circular motion, and 
^ run on in a ftrait line; and, therefore, nothing 

* is more certain than that an extraneous power 
^ iQuft be continually imprefTed to overcome this 

tendency I ^ 
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tendency, and bring it inceflantly back. Circu- 
lation is but one,, though a principal branch of 
the animal oeconomy ; for in the brainy mrvis^ 
Jiomacb^ guU^ glands^\v\ t\ try part there is mo- 
tion ; and if we fhould fay all this is carried 
on by nature in a million of difFerent bodies at 
once, no one would except againft the account, 
but think it as good as could be given in phi- 
lofophy. But mould one fay, all this is per- 
formed by the great God of nature, we dirc^H* 
fly out againd it,. as a thing abfurd and tmpolr- 
fible ; for nature^ in our mouths, is like chana 
or fate y2L word that ferves rather to fcreen our 
ignorance and inattention, than to convey any 
folid meaning. Let us th&n examine a little thefe 
matters, and coofefs that the motion which it 
in every part or particle received its immediate 
impulfe from the finger of Almighty God, as 
this one point is certain,^ that matter is fuch a 
<^ fiibfiancc as refifts a change of its ftate : — L 
fay, let us all humbly, and fincerely acknow- 
ledge, that there is a mighty Governor of the 
world, and of the minuteft as well as noblett 
created beings;—- that it is evident he has all> 
• power and knowledge, and that he works con- 
flantly near us> round us, within us. 

^ That the ibul is a created being, and not 
^Teparated from any other fpirit,.is eanly {hewi\: 

* for how caa any thing be taken from what has 

* no parts.? and how can there be parts whcre> 
*' there is nothing material ?— Z^iv/^Ji/V/Vy and 

* parts are only the properties of matter ; which 

* having a/ir/w or j/hapeytnuft be compofed of 
^ parts to form this Jhape j itmuft have inward and 
< outward parts, or to fpeak more intelligibly, it 

* muft have upper and lower partj :— let the up- 

*v per part.be feparatcd from the lower, and each 

particuUr; 
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* particular part will have the fame propertied 
^ which the whole had ; it will have an upper 

< part and a lower part, which may be divided 

< again, and thefe parts fo divided will Aill retain 
^ thofe properties which the whole had ; and £6 

* on, 4id inBnitum. By this we fee^ that mate- 

< rial fubftance, of what bulk foever, muft be 

* compofed of parts, and again divifible into parts, 
^ each of which is a foiid, divifible^, extended, fi* 
^ gured fubftance, and hath the effential proper- 

< ties of the whoU^ of which it is a party as much 

* as the whole hath. 



^ If^ therefore, we fliould allow that the foul 
might be taken from any other being, it infers, 
that the being from whence it is taken has parts, 
which parts mufl have fmgly the fame proper- 
ties as the whole ; that is, they muft be adlive 
perceptive fubftances, fo that no being, taken 
from another, can be fingle, which in fpirits 
make an abfurdity ; for in fuch a cafe, that 
feparated part too, having the fame properties 
as the whole, cannot be angle, but muft be an 
aggregate of infinite numbers of diftinfl, active, 
perceptible fubftances, all which is repugnant 
to reafon. 



< SiKCB then, as I have (lightly ihewn, there 
^ is a neeelGty that fomething immaterial (hould 
' be within us, in order to caufe a fpontaneous 
^ mottM ; and as this immaterial being cannot be 
^ compounded of peirts^ it muft be indiftbluble 
< and incorruptible in its nature^ and fince, there* 
' fore, it has not a natural tendency to annlhila* 

* tiony it muft endlefsly abide an a^ive perceptive 

* fubftance y with either fears or hopes of dying 
£ through all eternity* 



< I BBG 
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^ I BEG pardon^ madam, for having troubled 
joa with to long an epiftlc, and am afraid your 
readers^ if you care to publiih this, will find 
fault with me, for having robbed them of thofe 
few pages, which would otherwife have beeir fo 
much better employed by you ; but as my mo- 
tive was only to put them upon thinking on fo 
important a fubje£l, I hope that will plead my 
excufe. — Dr. Clari, in his Demonjirauan wf 
tbi txtjiena and uttrihuUs of Gad \ and Mr. 
Baxter^ in his Enquiry into toe nature of tbi Im^ 
man fotd^ (from whom I have received great 
lights} have both handled this fubjed fo well, 
that I muft bes; leave to recommend them to 
your readers \ however, as a great many have 
not patience to go through whole books on any 
thing, if you would fbew wherein I have faid 
amifs, and add fome few thoughts of your own, 
I believe it will be -very well received by the 
greateft part of your readers, and be a particular 
obligation to. 

Madam, 

Your moji bumhkfervant^ 

Chelfea And tonjlani nadir ^ 

I&rcb 2Jy 1745. 

It U eafy to perceive, the learned and judicioto 
author of the foregoing, contents himfelf with 
proving the immateriality, and, of confequence, 
the immortality of the human foul ; and indeed 
that is ofitfelf fufficient to let us know the value 
we ought to fet upon it: the Almighty has him- 
felf, by giving Msfrji-wiBj left it to ourfelves to 
improve this diyig^^ jpart in us to his glory, the 
conunon godl^^ fociety, and our own eternal 

bappinefs. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Dryden elegantly exprcfles this power m 

41S9 in his poeoi of the ack and fix : 

* • » ■ 

N^tBing does native liberty njlrain^ 
Bat mtin may either a£f or may refrain i 
Htav'^n made us agents free to good or illf 

' And forced it not^ though he forefaw the will. 
Freedom was fir ji befiow*d on human race^ 
jind pi^efcience only held the fecond place* 

'Ifhe could makefuch agents ivholty free^ 
Til not difputOj the point's too high for me\ 
For heaven* s unfatbom*d power what mem cetu 

fiundy 
Or put to bis omnipotence a hound? 
He made us to his image^ allagree^ 
That image is the fouly and that muji bi^ 
Or not the maker* s image ^ or be free. 

The immortality of the foul, as I have before 
"obferved, is the great point on which allrdigiof}^ 
virtue, and morality depends; for it feems an 
titter impoi&bility^ that any man in hii right fenfes 
can be thorpugMy aUTwred he is a being, which 
muft exift to all eternity, yet d£i fo as to incur 
the doom W being miferable to all eternity. ^^^ 
How .greatly then is the world obliged to thofe» 
who, like Mr. H, L. have both the abilities and 
the wiU to exert thofe abilities for putting a ftop 
tp that inundation of fcepticifm, which has of late , 
flowed in upon us, almoft to the deftrudlipn of 
every thing that ^an either maintain due order 
here^ or entitle us to any rearofis^leh<](>e of'bap«- . 
fir^ck hereqft^^ .... 

. It has often madp, nie wpndef, thiit p^pJb arc 
not more readily convinced pf.the. ii^jnortality ,<^f . 
the foul, becaufe fucfi a convi£tion is /bver^ flat^ 
terixig to our moft darling paffions* «>*- What can 

fo 
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fo much footh our ambition^ as an aifurance that 
we ars a being incapable of corruption, or of end- 
ing; *-^ endued with faculties equal to theangels^ 
mth whom we (ball one day be compunionSi and 
that we (hall (it on thrones, and have our beads 
adorned /with rays of glory 1 — What can more 
indulge' that curious and enquiring difpofitiony 
which we all have fome Ihare of, than to think, 
that all thoife myfteries, which the greateft learn- 
ing at prefent vainly endeavours to explore, will 
be laid open to our view^ that nothing will be a 
fecret. to us, and coBJedure be f wallowed up ia 
certainty! « « 

There can be none among us fo ftupid. To 
infentjble, as not to rejoice in the afTurance of 
enjoying thcfe immenfe bleifings,— - Why d.o wo 
then ra^fe difficulties, and encourage any doubts 
to the contrary ! — That very ambition, — that 
very curioilty I have been fpeaking of, however 
p^verted to meaner obje£ls, and mean purpofes^ 
was queftionlefs implanted in our natures for the 
nobleil efld •, — that is, to Ihew the dignity of 
the foul, and make us kok'up to that heaven 
from which we are derived, and are formed to 
pofTefs, uniefs we wilfully forfeit our pretentions. 

We complain of being fliort-fighted in thefc 

matters, as indeed we are^ but then that we are 

fo is a good deal owing to ourfelves, as I believe 

will appear on a very little confideration i — the 

hull lies not fo much in our incapacity of com* 

prehenfion, as in our confining it to narrow views: 

*— we cannot xefolve to look beyond the fpot we 

tread upon; we pUce our treafure here, and 

here will our hearts be : — the attra^lion of this 

world chains us, as it were, to its own fphere, 

and w€ cannot rife ab<>Ve it 1 >«- the prefent tenfc 

cngroffcs 
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engrofles all our hopes* and fears^ our expe6ba« 
tions and dependancies^ and one dirty acre here 
is of more value to us^ than all the puins behind 
the moon. 

Thus is our undedlanding darkened, as to the 
things to come» by our too great attachment to 
thofe prefented to us by the fenfes s and we do 
not behold them foclearly as we ought andmight, 
becaufe of our eagemefs never to lofe fight ofthe 
other : — fo th^t from our own wilfulnefs our 
Ignorance proceeds, as the poet juftly fays : 

■ ■■■^■■Qiyr rgafen was net vainly lent, 
Ncr is ^ /lave i butty its own con/ent. 

Not that I would infinuate human reafon is 
fufficient to inform us what or bcw we fhall be 
hereafter; but this I muft beg leave to infift upon» 
that it is capable, if exerted properly, to convince 
us we (hall htjonuthinz, and in fome flatty after 
what we vulgarly call life (that is, indeed^ no 
more than the anunal foul) has left us. 

I KNOW there are many people^ either by na- 
ture, or want of application, dull enough not to 
apprehend the difference between thetfn/ma/and' 
immortal foul ; but Ithink it is eafy to conceive 
we have not only two, but three fouls, which are 
gradually inftilled into us from the time of our 
nrft formation in the womb* The greateft of 
our philofophers, poets, and divines have feemed 
to &vour this opinion; but I know of none who 
has.exprefTed himfelf more clearly and elegantly 
upon It than a late gendeman whofe works 1 
have often taken the liberty to quotes the perfon 
I mean is Mr. Dryden, who in his poem of P^« 
UmoB and Arcite has it thus : 



BOOK 13. SPECTATOR. 49 

So martj at firjl a dropy dilates with h/aty 
JT?en/erm*dy the little heart begins te heat'. 
Secret he feeds ^ unknowingy in his celly 
At length for hatching ripCy be breaks the Jbell^ 
AndJlruggUs into breathy and cries fer aid \ . 
TTheUy helpltfsy in his mother's lap is laid: 
Hi creepSy be walksy and ijfuing inta many 
Grudges their life from whom his life begau^ 
Afot to lawsy affeSis to rule aUniy 
Anxious to reigny-^ ev'n rejllefs on a throne ^ 
Fir ft vegetivey then feels y and reaforfs lajl^ 
Huh in three foulsy and lives all three to %oqfti. 
Some thusy but thoufanis more in flower of age^ 
For few arrive to run the latter Jl age. 

What indeed, before our coming into th« 
world, can webe juftly called but vegetables? Or 
what in infancy is there that diftinguifhes us above 
^be animals? Nay, what is termed inJlinSf in 
them, comes much fooner, or at leaft is more 
plainly diftinguiihed, than the reafonlng faculty in 
us; but when it is once attained, when we find 
in ourfelves thepower of comparing, and ot judg- 
ing, if we do not take care to improve it, it mufi: 
be owned we are little worthy of poflTefling it : 
but if we not only not acknowledge it, but rather 
take pains to depreciate the bleffing, no words 
methinks can fufficiently defcribe fo black an in- 
gratitude to the Great Author of our being, or fu 
monfirous an injuftice and indignity to our own 
nature* 

Yet is this every day done, nay and glorlid 
in by thofe^ who plume tbemfelves on feeing more 
clearly than other men into the works of nature : 
they make ufe of reafon to argue againft reafon ; 
and aflTedt to be void of partiality or vanity in 
•ITuming nothing, as they fay, to thcmfelves, or 
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afcribing more to the fpecies they are of, than to 
any other part of the animal world. 

But true philofophy, as well as religion, will 
fhew us better things : — it will not only teach 
lis the nature and excellency of our being, but 
alfo teach us how to avoid all fuch inclinations 
as have any tendency towards degrading its native 
dignity^ by throwing a refemblance, or any way 
levelling u$ with the inferior creation. 

m 

' Let US then devote fome part of our time to 
fiudy and meditation, ff^ben the mind is wor^^ 
thily employed^ fays a great author, the body be^ 
comes fpiritualized ; but when wefuffer a lajjitude 
to benumn Our faculties y the very fpiril degemratef 
into matter* 

Wf fbolild alfo be continually on our guard, 
that our fenfes may not get too^much power over 
us ; — they frequently deceive us, and (^refent us 
with fiSitious joys when we exped real ones : — ^ 
befides, as they are capable of (hewing us onljp 
things near at hand, and which ihortly pafsaway, 
vre fliould take them only enpajfant^ and it muft 
be great ftupidity to fufFer them to engrofs our 
thoughts. The famous abbe de Belgarde has this 
maxim » among many other excellent ones, and is 
worthy the obfervation of all degrees of people. 

< N'ayez de Tattachement de Taraour pour le 

< mpnde, qu'a proportion du tenis que vous 7 

< devez etre. Celui qui fait voyage, ne s'arrete 

< pas dans la premiere belle ville qu'il trouve fur 

< fa route, il f^^ait qu'il doit pafTer outre et aller 
* plus loin/ 



Few of my readers, I believe, but will under- 
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ftandtbis; however, left any fliould be ignorant 
of a language fo univerfally underftood, and I 
would wifli fo excellent a precept fhould efcape 
no one, I will give it in Englijh* 

* Have no greater attachment or love for the 

< world, than in proportion to the time you are 
^ to be in it* He who takes a journey^ ftops not 

< at the firft fine city he finds in his way \ for he 
* knows be muft pais through it, and go farther/ 

A P£ RsoN, it is certain , who keeps this always 
in bis mind, will never fufFer himfelf to be wholly 
taken up either with' the idUfieeting pUafures of 
this world, or with the bufy cares which attend 
a purfuit of its grandeurs : — he may enjoy tbcJ 
cne with modeiration whenever they fall in his 
way, but will not think himfelf miferable in the 
want of them; and as for iht other ^ he will look 
on the {hort-lived pofTeffion of them as not worth 
the time and anxiety they muft coft in the at<* 
taimnent. 

How blind, how inconfiderate, how unhappy 
are thofe who place ihtiv fummum bonum here, as 
well thofe who fucceed in their endeavours, as 
thofe who do not ; and, alas ! every day's ex« 
perience (hews us how much the number of the 
latter exceeds the former ; — yet how readily does 
every, one lay hold on the leaft (hadow of an ex« 
pe£):ation, and wafte the precious time in vain de* 
pendencies, not remembering that, as Shekefpedr 
juftly fays, 

7omorroWy and tomorrow ^ and tomorrow^ 
Creep in ajiealing pace from- day to day^ 
7o tne laji moment of revolving iime^ , 
And all ouryejlerdays have lighted fooh 

C 2 ^* 
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Ti their eternal hornes* 
Life*s but a walking /hadow 5 a poor player 
That frets andfiruu his hour upon ajiage^ 
And then is heard m more. It is a tale 
Told by an idiot^ full of found andfury^ 
Signifying nothing. 

But I (hould difoblige three parts in four of 
my readers, (hould I dwell on a fubjeft, which 
all know, but few care to remember : beftdes, 
tbefe fpeculations are not publlfhed with a view 
of depreffing) but of exhilerating the fpirits : and 
as it is impoffible to recommend the valud of eur 
immortal part, without taking Tome notice how 
little the other is worthy our attention, when 
compared together, I fhall add no more for fear of 
being diought too grave ; a fault, now-a*daysj 
Jooked upon as unpardonable in an author. 

^/Kif herfelf confefTes, that thefe lucubrations 
have of late leaned a little towards that fide; and 
bids me remember, that people, efpecially thofe 
of condition, are moreeafily laughed out of their 
follies, than reafoned out of them. 

Nothing indeed is more certain, than thatif 
a gay thoughtlefs perfon takes up a book, which 
be imagines is compofed only for amufement, and 
before he is aware, happens to meet with fomc 
favourite vice of his own, artfully and merrily 
expofed, he will (tart at the refemblance of him- 
felf, and perhaps be reclamed by it : whereas he 
might hear a thoufand fermons on the fame oc- 
cahon, without being moved, tho* ever fo learn- 
ed, or with the greateft grace delivered. 

7^0E will this feem (Irange to any one who 

confidexs 
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confiders nature : Ihould our hair turn grey, or 
our complexion yellow, without our knowing 
any thing of the change, till at once we fee it in 
the glafs, it would have a much greater effe^ 
upon us, than if we perceived it gradually com- 
ing on. 

Surprise has undoubtedly a prodigious in- 
fluence on the mind in all cafes ; and it is not, 
therefore, to be wondered at, that where we cx- 
peft leffons of reformation they fcldom do us any 
fervice : if we liften to them it is with indolence, 
and they m^e, if any at all, a very flight impref- 
fion on us; but when we look for fomethiiig of 
a quite contrary nature, it works ftrange effects. 

KiKG David liftcned without any confcious 
tumult in his mind to the parable of Nathan con- . 
cernine the ewe-lamb, till the prophet, embol- 
dened by his divine miffion, faid to him plainly, 

Tb9U art the man ! 

Then, indeed, touched by this fudden remon- 
firance, he fmote his breaft and cry'd, 

J have finned againji thg Lord. 

The works of a perfon who is looked upon 
as 2,faiiryty or what the wits call zfnarhr^ are 
taken up with a kind of prejudice, and though 
they want not readers, it is only becaufe every 
one hopes to find his neighbour's follies or vices 
ridiculed there : his own are out of the queftion 
witliiiim, and however they may occafion his b«- 
ing laughed at by other people, he is utterly re-^ 
gardlefs of what is pointed at chiefly in himfelf : 
-• But a Jx)ok which is not fufpefted of any fuch 

C 3 tendency. 
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tendency, yet brings a parallel cafe with that of 
the reader, has fometimes the gocd fortune to 
flrike upon the foul, and awaken a needful re- 
fiedlion. 

As we felt out with an aflurance to the public 
that we fhould only make it ourbufinefs to de- 
preciate viciy not perfonsj and this book in parti- 
cular is intended to fet forth theodioufnefsofex- 
pofingcharaders, we muftdefire our readers not 
to fix the cenfure of any thing contained in thefe 
fpeculations on individuals, whom they may 
imagine we have in our eye, but take care to 
avoid that fault in themfelves they are fo ready 
to obferve in others. 

Whatever falls not under the cognizanco 
cf a court of judicature, (hould be exempt from 
private cavils j for, in efFcft, no one^ except the 
xiiagiftracy, has a right to condemn any but bim- 
£t\f. 

And yet it may b^ anfwered, we have crimes 
among us, or follies, which amount aimoft to the 
fame thing, which the laws take no notice of; 
-and it mud be acknowledged that this objeAion 
is not without a folid foundation in fa£ls too fla* 
grant to be difputed ; but then it muft alfb ^be 
obferved, that I mean not when the tiranfgreflbrs 
ar^ in public capacities^ and take that opportunity 
to opprcfs the body of the people | for then every 
one has a. right to exclaim, and to cry out for 
juftice ; but even then I would have the clamwr 
extend no farther then the griivance^ which, if 
pubftc^ (lands in no need of any repetition of ^ri-^ 
^ati faults. 
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I HAVE.often thought it ftrange, that in the 
cle£lion for members of parliament, the commo- 
nalty, I mean the rabble, have fuch an unbridled 
licence for defamation: — if a candidate has, in- 
deed, in any former feiEon, or otherwife by his 
behaviour, teflified he has not the real good of his 
country at heart ; if he has not ftrenuoufly endea- 
-voured to prefcrve thejuft balance of power be- 
tween prince and people ; if he has accepted of 
any bribes either for himfelf or family, whereby 
interefts oppoilte to the common caufe have been 
upheld, the meanefi man, who has a vote, has un- 
doubtedly a right to declare the motive which 
obliges him to refufe it. As to a gentleman being 
a bad oeconomift, if he be either a mifer or a 
fpendthrift^ there may be fome reafon to believe 
he will be biafled to any meafures which promife 
an increafe of His ftores, or f reOi fupplits for the 
fupport of his extravagancies ; and then, indeed, 
all the proofs that can be brought of his ill ma- 
nagement have a right to be thrown in his teeth ; 
but I never could find out what the errors of the 
mother, wife, filler, or daughter of fuch a Candi- 
date had to do witl^the affair ; vet-in this cafe 
the faults of the whole family are blazoned, as if 
thd poor gentleman was to anfwer for the virtu^ 
of bis whole kindred. 

The cuftom of M JUnuy 1 am told, autho- 
rizes this proceeding ; I wifli we followed that 
renowned republic in things more worthy our 
imitation : as for this, I always thought it a bar« 
barous one, and correfpondent with the manners 
of no nation which pretends to be civilized. 

I HOPE I (hall therefore be underftood, that 
when I recommend filence as to the mifcarriages 
of others* I mean it only in regard to private 

G4 life^ 
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life ; for as toipublic injuries they may, and un- 
doubtedly ought to be complained of, of whatfo* 
ever degree the perfon is who offers them, fince 
a nation can no otherwife hope redrefs ; and to 
attempt to fcreen or prote£t an offender in this 
kind, is a treafon to the people^ which has no 
pretence to forgivenefs. 

The love of our country claims our firftand 
chiefeft care, and whenever we difcover even the 
itioft remote intention of an oppreffion there^ 
though it be hatching in the breailof him who 
is mofl dear to us, all partial tendernefs, all pri* 
vate friendfhipsand obligations, muft give way 
to general fafety, as Cowley fays in his juilifica- 
tion of Brutus. 

Can wejiand by^ aud fee 
Our mother rcbb^d, and hound , and ravifi>*die i 

Tet not to her ajftftance Jiir^ 
Phased with the Jirength and beauty §f tb$ 

ravijher ! 
Orjhall we fear to kill him^ if befon 

The eanceird name of friend he bore? 

Ingrateful Brutus do they call? 
Ingrateful Csefar, who could Rome enthral f 
An aSt more barbarous and unnatural 
( In th* exa^ balance of true virtue try*d) 
' Than hisfuccejfor Nero*/ parricide. 

But asdifcourfe of national affairs is foreign 
to my prefent purpofe, I (hall take my leave of 
this head, with recommending to the world, ef- 
pecially thofe of my own fex, good> nature and 
charity, in judging the condud of their neigh-^ 
bours, which is the only fure way to preferve 
their own from cenfure^ bt it ever fo innocent. 

The 
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The letter figned Elifmonda, with the lady*s 
r€vengij is juft come to hand, with which we are 
extremely delighted^ and promife it fhall not fail 
being inferted in our next, time not permitting 
us to give it a place in this. 

End efthtTn\t.mvta Book. 
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CCORDINQ to the alTurance given, 
in our twelfth book, we ihall begin, 
the entertainment for this month, 
with the letter from C/aribella. 

7i thi jfuthors cf the Female Spectatpr,. 

Ladies. 

'Y'O U cannot be infenfible how little com- 
-*- paffion the woes, occafioned by love, find ' 
from this iron-hearted age ; nor how ready' 
every one is, on the leaft breach of decorum, * 
to cenfure aad condemn, without confidering* 

; either the force of that paffion, which thofs* 
who are mofl upon their guard againft,. have 

: not always the poweir ^f reftraining, or what 
particular circumftances may have concurred to 
enfnare a young creature into a forgetfulnefs of 
whatfhe owes herfelf: — her fault alone en- 
grofles the difcourfe'and attention of the town, • 

. and few there are will take the pains to enquire 
if any excufes may be made for its all the ^ 
misfortunes her inadvertency brings upon her 

. are unpitied, and looked upon as a juft puniih- ^ 
ment \ all her former merit is no more rememi- 

C 5 * bered j 
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« bered ; and people no longer allow her to be 

* poflefTed of any virtues, if once detected in 

* tranfgreifiog one. 

< I AM fure you are too juft not to condemn 
' fucb a proceeding as highly cruel, and alfo too 

* generous, not to make fome allowances for 

* heeidlefs youth, when hurried on by an excefs 

* of paffion to things which cooler reafon difap-^ 

* proves. 

^ In this confidence I take the liberty to give 
^ you the narrative of an adventure, which, tho** 
^ exadly true in every circumftance, has in it 

* fomething equally furprizing with any that the 

< mod celebrated romance has prefented to us. 

^ The heroine of it, whom I (hall diftinguifb 

* bv the name of J/iena^ is the daughter of agen- 
' tieman defcended of a very antient family, who, 

< from father to fon, had, for a long fucceffion of 

* ages, enjoyed an eftate, not inferior to fame of 

* the nobuity ; bnt by an unhappy attachment, 

* in his immediate predeceflbr, to the race of the 

* Stiuarts^ was deprived of the greateft part of 
^ it; and as he had federal chiioren befides this 

* Aliina^ noneof them, excepting the eldeft fon^ 

* could exped any other fortunes than their edu- 

< cation, which hcxindetd took care fliould be 

* very liberal. 

* Bef though his paternal tendernefs feeriitd 
^ equally divided among them all, and Jtima 

* had no more opportunities of improvement than 

* her other (ifiers, yet did ihe make a much 

* greater progrefs in every thing fhe was inftruft- 
'. cd in than any of them ; and as nature bad be- 
' ftowed on her a much larger fhare of beauty, 

« fo 
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^ fo vfzs alfo her genius more exteniive than that 
^ which either one who was elder, and another 

* a year younger than hcrfelf, had to boaft of, 

* In fine, d«ar' ladies, (he was at fourteen one 

* of the moft charming creatures in the world.— 

* As her father lived in London^ (he went fre- 

* tjuently to public places, and thofe diverfions 
^ which were too expenfive for the narrownefs 

* of her circumftances were, however, not de- 

* nicd her : — (he was never without tickets, for 

* the mafquerades, ridottoes, operas, concerts, 
^ and plays, prefenced to her by her friends; none 

* of whom but thought themfeJves happy in her 

* accompanying them to thofe enter tainmeuts* 

' I WAS intimately acquainted with her, and 

* have often thought her one of the happieft of 

* our fex ; becaufe, whether it was owing to her 
^ good conduct or good fortune, ihe lived with* 
' out making any enemies i — the fweetnefs of 

* her behaviour charmed all who were witnefies 

* of it; and though there are many equally inno* 

* cent with herfelf, yet fome have a certain four- 

* nefs or haughtin^fs in their deportment which 

* renders people induftrious to find out fomethmg 

* to condemn them ; and thofe who think them- 

* felves infulted by any airs of that kind are apt 
' enough to conftrue to themfelves, or at leaft 
' reprefent to others, the moft harmlefs actions 

* as highly criminial. 

•But Jlufia was the darling of all that knew 
he/, — 'Wherever (he came a general and un- 
feigned pleafure dIfFufed itfelf in every fac€ 
through the whole company. It is fcarce pof- 
fible to fay whether (he was more admired by 
the men, or loved by the women : — a thing 

C 6 * wonderful 
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' wonderful you will own, and what fome peo- 

^ pie take upon them to fay is incompatible, yet 

* fo in reality it was. — Dear, fweet, agreeable^ 
*' entertaining Alienoy how I lament the lad re* 

* verfe of thy condition ! 

^ fiuTy ladies, I detain you too long from the 
' promifed narrative; compelled by the refiftlels 
^ impulfe of my commiferation for this unfortu-^ 
^ nate creature, I have, perhaps, too much ep* 

* croached upon your patience, and that of your 

* readers, for which I aflc pardon of both> and 
' will now come to the point. 

* Among the number of Jlieffa*s admirers, 
■ there was a commander of one of his majefty*s 
^ (hips, a gentleman of good family, agreeable 

* perfon, and handfome fortuiie, exclusive of hi^ 

< commiiSon :-— whether he had more the art 

* of perfwafion than any of his rivals, I will not 

* pretend to fay ; but it is certain, that either bis 
^ merit or good fortune rendered every thing he 

* faid to her more acceptable than the moft 
^ courtly addrefles of any other perfon. 

. * To be brief, flie loved him : — his manner^ 

** whatever it was, enfnared her young heart, and 

' the fociety of her dear captain was preferable 

.* to her to any other joy the world could give. 

* I AM very well aflured his preteniions wer^ 

< on an honourableifoot,otherwife they had been 
.* rejedlcd at the firfti all her aequaintance ex- 

* pefted every day to hear of the completion of 

* their wiflies by a happy marriage ; when can- 

* trary to her, and it may be to his expeftations, 

* he was ordered -to fail for the WeJi'Inditt^ and 
^ to be ftationed there for three years. 

* How 
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' How terrible a rebuff this was to her deareft 
hopes any one may judge, and the more fo as 
he did not prefs Iier to complete the marriage 
before his departure : — (he thought with rea- 
fon, that if his paffion had been equal to his pre« 
tenfions, he would have rejoiced to have fecured 
her to himfelf ; but ihftead of that, he Teemed 
rather lefs affiduous than he had been, and much 
more taken up with the vexation of being obli- 
ged to be fo long abfent from his native country » 
than from that perfon, whom he had a thoufand 
times fworn was infinitely more valuable to 
him than any thing beiides, either in that oc 
the whole world. 

^ I w ILL not pretend to be fo well acquainted 
with his thoughts, as to fav pofitively he had 
never loved her ; but, I believe, you will be 
of opinion with me, that this behaviour was 
far from being the indication of a fincere aa4 
ardent paffion* 

* She had too much wit not to perceive this 
flight, but too much tendernefs to refent it as fhe 
ought to have done ; and when he told her, as he 
fometimes vouchsafed to do, that he depended 
on her confiancy, and that he fhould find her at 
his return with the fame inclinations he left her 
poflefled of in his favour, (he always anfwered^ 
that it was impoffible for time,abrence, or any 
other folicltations, ever to prevail on her to call 
back that heart fhe had given him j andxon- 
firmcd the promife of prefervmg herfelf entirely 
for him with all the imprecations the moft vio- 
lent and faithful paffion could fugged. 

« Had there been no poffibility for him io 

t have 
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* have imploredi nor (he to have granted ftronger 

< aflurances for his future happinefs, he doubtlefs 
' migtit, and ought to have been content with 

* thefe ; but as there were confent of friends^ 

< licenfes, and wedding rings eafy to be had> and 

* churches, chapels, and clergymen plenty, no 
' impediment to prevent their being joined 

* for ever, how could the dull infenfible entertain 

* one thought of going away without having firft 

* fettled fo material a point ! 



* But in all the tender interviews that pafled 
between them, after the arrival of thofe orders, 
which were to feparate them for fo long a time, 
he never once a&ed her to mafry him -, and as 
he made no offers that way, her modefiy would 
no( fufFer her to be the firft propofer. 

^ At length the cruel day of taking leave was 
come; — never parting had* more the fhew of 
mournful : I fay the Jbetu, becaufe I cannot 
thinic the captain bad any real grief at heart : 
but on the Hde of Jliena it was truly fo ; yet 
did not all (he exprefled in his prefence come 
in any competition with wbatihe fuflFered after 
he was gone. -—No defcription can any way 
e^ual the diftradtion (he was in ; I (hall there- 
fore not attempt it, but leave you to judge ihe 
caufe by the confequence. 

< For fome days (he (hut herfelf up, gave a 
loofe to tears and to complainings, and fcarce 
could be prevailed upon to take needful nourifh* 
ment : — her father's commands, however, and 
remonftrances, how much this conduct would 
incur the ridicule of the worlds at laft made 
her^iflume a more chearful countenance, and 
(heconfentcd to feecompany^ and appear abroad 

f a» 
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< as ufual ; but while we all thought her grief waf 
^ abated, it preyed with greater violence by being 
^ reftrained, and infpired her with a refelution 

< to facrifice every thing {he had once valued her* 

* felf upon, rather than continue in the condi- 

* tion flie was. 

* In fine, one day when fiie was thought to 
^ be gone on a vifit to one of her acquaintance^ 

* ihe went to a fale-lhop, equipt herfelf in the 
' habit of a man, or rather boy, for being vtxy 

* fltort, Ihe feemed in that^refs not to exceed 
^ twelve or thirteen years of age at moft. 

< Thinking herfelf not fuffictenttykdifguifed 

< even hj this, (he made her fine flaxen toir be 

* ihaved, and covered her head with a little brown 
^ wig ; which wrought fo great a change in her, 
^ that' had her own ^tber happened to nave met 

< her, be would not have known her after this 
^ transformatioo. 

* But it waa not her intention to run that 

< hazard, nor had (he taken all this pains to live 

* concealed in L9nd$n ;— *ihe always knew (he 
« loved the captain, but knew not till now with 

< how much violence file did fo ; or that for the 

* fake of being near him, ihe tould forego all 
^ that ever bad or ought to have been dear to 

* hex. 

< I WILL not detain your attention with any 

* repetition of thgfe confliifb which muft necef- 

* farily rend her bofom, while going about the - 
^ execution of a delign, the moft daring fure that . 

* ever woman formed:-^ you will naturally con^. 
^ ceive them, when I acquaint you what it was. 

' « Not 
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< Not able to fupport life without the pre- 
fence of him who had her heart, (he feemed 
with her habit to have thrown off all the fears 
and modefty of womanhood : — the fatal foft- 
nefs of our fex alone remained ; and that, guid- 
ed by the dilates of an ungovernable paffion^ 
made her defpife all dangers, hardihipS) infamy^ 
and even death itfelf. 

•She went direflly to Grave/end^ where her 

• lover's (hip lay yet at anchor, waiting hts arri- 

• val, who was gone into the country to take 

• leave of fome relations. This (he knew, and 

• refolved, if poiSble, to get herfelf entered on 

• board befoFehe came, being unwilUnghe (hould 

• fee her til] they were under fail : not that, as 

• (he has fince declared, (he had any thoughts of 
*• difcovering herfelf to him in cafe he knew her 

< not, but that if he (houid happen to dp fo, (he 

• might avoid any arguments he might make ufe 

• of to difltiade her from an enterprt^ee (he was 

• determined to purfue at all events, and, even 
' againft the inclination of him for whofefake (he 

< undertook it. 

• She was a great admirer of an old play of 
Biaumont and FUtcber*s^ called Philajiir ; or, 
Lovi lies a Weding:'^ the charafter of BiUarh, 
who, difguifed like a page, followed and waited 
on her beloved prince in all his adventures, 
ftrangely charmed her ; and (he thought, as her 
paffion was equal to that of any woman ini the 
world, it would become her to atteit it by a£lions 
equally extravagant; and inthemid(lof allthofe 
fliocks, with which reafon and modefty at 
fome time (hook her heart, felt a pleafure in 
the thoughts of attending her dear captain, being 
' alway about him^ doing little fervices for him, 

' and 
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* and having an opportunity of obferving his be- - 

* haviour on all occafions. 

* As (he had often heard the captain talk of his 
' firft lieutenant with'a great deal of friendfihip, 

* (he thought him the moft proper perfon to ad- 

* drefs; accordingly flie waited till he came on 

* ibore, and went to hjs lodgings, where being 

* cafily admitted, (he told him (he had a great in- 

* clination to the fea ; but as her age and want 

* of (kill in the art of navagation rendered her un- 

* fit as yet for any fervice, except that of attend* 
^ ing fome or other of the officers, (he begged to 
^ be received in the ftation of a cabbin-boy : — - 
^ (he added, that (he had heard fuch extraordinary 
^ praifes of the captain's humanity and gentlenefs 
< to all belonging to him, that (he had an ex- 

* treme ambition to attend on bimi if fuch a 

* favour might be granted her. 

u 

* Ths lieutenant eyed her attentively all the 
time (he was fpeaking, and was feized with t 
fomethihg which be had never felt before, and 
at that time was far from being able to account 
for ; and this fecret impulfe it was that made 
him unable to ref ufe her requeft, tho' he knew 
very well that a fufficient number of boys had 
been already entered : he told her, however, 
that he could not give her ^ny a(rurance of be- 
ing employed about the captain's perfon, till he 
had fpoke to him concerning it ; but that (ince 
(he feemed fo defirous of it, he would ufe all 
his intereft. with him on that (core; and added, 
what die knew as well as himfelf, that he was 
abfent at that time, but was expeded to arrive 
the fame day» 

< ALIEN A was highly content with the pro- 

* mife 
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mife he made her, tnd not doubted but when 
ihe was once in the (hip with him» (he (hould 
find out fome ftratagem or other to make him 
take notice of her, and alfo to ingratiate hcrfelf 
fo much with him, as to oceafion him to take 
hereunder his own care, even though it (hould 
be her fate at firft to be placed with any of the 
inferior officers. 

^ She thanked the lieutenant a thoufand times 
over, and was ready to fall at his feet in token 
of her gratitude ^ but intreated he would con- 
tinue his goodnefs fo far as to order her to be 
put on board, left he (hould in the hurry of his 
affairs, forget the promife be had made^ and 
they (hould fail without her. To which he an<^ 
fwered, that (he had no need to be under any 
apprehenfions of that fort, for he (hould fend his 
fervant with her to a houfe where there wer* 
feveral boys of the fame ftation, and he believed 
much of the fame age, al>d that the long-boat 
would put them all on board that evening* 

^ This intirely eafed all her fcruples, and (he 
was beginning afire(h to teftify the fenfe (he had 
of the favour he did her, when fome company 
coming in to vifit the lieutenant, he called his 
man, andfent him tacondud her to the houfe 
he had mentioned. 

* There (he found feveral youths ready c- 
quiptfor theirvoyage,andwhofe rough athletic 
countenances and robuft behaviour became well 
enough the vocation they had taken upon them, 
but rendered them very unfit companions for. 
the gentle, the delicate jflhna. 

^ The difcourfe they had with each other, the 

! oaths 
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* oBths they fwore, and the tricks they played by 

* way of diverting themfelves, frighted heralmoft 
^ out of her intention ; but {he was much more 

* fd when they began to lay theif hands on her 

* to make one in their boifterous exercifes : the 

< more abafhed and terrified (he looked, the more 

< rude they grew, and pinching her on the ribs^ 

* as boys frequently do to one another, one of 

* them found flie had breafts, and cried with a 

* great oath, that they had got a girl among them : 

* — on this they were all for being fatisfied* 
' and had doubtlefs treated her with the mo^i 

* (hocking indecency, had not her cries brought 

* up the woman of the houfe, who being in- 

* formed of the occafion of the uproar, took -^/i- 

* ena from them, and was goi^g to carry her into 

* another room, in order to learn the truth of thia 

* adventure, when the lieutenant entered, and 

* found his new failor all in tears, and the reft ia 

* a loudlaugh« ^, 

^ The caufe of all this was foon explained to 

* him, but the ereateft myfiery was ftill behind, 

* nor did he find it very cafy to come at ; for tho* 

* ji/Jena confeiTed to him, and to the landlady, 

< after they had taken her into a private room, 

* that fhe was a woman, yet who ihe was, and 

* the motive which had induced her to difguife 

* herfelf in this manner, (he feemed determined 
^ to keep from their knowledge, and only begged, 

* that as her defign had mifcarried, by her fex be- 

* ing fo unfortunately difcovered, thej would 

< permit her to go without making any further 

< inquiry concerning her. 

( Bu T this requeft the lieutenant would by no 

* means comply with ^ -— he now no bnger won* 

* dered at tbofe fecret emotions which bad worked 

^ about 
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about his heart at iirft fight of her, and avowed 
the force of nature, which is not to be deceiv* 
ed tho' the fenfes may, and frequently are. 

^ H£ now indulged the admiration of her beau- 
ty, much more than he would give himfelf the 
hberty of doing while he thought her wh^t her 
habit fpoke her, and looked fo long till he in- 
tirely looked away his heart : -— he was really 
in love with her, but was either afhamed of be- 
ing fo for a young creature, whofe virtue and 
difcretion he had no reafon to have a very high 
idea of, or was awed by that refpe£): which is 
infeparable from a true afFeSion, from declaring 
himfelf. To which ever of thefc motives it was, 
I will not take upon me to determine, but he 
was intirely filent on that head, and only told 
her in a gay manner, that as he had entered her 
on her earneft defire, be could not. confent to 
difcharge her, ^ithout knowing fomethingmore 
of her than that (he was a woman : — nay^ adde4 
he, even of that I am not quite ajfured : — / havi 
only thi teftimony of two or three beys, who, in 
fuch a cafe^ are mt to be depended upon : I 

think that I ought, at leajf^ to fatisfy my f elf in 
that point. 

< In fpeaking thefe words he oiFered to pluck 
her towards him, and the vile woman of the 
houfe, who had no regard for any thing but her 
bwnintereft, in obliging her cuflomers, guefTmg. 
the lieutenant's dehgns, and perhaps thinking 
them worfe than they were in reality, went out 
ofthe room, and left diem together. 

• This, indeed^ quite overcome all the refo- 
lution of Mena\ (he thought flie faw fomethino; 
in the eyes of the lieutenant that> even more 

< than 
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than his words, threatened her with all a maid 
of honour and condition had to dread ; and after 
having ftruggled with all her might to get loofe 
of the hold he had taken of her, threw herfelE 
at his feet, and with a flood of tears, and broken 
tf embling voice, conjured him to have pity on 
her, and fuffer her to depart. — If ever ^ fafd. 
flie, you Wire taught t$ revere virtue in another^ 
or Uve thepraStice of it your f elf \ if you have any 
kindred whofe chajlity is dear to you^ for their 
fakes y and for your own^ commiferate a wretched 
maidy whom chance and her own folly atone have 
thrown into your power . 

« Th e se words, the emphafis with which th^y 
were delivered, and the afiion that accompanied 
them, made the lieutenant, who as it luckily 
proved for her, was really a man of honour, 
Ihudder as (he fpoke them : — he raifed her 
from the pofture fhe had been in, with more re- 
fpe£t than indeed, confidering all things, fhe 
could in reafon haveexpeded -, defired (he would 
not be under any appreheniions of his behaving 
to her in a nanner fhe could not be brought to 
approve ; but in return for that felf-denial, he 
iliU infifted fhefliould make him the confidaAt 
of the motive which had obliged her to expoTe 
faerfelf to the dangers (he had done. 

« JLASj Jir^ anfwered flie, iftill weeping, as 

* for the danger you mention^ and which I have 

* but too cruelly experienced^ I never had once a 

* thought of them ; and as for any I might encoun-^ 

* ter fron the inclemency of the winds and waves, I 
« defpifed them : — whatever hard/hips I Jhould 

* have fujlaiued in the profecution of my intended 

* enterprizey would have afforded me more plea fur e 
> than pain^ had fate permitted mi to have under- 

f g^ne 
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* g$ne them conaaled;^^ najf^ death it f elf heid been 
^ welconUy had it feized me on b$ard tb^t Jbip my 

* heart was bent to live or die in : — but endlefs 

* grief and mifery is now my doom^fince denied the 

< lajlj the only fatisfa^ion this wide tuorUauld 

* give me. 

« YET pardon me^ continued (he, if Icemnot 
« let you into the fecret of who I amy or what in* 

* duced me to thisjlrange ramble : — let it there- 

< fore €ontent you to know I am not of the U/weJl 

* rank of people ; that my reputation is not alto- 

* get her my own^ fince my family will be fufferer\ 
^bymy fault if known y and alfoj that how much 

* foever my dif gulfing my f elf in this manner may 

* fubjeSi mf to your cenfure^ yet my very foul jbr inks 
^ at di/honour ; and that this a^fion^ which alone can 

* be alledged againft me, is a greater difguife to my 

* real principles^ than my habit has been to my 
yfex. 

* Ths lieutenant liftened with all the atten- 

* tion (he wifhed ; every fy liable (he uttered funk 

* into his foal : -— bis love^ his admiration, his 

* aftoniflinient, increafed every moment; but 

* though he began to feel more pure flames for 

* her, than thofelietefiifiedathis firft informa- 
^ tion (he was a woman, yet they were too ardent 

* to permit him to let her go from him Without 

* giving him fome probable hopes of ever feeing 

< her more : he gave a turn indeed to his manner 

* of treating her, yet itill gave her to underftand, 
^ he would not part from her, without being made 

* privy to every thing he wiihed to know, 

r 

* To this poor Jliena anfwered little but with 
* . tears^ and while he continued prefSng, (be eva- 

* ding, a failor came in to acquaint him thecap^ 

*- tain 
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' tain was arrived ; on which he haiflly took 
' leave, but before he left the houfe, charged the 
' landlady, as {he valued his friendfhip, not to let 

* the feeming boy ftir out of the room. 

^ This Jliena was ignorant of, till imagining 

* herfelf at liberty, (he was going down ftairs, in 

* order to quit a place where (he had nothing but 

* ruin to expefl, Ihe was met by the woman of 

* the houfe, who obliged her to turn back, and 

* then locked her into a room, telling her fhe 

* muft ftay till the return of the lieutenant. 

^ Now had this unfortunate creature full li« 
^ ber ty to reiledl on the mifchtefs (he had brought 

* upon herfelf : — - night came on, and every mo* 
^ ment came loaded with new horrors :•— the 
^ lieutenant returned not, but as (he was in con- 
< tinual apprehenfions of him, (he refolved not 
' to pluck off her cloaths, nor even venture to lie 

* down on the bed, left (he (bould fall into afleep, 
^ and by that means be rendered incapable of re- 

* iifting any violence that might be offered to her. 

* All night long did (he walkabout the cham-^ 
' ber, in ansagony of mind which ftands in need 

* of no defcription, nor can be reached by any:-^ 
^ had the window looked into the flreet, (he 

* would certainly have jumped out, but being 
' backwards her efcape would have been no far- 
' ther than the yard of the fame houfe, which, 
' as (he was wholly ignorant of the paiTages, left 
^ her no room to hope (he could gee through 

* without difcovery. 

• A THOUSAND different ideas rofe in her al* 

* moft dlftraSed brain : — (he feared the lieu- 
tenant^ and faw no way to avoid himi but by 

t * the 
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^ the protedion of the captain^ and how to ac-» 

< quaint him with any thing of what had pafled 
^ flie knew not;— at laft ue bethought Irerfelf 

* of attempting to do it even by the lieutenant 

< himfelf; and accordingly when he came, as he 

* cTid pretty early in the mornin^y (he faid to bim 

* with all the courage (he could afTume, 

* SIR J you inftjl onkmwing who I amy which I 

* am determined to He rather than comply with : 

* there is but one way^ by which you have a chance 

* of gratifying your curio/sty:'^ be the bearer ofe^ 

* letter from me to your captain >^he knows me^ and 

* if he thinks fit J will informyou of every things 

^ The lieutenant on this began to guefs fome« 

* what of the truth, and agreed to do as (he 
^ de(ired» and immediately called for pen, ink, 

* and paper for her ; which being brought, (he 

* was not long writing thefe lines : 

To Captain ■ 
« rjNJBLE to fufport your abfence^ IfoU 

* ^ lowed you in aifguife^ defirous of no other 

* happinefs than to enjoy concealed your fight : an 
5 unlucky accident has difcovered me : -^ yourfirfi 

* lieutenant^ whofe prifoner I now am^ can tell you 

* by what means: — for heaven* s fake deliver nu 

* from his hfwery that I may either return to my 

* father^ if he will receive me after this adventure^ 

* or die withjhame of it in fome obfcure comer of 

* the world. 



* She fubfcribed no name, nor was there in- 
deed any occafion for doing it to one fo well 
acquainted with the characters of her hand- wri- 
ting ; the Itcutenant fuffcred her to feal it with- 
out once asking to fee the contents, and gave 

^^his 
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his word and honour to deliver it the fame hour 
into the captain's hapds, and bring whatever 
anfwer fliould be returned. 

' He now, it is certain, began to fee a good 
deal into this extraordinary aifair: —he no lon- 
ger doubted but love of the captain had been 
the caufe ; but, it is highly probable, imagined 
alfo that more had paiTed between that gentle- 
man and his fair charge, thanthey in reality 
were guilty of. 

* Th e generous concern he had for her youth 
and beauty, however, made him impatient to 
fee in what manner her lover would receive this 
billet 'y he therefore hurried away to his lodg* 
ings, where he was ftrangely furprized to find a 
great croud of officers, and other people, about 
the door, and on his going up ftairs faw thm 
captain, and three gentlemen, whom he knew 
not, engaged in a very warm difpute. — The 
caufe of it was this : 

* The family of Jliena had no foaner miiTed 
her, than ftri<^ fearch was made for her all over, 
the town : — accident at laft difcovered wheiMi 
(he had exchanged her habit, and the difguife 
fhe had made choice of, made them natuarlly 
comjedure on what dedgn (he was gone ; but 
not being able to imagine that fo young and art* 
lefsa maidihouldhave undertaken an ienterprize 
of this bold kind, concluded (he muft have her 
advifers and exciters to it: and who but the cap- 
tain could they fufpe£t of being fo: —they were 
therefore aflured in their own minds, that fome 
private correfpondence had been carried on be- 
tween them iince his pretended taking leave. — 
Incenfed againft him, as, had their thoughts been 

Vol. ni. D * true. 
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« true, they ^*uld have had the higheft reafon, 

* they complained of the infult, and obtained an 

< order to fearch the (hip, and force her from this 

* betrayer of her honour : — to this end, they 

* brought proper officers with them to Grave/end^ 

< and had the aififtance of others belonging to- 

< ^that place. 

< Be F OR B they proceeded to extremities, how- 
ever, they went to the captain's lodgings, being 
told on their arrival he was not yet gone on 
board. — At firft, the father, an uncle, and a 
coufin of All fna\ who all came down together, 
remonfirated to him, in terms tolerably mild, 
how ungentleman-Iike an adion it was, to de- 
lude a young girl of family, and to whom he 
had made an honourable courtfhip, to quit her 
friends, and accompany him in fo ihameful a 
itianner ; but finding he denied all they accufed 
him of, as well he might, they began to grow 
extremely rough : — the uncle, who had Tome 
intereft at the board of admiralty, told him he 
would fhake his comroiffion, and many fuch« 
like menaces : *;- which the captain, knowing 
his innocence, was littk able to endure, and 
their mutal rage was expreffing itfelf in the 
higheft terms, when the lieutenant entered. 

< This gentleman liflened for fome moments 

< to what was faid, without fpeaking, and eafily 

< perceiving, by the repartees on both fides, the 

* meaning of what at his firft entrance feemed fo 

* aftonifhing,— HoU^ gentkmin^ cried he to the 

< kindered of Alitna^ your paffion bat tranfported 

* you Uo far^ and I dan Jay you will hereaftgr 

* own hting guilty of an injuJUayou will be afhanud 

* ofi when once the truth comes to be revealed : — / 
^ believe^ continued he, I am tie onfyperfoneopable 
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* of clearing up this myjlery \ but before 1 do fs^ 

* beg have to give a Utter t$ my captain ^ put into 

* nt^ hands this mornings for the f of e delivery of 

* which 1 have pawned my honour. 

* Not only the captain, but thofc who cmtit 

* to accufe him, were furprized at what he faid ; 

* but the former taking the letter hadily out of 
' his hands, and having read it with a great deal 

* of real amazement, which 1 have heard theoi 

* all allow was very viiible in his countenance^ 
' walked feveral times about the room with a 

* confufed emotion j — then paufed, then walk- 
^ ed aad paufed again^ as if uncertain how he 
' ihouldbehaf e in an exigence, which, ic mufi be 
^ owned, demanded fome deliberation; the father 
' and the uncle of AU^na {{111 crying out he muft 

* produce the girl, and growing claniorous,fplecn, 
^ pettiOinefs, or a value for his own charafter, 
^ more than for that of the woman he had onCe 
{ pretended to adore, made him throw the 
^ letter upon the table in an abrupt manner, and at 

* the fame time bad them go jn fearch of the per* 
^ fon they came in queft of; adding, that what was 

* wanting in the young lady, was owing to her 

* want of proper education, rather than to any 
^ infinuations or crafts he had pradiifed on her. 

* The father, finding it his daughter's hand, 

* read it with a (hock which is not to be expref- 
^ fed, and having given it to his brother, cried, 

* Whete^ — who is the lieutenant^ into whofi 

* power wy poor unhappy girl has fallen ? 

* I am the perfon^ faid the Vicutemn^^ and but 

* to clear my captain from any imputation of a baje 

* defign^ /hoidd not have /poke what I now find my - 

* fe If obliged to do. 
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* He then related in what manner Aliena came 

* to him, the earneftnefs with which ihe begged 
^ to be entered on board ; and in fine, neither 
^ omitted nor added to any thing of the truth. 

* This ftruck the kindred oi Aliena into the 

* utmoft confufion :—* every thing proved the 

* innocence, and as even I, dear ladies, who am 

* her friend, muft own the felly of this unhappy 

< girl \ all bluibed and hung down their heads, 

* oppreflcd with confcious ihame : — the captain 
^ pitied the con fter nation they were in, and his 

< heart, I cannot but think, throbbed for the con- 

* dition oi Aliena: — Come^ faid he to his lieute-* 
^ nant, in as gay a manner as the circumftance 

* would admit, /#/ us go vijit the lady who it feems 

* is yourprifoner^ and fee what ranfom will be de^ 

* mandedfor her. 

« The lieutenant made no other anfwer than 

< a low bow, iind immediately conduced them 

* where they found the unfortunate Aliena walk- 
^ ing about the room in her boy's cloaths, difirac- 

* ted in her mind at what reception her letter 

* would find from the captain, but little thinking 
^ of the new guefls who entered her chamber. 

< Oh, dear SpeSiator^ think and judge what 
<' this poor foul mufl feel, at the fight of her lover, 
^ her father, and the nearefl of her kindred thus 

* at once prefented to her : — - what might have 

* excufed h^r to the one, rendered her criminal 

< to the other; nor could the foft impulfe of love 

< coincide with what (he owed to duty, and the 

* decorum of reputation. 

* At feeing them thus all together, fhe fell into 
> /aintings, from which (he was recovered but to 

* relapfe 
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relapfeagaui, and the firftwordsfhefpoke were, 
I am ruirtidfor ivsr,^^ToUf ftr^ faid flie to her 
father, can mvery I am fur e^ forgive the dif' 
honour I have brought upon your family ;— and . 
^^», purfued fhe, turning to the captain/ tc;/^^!/ 
can you think of the wretched Aliena ! This very ■ 
proof 1 have given fouef my love^ the extremef^ . 
the tender eji love that ever heart was capable of . 
feelings even you may cenfure^ as not confijlent 
with the prudence and decorum of my f ex : -— ob 
wretched ! — wretched am I every way^ by all 
defervedly abandoned, 

' The condition they faw her in difarmed 

* her kindred of great part of the indignation . 

* they before had been full of, and hearing the 

< captain teftify abundance of tender concern for 

* the hazards to which ihe had expofed herfelf for 

* his fake, they withdrew to a window, and after 

^ a (hort confaitation, defired the captain to go . 

* with them into another room; which requell 

* he readily complying with, the father of Aliena 

* told him, that as he had courted his daughter, 
' and fo far engaged her afFedions as to be indu- 

* ced by them to take a ftep fo contrary to diity 
^ and reputation, he thought it would become him 

* to filence the reproaches of the world by mar- 

< rying her before he embarked. 

< The captain not returning an immediate 

< anfwer to this propofal, gave opportunity to the 

* uncle and coufin of Aliena to fecond what the 

* father had faid; and they made ufe of many ar* 

* guments to convince him, that in honour and 

* confcience he ought not to depart and leave her 

* to be expofed to calumuny for an action of 

* which he had been the fole caufe. 

D 2 < To 
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* To all ;«rhich, as foon as thty had done 
fpeaking, the captain replied, that he defined no 
greatef happinefs in life than being the husband 
oi AUifia^ provided the duties of his poll had 
not called htm fo fuddenly away y but as he 
mufl not only immediately be fnatched from 
htv zvm^^ but alfo be abfent thence for fo long 
a time, he thought it inconfiftent^ either with 
love or reafon, to leave her a wife under fucb 
circumftances : — that if her aflFe<5lion was a» 
well rooted as as (he faid it was, (be would 
doubtlefs have the patience to wait his return; 
and that if he heard nothing on her part, which 
fliould ob!i;!;e him to change the Sentiments h« 
at prefent had^ he ihould tnen himfeJf be a pe- 
titioner for her hand. 

• On this they told him, he had no reafon to 

* fufpcfl the finccrlty of her love, (lie had givf ri 

* but too fubflantial a proof of it, by the naad 

* exploit fhe had undertaken* 

• DO not think me ungrateful^ anfwered lie, 

* haftily, if I fay it is a proof of the violence of 

* /' , ivhich I Je$ with more grief than faiifa£llm\ 
' hecaufe anions of this kind are judged by thofe 
^ who view them tuith different eyeSy as fomtwhai 

* romantic^ and occafton a good deal of idle ridicule 
' among the laughing part of the world ;— • but^ 

* continued he, as confiancy more than vehemen£e 
^' of affeSlion is reqinfite to render the conjugal 

* Jiate a happy one^ it is time alone can affure me 

* ^f felicity with the lady in queflion : — for 
** luhich reafon Imuji not think of entering into any 

* bmds of the nature you mention till after my r#- 

* turn. 

* Tagts artfwer, determinate as it was, did not 

* make 
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make them give over ; but all they urged was 
preaching to the wind, and the more they 
feemed to refent his refufal, the more obftinate* 
ly he perflfted in it ; and they were obliged to 
leave Grave/end^ taking with (hem the difcon-* 
folate Attena^ nolefs diflatisfied in their minds 
than when they came into it. 

« How changed is now the fate of ihis young 
lady ! — The idol once of her acquaintance, the 
pity now of fome, and the contempt of others. 
— The fearch made for her in town after her 
elopement made the affair no fecret : — every 
one talks and judges of it according to their dif- 
ferent humours \ but few there are who put the 
bed con(lru£^ion. — Senfible of this^fhe rarely 
ftirs abroad, and at home is treated in a manner 
quite the reverfe of what (be was accuftonied 
to before this accident : — her father and bro* 
thers look on her as a blemi(h to their family, 
and her fiflers take every opportunity to re- 
proach her. —The captain has never wrote to 
her fmce he went, tbo* feveral letters from him 
have been received by others. -^In fine^'t is im- 
pofEble Co paint her fituation fo truly miferable 
as it is : — all I can fay gives but a faint idea of 
it ; yet fuch as it is, I flatter myfelf, will be. 
fufficient to induce you to make her innocence 
as public as poffible, by inferting this faithful 
account of the whole affair. 

• I AM alfo pretty confident that the good- 
nature which feems to fparkle through all your 
waitings, befides the common interefl; of our 
feXf wtl) make you a little expatiate on the un^ ' 
generous proceeding of the captain : — the more 
honour he may have in other refpeds, the lefs 
he is to be excufed in regard to Alima\ fmce it 
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* was that very honour which betrayed her into 

* a fatal confidence of his love and fincerity, . 

< Had he been poflefled of a muchlefs fhare 

* of paifion for her than he had profefled, or had 

* ihe even been indifFerent to him, gratitude, me- 

* thinks, (hould have made him marry her, (ince 
^ there ^vas no other way to heal the wounds {he 
^ had given her reputation for his fake, 

* But I will not anticipate your judgments on 
' this hc^d, and after hegging pardon for this long 

* letter, conclude with afluring you that 

/ anxy Ladies, 

Tour fincere wtll-wijber^ 

Red-Lyon*Square, j j aL. u r 

March 29, 1 745. Jndmoji humble fervant, 

Clarib£lla».* 



' ^.^ 



Of all the letters with which the Female Spec 
tGtor has been favoured, none gave us a greater 
mixture of pain and pleafure than this : — it is 
ijiiiicult'to fay whether the unhappy ftory it con- 
tains, or the agreeable manner in which it is re- 
]aa;ed, moil engages our attention ; but while we 
do juitice to the hiftorian, and pity the unfortu- 
nate lady, in whofe caufe (he has employed her 
pen, we muft be wary how we excufe her faults^ 
ib far as to hinder others from being upon their 
guard not to fall into the fame. 

EUPHROSINE, whofe ftrift adherence to 
filial duty, has been taken notice of inoneofour 
former lucubrations, cannot tell how to forgive 
Jllena for fo palpable a breach of that, as well as 
of modefty, in quitting her father*s houfe, in a 
manner which, indeed, one would imagine^ the 
hare thought of would Arike too much of horror 

intc^ 
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into a virtuous mind^ to be able to carrjr it into 
execution. 

It is certain, that nothing can be more aflonifh-^ 
lAg, than that fo young a creature, bred up in the 
ftri£ieft principles of virtue, and endued with the 
perfe(Sions Claribella afcribes to her, could all at 
once throw off every confideration of what flie 
owed berfelf, her family, and her fex, to expofe 
herfelf to fuch wild hazards^the leaft of.whi«h 
was worfe than death. 

To us it feems plain, that how much wit (o^ 
ever (he may be miftrefs of in converfation, 0ie is 
altogether incapable of making any folid reflec- 
tions :-^ there mtift be a romantic turn in her 
mind ,'which might have been heightened by read- 
ing thofe extravagant fictions with which fome 
books abound. — This Claribella feems to think 
berfelf, by her mentioning the fondnefs her fair 
unhappy friend teftified for the charadler of Bel- 
laria.'-'^sa (he thought it an amiable one, it is 
Bot therefore to be wondered at that fixe copied 
after it^ 

If poets would conCder how great an eflFcfi 
their writings have upon the minds-of young pec^ 
pie,, they would furely never pa'irtt whatever isaii 
error incondud in too beautiful colours, nor en- 
deavour to excite pity on the ftage for thofe ac- 
tions, which* every where elfe juttly incur both 
punilhment and contempt; but too many of them, 
as well ancient as modern, havefeemed to employ 
their whole art in touching the pajjions, without 
any regard to the morals of an audience ; as a 
licry judicious Italian author once faid of them,, 
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Oltrammtani non fano xelanti ielU huom ngiU 
de modejiia & de prudenza. 

That is, 
. * Those on the other fide of the mountains^ 
* make no fcruple of breaking the good laws of 
^ modefty and prudence/ 

A G£VTLE9 generous, tender foul, we are 
ready to allow her, but muft at the fame time 
fay, that fuch a difpofition, where it happens to 
be joined with a weak judgment, is extremely 
dangerous to the perfon pofleffed of itj becaufe it 
often tranfports fuch a one to excefles, by which 
the beft virtues may become vices. 

This was evidently the cafe in regard to jfligna: 
-^ her love for the captain, as his addrefics were 
honourable, was natural, and nothing in it which 
could arraign her prudence, or her modefty : — 
the grief {he was under at the neceffity of parting 
with him for fo long a time, and even berfoft 
defires of being united to him before their fe* 
paration, had fomething amiable in them : —-had 
fhe ftuck there, and preferved her heart and per- 
fon till his return, and he had afterwards proved 
uni^rateful or inconftant to fuch love and fweet- 
nefs, no reproaches could have been equal to his 
crime \ but 1 apA forry to fay, that by giving Coa 
great a loofe to thofe qualities, which, kept with* 
m due limits,' had been worthy praife and imita* 
tion, {he forfeited all pretenfions to the efteem 
ef the man {he loved,^ as well as: of thofe teaft in* 
terefted in the affair. 

Th e Female Spiifator muft not therefore be (o 
far fwayed, either by her own good-nature^ or the 
4e&res of Claribilla^ as to attempt framing any 

excuP^ 
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excufefor tbofe very errors in condud, which 
thefe eflfays are intended only to reform. 

Neither is itpoffible to comply with the re* 
queft of this agreeable correfpdndent, in paffing 
too fevere a judgment on the captain's behaviour : 
— he might before this unhappy incident have 
had a very fincere paifion for AUena^ yet prudence 
might fuggeft to him many inconveniencies atten- 
ding the leaving fo young a wife to herfeif in)- 
mediately after marriage : — he imagined, perhaps^ 
that in his abfence (he might be expofed to trials 
her extreme youth and inexperience of the world 
would fail enabling her to bear, with that refolu- 
tion and intrepidity, which her honour, or atleaft 
her reputation, demanded, and might poifibly rea- 
fon with himfelfin this manner, if the Undernefs 
Jhe feems to regard mi withhai taken any deep rcot 
in her foulj and Jhe has realfy found any thing in 
me worthy of a ferious affeSfion^ Jhe will doubtlefs 
freferve herfeif for me till my return \ for if it be 
light and waverings marriage will be too weak to> 
fix it J and I could with lefs grief fupp^t the in' 
£onJiancy of a miftrefs tham a wife. 

Such reflefliom asthefe^ I fay> were very na- 
tural to a thinking man : — marriage is a thing 
of too ferious a nature to be entered into incon- 
iiderately or wantonly, as the very ceremony ol 
it, eftablifhed in our church, informs us $ and 
thofe who raihly take the facred bonds upon then) 
are in a ycry great danger of foongrov^ng weary 
of then*. 

Th e captain's love for Aliena therefore might 
not be iefs tender for its being more folid, than 
perhaps the impetuodty of her pailion made her 
yiiQx it was ; — for my parr, 1 fee no realbn that 
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could induce him to counterfeit an inclination^ 
which he felt not in reality:— the lady had na 
fortune, he aimed at nothing difhonourable, and: 
doubtlefs meant as he bad faid, to have made her 
bis wife^ had notthb unexpected reparation hap«^ 
pened. 

To this CtariheSa may probably reply, that 
whatever doubts might have arifen in bis mind^ 
concerning her conftancy before he took leave of 
her^ thedeiign (be afterwards formed of accompa- 
nying him in all his dangers, and the pains (he 
took for the accomplifhment of that enterpcize,, 
was a proof that her very life was wrapped up ia 
him, and that there was not the lead likelihood: 
file ever could be brought to regard any thing im 
competition with him. 

No BODY can,.indeed^ deny the greatnefs of hec- 
afFedion at that time, nor afErm that it would 
not have been as lading as it was violent ;. yet T. 
have known fome who have, run as extravagant, 
lengths,, even to their own ruin, for the accom- 
plifhment of their wi(hes, and no fooner were im 
pofleflion of them, than they repented what they- 
i»ad done, and became indifferent, if no worfe^, 
to the perfon they, but lately idolized, 

B£siD£Syas I have. taken notice in a formers 
Spi^iatery and every one may be convinced of by. 
a very li.ttle obfervation, it rarely happens,, that a. 
perfon fo young as Jlunaj czn be a judge of her 
own heart, and therefore the captain may very 
well deferve to be excufed for not being able to? - 
place fo great a. depenJance on. her prefent tender- 
acfs^.as I will npt fay fay but it might in reality bavjc; 
demanded. The p.oet tells us,. 
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TThen^s no.fuch thingas cjon/lancy w£ cally. 
Faith ties not heartT^ *tis inclination alJ: 
Some wit deformed^ or beauty mueh decay'd^ 
Firji confiancy in love a virtue made : 
From friendOiip they that land-mark did remove^ 
And falfely placed it on. the bounds o/lovc, 

Ufon the whole, it is the concurrent opinion 
of our fociety, that how much foever the making 
her his. wife,, under fuch circumftances,. might 
have magnified his love^ it would have lefTened his 
prudence ; and had ihe in fo long an abfence be?> 
liaved with more conduct: than could be well ex* 
peded, from a woman who had the (Irongeft pa{^ 
fions, and had teflified (he regarded nothing but 
the gratification of them, the reputation of his; 
wifdom^ in running fo great a hazard, mu A how- 
ever have fuffcred very much.. 

These reafons oblige us to acquit the captaim 
6f all ingratitude^ fo far as relates to the mam 
point ; but we cannot do fo, as to his not writing*. 
Co her :!«-he ought certainly to have taken all the 
opportunities which the diftance between them 
would admit, to confole her under affli<£lions,« 
which he muft be fenfible were unavoidable iiii 
circumflanccs fuch as hers ; and that he has not 
done fo, looks as if the Gravs/end affdlr had made 
an alteration in the.fentimenta he once had in her/ 
favour.. 

If it has happened thus, as there is too much) 

probability it has, thogreateiiadt of friendfhip to> 

jflijtna^xs to wean her as much as poflible from all 

i^membrance of their former loves j and perhaps 

this is the very reafon that her relations treat her 

with fo.much harflinefs, fince nothing fo much 

contributes to give One a diflalle to what has bee^. 

- too> 
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too dear, as to be perpetually teazed and reproach- 
ed for it by thofe we live with, and whom it h 
our iutereft to keep well with : — I can by no 
other motive account for, or excufe the cruelty 
of her brothers and fifters, fince it is certain her 
innate griefs are a fufiicient punifliment for her 
tranfgreifion, without any addition from another 
quarter. 

I WOULD have them, however, be cautious , 
and not try the experiment too far, left they fliouhi 
drive her to fuch extremes, as would make them 
afterwards repent being the caufe of» 

Numbers of unhappy creatures now groats 
under lading infamy, who, had thetr fault been 
forgiven^ and as much as poflible concealed from 
the knowledge of the world, perhaps had, by a 
future regularity of condu£^, atoned for the errors 
of the paft, and been as great a comfort to their 
iamiUeS) as they have fince been a difglTice- 

Instances of young people who, after the 
firft wound given to their reputation^have thought 
themfelves under no manner of reftraint, and a- 
bandoned to all fenfe of fhame, are fo flagrant^ 
that I wonder any parent or relation Ihould not 
tremble at publifliing a fault, which, if concealed^ 
might poilibly be the laft; but, if divulged, is, for 
the moft part, but the beginning and preludie to 
a continued feries of vice and ignominy^ 

J AM very much afra'd tbe friends Of Aliena 
have been too forgetful of this fo neceflary a max* 
im : — the furprize and indignation at her elope- 
ment, when they firft difcovered it, hurried them 
perhaps to en^uirics^ which, tho' they could not 

be 
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be blamed for making, IhoulH notwithftanding 
have been done with all the pjivacy imaginable. 

If 1 miftake their behaviour in this point, I 
heartily alk pardon ^ but am led into it by Clarim^ 
bellows letter, who, by defiring me to infert the 
ftory in vindication of her friend^s innocence,, 
gives me reafon to believe it has been but too 
publickly afperfed ; for when any thing of that na- 
ture comes to be the talk of the town, it is aU 
ways fure to appear in its worft colours* As /&* 
iibras ludicrouily fay8> 

Honour is Hie that glajjy bulhU^ 
Which gives pbilofophers fucb trouble r 
Whofe leaft part flaw*dy the whole doesfy,, 
4nd wits are cracked to find ot^ why^ 

I WOULD therefore advife, that /Siena {houli 
fcn^ the future, be ufed with more gentknefs i if 
one may judge of her difpofitions by the expref- 
fions ihe made ufe of to the lieutenant after the 
difcovery of her fex, &e is fufficiently afliamed o( 
her folly, and needs no upbratdings to convince 
her of it : — her condition^ in my opinion, now 
requires balfams^y not eorrofiuesi for though ill 
ufage may bring her to hate the remembrance of 
bim, and that paffion which has fubjeifted her to 
>t^ may alfo bring her in time to hate every thing 
clfe^ even her own life, and fall into a deipair^ 
which, I prefume,, none of them would wifli to 
fee. 

The fincerity and gou»! nature of Clartbella 
can never be too much applauded ; and however 
partial we may think her in this afFair, as the 
warmth of friendfhip can only fway a lady of her 
fsie uaderftauding to be fo^ the caufe renders 

the 
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the ffeSi rather amiable than the contrary.— We 
fball always receive with pleafure whatever we 
(hall be favoured with from fo agreeable a cor- 
refpondent, and wifii we may find in all thofe who 
are fo happy to enjoy her converfation the £ame 
zeal and generofity, as it is eafy to perceive by 
her manner of writing, her owa foul abounds 
witlu 

Whether thefe monthly eflays apfwer the 
great end propofedby them> of conducing in fome 
.meafure to that reSification of manners whici^ 
this age ftands fo much in need of, we cannot yet 
be able to determine ;^butof this we are cejtain, 
by the letters we receive, that wit, and the love 
of virtue, are not altogether baniOied the realm : 
the following, as well as many we have already 
had the pleafure of tranfmitting to the public, i& 
t proof of it^ 

To the Female Sfectatok:. 

Madam,. 

* A S I perceive you intcrfperfe your moral re* 
•• ^^ flexions with fuch adventures as promife 
^ either inftruction or entertainment to your rea- 
^ ders, I take the liberty of inclofing a little nar- 

* rative, which I can anfwer is a recent tranfac- 

* tion, and the truth of it known to a great man}c 
^ others as well as myfelf- 

* I SHALL make no apology for any btunders; 
^ in flile, having drawn it up as well as I could ^ 

* and leave thecorreflon and amendment to your 
''more elegant and judicious pen, which I am 
^ well convinced can fmooth the harfbeft exprefi- 
*• lion,, and cxtradt even gold from, the coarfeft 

metal*. 
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* tnetaL — I am, with the moft perfed admira« 
< tion and good wi(hes for your undertaking. 

Madam, 

* Your vgry bumble fervantj 
Kenfington. , s j rir •£ 

April 16, 1745. Andfuhfmher, 

« Elismonba.* 

The Lady's Revenge. 

AMONG the number of tbofe gay gallants 
who pride themfelves on being diftinguifhed 
at all public places, none had more reafon to boail 
of the modifii accomplifliments than Ziphranes : 
he fung, danced, dreiled well )— > had the knack 
of fetcing ofF, to the beft advantages, his family, 
his fortune, and his perfon ', — ^knew bow to trace 
his anceftors long before the conqueft ; to difcover 
fome particular perfe6iion in every acre of hh 
land, and to give all his limbs and features fuch 
geftures'as his glafs informed him would be moA 
becoming : -<— in fine, he was what we women 
caU a very pretty fallow : for as the poet too juftr 
ly (sLjs of usy 

Our thou^btlefs fex ts caught by outward form; 
And empty notf$y and loves itfelf in man». 

As he either founds or thought himfelf admired 
by all the ladies heconverfed with, he in return 
feemed to adn»ire them all : — « many friendfhips 
were broke, and great animofities have arofe oa 
the {core of this Jlmanzor in love, who triumphe(l 
wb^/evei: be came,^ v^icbout giving any oC the. f^ix 

con-w 
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contenders for bis heart leave to think {he had the 
power of intirely fubduing it :— if one feemed to 
have the advantage ov^r him today, {he was Aire 
of yielding it tomorrow to fome other beauty, 
who loft it again in her turn : — nay, fometimes 
in the fame hour he would prefs one lady by the 
hand, whifper a foft thing in the ear of another, 
look dying on a third, and prefent a love-fonnet 
of his own compofmg to a fourth. 

/ 

In this manner did he divide his favours, till 
he became acquainted virith B fir/ma, ^^zdy o( ^ 
good fortune, and very agreeable perfon : — {he 
lived moftly in the country, and when {he was in 
town kept but little company, and fcld^ni appeared 
in any public place i — {he was indeed more re- 
ferved than any other I ever knew in her age and 
^ircumftances 3 and though {he had an infinity of 
wit, chofe rather to be thought to have none, 
than to expofe it by (peaking more than ibe 
thought confident with that mode{ly, which {he 
fet the higher value upon, as {he faw others value 
it fo little. 

It was, perhaps, as much owing to this cha<^ 
radler of referve, as to any other perfefiiori in 
her, tho' few women can boaft In greater, that 
made the conqueft of her heart more flattering to 
the vanity of Ziphranes^ than any he had yet 
gained : but be that as it may, he approached her 
with a different kind of homage to what he had 
ever paid to any other w^man; and not only gave 
her that proof of his ferious attachment, but alio 
a much greater, which was this: he intirely gave 
over his gallantries to every former objedof them^ 
and confined' his addrefTes to her alone, to the 
afloniihment of all his acquaintance, who (poke 

of 
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ef it as a prodig;y, and cried, fFho would havi bf" 
Ueved it ! — Ziphrancs is grown conjiant* 

This change fn his behaviour, joined with a 
fecret liking of his perfon, and the fandion of a 
near relation's perfwafion, who had introduced 
him to her, and thought they would be a proper 
match for each other, engaged her to receive him 
in quality of a lover 3 tho' it was long before he 
could prevail on her to acknowledge (he did fo, 
through any other motive, than meerly incompli> 
ance with the requeft of a perfon fo nearly allied 
to her. 

To make trial of his perfeverance, fhe pretcn* 
dfd bufinefs called her into the country 5 he beg- 
ged kave to accompany her, but that not being 
permitted, he followed to her retirement, took 
lodgings as near as he could, and vifited her every 
day, renewing the declarations hs had made in 
town, nor would he return till (he had iixed the 
day for coming alfo* 

As (he came in the ftage- coach, (he could not 
prevent him from doing fo too, if (he had been af^ 
feSed enough to attempt it: yet could not all hi* 
affiduity, his vows, his proteftations, meet any 
farther reward than the bare acceptance of them.. 

By degrees, however, he gained farther on her, 
and got the better of that cruel caution which 
had given him fo much trouble ; and (he at laft^ 
confeflTed, that flie thought him worthy of every 
thing a woman of honour could beftow. 

With what rapture he expreffed himfelf at 

hearing thcfe long wi(hed-for word^, any one may 

judge, by the pains he had taken to induce her 

tofpeak them»— - He had now nothing totlo but 
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to prefs for the confirrnation of his happinefs, and 
in the moft tender terms befeeched her to feMe 
a day for that purpofe^ to which (he blufhingan- 
fwered, he uiufl: depend for that on the gentle- 
man who firft brought them acquainted, and had 
always been fo much His friend. 

This he feemed very well fatisfied with, as (he 
doubted not but he would, and as (he knew the 
perfon (he mentioned had greatly promoted the 
intereft of his love; and (he now began to fet her« 
felf to think feriouily on marriage, as a ftate (he 
ibould foon enter into. — Some days, however, 
pafTed over without her hearing any thing of the 
matter, than that Ziphranes told her, that he had 
been to wait on her couHn, but had not the good 
fortune to meet with him at home. 

Prepossessed as (he was in favour of this 
lover, it feemed a little ftrange to her, that the 
veliemence of thepaffion he profeiTed, fhould not 
influence him to watch night and day for ,the 
fight of a perfon to whom flie referred the grant 
of what he had feemed fo ardently to defirc : *- 
befides, (he very well knew there could have been 
no difficulty in nndingbiM, had the other attempt- 
ed it in good earneft ; and this, with the imagina- 
tion that (he obferved fomewhat of a lefs tender- 
nefs than ufual in his looks and behaviour to her^ 
filled her with very perplexing agitations. 

A WEEK was hardly elapfed, fince (he made 
him that foft concef&on above-recited, when he 
fent to acquaint her, he was extremely indifpofed 
.with a cold, and could not have the pleasure of 
waiting on her. 

This melTage, and the manner in which it 

was" 
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was delivered, heightened her fufpicions, thatfbe 
had deceived herfelf in an opinion either of his 
love or honour : — I am betrayed^ cried (be, in a 
good deal of agony of fpirit ; it is owing to the 
coldnefs of his own hearty not any the inclemency of 
ibefeafon has infliHedon him^ that be ah Cents him^ 
felf. 

She kept her vexation concealed however, and 
though her relation had vifited her feveral times 
fincefliehad fecn Zipbranes, {be never once men- 
tioned any thing concerning him, till that gen« 
tleman one day, in a gay humour, faid to her, 
^^//, cotifiny how thrive my friend's hopes ? . 
JVlfen are we to fee you a bride ? On which, be- 
fore (he was aware, flie cried, / am not the proper 
perfon to be afked that quejiion: — • What dots Zi- 
phranesyZryf^ 

I cannot expeSi that confidence from him^ which 
youfo near a relation deny ^ anfwe.ed he ; but in^ 
deed I wanted to talk a little ferioujly to you * on 
that head: ^-» I am afraid there is fome hrulee be^ 
tween you^for I have met him two or three times j 
and he rather feems to fbun than court my com^ 
pany* 

To hear he was abroad at the . time he had 
pretended ficknefs, and that (he had f^^.^he very 
perfon to whom (he had configned tbe'4SI]^fing 
of herfelf, without fpeaking any thing to him of 
the affair, was fufficient to have opened the eyes 
of a woman of much lefa penetration and judg- 
ment than (he was :-^ (he wasatorKe convinced 
of his fal(hood and ingratitude, and the indigna- 
tion of having been fo bafely impofed upon was 
about to (hew itfelf ^ by telling the whole fiory 
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to her coufin, when fome ladies that inftant com- 
iag to vifit her prevented ic» 

No opportunity offering diat night to difbur- 
dien the inward agony flic was inflamed with, by 
reafon her coufin went away before the refl of the 
company took leave, fhe pafled the hours till 
'morning in a fituation more eafy to be conceived 
than defcribed. 

She would have given the worlds had fhe been 
sniftrefs ef it, to have been able to have affigned 
fome reafon for fo fudden a change in a peribn, 
whofe love and conftancy (he had as many tefti- 
monies of as were in the power of man to give: 
«— the more (he refledcd on his paft and prefent 
behaviour, the more (he was confounded ; and 
how far foever he had infinuated himfelf into her 
heart, (he fuffered yet more from her aftoni(b- 
ment than (he did from her abufed a(Fe£iion. 

TH£greatne(s of her fpirits, as well as her na- 
tural modeftyand referve, would not permit her 
either to write, or fend to know the meaning of 
his abfence ; and her coufin not happening to 
come again, (be had none on whofe difcretion 
(he could enough rely to make a confidant on in 
an afiair, which (he looked upon as fo (hamefiil 
to herfeif ; and endured for three days longer a 
fufpence more painful than the certainly which 
the fourth produced had the power of infli&tng. 

As foon as (he rang her bell in the morning, 
her maid brought a letter which (he told her 
was left for her very early, by a fervant belonging 
toZiphranes, — Zipbrams I cried Barfina^ with a 
hurry of fpirits which that moment (be had not 

comaiand 
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commaod enough over berfelf to be able either 
to repel or to conceal, — IVhat is it he can fay f 

To B J R S I N jf. 

* O IN C E I had laft the honour of waiting on 

< O you, a propofal of marriage was made to 

* me, which I found was very much to my con* 

< venience to accept ; and 1 did fo the rather, 

< as I knew there was too little love on your fide 

* to render it any difappointment : — I thought 

< myfetf obliged to ac€[uaint you with it before 

< you heard it from any other hand ; and wiih 
<* you as happy with fome more deferviug man 
^ as I hope this morning will make me : — I (hall 
' always continue to think of you with the great* 
^ eft refped, and am, 

< Madam, 

* Tour imft humble ^ 

^ And moji obedient fervant^ 

* ZiPHRANES.* 

What (he felt on reading this letter any wo- 
man who, without love, has the leaft pride or 
fenfe of refentment, may judges but ^Barfina 
had certainly once a very great fliare of regard 
for this perfidious prophaner of the moft ardent 
vovirs and proteftations, her affliSion muft be 
violent indeed, at the firft news of his incon* 
^ftancj. 

But whatever it was, with her ufual prudence, 
file confined it to her own breaft, and though that 
day, and feveral fucceedings ones, (he heard of 
nothing but Ziphranes*s marriage, and the won- 
4er every one exprefied at the fuddennefi of it. 
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as well as that it was to any other than herfelf ; 
yet did (he fo well flifle all the emotions of her 
loul, that none could perceive (he was the leaft 
difturbed at it. 

His ungenerous behaviour has doubtlefs turned 
her heart entirely againft him : — (he foon grew 
todefpife him much more than ever ihe had loved ; 
but then the thought how much (he liad been 
deceived in him, and that he had it in his power 
to boaft that he had made an impreffionon her, 
gave her the mofl poignant anguifli. 

In fine, all the paffion (he now had for him 
was revenge, and by what method flie (hould in^> 
6iSt a punifhment,.in fome meafure proportion* 
able to his crime, took up her whole thoughts » 
and at laft having hit on one to her mind, was 
not long before Sie accomplifbed it. 

She knew he was accuftomed to walk every 
day in the park, and being informed that fince 
his marriage he continued to do fo, (he made it 
her bufinefs to throw herfelf in his way ; and 
meeting him according to her wifh, accompanied 
only with an old gentleman, who did not feem 
to be a perfon of any very great confequence, (he 
vent diredly up to him, and told him (he defired 
to fpeak with him, on which the other immedi«^ 
ately took leave. 

ZIPHRANES was fo confounded at the fight 
of her, that he was fcarce able to return the falu- 
tation (he gave him with the complaifance of a 
gentleman ; which (he perceiving, to add to his 
mortification, told him (he did fo; but added, with 
a great deal of feeming gaiety, thar he had no 
ireafon to be under any manner of concern; for 

though 
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though his quitting her for another was extremelf 
cruel, be had it in his power to atone, and it 
was for that end £he came to feek him* 

All this, which he could not but look on as 
raillery, was very furprizing to him from a wo- 
man of her ferlous and referved temper ; — and 
bis confufion both at that, and meeting her, waa 
flill fo great, that he could not anfwer it in kind 
as he would have done, had he been more mafter 
of himfelf; and it was but with a ftammering 
. voice he at laft drawled out, that he fhould re* 
joice to oblige her in any thing he could. 

What a force has confcious guilt ! ^-i^ how 
mean, how cowardly does a bafe adion render 
one ! — • he who found it eafy to commit the 
crime, trembled at the reproaches it deferved* 
Sarfina felt a gloomy fatisfa£tion in her mind at 
the pain he was in, but that was little to what 
her refentment demanded s and it was neceiTary 
to eafe his prefent difquiets, in order to have it 
in her power to infli(^ on him others of a more 
terrible nature. 

She therefore aflumed as much foftnefs in her 
eyes and voice, as a perfon, not accuflomed to 
diifimulation, could poffibly put on, and with « 
half figb, Well^ Ziphranes, I accufe you noty faid 
ibe I Love I know is an involuntary pajfion^ and 
he flies I have heard fay there is a fate iri marriage 
which is not to be w'lthjiood : — / only think th4 
long acquaintance we had together ought not to have 
bten fo abruptly broke off: — / might have e^e^ed 
you would have taken one tender leave of me at 
Itaji! 

He was beginning to make fome pitiful exeuCe 
Vojt, UI. E ««■ 



98 Jhi FEMALE Book 14. \ 

or other for his behaviour in this point, but (he 
ivould not ftifFer him to go on :— Say nothing of 
itf interrupted- flie, what is done is pafl recall \ 
but if you would have me think you ever mtant tne 
fair, or that all the vows you made were hut to 
dttfnare and triumph over my artlefs imtocencey you 
mujl comply^ with the requeji I now make you ^ which 
is to let me fee you once more at my lodgings i -s^ 
you may depend on hearing no upbraiding^ : — / 
defire no more than to take a lajt fareWel^ and if 
ycu gratify me in thisj which I know you will think ^ 
and I confefs, is but a whim^ I give youa folemn 
fromife nevermore to trouble you » 

Such an invitation, and delivered in this man* 
»cr from a mouth, whom he had reafoh to be- 
lieve would have been filled with cxprcffions of a 
vaftly different fort, might very well amaze him : 
•— ' he thought h^ behaviour, as indeed it was, 
a little out of nature, and quite the revcrfe of 
that referve and perfe^ modeftj (he had fornoerl^ 
treated him with ; but to whatever fource this 
change in her was owing, he could not be fo un** 
polite as torefufe what ihe defired of him, and 
it was agreed between them thatbe (hould break* 
fafi with her the next morning. 

Accordingly he came j Ihe received him 
with great civiKty, but fomewhat more ferious, 
and more like herfelf than the day before : — 
chocolate was ferved up, and the maid attending 
while they breal^fafted, Barfina entertained him 
only with difcourfes on ordinary affairs,— When 
they had done, (he ordered a bottle of Cyprus 
wine to be fet on the table, and made a fign to 
her fervant to leave the room. 

Nqw being alone together flic filled out two 

glafTcs, 
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glafles, and prefented one to Ziphrarusy but he 
deiired to be excufed, telling her he never drank 
any fort of wine in a morning. — Tm ntuft break 
through that cufiom Jor once^ faid (he imiling ; 
and to engage you to do foy as weW as to Jbew £ 
have not the kajl animojiiy to the lady who has /up- 
planted me in your affedtions^ the toaji fhall be — 
Health and happinejs to your bride. Thisyfure, 
you will not offer to refufe. 

With thefe words (he put the glafs a fecond 
time into his hand, Welly madaniy anfwered he, 
it would not become me to difobey youy fince you fa 
much injiji upon it ;— / will do my f elf the honour 
to pledge you^ 

Sh b then drank the above-mentioned health, 
and he having drained his glafs to the fame. Now 
^I am fatisfiedy cried (he ; though my cruel Jlars 
dented me the plea fur e of living with yoUy we Jball 
die together y at Uaji : — • / drani my happy rival's 
health fmcerelyy and may Jhe enjoy long life^ and 
many profperous daysy if fie can be fo without Zi- 
pbranes, but for a little^ a very little longer Jhali 
Jhe triumph with him over theforfaken Barfma, 

tVHATisityou meanj madam! faid he haftily. 
That you have drank your bancy anfwered (he : The 
wine I gave yoUy and partook of my f elf y was mixed 
with the mojl deadly poi/ony nor is it in the power 
of art to fave the life of either of us. 

TOU would not do fo fure! cried he. What 
could I do but diey replied (he, when your incon^ 
jiancy had made life a burthen not to he home ? and 
to have died without y$u would have been mean and 
pooTy unworthy of my love or my revenge : — • now 
both are gratified^ 

E 2 It 
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It is aqueftion whether thefelaft words reached 
hiscjrs, for before fhe had quite given over fpeak- 
ing, he darted up and ran out of the room like a 
roan diftraSedj ulteringa volley of curfcs on her, 
and on himfelf, as he went down the ftairs. 

What cScA the draught had on Barftna^ 
and what kind of refle£lions entered her head, 
- when left to think ferioufly. on what fhe had 
-done, the reader {hall hereafter be informed at full} 
but we muft now follow ZiphraneSy who had not 
the leaft inclination to die, and fee how be be* 
haved in a fltuation fo terrible to him. 

The moment he got within his own doors he 
fent for a phyfician, told him he had fwallowed 
ppifon, and that he had reafon to fear it was of 
the moft mortal kind $ though by whom admini- 
fiered, and for what caufe, he kept a fecret, not 
to alarm his wife. — Oil was the firft thing 
judged necefTaryi great quantities of whicb he 
took 'y but nothing appearing but what any fio- 
roach thus agitated migiit di fgorge, more power- 
ful emetics were prefcribed j.but even thefc had 
' no other effc<3 than to throw him into fainting 
^ts : — yet low and weak as he was, he conti- 
ivially cried out, Have I yet evacuatid thi peifonf 
and being anfwered in the negative, told the doc- 
tor and apothecary that they were ignorant fc|- 
}ow$3 and he would have others fent for. 

It was in vain the one aflurcd him that there 
was not in the whole Materia Medica a more 
efficacious medicine than what he had prefcribed s 
0t that the other alledged, his Ihop afforded the 
very beft drugs in town ; he ft ill called out for 
belter advice, a/id ai:c;ordint;,Jy two others of the 
fy^^ faculty were fent for. 
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These faid that it was poflible the poifon 
might be lodged in fomc of the fecretory pajfagei^ 
and therefore the formerprefcription, which could 
reach no farther than the Prima Via^ wanted iw 
due efFe^ : — that there was a neceflity for the 
whole vifcera to be cleanfed > — that every gland 
muft be deterged \ — all the meanders of ihe me'* 
yi«/^ penetrated i— not a fibre, or membrane, 
even to the capillary veffeb, but muft fufFer an* 
evacuation; — and the whole mafs of nervous 
fluid alfo rarified ; and that after all this was over, 
be muft go through a courfe of alteratives, which 
fhould pafs with the chilg inxoih/s fubclavian vein, 
in order to purify the blood and abrade the points * 
of any fliapeor vifcous particles which the poifon 
might have thrown into it, and were not to be 
eradicated by any other methods. 

This,- and a g,reat deal more learned canf, 
which it was impoflible for any one not pra£tifed 
in phyiick either to underftand or remember, our 
patient liftened to with the utmoft attention<and 
looking on the fecond doSor as zv\ Efcuhpius^ 
told him, he relied upon the great judgment he 
found he was mailer of, and put bimfelf wholly 
under bis dire£fcion. 

Gl YsTERs, catharfitcs, and diaphoretics, in a* 
bundance were nowprefcribed, ail which Ziphra^ 
nes readily fubmitted to, and went through their 
different opperations with aconfummate refigna* 
tion, till, to avoid death, be was brought even to 
the gates of it ; and when reduced tofucbacon«> 
ditron as not to be able to move a finger, or fpeak 
articulately, it was thought proper, in order not 
to lofe fo good a patient, that fome intermiffion of 
bis tortures ibould be permitted, and in their roon\ 

£ 3 balfamrc 
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balfamlc cordials, and all manner of refloratives 
adminiilercd. 

As youth, and a good conflitution, helpecT him 
to Cuftain tlie afpcrity of the iirft medicines, fo 
it aJfo greatly ad<ied to the efficacy of thefe latter 
ones, and he was in a few days able to fit up in 
bed, and take aourt{hing food, pretty frequently^ 
though in fmall quantities. 

Thb fears of his own death di£ipated, he be- 
gan to have a curiofity to know what was be- 
come of Barjina^ and accordingly fent privately 
to enquire after her in the neighbourhood where 
ihe lived. 

' The perfon charged with the trull, brought 
him word that fhe was dead, and had been bu- 
ried in a very private manner about three weeks 
paif i and that fome of thofe he had queftioned 
concerning her, fpoke, as if it was whifpered flie 
had been guilty of her own death : but as to that 
they could not be pofitive, though they were fo 
as to herdeceafe; and that they faw her coffin 
put into a hearfe and fix at five o'clock the very 
next morning after they heard of her death, at- 
tended by one mourning coacb with only her 
maid in it, and that it was fuppofed they carried, 
her out of town. 

This intelligence made him bug himfelffor 

.the precautions he had taken, to which alone he 

. thought he owed the prefervation of his own life | 

but then at the fame time he ihuddered at the re« 

fiedion of the danger he had efcaped. 

Hk did not, however, enjoy any calm of mind 
but for a (host while, a friend of his who came 

to 
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to viilt him unluckily happened to mention dodor 
Mead's treat! fe on poifonS) which maintaining 
that there was a poffibility for the venom to lurk 
in fome parts of the body, for many years after ic 
was thought to be entirely expelled, and then 
break out with a fiercenefs which ho art could 
fubdue, the poor unhappy Ziphranes prefently 
imagined that might be his cafe, and could not 
be at reft till he had again confulted his phyfician-. 

Few people chufe to argue againft their own 
intereft 5 Ziphranes had been too liberal of his 
fees for the doctor to offer any thing in oppoft- 
tion to this tenet ; but cm the contrary favoured 
it obliquely; by afking him if he did not fome- 
times feel little twitches in his head, hts back, or 
about his heart ? Which he anfwercd with great 
concern that he did (as indeed it was impoiTible 
he (hould not, after the violent operations he 
had undergone) Alas ! Alas / cried the empyric, 
taking hts head, tbefe are had fymptoms : — you 
mujihave mure phyfic : — lam afraid indeed the 
venom is not quite expunged. And then run on a 
long difcourfe on the nature and fubtilty oi fom« 
poifons, till he had terrified his patient almoit 
out of his fenfes. 

Whether the fame medicines as were be- 
fore prefcribed, or others of a different kind were 
now adminiflered, I will not pretend to fay ; 
but whatever they were, they brought him into 
fuch a condition that his life was defpaired of 5 
and the do£lor was obliged indeed to have re« 
courfe to all his art to fave him. 

But not to be too tedious in To difagreeable a 
part of my ftory, I (hall only fay, that fate had 
not jret decreed to call him hence ; -^ he oncef 

^ 4 more 
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more recovered, and feemed lo wantonly change 
of air to re-e(labliih his former health. 

As be was thought too weak to travel fo far 
as his own country feat^ which was near a hun- 
dred miles from Lundmy lodgings were hired foe 
him at a little village called Cafebaughton^ the air 
of which was judged extremely proper for his 
condition by his d< ftor, as being neither thick 
cor too pure for one fo much weakened as he had 
been. 

He foon experienced the good tStGt of it, or 
of having entirely left off even the moft palatabU. 
ccmpolitionsof the apothecary's (hop : — and in 
a few days was able to walk about the gardens^ 
every morningbringinghim anincreafeof ftrengtb„ 
appetite, and fpirits. 

In fine^ he grew la a very fmall time fo per- 
ftiXXy wel)^ that he was beginning to think. of 
returning home, when an odd and furprizing ac- 
cident happened to throw both his mind and 
body into frefli diforders, equal, at lead, I may, 
£iy, to any he had before experienced. 

He was indulging the pleafing meditations of 
hi* recovery, one evening, in a fine lane at a 
little diilance from the village,, when as he was 
walking oa he faw a lady dreiTed all in white^ 
leaning over a gate that opened into fome fields 
belonging to a gentleman in that part of the 
Qountry : •— he thought nothing of hk adventure^ 
but paued forward^ when being advanced within, 
twenty or thirty paces of the gate, he imagined 
he beheld the figure of Barfma^ her (hape, her 
flature, her face, the very mc in every part :-— 
be (lartedback And flopped, all horror and amaze.^ 

m'ent ^ 
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ment ; but unwilling to be deceived by firailitude, 
fummoned up all his courage, and ftill looked 
attentively, till the objeft of his terror turned full 
upon him, which before it had not, and crying 
out Ziphranes ! immediately vanifhed from his- 
fight, or rather his fight forfook his optics, for he 
fell into a fwoon the inftant he heard his name 
pronounced, and by a voice fo exactly the fame 
with that of Barftnn^ that he was certain it could 
proceed from no other than her ghofl. 

Unluckily for him he had gone out this 
evening entirely alone, which fince his illnefs he 
had never done before; and had not the diligence 
of one of his fervants, who fearing, as the night 
was drawing on, the air might be prejudicial to 
him, made him come in fearch of him, he had 
probably lain in that condition till fome worfa 
accident had befallen him. 

The fellow feeing him proftrate and motion:* 
kfs, ix firft thought him dead, but rubbing His 
temples, and partly raifmg him, perceived hi^ 
miftake, and with much ado brought him to him* 
felf; the firft words he fpoke feemed ftrangely in- 
coherent, for he talked of nothing but ghofts and 
death, and faid it was not his fault that (he killed 
herfelf :— recoUedting his fenfes, however, by 
degrees, he ceafed thefe exclamations, but asked 
his man if he had feen nothing, to which he an- 
fwering that he had not? ; Voy cried Ziphranesy 
wildly again; it is only myftlfthat both alive and 
dead mufl he perfecutedby her. 

He was at laft perfwaded to go to his ]odging9,s 
where he immediately went to bed, but made his 
fiervant fit in the room near his bed-fide, who 
was amazed to find that indead of deeping he 

£ 5 talked- 
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talked alt night to himfelf in fo odd a manner^ 
that the other believed him delirious, as indeed 
he was ; the fright he had fuftained had thrown 
him into a high fever, and the next morning the 
phyfician wai fent for once more. 

Iw his ravings he difcovered to every body that 
came near him all that had pafied between Bar-' 
Jlna and himfelf, and how not content with at- 
tempting to po'ifon, her fpirit had appeared and 
called to him : — nay, fo flrongly did the remem- 
brance of what be had feen work on his diftem- 
pered mind, that he frequently imagined he heard 
faer voice crying out to him, Ziphranes! 

• In this unhappy fituation let us leave him for 
a while, and return to the authorefs of it, the 
injured, but well revenged Barjina. 

Al^T ER flic found herfelf forfaken for another^ 
at a time when flie thought herfeJf mod fecure 
of her lover^s affcdions, flie bewailed not the 
lofswith tears, but bent her whole thoughts on 
gratifying her refentment for the affront : — to 
this end flie affected to appear fo paffive, neither 
upbraiding his infidelity, nor difcovering any fur- 
prize at it, till fbe prevailed with him, as I have 
already related, to come to he( lodgings, when 
{he Indeed frightened him to fome purpofe. The 
wine (he gave him was juft as It came from the 
merchant, unmixed with any poifonous drugs | 
but as {he judged, it happened : 1 — confcious he 
deferved all the vengeance {he. could infliS on 
him, he eafily believed (he had in reality done as 
£he faid, and the terrors he was in, which he in 
vain drove to conceal under a (hew of rage, as 
he went from her, gave her the bigheft fatif^ 
fa A ion. 

Shi 
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She made ber kinfman and her mafd pritry 
to the plot {he had laid, and between them they 
found means to get IntelUgence how he behaved, 
and the cruel operations he fubmitted to in order 
to get rid of the fuppofed poifon^ all which gave 
her adiverilon beyond what can be exprefied. 

No T thinking him yet Aifficiently puniflied, (he 
ordered it to be given out (he was dead, and to 
ftrengthen the report, caufed a coffin to be car- 
ried from the houfe (be lived in> attended by her 
maid. — The reader knows already the effe£i 
this ftratagera produced, therefore it would be 
impertinent to make a repetition. 

To prevent all poffibility of his being unde* 
ceived, (he retired to a place where (he was not 
at all known, and happened to be near that very 
village where Zipbraaes went for the recovery of 
bis health. 

Chance in the very choice of her (ituation* 
affifted her revenge, when (he was beginning to 

gov weary of profecuting it any farther, — As 
e admitted no company but her coufm, who 
bad provided that recefs for her, and fometimes 
come down to vifit her, (he frequently walked 
about the fields belonging to his houfe without 
atiy body with her^ and aa if every thing con-* 
curred to favour the undefigned deception, Che 
happened to have a white loofe rebe de chambre 
on, when in one of thofe little excurfions (he 
iaw, and was feen by her perfidious lover. — A3 
(he had not heard he was fo near a neighbour^ 
the unexpefted fight of him made her (hriek ouc 
Ziiphranes^ without any defign of rcnev^lng his 
terrors ; nor did (be immeitately know theeffe<!^ 
it had upon him, for (he flew back into the houfe 

E 6 with 
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w'th all the fpccd (he could, not caring to run 
the hazard of what treatment {he might receive 
from him in a ibiitary place, by way of retort for 
the plagues fhe had given him* 

. Th£ next day, however, afforded her fuffi^ 
cient matter to have gratified her fpleen, had anjr^ 
remained in her againft a man, now too much 
her contimpt to be any longer the objed of her 
Zw//;.— every onc*5 mouth was full of the news, 
tha:t a gentleman had feen a fpirit over the gate* 
by the lane, and that he was run mad upon it. 

Impossible was it for her to refrain being- 
merry at the firft part of this intelligence ; but* 
mean and bafe as he was, (he could not avoid 
affording him fome (hare of pity as to the laft : 
-wOie refolved,, however,. not to give herfelf any- 
farther trouble concerning him, and having grati* 
fit^d the juft refentment file had againft him, .even* 
morenhan (he had expedled to do, returned to» 
town, and appeared with all her former ferenity 
^d good-humour. 

Though^ as Ihavealready obferved, Jhe never- 
kept a great deal of company, (he was yet feen 
by enough to have it known every where that (he^ 
was alive«. 

The whole tranfa£iion afterwards got wind;, 
till it was in the mouths of all her acquaintance :- 
thofe who lov^d Barjina highly approved of the 
method (he took to puni(h his incondancy, and- 
even the friends of 7riphranes could not con-^ 
demn it. 

Ill was fcrne time Before he could be brought 
t<> believe what he was told from every quarter, 

andi 
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and even when his fever left him, and be grew- 
gerfeftly reftored, as to his bodily health, yet 
fiill his mind continued in a very diflurbed fitua- 
tion J and after being with great difficulty con- 
vinced of the truths the raillery he found himfelf. 
treated with, wherever he came, on the fubjeft of 
poifonihg, and' having feen a fpirit, fo much 
foured' his temper, that from being that gay, po- 
lite, entertaining companion I at firft defcribed' 
him, he is now one of the moft morofe ill-natured 
men. in the world. 

Disregarded by his wife, ridiculed by his- 
acquaintance, and' uncafy in himfelf, he leaves an 
example of that vengeance which Heaven feldom: 
fails to take on perjury and ingratitude ; and even. 
B'arjina^ though the inftrument of inflidling it,, 
almoft pities his condition, and confefles the cbn- 
Tequences of her ftratagem are more fevere than- 
fhe either wilhed or intended,. 

1 HEARTILY wiffi, however,.that all women 
who have been abandoned' and betrayed by men^^ 
cither through a determined bafene(s, or caprice 
of nature, would aflume the fpirit {he did, and. 
rather contrive fome means to render the ungrate- 
ful lover the objeS of contempt, than themfelves^ 
by giving way to a fruitlefs grief,, which few wilL 
commiferate, and which greatly adds to the tri- 
umph of the more happy rival, iPfhe can be cal- 
led happyj whofe felicity confifts in the pofleflion 
of a heart that has once been falfe, and confe- 
quently can never be depended upon. 

This ftory, for which EHfmonda has the very 

fincere thanks of. all the members of our little 

foci&ty,. 
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fociety, gave us a double pleafure in the readings 
not only for the agreeable manner in which it is 
related, but alfo, as we were before acquainted 
with fome part of it from common report, we 
were glad to be informed of the particulars of fo 
extraordinary an adventure, by aperfoh, who, it 
is eafy to be feen, is well acquainted with even the 
moft minute of them. 

The force of imagination has employed the 
pens of many learned authors ; and indeed there 
cannot be a fubje£t more wortJiy the confideration 
0/ a philofophic genius, as it is common to every 
one, and makes a great part of our happinels 
or mifery : — it not only inhances ail our pains 
and pleaiures, but is of that prolific nature as to 
produce, from one iingular hint, a thoufand and 
ten thoufand fubfequent ideas ; — it alfo impofes 
upon our fenfes, or to fpeak more properly, ren- 
ders them fubfervient to its own creative faculty, 
fo as to make us call them in for witnelFes to 
things that never were ; and we really believe we. 
hear, fee, or touch what is moil remote from 
us, and oftentimes what is not, nor cannot be ia 
nature. 

It is not therefore to be wondered at, that the 
plot contrived, and fo artfully executed by Bar^ 
Jina^ had fuch an elFefton Ziphranes: — a man 
of more folid judgment than his charader denotes^ 
might have been deceived, by the fame means^. 
into the horrors he teftified ; and alfo, having 
once received them, fufFered their diffipatioa-with 
as much difficulty. 

In this refpoft the hdy dtfcovers a more quick 
fenfation than the mind :'^zh^v enduring any 
cxquifuc toriui:e, fuch as the ftone^ gout, fciati- 
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ca, and many other perfecutors of the human (y* 
ftem» the moment the fit is over how does the af- 
flided perfon cry out, in a tranfport of joy. That 
be is eafed! Ht is in Heavtn / and foon lofes thd 
memory of bis former pains : •— whereas thofe 
agonies that have once invaded the mind are hard 
to be eafcd, and when one is even convinced that 
the caufc of them is intircly vani(bed, they fiill 
leave a heavy languor on the fpirits, which con* 
tinues for a long time, and fometimes is nevei; 
wholly difperfed. 

Th e reafon of this is plain ; the body being en- 
dued only with fenfative fiiculties can fuffer no 
longer than xtfeib ; but the mind^ of which flf#- 
m$ry is a part, cannot be wholly at reft^ till rea* 
fin^ which, though y«r/, \sJlow in its operation, 
exerts its power to chace all dark ideas thence* 
As old Majftngtr fays : 

Mi memory^ too faithful ta its truji^ 
Brings my paji wots for ever preftnt t^ tm, 

Indb£o, when we have once got the better of 
that melancholy whicfc pail ills have left behind* 
and begin to grow thankful for recovered peace, 
we then are doubly happy, and enjoy the prefent 
bleifings with a much higher relifli ^ as after ;i long 
famine every thing is a delicate* 

But thisca^ only be when the misfortunes we 

have fuftained have not been brought upon us by 

any bafe a£lion of our own, and we have rather 

fufFered thro' the faults of others than ourfelves ; 

then, and never but then, we look back with 

pleafure on the tempefts we have cfcaped, give ail 

due praifes to protefiidg Heaven, and laudably 

exult in our own good fortune. 

As 
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As for Ziphramsy he can indulge no fuch plea* 
Hng meditations \- and I do not think it at all 
ftrange, either that he (hould fo eafily believe his 
condition as bad, or even worfe, than it was re- 
pre fen ted to him , or that he was fo hard to be 
convinced that the danger was over, even when 
tbofe about him found it their interefi it (hould be 

In fine, wherever there is guilt there will be 

fear: — we naturally fxpe^ what we are con** 

fcious we defervi : — fo true are Dryden's words j 

- Fiar ever a^guet a degefCratt mind. 

It muft be owned Barfina a&ed her part ad- 
mirably well ; yet dill the firft fcene of this tragi- 
comedy was only her's; the reft was performed 
by bis own apprehenfions, which gave fcope to 
the pi)} (icians to exert their talents for making 
the moft they dould of him. 

In ordinary diftempers, indeed, nothing is 
more frequent than for people to take a load of 
drugS) improperly called medicines, till they de^ 
ftroy that life they are endeavouring to prcferve 5 
but in the cafe of potfon, the common opinion is, 
that it mflft be immediately expelled, or not at 
all '9 and doubtlefs to give him one fudden ihock 
was all the lady intended by her flratagem, or 
could have expelled from it ; itfucceeded, how- 
ever, in a manner, which made not only his guilt', 
but the meannefs and cowardice of his mind ex« 
pofed, fo as to render him an objeA of public 
contempt ; and had he even fallen a facrifice to 
the force of his own imagination, and the pradt- 
ces of his phyficians, I cannot look on Barfina^ 
but the crime he. was guilty of, as the primary 

occa* 



Book 14. SPCETATOR. iij 

occafion of his death ; to which^ as ihe did not 
defign ky (he could have been no more than ki« 
nocently acceffory. , 

I AM glad, notwithftanding, for her fake, that 
it happened otberwife ^ becaufV had he died in 
reality, I know not but ther^ might have been 
people malicious and cruel enough to- have fug- 
gefted that the wine flie ^ave him was aftually 
poifoned, and thai (he h^d fecured berielf by tak- 
ing an antidote^ from any eSc& the partaking it 
with him would otherwiie have produced. 

Had no worfe enfued than barely the fpreading 
about infijiuationsof this fort,, it would have been 
a circumftance very difagreeable to a woman of 
chat character we find her in all refpeds fo tena- 
cious of preferving. 

I ALSO believe, though Eli/msnia has been 
filcnt on that bead, that ihe would have repeated^ 
even to a degree of affli6lion, what fheTiad done, 
had the (hort punifhment fhe intended him proved 
of that fatal confequence it was (o neai^ accom- 
pltfbing^ 

It mud therefore be acknowledged, that, thia 
adventure adds one demonilrative proof to the 
numbers which are every day produced,. Jiow 
xeady we are to judge of every adion by its fuc- 
cefs ; — from the gneateft down to the moft mi- 
nute affair, the praife or blame depends on the 
event: — -Heaven and /ate, which alone fees the 
iccret fprings of every heart, and either forwardt^ 
or controuls our purpofes, can alone determine 
how far they are laudable^ or the contrary* 
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MUDIBRASy in his whimfical way, gives us 
a very juft idea of the miftakes the world is guilty 
of on this account. 

Succefsy the mark no mortal xvit. 
Or Jiareft hand can aiways bit : 
For what footer wo penotratOj 
We do hut rowy we'rijher*d hyfato^ 
Which in fuccefs off difinhoritSy 
Forfpurions caufesj nohUJl morits ; 
Groat anions arc not aiways true font 
Of great and mighty refolutions : 
Nor do the very hejl bring forth 
Events f^ill e^tal to their worth ; 
But fometinus faily and in their Jieady 
Fortune and cowardice fucceed. 

We therefore join to congratulate the amiable 
Barfiruty for an event which fo abundantly an- 
swered all her fNirpofes, and at the fiune time fe- 
cured her reputation fcom c^ifure. 

I DOUBT not, having mentioned thegreatforc^ 
of imagination, but my readers will exped I fliould 
fay fomething on fo copious a fubje^t, and endea* 
vour at lead to difplay what an infinity olbappi^ 
nefs or nufery we are capable of receiving hf it ^ 
to the end chat every one^ by the firength of rea* 
fon and reflexion, might either indulge or correft 
it, fo as to procure the om^ and avoid idling int^ 
the other ftate* 

BoT bcfides, that this has been fo frequently^ 
and fo well treated on by other hands, that it is 
fcarce poffible to add any thing new : every one, 
who is pofleficdof oonvHon uaderftaadtng, muft 
know enough of his own temper, as to be fenfi* 
ble whether it inclines him moft to pUaftng or to 
V milan* 
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mehncho/fy imzgcs ; In fine, whether hop^ ox fear 
be the moft prevailing paffion in him ; and this 
knowledge, without the help of any rules, or pre- 
cepts, will make him, unlefshcis very much his 
own enemy ipdeed, ufe his utmoft endeavour to 
cher'tjh the one^ and diffipate the othir* 

It is certain^ that on any menace of imme- 
diate death, the foul catches the alarm ; tbofe ap* 
prehenfions which nature has implanted in every 
one of U5, in a more or le6 degree, on the fcore 
of difTidlution, puts all our .faculties in a hurry^ 
and we have not then the power of exerting our 
reafon in fuch a manner as is neceflary for the 
dreadful occafion s — it is religion, and an abfo« 
lute refignation to the Divine Will, which can 
alone fupport us under that (hock : — I (hall there* 
fore conclude with the words of Horacij as tranf* 
lated by the late lord Rofcommon : 

Virtue^ dear friend, needs no defence^ 
Our funJI guard is innocence ; 
None knew, till guilt created fear, 
fFhat darts ^ or piifon*d arrors were. 

The letter figncd Philo^Natura czme yefter- 
day to out publiflier ; we have juft read it, and 
think ourfelves obliged to thank the ingenious au- 
thor for the favour he does us in that uleful eflay, 
more efpecially as he propofes to continue a cor- 
refpondence with us on a topic, which, in his 
agreeable manner of^treating, cannot fail being 
of general fervice. 

End of /;(^ Fourteenth Book* 



BOOK 



Ii6 Thi FEU ALE Book 15. 




BOOK XV. 

jH A T there is no account to be given 
for tajiej IS a maxim we hear com* 
monly repeated ; and that it isfofeldom 
difputed is becaufe we fee fuch variety 
of odd whims take place, each of which are, by 
its folIowerS| fupported with vehemence : but 
4his will be found of no weight with any one who 
takes the pains to diftinguifh between that 4a/li 
which is guided by the fenfes^ and that which Js 
purely the effedis of the mM.'^ln our food, in 
our apparel, our equipages^ the building or fur- 
niQiing our houfes there is doubtlefs a true and 
fial/e tafte; nor is it always that the mod (hewy 
and expeniive, merit the greateft approbation: but 
all theie are of fmail moment when put in com-» 
petition with other more eflential matters, whicfr 
are equally in our choice; for the' better judges 
may find fault with our inelegance in thefe par- 
ticulars, yet we fhall not be the lefs virtuous, nor 
worfe members of fociety, for being miftaken in 
any or all of them. 

But it i« not fo with that kind of iajti, which 
flows from thought and reflection : by this we 
judge of others, and are judged ourfelves ; by this 
we merit the efl;eem or cenfure of the world. 
. The charader of z^ne tajte (lands in need of iu> 
addition ; — it implies whatever is great and va^ 
luable, and a had one every thing that is mean aiid 
contemptible* 

Ma NT there are who flatter themfelves with 

being 
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being pofleiTed pf this amiable talent in the moft 
refined degree, and fuch, generally fpeaking, 
know theleaft of itof any people: — they imagine, . 
they are eminently difplayingit, while in fafl they 
^rc only following the didtates offome irregular 
propenfity and caprice. — It is almoft impoflible 
to cure thofe who have gone on for a long time 
in this coutfe of felf- deception, becaufe of the re- 
pugnance they have to be convinced they have 
ever been in the wrong. 

How much, therefore, does it behove all who 
are intruded with the government of youth, to 
take the greateft care in forming the yet docile 
and tradable mind in this important point ! — . 
In efFefl, nothing can be called a true iafle^ that . 
18 not regulated by reaforty and which does not in- , 
cline us to what will render us better and wifer : 
for, indeed, thefe two qualities are infeparable j 
to be good is to be wife, in the moft juit fenfe of 
the word, and if we are wife we cannot fail of 
being good. 

They certainly argue exrtemely wrong, who 
maintain that there are fome tempers fo morofe, . 
fo rugged and perverfe, even from their very in- 
fancy, that all efforts to render them obliging, 
foft, or pliable, are intirely thrown away : it was 
always my opinion, that even the moftdifagree- 
able perfon in the world was not fo by nature ; . 
and I find every day fr efli reafons to confirm me 
in it. It is only ill habits contra£ted incur youth, 
which, not fufficiently checked by thofe who 
have the power, become rooted in us, and make 
as it were a part of our very foul. 

But an early knowledge ofourfelves, and of 

the 
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the world, will prevent any ill humours from get- 
ting the better of us; and, as we, rife towards ma- 
turity, produce that diflinguifhing power in us 
which we exprcfs by the n^me oUrue tajie : with- 
out being tolerably verfed in the fir{l» we (hall 
never be able to attain to any degree of perfedion 
in the latter. -^ Our underftanding will be but 
wavering at beft, perhaps, be led aftraj? : — we 
(hall be liable either to be dazzled with the luftre 
of our own talents, fo far as to be regardlefs of 
the merit of others ; or, depending too much on 
the firft impreffion we may happen to take, be 
rendered partial or unjuft ; frequently condemn- 
ing what is right, and applauding what ought to 
be cenfured. — It is from this fa l/e iafii are de- 
rived thofe little a(Fe£tations in behaviour, thofe 
over-delicacies, which make us fancy every thing 
ofFenfive :— from this proceeds the running into 
fuch extremes in our liking, or difliking, whatever 
is prefented to us ; and hence it is that fo many 
fopperies are efpoufed, while all that would con- 
tribute to our own happinefs, as well as that of 
others, is in a manner totally neglected. 

There is undoubtedly a great deal of pity 
owing to thofe, whofe parents have either by a 
miftaketi indulgence, or a want of knowing better 
themfelves, humoured them in follies they ought 
rather to have correfted : fuch, as I have already 
faid, it is fearer poilible for precept or example to 
reform. The change, If it comes at all, muft be 
wholly from themfelves; and it is little to be ex- 
pe£led, that a perfon, who has been taught to think 
whatever (he does is becomings will take the trou* 
We to examine whether the applaufe (he-is flatter* 
ed with, is really her due. 

A LONG habitude of any favourite pa(fion, 

man- 
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manner, or cuftom, requires the utmofl exertion 
of one's reafon to throw off; the reproofs wc 
have from abroad, only ferve to teazc, and feme- 
times harden us, — How often have I heard a pcr- 
fon, when admoniflied in the moft friendly and 
candid manner, of fome grofs folecifm in beha* 
viour, cry out, For htaverCs faki^ do not preach U 
me ! It is in my nature^ and J cannot hdp it. 

s 

It is this that frequently deters thofe who have 
a right to put a check on our inclinations, from 
making any attempts that way: — they will tell 
you, they cannot approve of iuch or fuch things 
in the perfon they have under their care ;r— that 
they are forry to fee them untraAable, but that 
there is no more a po/fibility of changing the tem- 
per^ than the features of the face, or the make of 
the body; and this excufe for an indolence, which 
is unpardonable, gives a kind of fandion to hall 
the errors we fee daily committed* 

But I mud take the liberty to anfwer, that 
though there is no converting what is really de^ 
formed, either by nature, or long cnf^om, whicli 
is in effe£t the fame thing, into perfe£l beauty, yet 
if the mind were attended to with the fame care as 
is the body^ it might be brought nearer to what is 
lovely : — thofe who are the leaft anxious about 
their perfonal charms, can find me^s to purify 
their complexions, to take out pimpjes, freckle^ 
and morphew from the fkin : — their glalTes inr 
firu£t them to add foftnefs to their eyes, and 
graces to their fmiles; t|ie taylor'sart reforms the 
fliape; and the dancing- maRer the motions of the 
whole frame : •— and will not reafon and reflec- 
tion enable us to erafe whatever is a blemifh m 
the mind ? — furely they will ; — - they have it 
in their power, and it is only a firm refolution to 

call 
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call them to our aid, and to be wholly guided by 
them, that is wanting to render us worthy of that 
charader, which we all arc ambitious of attain- 
ing, tho' for the moft part we purfue it by very 
wrong methods* 

There are three things in which our good or 
hadtajitzx^ chiefly difcoverable ; and thefeare, 

ift. In the judgment we give of whatever is 
fubmitted to it. 

2d]y, Jn the diftribution and manner of con- 
ferring favours, 

3dly, In the choice we make of our amufe<« 
ments, diverfions, and employments. 

As to the £rft ; A true iajle will never take 
any thing upon the credit of others : — it will ex- 
amine for itfelf, judge according as it finds, and 
continue firm to its firft fentence ; whereas the 
falfe^ is wholly governed by prejudice, will cry-up 
or depreciate whatever is the mode, and as often 
43 that changes, change alfo. 

The^w^ is timid, and flow in cenfuring what 
it cannot approve ; — the other is decifive, impe- 
rious, and takes pleafure in condemning. 

The one will never tranfport us beyond our 
fphere, but rather deter us from interfering in 
matters where we have no concern, — The other 
is afluming, and pretends a right to know, and to 
regulate the affairs of every one. 

The one is polite, modefl, afFable, and gentle; 
the other haughty, tenacious, over-bearing, and 
difdainful. 

The 
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The one aflFcfts to know 'rAthcr If/s than it 
docs i the §th€rs infinitely mare. 

• TkE fecottd diftlnftion between thc>r«/ and 
tht /al/e ta/his not fo generally obvious as the . 
former: ---gratitude and felf-intercft^iU make 
thofe who re^ ^ny advantage Ifrom our good- 
vHlI, fiilldf praifes on our dijttngmjhtng catacity ; 
and thofewho are not admitted to our confidence^ 
partake not of oin" bounties, ot any other tefti- 
mony of favour, Will, perhaps 'with equal iojuf- 
tice, rail at oor paftiaitty :*— it is ohly fuch^ 
therefore, 'is are intirely difinttrefted, that can 
'jodge 6{ us in this particular, and to do it with 
any certain fy,*tht charaifter of the perfon oiliged^ 
as well is chat of the obliger^ muft t>e examined, 

* A/f»//^^is<)uickindifcerningmerir, where* 
ever it is concealed \ is induftrious in rendering 
ic'conrpicuous, and its profefTors happy : ->- the 
grofs tajie feeks nothing but its own -adulation : 
-^ the flatterer, the fycopTiant, the time*ifcrYcr^ 
without bitth, parts, integrity^ or any one amiable 
quality , is, by a patron of this worthy turn of mtnd^ 
careflecf, protected, and frequently |>romoted,'eVea 
to ridiculous tieights. <— Heaven knows we caa 
look into but few places without being convinced 
of this. ^^*0, hotv can ^nerfons bf condition, who 
have it fo largely in their power to cherifli wit 
and virtue, and difcourage vice and folly, pretend 
to any degree oitrue iaftty while they fufFer tho 
onie to knguifhinobTcurity, perhaps in afl the mi-* 
feriesthat p^ury atid cold negle£l can inflid ; 
and at the fame time reward the other with fmiles 
and benefadtion ! — How many wretches do we 
ffpe have a feat at the tables, and in the coaches of 
thofe, whofe tables, or kitchens^ they are, by 
VoJL. IIL F > birth. 
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birth, education, and behaviour « much more 
qualified to ferve in ! 

I KNOW the general excufe is^ that Cfeature$» 
fuch as I have defc^ibed^ are only entertained in 
.order to make diverfion for the; rell of the com- 
pany. — If you sik a nobleman.^ or a lady of qua- 
Jity, how they can AiiFer any thing fo unworthy 
in their prefencc^ they will prefesntly anfwer^ — 
fVby^ to mafte me laugh : -^ and this fierves as a 
fufficient pretence^ becayfe in former times, not 
Anly kings, but great men^ had theirjefiersor buf^ 
foons^ who were permittied to fay or do almoft 
;any things but then our modern lovers of laugh- 
ing forget that thofe jefters were always men of 
wit, and made ufe of the privilege allow'd them 
to reprove ^ well as to divert their patrons ; a 
^ing that at prefent would not be at all reliihcd. 

KiSTOii Y is full of many notable admonitioas 
given by thefe jefters^ w^ichhad oftentimes more 
«ffcA on thofe they wer^ intended to reform^ than 
the moft ferious advice coming from any other 
jijuarten — Our inimitable Shakefpear^ who was 
perfeAely well verfedin the humour of the agp 
j>e lived in, and .{|lfo in many paft, before be bad a 
being, in moft of his playsj introduced a clown 
or a buffoon^ who, under the fliew of iimplicity^ 
fpoke the boldeft and the wit^ieft things of apj 
perfon in the drama* 

But whether this be the motive which influx 
ences fome of our great pretenders to fine tajie^ 
in the choice of their companions^ I appeal to 
iromnxon obfervatio;a. 

^on isit only in great things th^ the true good 
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^/ie difplays itfelf ^-^-the meaneft ads ofxbaritjr 
we do are fo many teftimonies of it. A perfon may 
he liberaU even tQ profufion, but if he makes nd 
diftindion in his bounties^ he cannot be (aid to be 
poiTeiTed of it : ->- reajin and judgmdit (hould di- 
tt&, compajfton^ not only on whom to beftow what 
We have to give^ but alfo to beftow itfo as to be of 
real fervice <o the unh^py objed^ Abandoned 
infancy^ decrepid age, the itck, and the prifonc;r> 
iiave all an indifputabie claim to pity ^nd relief. -^ 
Thefe will be the firft care of a perfon of true iajle^ 
and fuch a one, of what rank foever, will not be 
^bove examining into the calamities of the implor- 
ing wretch, and endeavour to fuit the benefaflion 
to the condition. To throw money among a crowd 
that hover about our dOors, without any regard 
who picks it up, in my opitiion, has fomewhat of 
oftentation in it$ and though it may be faid, that 
Heaven beftows its fun(bihe and its refrelbing dews 
on all alike^ yet as the mofi wealthy here below 
have not the fame inexhauftible fund^ trut charity 
«nd trui tafte oblige us to be more particular. 

The manner alfo in which we confer favours 
of any kind, whether great or fmall, is a plaih 
indication Either of our gpadox bad tajle ^^nd thi5> 
I may fay, is one of the principal tefts, at leaft^ 
if we allow good-nature and g^od-ireeding to be 
fome of the requifites of a gnad tajle^ as certainly 
they are. — One may do a very cflential kindntfs 
to a friend, yet do it fo as to make him repine at 
the neceiSty of being obliged :•"— and one may 
order it fo, that the fmalleft conceffion in his be- 
half, (hall be efteemed by him as an infinite favour. 
—-There is a peculiar fbftncfs in /r«//£7j/?^, which, 
notwitbfianding, lofes no part of its dignity^ that 
enhances the value of every thing We do^ doubles 
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the price of every grant, and renders our vetj 
^efubb pleafing. 

'I AM ,vexy well. aware, that by many q( n\f 
readers, this will b,e. thought going too far, and 
^at according to my definition of a lopd ta/te^ it 
is. morally impoffible for any one tofe pofTeBejd 
of it. But this is ap argutpent which the third 
jpropo&tion I laid down^wrll immediatelyxonfute^ 
and it may eafily be Ihewq, that the (;hQiceQf our 
.amufements, recreations, and employments, isnqt 
only a proof of having a good tafle^ but will alfo 
enable 0o(e to acquire it, who hfive it not jby 
mature,. 

•Wherever we fee a pQrfon1avi(h away tim.c 
4d trifles, and fond only of fuch amufements 33 
.can be no way improving to ^he mind, we may 
be certain that fuch a one has not a tafle for any 
thing .(pot,e elegant, aad alfo that he never will ^ 
jbccaufeby tjie^very indulging thofe low and grofs 
ideas, he puts it put of .the power of the thinkr 
4ng taculty to exert itfclf,and reafon, by degrees, 
Jojcs its native force: — tbe mind[, as well as bodjc, 
will grow weak and feeble without proper exer- 
jcife, and become no more than the gt^vc of i^;^ 
,own p^rfeftions^ 

"But, as great an,er\emy as indolena is to our 
fpirituous part, a^iifity in things unfit is yet much 
.more To : — to be vehement in fupporting any 
prejudices, whether imbibed in our infancy, or 
adopted by us in maturity, it matters not j — or, 
oil the contrary, to have no fettled opimon of our 
.own, but to be continually fludluating, and efpou- 
fitig the iaft we hear of others : — to be tranf- 
x)ortcd with every new caprice, and inceflantly 
/iprrying from pi\€ foJJy to another, foon con- 

iounf!^ 
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founcfs the bcft underftanding, and makes a kind 
of chaos in themind^ 

But they who can once rcfolve to employ 
themfelres in fucb a manner as becomes a perfon' 
of fikitajli^ however repugnant they maybe at* 
firixyWilVby degrees, be orougbc infenlibly to' 
baw it in reality. 

It Is one very great ftep towards acquiring a 
gpod ta/Ie^ to be fcnfible of our de&iencics that 
way ; it will iat lead prevent lis from doing thofe 
things which would difcover us to Usive onp emi- 
nently itf//*r-* It is theiefore the bufinefs of us" 
all to examine oar own hearts: — by this means 
"we may know how to conceal, if not re<5tify^^ 
thofe propenfities, which are opp'oiite to reafon. 
But I again repeat it as my firm opinion, thort 
whoever has fortitude enough to forbear putting 
into action ia vicious inclination for any time, wilT* 
at faff be able to-conquer that inclination, and be- 
come virtuous out of choice as welf as principld". 

But as ill cudoms are fo difficult to be worn 
off, and k muft cofl the perfon who endeavours^^ 
by the force of rcflcdlion, to get the better of 
tnem,rjnany>(evere pang before the work can be 
accompfilQied^ it Is the utmoft cruelty in parenfn 
and* governors, to negjed accu{!:oming us betimes 
to love and revere thofe things, which it will be- 
come u^to pradife in our riper years. 

Cu R losi T y4s the firft and mod natural paffion 
of the human foul: we no fooner begin to think 
than we difcover an eagernefs of knowledge, and 
on the direftion and well management of this, de- 
pend, in a great meafure, the praifes we hereafter 
may. deferve:-*- if therefore a wrong turn be 

F 3. giveo 



u6 Tbi FEMALE "Book rs^ 

given to ityjf we are allowed only to pry into 
fuch things as.had better be fop^ever unkiiown.ta 
us, it 19 no wonder that we ihould be deveted to 
vanity and trifles our whole lives. 

Ir we become early connoifleurs in the mode^ 
can mal^ fmart remarks oa the drefs of every 
one we fee at the ball, the court,, the opera,, 
or any Qther public place,^ take fo much delight 
in hearing and-rcporting every little accident tha^ 
happens in families we are acquainted with,—*, 
how much more pleaCure Should we find in exa» 
mining the variousandbeautifuthabits with which 
Jiatu/e cloaths thofe plants and flowers which a«- 
dorii our gardens, and in making ourfelves ac- 
quainted with thofe great and wonderful events 
which hiftory prefentsus^wkh, and theyet-more- 
furpris^ing adventures, dangers, efcapcs,.and hard^ 
fhips which "bpoj^s of voyages and travels afford ! 

The SB. are entertainments which we may 
partake while in our hanging-fleeves ;^ and tho*^ 
weihouU^Tun them over never fo curforily, as 
childrc&,are apt to do|^ thev would, ftill prepare 
the mind ;for,more folid refedions afterwards f: 
they could not fail of enlarging the ideas, inform*, 
ing the underftanding^^and above all, of ixifpiring 
in us a )g%e and reverence for the Great Author,. 
Dircfloi:, aijd Sole I>ifpofer of. every thing ia 
nature. 

By banning to pafs our time in this naiannerf, 
we ihall prevent .all thofer unruly and diforderly 
paifions from getting the better of us, which after*- 
ward coft fo much labour to fupprefs, and are 
of fuch ill cpnfcqi^ence if indulged. 

• Wjt ihall ixcgmcacquiin ted with the worlds 

bisfo^Ow 
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before we have any thing to do with it^and know 
howt» regulate our condu£l, fo as neither to give 
offence to others,, nor be in danger of reeetvitig 
any ourfelves. 

Wjf ihall be enabled to prize every thing ac-^ 
cording to its real value,,and be intirety free from- 
all prejudice and partial attach men tt^. 

In fine, Ive fball be poflefied of all thofe ufeful 
and agreeable talents, which in their aflemblage 
eompofe what may jufily be called the true fine 
t€tjie\ for though many people are io unhappy as 
to degenerate from a religious education^ and put 
in pradice the reverfe of every thing they have 
been taughtf yet I am apt to believe it is becaufe * 
the precepts of piety and virtue have been incul*i 
€ated in a rough and* indelicate m^ner. — It is 
not-every one has the art of rendering inftrufiion 
gleafing^befides, as youth is naturally headftrong, 
and fubmits to eonftraint but with pain, it feidoih 
retains what is impofed upon it^ thofe rules are 
fure therdbl^e lo make the deeped impreffion> 
which are not laid down to us^ as fucb, but dif- 
guifed under the ihew of amufements and recrea- 
tion : — it is only then we love them, and purfue 
wi^ esqgemefe what otherwife we (hould hate 
asd avoid, as much as poffible, the thought of. ' 

I AM very certain the moil profitable parts 6f 
learning may be attained, by fuch means as wouFd 
afibrd us as much delight, while in the ftudy df 
them, as honour in the acquititton. 

BuT'Ifhall poftpone what I have to fay far- 
tlier on* this head, in order to oblige my readef's 
with that ingenious letter whiphmy laftgave the 
l^mife of,and v^hich our fociety takes a par lieu- 
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iar pleafure in publilbing ; as it agrees fo exa<3})^ 
with our own fentiments, and i$ what we would 
wlfb.to fay ouffclvcs upon the. fame occafion.. 

To theYEUAh% Sp.ectator. 

Map AM,.; 

* A S it is very evident thofe momhly efiaysy 

* ^ with which you oblige the public, arecal- 

* culated for no other end than, the inxprovement. 
' of the^ mora}$ and nunners of an age, which 

* (lands in the ^toioft need of fo agreeable a mo^ 

* nitor ; I flattermyfelf you will pardon my oA- 

* fering you a fmall hi nt^ whereby they may be. 
/ rendered yet more effedhial for the aQC0!npli{b> 

* ment of fo laudable an undertaking. 

* Your predeceflbr, the never too-much-ack- 

* mired SpeSfaiovy ufed frequently toadapt his lu- 

< cubration^tothefeafonsof tlve year^ and laqi 

* of opinionhis thought inJt wa^extrjam«ly juft, 

* becaufe wtf are much more fenfiblj afieded 
^ with what is faid on things wbichnre that niA- 
^ ment prefent to us, than we.caabewith aof 
' thing j^fl/?^ jar to cowu. 

* LONDON, madam,, is now growings 

* .perfefl witderneis: -«• the play ,—* the Qpera,**^^ 

* the mafquerade, and ball, no longer attract the 

< attention oftthe gay and polite world: '-'Scenes 
^ pencilled by Heaven's own hand begin, in thii 

* beauteous n^onth, tobedjfplayed, and ev«ry one 
^ hailcns to partake the ckarms of a rural iife.. 

^ Those hurrying pleafuresthat fo lately itttxw 

* ed to monopolize our time, and every bufy care, 
^ from which the greateft are not<wbolly exempt, 
I left ^U behind^ wh^t advantages might not tfap 

* miadi 
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*' mind receive amidft that variety of amufemcnts 
^ the country affords, did we contemplate nature 
**as we ought ! But if we curforily pafs them 

* over, and enjoy, without attention, the rich re* 
'gale prepared for every fenfe, we deprive our* 
^ ^Ive^of the greateft» nobleft fatisfadion, and 

* cojptradi£l the piirpofe of tke all- beneficent* 
**Beft6wcr. - 

* 
*'It is not eaough'that we behold thofc fieldsy-^ 
^meadows, and paSureSj which but a few months 
pail appeared a dreary wafte, now plentifully* 
*ftored with food for man and beaft: — tho/o 
gardens, fo lately deftitute of every ornament, 
fave only here and there a folitary yew, perhaps, 
or cyprefs, ihat ftood nodding over the naked 
plots, Jiow clad in colours which no art can 
imitate, and evdn fur^iaffihgtheceleftialbowi-^ 
nor that we fmeH the odours of tenihoufand 
different flowers gently wafted to us by the am-* 
T)ient air; — nor that the tafte is gratified witlv 
the lufcious ftrawberry, the bluming cherry, 
the refre(bing iallad, and all thofe early pro- 
y uilsof the ufeful olitory ;-r-nor that our ravilh- 
ed ears are from every grove faluted with notes 
more melodious than thofe of Handetox Bonon-* 
ciniy though warbled thro' the throsit of Farine/li" ' 
or Curzoni'y — nor even is it enough that we 
have gratitude to acknowle(%e and be thankful * 
for the blefliiigs which every where furround- 
us J r— there is ft ill a fomc thing wanting to ren- 
der our felicity compleat, a fomething, which, . 
Mhough in the gift of Heaven, yet as we are fur- 
' niihed with the means of enjoying it in our- 
fclves,it therefore depends wholly on ourfelves, 

• Vou.wlll eaTily coQceive, madam, I mean the 
• "ftudy of natural phtlofaphy \ but, tbo' contem- 

F 5 . * plaiion, • 
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* platioftoa^nj thing maj be called a ftudy in 

* a more or leis degree, J -would not be thought 
^ to recommend to the Iadiei(for whofe ufe I uke- 
^ your lucubrations to be chiefly intended} that . 

* fencere and abftrufe part which would rob them 
^ of any portion of their gaiety : — on the con- 

* traxy^I jwoold notadvife them to fill their beads* 

* with the propo&tionsof an AlirovanduSy a Mal^ 

* bramcbi^ or a .Alai/Z^n: —> the ideas of ^thofe 

* great meaare not fuited to every capacify ;**-^ 

* they require a depth of learning,' a ftrength of 

* judgoaent, and a length of time to be ranged 

* and digefted, fo as to reader them either p!eafiog \ 

* or beneficial. 

* Not. that Iprefume to denyv but that there * 

* are foitie ladies every way qtialified for the motib 

* arduous labour of the brain ; but then I (halt-^ 
' find Ifttk forgiveneis from my own fex to per*- 

* fwade thofe enliveners of (bciety to any thing 

* which would deprive us of their company for i 
*- any long time. 

No, no, I am not fa great an enemy to my^ 
^ felf : f— what I mean by the fttidy of natural * 
"^ philofophy, is only fo^ much as nature herfelf 

* teaches,. and every one'^curiofity, if indulged,.. 
^ would excite a defire to be inttru^ed in. 

^ M E TmLNXj, } would not have them, when • 
' the uncommon beauty of any plant ftrikes the 
^ eye^ content themfems with admiring its fu- • 
^* perficial perfeAions,. but pafs from thence to the 

* refledion with what wonderful fertility it is 
^ endowed^ and what numbers in another feafoft • 

* will be produced from its prolific and felf-^ene- - 
^ rating feed : -— even the moft common, which > 
^ fprings beneath their feet as they are walking, ^ 

♦ has- 
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< has in tt Ibme particular virtue, which it would 

* not be unbecoming them to be acquainted with ^ 
<'if they do not all contribute immediately to our 
^ nourtfhment, or to the cure of thofe difeafes tor 
f' which mankind are incident, they at leaff fervis 

* for fubftftence to many animajs^ and even in** 
*^{e&Sj to whom we owe a great deal. 

• We carinot walk, or throw our eyes abroad j 
^"without feeing ten thoufai)d and ten thoufand 
^living creatures, all curious in their kind, all' 

* created for our ufe, and whit b no lefs teftify: 

* the-Almighty Wifdomand Goodnefs, than the. 
•* greateft and mott noble of his works. 

• Even thofe worms which appear moft defpi- 
**cable in our eyes, if examined into^ will excite 

* our admiration :^ — to feeJiow in thofe little 
'creatures bodies are cafed in bodies: -— hoWf 
''when one form growsl withered and decayed^ 
'the happy infe£l has another in referve, and, 
' (baking off the old, appears again in all the 
' frefhnefs and vigour of youth : — What would 
*a certain lady, often taken notice of in y«ur ef- 
' fays, and many other antiquated beauties, give^ 
'had they the fame pdwcr ? 

'Can there be a more agreeable amufemenf,* 
' than to obferve how thofe flying infcds, which, 
' are moft pleafing to the e)^e, fpring from fuch 

* as but a few days pad crawled upon the earth ?— • 

* We admire the beauty of the gaudy butterfly,* 
•but refleft not how it rifes from the groveling 
' caterpillar j nor hov^ that worm, after having 

* changed its (kin feveral times, takes a diff^erent'" 
' fliape, aflfumes wings painted in that gorgeous 

* manner^ and (kirns over the tops of thofe ull ^ 

F6^ * trees. 



' trcMvWhofe branchy he before .a||poded. but* 
^ with difficuhy and.kngtb of titw:* . 

* There. is fomethliig cxctemely. cy nous and 
well.worthy obfervatioa in the death and refur^ 
reAion of thefe infej^s. : ^^ if you .pM.t one of 
them into,a bpx with fmall holes. at. the top tc^ 
let in ail*, and lak^ care to fupply them with 
leaves proper for th«ir fuftenapce, you wrilper- 
ceive tHat after a c^tajn time they will ceaf^^ 
to eat,.and begin to. build themfelvps akind of. 
fepulch're ; ^as there at:e various fbrt^of cateC'^ 
pillars, they have various way* of maiuog .this 
inctofiire,but all in general coaipleat it by.a cer-^*. 
tain clue out of their own bowels, which, by 
their manner of fpinningand winding it round 
their biDdies^b^conies a hard.CQnfiftence^ ^nd the* 
head,paws, and hairy ikij(i» being work^ into it^.^ 
form a kind of f^ell, which encU^fes the embryo* 
of the butterfly ; this fh^)l is by the learned call- 
ed a cry/alts J it lies wholly inanimate the whole* 
winter, and in the beginning of the fummer- 
burfh at one end. and diftovers the butterfly,,. 
whichr,bSiving fluttered ahout>jand enjoyed itfelf h- 
for a feafon,.. lays its eggs for the pr^oauce of a., 
new generation of paterpiliars. 

* Thjs, tbeUdies who keep, fllk- worms, which - 
are rndeed of the fame nature, tho^ more ufe-- 
ful and^ beautiful, are no (Irangers to : — they . 
will tell you,thore pretty creatures, from whofe 
bowels fo much finery is derived, after having 
fintflied their work, ere£)^. themfelves little, 
tombs, fuch as Ihave mentioned,apd then revive 
in butterflies, in order to propagate Jiheir fpecies. 

* Bu T all thofe curiofities, which are di&pver* . 
* able by the naked eye, are infinitely Ihort txf>. 

« thofe- 
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*--tbofc bey^d it| natun has not given our fi^ht 
*-thc power of decerning the wonders of the 
« -minute creation; — arty therefore^ muft fupp'y 
*'that deficiency: — >tbere4ire naicrofcopes, which-' 
c^^vill ihew us Aicii insgnifioent«pparel,<aiid fuch' 

* delicate trimming about the fmftllefl infe^, as 

* would difgrace the fplendor of a birth<*day : •--«- 
Meveral of ^hem afie adorned withcrowmi upon 
^ their heads^ have their wings Ringed with co-' 

* lours of the moft lively dye^ and their coats em- 
*4>roidered with purple and with gold.-^Even the 

* common*' fly, i)Iadc as it- is^ is not without its- 
^ beauties, ^whether you confider theflrudure of* 
^ 4ts framo^^he curious glazing of its tranfparenc - 

< wings, pr the workmanfliip round the edges of ^ 

< them: -^ but above allj the eyes d^erveatten-- 

* tion: — they are like two halfmoons encompaf- ' 
^ fing the head, both which are full of an infinite 
^Hiumber of fmall eyes, which aH>nce penetrate 
^ above, below« on«eacb iide^ and behind, there- 

* by fully^ gratifying the curiofity of the creature, . 

* if that term may be allowed to infeAs, and en- 
^ abling k.to defend itfeirfrom any. tbreatning 
^ Ganges 4 

^ Th£ glafiel which afford us fo much fatis* 

* fa&ion are as portable. as a fnufF-box, and I am ^ 
^ furprized the ladies do not make more ufe of. 
^ them in the little exeurfions* they make in the- 

* fields, meadows, and gardens^ 

^ Th£RB is indeed no part of this terreftrial ' 

* globe, but what affords an- infinite variety of 

* living creatures, which, though not regarded, '^ 

< or even not difcemible, was to pafs by, or, per*^ 
*' baps, tread over them, wouldivary much enlarge 

* our underflanding, as well as give a prefent . 
*. agreeable amtufeitieftt, . if' viewed diftindly 

* through one of tbofe' magnifiers, 

* Every 
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* Every body has heard of the ant^ its oeco« 

* nomy,.itS'ifiduftr3r,and its wonderful foreiighr,^ 
^ have employ M the pens of many learned authors. 
^'1 am therefore fiirprized that fuch numbers of - 
''people can trample over the little mounds they* 
*^with indefatigable labour throw up in the earth,- 
*^witbout a deure of examining how and by what 
'"means they are enabled to emdit^-and for what^ 
'^purpofes they take all this pains.- 

^^MAN^ when he woidd ere&or pluck down^ 
' a building,*— when he would farrow or make 
^plain the earth,— or, in fine, do any thing for his ^ 
^ pleafure, convenience,or defence, is fupplied by^ 
*^^rt with tools and inftruments proper for tbt 

* defign he undertakes; l)ut the<»i/is indebted to 
* 'nature alone for all the helps it enjoys : -^ thefe 
* 'creatures are tncafed in a coat perfediy refem-- 
^'bling^,that of mail, and by this are defended from - 

* any^urt their tender bodies would receive from 

* a too great weight of -earth falling upon them ; < 

* * — they have claws which they can extend when- 

* ever tfaey pleafe, and withal fo fharpy-that they 

* will faften into any thing \ ^-— they have two 
^ horns before, and as many behind, ^ and thefe 
< ferve as ears to give them intelligence of every 

* thing i -^ they- have little trunks or probofcis's, « 
^ which penetrate into the hardeft earth, and a 
' 'kind of faw to each leg, that by conftant work«- 

* ing enlarges the oivity ; and, as feveral thou- 

* Xands work together, they foon build themfelves 
*;fubterraneous manfions, into which they run on - 

* the appearance of any danger, and make the re- 
^ pofitofy of their winter ftores ; here alfo they^ 
'lay their eggs, -breed up their young, and take 
' Tepofe after their long fatigues. 

« Thij» fagacity, as well as the order thty 

*preferve 
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• ' prcfcrvc in every thing, is thus fiacly exprefled^ 
♦"by Mr. DryJiHj ii^tl» tcanflation of f?r;//v. 

* • Thus in battalia march 'imhody^d ants^ - 

• " Fiarful of winOr^ and of future wants : . 

♦ ^invade thi contj and to 4heir' alhUanviy ' 
^*The plunder* d forage of their yellow prey, 

** 7he fable troops along the narrow tracks ^ 

• ' Scarce bear the weij^ty burthen $n their backr : 

*' Seme Jet their fl)ouliers* to tbe^pond'*rous 

* grain:: 
* ' Some guard the fpM, fame lafl>the lagging 

♦ strain : 
All fly their diffirent tasi^-and efttal teil 

tifiain* ' 



^Allti 
'14 



" ^ All the ancientpoets were full of the virtuet^ 
^of thofe little infefb. Horace^ as engliflied byy 
«>our famous Cowley ^ fays of them : : 

* ^The little Jrudge doee trot about andjiveatf 
. * Nor will hefhrait devour all ht can get i 

* "But in bis temperate mouth carrier it home: 

* Afioclifor winter y whiebhe knows mu/l come.' 

, * But. if the antsmvCti l6 much jufiice claim * 
^our admiration, what (hall we think ofthe^//;f. 
< —-Thofe who have been curious enough to pre* 

* pare for them a glafs hive, will tell you fuch > 
♦-^wonders of their eeconomy, order, and policy, 

* as might render (iiem patterns for the beft regu*- - 
♦^lated government, . 

« Wb could hot, indeed, do better than to bc- 

* come their imitators, fince what we callinftind t 

* in them is, in fad, the immediate dire£Uon of 

* Divine Providence, wfaich impels them with a • 

* reliefs force^ to do all thofe things which are 

• 'iieceflary . 
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meceflary for the common good of their wholo 
community, as well as that of each particular 
individual : -— it has furniflied thom with^arms 
ofFenfive and defenfive ; it has given them bagr 
to contain and carry home-the food they labour 
'fbr,«nd alfo for that poifbnoui juice which they 
fo eafily dart out on their aflailant ; but then they 
never exercife thatp9w«F wkbout being iirft at- 
tackiDd. . 



* On man the Almighty Wifdom has b^RovKd 

* reafon^ that fovereign pHuif, as the ppet (ziysypf 
^ ^knowing right from wrong f- but^ when we find 
^ it is in danger of being led afiray by the influ- 
^ ence of ill paifions, as it too often is, let us have 

* recourfe to the btes^ and refled that it is our 
' duty, and befits the dignity of our nature, to da 
^^thofc things by our own -choice, which they do 

* by an unavoidable imptilfer — ambition, luft, 

* and avarice, thofe fiends. that perfecute and lay 

* Wafie half the human fpecies, pervert the beau- 

* teous order of nature, and ren^der all her works 
< a chaos, would then be banifhed from among 
^ Us, and this great bivie, the world, enjoy the 

* fame tranquility we behold in the repoutory cf 

* thofe happy infects. . 



* BIjtL forget that it is* to your female rca-w 
dcrs I add'fefs myfelfj none of whom I can fuf- 
pcS of bcmg the authors of any of thofe mif- 
Chiefs which happen in the world ; except thofe. 
few whofe lot it is to become fovereign prin- 
cefTes^r-then indeed it isnot to begreately won- 
dered at, if they throw ofFail womanhood, de« 
fpife the fofthcft of their fex, can behold whole- 
provinces depopulated, and, for the lake of that 
falfe glory, Which is too often the appendix o{ 
royalty, rejoice and fatten in the blood of laugh- 

♦ tcred 
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* tered milKons. ••-—Such' as Semiramis^ defcendanc 

* of the firft tyrant and opprcflbr of the eartK^, 

* Nimrod : — fuch as Thomyris of Scythioj and 
^-fuch, ligrieve to faj?^ may even in this age bb 

* found : -^^ yet all the fair fcx, who have worn. 

* crowns, have not been foj — England c2Ln boaft 
*of two glorious-princefles, who preferped the 

* works of mwcy to the charms of con^ueft : -^ 
^ ElizaSethi of immortal memory, had the happy 
« art ofrenderingherfeW formidable toherenemiet 
^without bloodshed ; and her late majefty queen 
*- y//i»^. rejoiced mf>rc in putting an end to a long, 

* thodgh fuccef^ful war^ than ever flic did in all 
'•the viAories gaine.dby her: arms. 

'•You will pardon this fliort digreiSoR^ ma* 

* dam, a fudden thought, which came, I know 
••not how, into my head, inforced it from me,., 
'and led me into a fubjeft very foreign to my pur- 
'• pofc :— '1 was g«ingto obferve that though there 
'-are but few ladies w^o, imay (bppof^, am have. 
*~any occaflon to regulate their paffions by the ex- 
' ample of^the moderate l^ ; yet thofe who are - 
< lovers of oeeonomy and temperance, willcer* 
' tainly be pleafed to perceive the occupation <rf« 
f»thefe animals, delightful,, though t^ilfome: ta^ 
' themfelves, and fo hilt of utility to ut. 

' The iR magazines of wax and honey ought, . 
^and I think cannot but intereft us in favour of - 
'thofe from whom we receive fuch benefits, and 

* at the fame time- infpire us with the moft ex« 
'*alted love, reverence, and gratitude to-thc Di- 
'* vine Groodnefs which created us fo many flaves, , 
'^and which alfo feeds, cloaths, and inftruAs them 
^«to work for us, and fer us abne^ while we (tt 
^ateafe,iu;iden}oy the fmiu of their labours with* 
^^om c^ejiad without expence. 
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* Thb contemplation therclore on the works 
^ of nature affords us not only a moft pleafing a- 
^ mufement, but it is the beft leilbn of inftrudlion: 
^ we can read, whether it be applied to the im^ 
^ f rovement of our divine or moral virtues. 

^ It alfo affords matter for agreeaUe conver&- 
^ tion, efpectally for the tadies, who' cannot al- 

* ways be fufniihed with difcourfe on the article 

* of drefs, or the repetition of what fine things 
*^have been faid to them by their admirers ; but 
«' here they never can want matter : -^ new fub- 
*- jedsof aftcniihment will tvcry day ,.e very hour 

* ftatt up before tbem».andtho(e of thegreateft 

* volubility wjll much fooner want words thaU' 
*^ occasions to make ufe of them, 

^^ As ladies fjreqiiently walk, ou tin- the countrf 
^in little troops^ if every one of them would take 

* with her a magnifying glafs, what a pretty emu* 

* lation there wpuld l^ among them, to make 
^ freih difcoverics^? — - They would doubtleC pef-^ 
^ceive animals which are not to lie fouad in the 
** moft accurate volumes^ of natural philofophy ;> 
^and the r^aLficittf might he indebted to eVerji 
** faic Columbus for a new world of beings to em^ 
^ploy their, JTpeeulations. 

'{.To have their names fet down on this oe- 
^'cafioni in the memoirs and tranfaSions of that 

* learned body^ would be gratifying a laudable 
^'ambition, aiiKl a far greater addition to their 
^ charms than the reputation of having been the 

* iirft in the mode* or even of beiog the inven^ 
' trefs of the moft becoming and beft fancied 
**trimmij|g and embroidery,, that, ever engrofs'ff 

* the attention of her^ own /ex,. <^r the admira^ 
^ tion of ours.. 
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* All this pleafure, this honour, this even 
^ deathlefs &me,.may be acquir'd without the ieaft 

* trouble or ftudy ; — we need but loci to be in* 
^ fornCd of all that booki^can teach us of this part 
^ of natural philofophy ^ and it rnuft^ for that 
^ reafon, be extremely proper for fuchof the fair* 

* who are too volatile to have patience to go> 
^ thro' thofe tedious volumes, which are requi-^ 
^ fite for the underftanding all other fciences. 

* In this, one fummer is fuffi^ient to make 
^ them perfed miftrefles, and furnifh a ftock of 
*^ beautiful ideas for their whole livea : — not but 

* when we once have entertain'd a defire oi 
^ knowledge, and been in any meafure gratified 
^ in thatdenre, it rcfts not there, but extends it-- 
^ fdf in proportion t^ the object thait excites it. 

*- Whoever, therefore» has a true tafte for 

* the refearches I have b^n fpeaking of, will 

* never ceafe their enquiries, becaufe the theme. 
^ is boundlds,. and they will fttll. wilh tofatbom^ 
^ it : fo that) whenever the cbearing fpdng begin* 

< to call the latent fap forth from the roots of ve^ 
*^ getableS). and kindlea the hidden embryo dor* 
^' mant in its cell into new life, the fair philofophep 

< will be eager to fiirvey the refurreSion j and fee 
** what form wilLnow difglay itfelf ; and whether 
^ the feeming. death both pknts and infeds have 

.^paG'dthro% have wrought any transformations 

* in either: — in the former flbe will find no- 

< more than a renovation of that Ibe iaw them in- 
^ before ; but in almoft every fpecies of the fecond^ 
^ fhe will find amazing tramformatiosis : -— and 

* bow lively an idea this gives of fomething yet 
^ more demanding confidetation, . it ia. ealy lo^^ 

* Goaceive». 

» 
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• That, however, I will not take upon me 

* to mention, for fear of rendering the fubjed too 

* grave ; but of itfelf it will occur, and prove, to- 1 
/ a demonftration, that the ftudy> of 'nature is the 

* ftudy of divimty^. — None, verfed in- the o»>, ,1 

* am confident, will ad contrary to the principles 

* of the other y and that all your fair readej:s 
^ would make the experiment,, is the wiih of, 

* Madam, 
* AJlncere admirer of your produ^ionrj 
^ And cmfequentlj your mojl devoted^ 
Inner-temple,. • Faithful humble fervant ^ 

Apjil 27^ 1745. ^ PHILO-NATURiE* 

^ P. S. Madam, if you think this worthy of^ 
^ a place in yoar next eflay, or that it will be 
> agreeable to your readers, I (hall her^fter fend ^ 
^ you ibme Wofe thoughts^ as they may 4iappen lb' 
^ occur to me, etthiBron the fdme fubjed oraiqr 
^ other that I ihall think wilt- be acceptable tit^- 
^you, or ufeful to the public* 

I BELisv^ there are none into whofe hand^ 
this piece may fall, but will readily join with lis • 
in allowing it to be Extremely juft : — our IbC, 
in particular are infinitely obliged to the inge* 
nious author ; and I flatter myfelf there are a grealt 
many will teftify the fenfe they have of this ad- 
vice by putting it in pradice : — he may, at leaff, 
afiure himfelf of this, that our little fociety, wbb 
have agreed to pafs a few^days at a country feat,- 
belonging to our prefident, the excellent Mira^ 
will not. go unfurni&M with microfcopes,- and' 
other proper glafies, in order to make diofe-in- 
fyfStiom he<recoaunends. 

At. 
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At our return, or as foon as leiTure permit^ 
-we ihall be glad to hear the performance of his 
promife ; fmce admonitions, delivered in that po- 
lite and elegant manner, he is fo perfeA a mafler 
of, cannot fail of jnaking all the in\preilioos they 
are intended for. 

It muft certainly be confeiTed, that there is 
nothing more entertaining, or more profitable to 
the min49 tban the fludy of ^natural .|)hi]ofQphy, 
4^. that is with (o little difficulty attained. 

' W E mayi>e^€nabled by it to entertain ourlelves 
•^ith the moil agreeable idea;, and to entertain 
otherF, fo as to render our converfation valuable 
«to all who enjoy it :.-r-- we (hall be Jed infenfibly 
into the higheft notions of the dignity of human 
nature, and all cotdnef$, all indifference, for that 
Supreme iind ^Omnipotent Power, who gave be- 
in^ to fuch innumerable creatures for our ufe, l)e 
iqtircly ,banUbed from our hearts. 

,In fine,a (incere and ardentlove to God would 
^ie conveyed to us through our admiration of his 
works, and the benefit we receive by them ; and 
flrber<;ver that 13 once truly eftabliihe4> it is im- 
poifible for vice to take any deep root vr^J^wervt 
we .may liom virtue, the beft have done jt, but 
cpi never wboUy de^iaU :^^ though we flumble, 
^ w^ihall npt fa]r,at leail beyond the power of ri- 
fing: — the.viTion, with which we were near be- 
ing intoxicated, will.vani(b, and we fh^U.cry out 
with Sohmm^ 

All is vanity and vepcation rffpirit / 

^o great is the emolument and jnnate fitif- 
iadion in pacing qire's-timc in tbofeemployments 

PhUo- 
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Philo nature recommends, and in fome other% 
which I (hall hereafter mention, that I atn prett/ 
confident there are fcarce any foloft in vanities^ 
but, if they would prevail onthettvfelves to qfiake 
trial of the change, would never more relapfe into 
thofe abfurd and ridiculous follies, which atpre- 
fent too much -engrofs their hours. 

The love of reading, hice the love of virtue, 
is fo laudable, that few arebardy enough to avow 
their difguft to it.— I know ladies, who, though 
they never badpatience to go through a finglepage 
t>f any thing, except an opera or oratorio, have 
always a book of fome eflimation in the world Iy« 
ing near them, which, on hearing any company 
coming into the room, they will immediately 
fnatch up, as tho' their thoughts had been en- 
gaged on the coQtents of that, when, prehaps, 
they had only been taken up in contriving fome 
new ornament fortbeir drefs, or debating within 
themfelves which of the various aflemblies, they 
frequented, ihould have the honour of their com* 
pany that night* 

NCNB^ indeed, but thcfft who accuftom them- 
lelves to reading, can conceive the pleafure which 
fome fptt of books are capable of affording :-^a 
young lady, wbofe bead is full of the gay objeds 
of the world, it too apt to imagine, it is lofing 
more time than file has to (pare x» make trial of 
this amufement 5 but in that cafe I would have 
her make her woman read to her, while £he is 
dreffing, or at fuch hours when, after being bar* 
ried and fatigued with diverilons, a kind of indo» 
lence falls upon her, and (he grows peevifh, and 
in a kind of anxiety for fom^hing new to kill 
tbe tedious time. 



IM 
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In thofe moments, if flie have a perfon about 
hcT of difcretion enough to make choice of fome 
iaterefting part of hiftoryt it will infenfibly en- 
ffiige her attention : fhe will grow fond of know* 
£dge in thofe things which arQ truly worth know* 
iagy and the very novelty at fir{| endear that to 
lier, which a more perfeA underftanding of it« 
vahie afterwards will make unable to negled. 

What I mean, whoa I fay •fome tnterefting 
part of hiftory, is the relation of fome event 
which nlay bemoft tnterefting to the perfon who. 
isi to hear it, as there is fcarce anv circumftance 
or ch^a£ier in modern life, that nas not its pa* 
raDel in antiquity, 1 would have her begin with 
what affords examples of fuch events as there is a 
poffibility may happen to herfelf, or thofe perfims > 
for whom (he has the moft tender concern : — 
by this her nobleft pa$ioA9 wiU be awak'd ;.-^ 
fhe will forget every thing befide ; — fhe will re* 
joiqs or weep) according as the different accidents 
excite ; — her whole foul will take a new turn, 
imd become all generofity and gentlenefs. 

This is going a great way toward acquiring 
iSbatfine tqfle which is fo much talked of, ^fo 
tittle underftood 1 but the:way to be poflefs d in- 
tirely of it i$ not to flpp here* 

Wh£K the mind is once prepared hj thefe» 
mother kinds of reading will become no le(s agree- 
able: — the perfon, who is happily a convert to 
that improving and mofl delightful amufement, 
will always find fome excitement to continue, it 4 
— fhe will never hear mention made of any great : 
author, but fhe will have a deilre to examine. his. 
works, in order to know if they do juftice to his. 
merit, or have over*rated it : — when fhe heacs. 

of 
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of -any notable^tranfa^lion in the field or cabinet, 
ihe will be impatient to look over the annals of 
paft times, to find if the prefent really excel all 
that have gene before, or whether ft be, as the 
wife man More quoted fayj, 'that, in fa&, 

^/r/ is nothing new under the fun. 

Neither will fhe be content with knowidg 
that fuch and fuch things were done; flie muft 
aUb pry into the motives by which they were 
brought about, and as far as is -in her power, in- 
form herfctf whether they were fuch as deferved 
l^raife^ *or <he«conlrary : — and by this means flie 
will be*enabled to judge of affairs, not by their 
fucceis, but by the intentions of thofe who con^ 
duAed them. 

Not that I would have any one become fo de« 
voted to books as to be4oft to their ffiends and 
acquaintance s two or three hours every day em-* 
ptoy'd that way will be fufficient, provided the 
matter we have been reading be well dtgefted } 
— that^ our own reflexions on it, when we hap* 
pin to be alotte, or blending it in any cotiver&* 
tion we fall iiftto, will eafily accompllm: — we 
may read a multitade tff authors, without bdi^ 
the better, or even remembring one of diem^ if 
we do not read with attention, and a defire of 
b^ng inilruded \ but, if we are once ihongly 
pofie(s*d of that defire, every trifle we take 1^ 
will be^of foBie advsmtagetous.^ 

How^KVER, as it requires agresftdeal of judg- 
ment torknow what we (hould endeavour to ve* 
tufi, and what is better forTOtten than remem- 
bered, happy is it for thofe wno make choice of 
iiich books as Jay tbem uader no necefity cf pick'* 

ing 
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ing the -tubeat from among the tar^ : — of this 
Jcind, after the infpired writings, are, hiftories^ 
voyages, travels, and the lives of eminent perfons ; 
but even here great care muft be taken to feledt 
thofe authors on whofe veracity there is the moft 
reafoa to depends 

Fabulous accounts of real fa£b, inftead of 
Informing the niind, are the moft dangerous cor* 
ruptors of it, and are much worfe than romances^ 
becaufe their very titles warn us from giving any 
credit to them ; and the others attempt to beguile 
our underftanding, ^d too often fucceed by the 
clokc oijimpliciiy and truth. 

Next to matter^ of faith^ it behoves us not 
to be impofedon in thofe events which /^£/?5ry re- 
late : — ^jidiion ordinarily wears a. more pieafmg 
garb than truth >^ as indeed it ftands ifi neied of 
flourifhes which the other fcorns, and therefore is 
apt to make a very dcepimpreiEon ; or, more pro- 
perly fpeaking,. creates a prejudice in us, which 
fome times ihuts our eyes againft conviction, and 
we vjill not be convinced, becaufe we d$ not <art 
to be fo. 






To various people, and under ferious circum- 
^ances, fome particular parts of hiftory may be 
moft ufeful i but as to the ladies^ who have no 
occafion to make any one their ftudy but only to 
have a genei^l notion of all, I advife them to raft 
their*- eyes back to the creation in i:s infancy j it 
will give them an infinite pleafure to furvey tht 
manners of that age, which juftly may be called a 
golden one : — how, for the fpace of eighteen 
hundred years, man lived in a perfedl liberty and 
independency on^ch other : •— how every fami- 
ly was then a little feparate ftate, of whom the 

Vol. IIL G father 
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father was fole head, and.knewiioodier luperior. 
-—Then, from ihofe times of peace and plenty, our 
thoughts may iiefcend to the x:hange, iwhich hsgp- 
f>ened in the world ibon after the deluge.— -Scarce 
was it rcrpeopled, and b^n to wear the fame 
face it had done before that tremendous wafte, 
«vhen avarice and ambition, vices till then un- 
Jinown, entered the hearts of this new race ; — all 
fkithi all unity, all brotherJy afiediion ceafed ; — 
ihe luft of power prevailed ; — thofe arms invent- 
^ for their defence a^inft wild beafls, with (a* 
yage fury, were turned againft each odler, and 
inade the inftruoients of inflaving their fellow^ 

NJMMOD, mentioned by Philo^Natur^e^ 
«pas indeed the firfi who, finding himfelf ftrooger 
jthah his neighbours, feized on their territories, and 
ere£led himfelf into a monarch : — his exampl^ 
emboldened others to do the fame, who alfo be- 
came kings at the expence of public liberty ; for^ 
whatever fome writers have taken upon them to 
jailert, it is certain that it was not by choice that 
the people Submitted to the yoke of Servitude, but 
J}y the force And violence oJf the firft conquer<H's. 

Thus began the famoufi AffyrUin empire, 
ivhich lafted thirteen centuries, and fdl at laft by 
jthe indolence and luxury which Sjordanapalus in- 
troduced : — three potent monarchies rofe out of 
irhe ryins of this luiwieldy ftate, and they agaiia 
3wrere deftro)-.ed and plunderjed by the JewSy by 
4lexander fte great, and by the Romans : — to 
thefe laft all became a prey, and they were fo- 
yereign maftjers of the conquered world, til! thqr 
fell into the vices and efFeminacies of tbolp they 
jfiad lubdued, and werctbe/nfelv^ undont by tlieir 
pyff^ yjSorles, 

It 
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It is not> however, on Aofe remote ages of the 
world that I would have the niind to dwell to<i 
much : -i- a curfory view of^ them will be fuffi- 
cient to enable us to make compariibfts, ajid give 
employment for our judgment. 

The lower we go, and approach nearer to our 
own times, every thing will be more interefting^ 
-^ from the^ra I have mentioned, down to the 
prefent now, we (hall find fcapce any thing but 
amazing revolutions* — Sure there cannot be a 
more delightful fubye£t for contemplation, than the 
rife and fall of empires : -*-from what minute ac- 
cidents they arrived at the utmoft pitch of human 
greatnefs ; and by others^ fecmingly as inconfider- 
able, funk, and became in a manner provinces to 
other nations, who triumphed in their turn. 

Thus it has ever been, finceambitiofi in great 
men h^s been ranked among the number of mag* 
nanimous qualities, and virtue has been thought 
to confift in the acquifiti(Ai of new conquefts. 
For, as Mr. Otway Jufily obferves, 

jimbttion is a luji thafs never quench* d^ 
Grows more Infiantd^ und madder by enjoymei^. 

How wretched a figure in life would a maa 
make, who fhould be found totally unacquainted 
with hiftory 1 — He would, indeed, be unqualified 
for any poft or employment of confequence, and 
likewife equally fo for converfation ; but though 
cuftom, and too little attention to the education 
of our fex, has rendered this want in us leis con- 
temptible than in them, yet, as we have reafon* 
able foiils as well as they, it would, methinks, be 
a laudable pride in us to exert oarfelves on this 

G 2 occafion^ 
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occafion, and lay hold of every means to attain 
what will render us the morp confpicuous, as it 13 
the leaft exped^d^ 

Pleasure innate, applaufe deferved, and vir«- 
Cue unaffected, are the fure rewards of our re- 
fearches after knowledge while on earth ; and no- 
thing cafi be more certain, than that the greater 
degree of perfeflion we arrive at here, the more 
we iball be capable of relifhing thofe incompre- 
facnfible objefisof joy, which are to be our por- 
tion in another world. 

i ONCE heard a gentleman, prc^ famous for 
his whimfical comparifons, fay, Tiat^ were a 
dull ftupid fellow to be taken up into heaven^ 
with all his imperfections about him^ he would he^ 
have there like a cow at an opera^ and want t^ 
get down agafn^ to things more adapted to his ttn^ 
iirjlanding^ 

I AM very fenfible, that the ignorance, which 

the greateft part of our fex are in of die dead 

languages, is looked upon as an impediment to 

our being well read in hjftpry ; becaufe, thpugh 

moft of the Greek and Latin authors are trgmf- 

lated either into Englijh or French^ which is 

now pretty equal vi ith people of any tolerable 

education, yet we cannot expe£t them in the 

fame purity as if we underftood the originals 5 

but ihis objection is of no force, bepaufe, even 

in thoTc that are the worft done^ we &\\\ find 

fa£fs fuch as they were, and it is the knowledge 

of them, not rhetorif, I aQi recommending to 

ihe ladiesp 

Suppose they do not find the eloquence of 
Cicero in his letters to his friend Jtticusy yet by 

t}iw 



J 



Book 15. SPECTATOR. 14^ 

them may be difcovered tbofe fecret caufes which 
brought about the wonderful events of thofsf 
times. 

VELLEIUS Pater culm is a fort of an abridg:- 
ment of all hiftory, from the commencement of 
the world to the nxteenth year of Tiberius Cafar^ 
anxl the leaft praife that can be given it is, thatf 
it i3 an excellent preparation for the reading other 
authors. 

The confpiracy of Catiline^ and the whofe 
condudl of that dark and myfterious affair, is,if 
the moft mafierly manner, laid open by Salluji;, 
and, though his work cafi be looked upon as no 
other than a collefiion of fome parcels of hiftory,^ 
yet are they fuch as are extremely edifying, and 
afford a moft pleaiing entertainment. 

HEROD07VSj ThucydiJes, Dion, ancJ 
XenophoHy prefent us with tranfa<3ions fo won- 
derful, as ftand in need of no lefs authority thart 
theirs, to gain credit in theie latter and more de* 
generate ages. 

In Herodian you will find a continuation of 
that hiftory Dion had p.urfued but through fomc- ^ 
what more than two centuries, with a detail alfo 
of many things omitted by that author. 

SUETONIUS gives you the lives of the 
twelve firft Cafarsy and Plutarch of the moft 
Hluftrious men of Greece and Rome. 

JOSEPHUS, in his antiquities of the Jews, 
and the war made on that people by Vefpafian^ 
interfperfes many curious and entertaining occur- 
rences that happened in other nations. 

G 3 TITUS 
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TITUS Livius^ Jn/li^y Lucius Floms^ Tacitus^ 
have all an undoubted claim to our attention ; 
but I would not, like fome phyficians, load tny 
patients with too many preparation^ ngr do X 
think it neceflary that the ladies fhould allow too 
much time for reading the. long accounts which- 
fome authors give of battles and fieges : — war is 
out of our province intirely, and it is enough for 
us to know, that there were fuch things, and 
who they were that had the victory, without ex- 
amining into the fee rets of an art we never fball 
be called to the pra£lice of. 

It is eafy to fee, that it is not my ambition ta 
render my fex what is called deeply learned ; I 
cnly want them to have a general underf^andtng 
in the affairs of the world, as they have happened 
frocD the beginning till the prefent times i to the 
end they may be enabled to make an agree- 
able part in converfatlon, be qualified to judg^ 
for themfelves, and divefled of all partiality an^ 
prejudice as to their owa condu£t, as n^ell as that 
pf ©thers. 

As it is, therefore, merely for information I 
i\ouid have them read hiftory, let them not throw 
t fide any book$> becaufe the fafis contained in 
ihem are not delivered in fo florid a manner as,. 
perhaps, the fubjecft merits. — We fhould. not ba 
angry with a fellow who comes to bring us news 
of Tome unexpedted great acceiSon to our fortune, 
tho' he fhould tell it us in the mofl unpolite terms r 
— fure then, that intelligence, which gives aa 
increafe to our underflanding, ought to be well 
received, in what phrafe foevcr it is conveyed. 

In poetry, indeed, there is a wide difference ;. 
for that being an art intended gnljr to harmonize 

the 
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the foul, and raife in us fublime ideas^ the en^ 
is wholly loft if the fentiment or expreffion bar 
deficients — Weak or difcordant vcrfe is, ia my 
opinion^ the worft kind of reading in which thtr 
time can be fpcnt : — our choice, therefore, of 
the moderns, as well- as tho^ tranfiated from the' 
ancients, ought to be very delicate^ Mjch good 
paper has been fpoiled with measured fyliables^ 
dignified in the title-pages with t!ie name oJF 
verfe V s^nd rhymers in abundance daily crowd the 
prefs ; but a true poet is a kind of prodigy in this* 
age, and hard it is to meet with one that anfwers^ 
the defcription Dryden gives of Perjius : 

Not fierce^ but awful y> in his manfypage v 
Bold is hiyjirength^ but fober is his rage. 

It is certainly a very great misfortune, both^ 
to themfelves and to the world, when people mi-: 
ftake their own talents fo far as to be continually 
fi:ribbiing poetry without any manner of genius 
for it ; yet thefe are infinitely more worthy of 
forgivenefs, than thofe who endeavour to put ofF 
their own bafe metal for the real bullion of the 
greateft authors of antiquity. 

It is not becaufe a man underftands Greefl^ 
that he is able to do juftice to Hejiody nor will 
being perfedly well verfed in the Latin qualify 
him to give us Horace or Hrgily fuch as they' 
are in their originals. 

It is one thing to know the words of an au«» 
thor, and another to enter into his fpirit : — he 
alone vrfao can write like Horace is fit to tranflate 
bim. 

I AM afraid I (hall have little quarter from the 

G 4, pjoetSf 
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poets, for giving my judgoient with fo much 
freedom ; but the truth is fo very evident to 
every body but themfelveS) that I think it wiU 
be much the beft policy in them to be filent on 
the occafioo* 

I HAVB dooe with them, however ;> but, as I 
am on the fubjeft of good and had tajie^ could not 
avoid giving a caution which is fo neceiTary, in. 
order to improve the ont^ and. hinder the growthr 
of the^/^/r. 

Next to hiftory, I prefer thofe accounts 
which are to be depended on of voyages and tra- 
' vels ; — the wonders related by thofe who plough 
the deep, and get their bread upon the great wa« 
ters, are not only extremely pleafmg, but alfe 
raife in us the moft lively ideas of the power and 
goodnels of Divine Frovideoce.. 

Beside 8t a fenfe of gratitude,' methinks,. 
ihould influence us to intereft ourfelves in the 
fafety and welfare of the gallant failor$, in what-^ 
ever capacity employed ; whether inihips of war^ 
or in thofe of commerce, we cannot difown the: 
obligations we have to them above all other occu- 
pations whatever*. 

To the royal navy we are Indebted for the 
prefervation of every thing the world calls dear j. 
-^ they are the bulwark of our laws, our liber- 
ties, our religion , our eftates, and very lives : — 
fay^tl^em we fleep (ecurety, undreading all incur- 
fions and foreign depredations : — to them Bri'^ 
tannia owes her empire over the feas,. andy with 
her awful trid«nt, commands the homage of he£ 
proudeft neighbours.. 

To, 
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' To the induftrious merchantmen we owe 
every delight that peace and- plenty bring : — our 
ifland, though ftored with necefliries for the fup- 
port of life, bo^fts of no delicacy within itfelf, to 
render that life agreeable. ■ The very fruits, 
which now grow in our orchards, are not origi- 
nally our own, but have been gradually imported 
from foreign climates, and by the gardener's art 
naturalized, as it were, to ours ; nor will our 
fan and foil affift his labour fo far as yet to en- 
rich us with thofe lufcious juices which' thft" 
citron, the pomegranate, the orange, the lemony 
and many other exotic fruits aflFord. How covild 
the nice and diftinguifhing appetite fupply the' 
deficiency of tea, cofFee,. cho.colate, fago, fpice^ 
oils, and wines?' Ahd what an indifferent appear- 
ance would both our perfons and houfes make;' 
without thofe ornaments of drefe and furniture, 
with which we are fupplied from Chitia, Perjih^. 
Rujfia^ France ^ Holland ^ zhd Br uji/s? • * 

In fine, all our pleafurcs, all our cUgancies; 
flow from foreign parts, and are wafted to us by 
the hardy failor, who ventures his life, endurej 
the extremes of both the zones, and dares the 
fury of the winds and waves, to gratify our each^ 
luxuriant wiih. 

. The Idaft we can do^ therefore, is to com-^ 
mifbrate their fufFerings, and rejoice in their ef- 
capes from thofe imminent dangers with which 
they are continually furrounded, even in thofe* 
voyages which have the moft profperous ev^tiit,: :■,. 

Books of travels alfo are very beneficial to 
the underftanding, and enable us to relifh and 
retain hiftory the better, as they give us a great 
mfight into geography, and render us acquainted' 

G 5 w*Uj' 
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with the places where tbofe events happened we. 
read of in the other. 

MOTTRJT is extremely accurate in his de- 
fcriptions, and there is fcarce any place of note, 
either in Europe^ Afia^ or great part of Africa^ 
but what one may fancy one's felf in, in readings 
him. 

MOUNT FAUCONls yet more particular, and^. 
defcends even to give us a view of all the curio- 
fities, whether of art or nature, that were to 
be found in all thofe parts, through which he had . 
.paffed, 

I WOULD not be thought to mention tht» 
works of thefe gentlemen with a defign to depre^ 
ciate thofe of others, — - Darnpure^ the pere dus 
HaUe^ Jklijpn^ Le Brunf^ Taverniery Sir Johtt'^ 
Chardin^ and a great many more, may have their- 
equal merit ; but dien the accounts they give are 
mofl of them very concife, or of fuch parts, of/ 
the world as are not fo interefting to an ordinary 
reader } but thofe of them which afford leaft 
pleafure, are yet all of them very exact in their,, 
geography, and therefore ahfwer one very im^. 
portant end. 

There are yet fome other books I would: 
fain take upon me to recommend ; ^but our noble 
widow tells me fhe fears I have been already too 
ample in my detail, and that the crowd of authors . 
I have mentioned will be apt to fright fome.. 
ladies from taking up any of them. 

I COULD wifh to have a better opinion of my ^ 
Ic^, but muft yield to the fuperior judgment of • 
that lady. If then this ihould happen to be the 

cs^e, 
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oi(e». I will venture to name one more, as the 
fiimmary of them all, which is Bailey* % DiSfio* 
nsary^ and is, indeed, alibraiy of itfelf ; fince there 
flever was place, perfon, nor aSion, of any note, 
fipom the creation down to the time of its being 
publifhed, but what it gives a general account of. 
— ^Xhofe who read only this cannot be called ig« 
norant, and if they haire a curiofity for knowing 
greater particulars of any tranfaftion, they may 
;rf^cerwards have recourfe to other more circum-- 
ftantial records. 

TTHfisr are the chief methods by which we 
may attain that amiable quality, in which are 
comprehended all other good qualities and accom- 
l^ifhments; for when we have a ipcrfed' good 
tafle in effentiais^ we cannot be without it in • 
things of a more trifling nature, -r- The know- 
kdge of nature, of the world, and of ourfelvcs, 
will enable us to judge of all around u?. — Even 
the furniture of our houfes, our equipages, our^ 
apparel, will have an exa£t propriety, without our^ 
taking any pains to render them' To; and it wiff 
be next to an impoffibility for us to chufe any 
thing that is not becoming, either of our age, our 
fliation, or our circumftances, in any refpei^' 
whatever. 

Oun actions will be endearing, our "behaviour 
engaging, to all* who are witnefles of it j and our 
very pleafures have a decent gallantry in them, ^ 
no lefs ' wordiy imitation than our ferious avoca^ 
tions. 

Vain as we are apt' to be of our perfonal per- 
fedions, would it not be a more laudable pride 
to render thofc of the mind fa confpicuous, that ' 
beauty^ .in the moft lovely amcMig uSj (houlc^' 
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claim but the fecond place in the admiration of 
the men $ as the late incomparable Mr. Addifan 
makes bis ^uba fays of Marcia. 

'Tts not a fit offiaturiSy or coTopklfion^ 
The tin^ur/ ofajkin^ that 1 admire: 
. Beauty foon grow^ familiar to the lover ^ 
Fades %n his eye^ and palls upon thefenfe, 
TThe virtuous Marcia tours above herjex. : 
^rut^Jhe is fair 'y — ob^ how divinely fair j 
But then the lovely maid improves her charms. 
With inward greatnefs^ unaffected wifdom^ 
Andfan^ity of manners. -^ Czto^ s foul. 
Shines out in every thing Jhe a^Sj or [peaks ^ 
While winning mildnefs^ and attra^ive fmles^ 
Dwell in her looks ^ and^ with becoming grace y 
Soften the rigour of her father's virtue. , 

In fine, a good tafle gives a grace to every, 
thing, and difplays itfelf even in the leaft word, 
or look, or motion \ and, as it is. not out of th^ 
reach of any one of a tolerable underftanding, I 
Vould have. every one attempt to acquire it. 

I DOUBT not but a great many of my readers^ 
will fay to themfelves, v^hat need of this injunC'* 
tion ? the Female Spectator may be affured there, 
are none fo ftupid as not to be ambitious of a 
qualificatioo To defuable*. 

To this I am ready to agree, but then they. 
take, for the moll part, fieps quite contrary to 
thofe that vvould lead them to the pofTeffion of 
their wiflu ; as a late noble lord juftly faid, 

The world's a wood^ where mojl mijtake their 

way^ 
Tho' by a different path each goes ajlray. 

A Letter 
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.^ A LETTER has been left for us at the pub«> 
liiher's from Mrs. Sarah OldfaJhioHy the firft cor-, 
refpond^jnt the Femak Speifator was favoured, 
with ; but we do not think proper to infert it,, 
becaufe the contents can be of no manner of fer-- 
vice to the public. 

She reproaches me bitterly for the advice I gave, 
her to fend Mifs Biddy into the country, where flie 
fdl paffionately in love with the groom, of a neigh-, 
bouring gentleman, and has privately married him^ 
— To this I think myfelf obliged to anfwer, that 
(he has not followed my advice, but her own. — ^ 
Whoever will give themfelves the trouble to turn, 
back, to the. fifth hook of the Female Spe£fator^ 
will find 1 was totally averfe. to her fending the, 
young lady into a pja.ce^ where (he could, meet with 
no diverfions to compenfate for the want of thofe 
ihe left behind. ■ The good old gentlewoman 

confeiTes alfo, that, Inftead of ordering (he &ould 
be indulged in all thofe innocent fports a r^iral life^ 
affords, (he gave a ftrift charge to theferfpn.who 
had the care^ of her, to keep her-, continually at. 
work, and threatned herfelf with very fevere pur- 
niOiments, if ihe did not embroider the hanging 
of a very large drawing-room before the fiunmer 
was elapfed. 

This was. taking a. very itnproper method, irir 
deed, to make her forget the dear delights of Ra-^ 
nelagh^ and the fine things which doubUefs were 
fkid to her, not only there but in all other publiic, 
places* 

Nor can I by any means approve of compel? 
ling young ladies of fortune to make fo much ufe 
of the. needle, as they did. in former days, and 
Come few. continue, to do ; .-« ther^ are enough 

whoie 



15^ 7J* F E Sr A L E Book 15. 

f 

V9hok ncccffities oblige them to live wholly by- 
it ; and it is a kind of robbery to thofe unhappjF* 
perfons to, do that ourfelvcs which is their whole 
fupport. — — In my opinion, a lady of condition 
fliould learn juft as much of cookery and of 
work, as to know when (he i» impofed tip(»i by 
thofe (he employs, on both thofe neeeflary oqca- 
fions, but no more : — to pafs too much of her 
time in them, may acquire her the reputation of . 
a. notable boufe-wife^ but not of a woman offine- 
tafley or any way qualify her for polite convet- 
fation^orof entertaining^ herfelf agreeably when^ 
aloiie. * 

It always- makes me fmilc, when I hear th^ 
mother of fcveral fine daughters cry, — / always^ 
keep my girls at their needle. — One, perhaps, is - 
working her a gown, another a quilt for a bed^ . 
and a third engaged to make a whole dozen of • 
ftirts for her father : — ^ And then, when (he has* 
canied you into the nurfery, and (hewn you them^ 
all, add. If is gfisdto keep them out of idUnefs \ , 
when young people have nothing todo^ they naturally - 
mjb to dofomething they ought not* 

hL% this is very true j but then* there are cer* 
tain avocations to take up the mind, which are of 
a itaore pleaiing as we}l as more improving kind : 
— fuch as thofe I mentioned, and will appeal to- 
any young. Jadv, under the abovementioned con- 
finement, if me had not rather apply to reading, 
and philofophjj than to threading of needles. 

. It is not enough, that we are cautious in train<- 
ing up youth in the principles of virtue and mo* 
rality, and that we intirely debar them from thofe 
dangerous diverfions in fafliion, and which have 
been the ruin of fo many, in order to make Aem 

rem^nbcr 
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remember that cducation^we have given them, and^ 
to conduft themfclves according to it when they 
come to be their own managers;, we fliould en-- 
deavour to make them Viife^ and alfo to render 
virtue fo plcafingto them, that they could not de- 
viate from it in the leaft. degree,. without the ut-c- 
moft j-epugnance. 

Children^ liTte tender oziers^ take the how ; 
Andj as theyfirft are faJhtoiC d^ always grow^. 

li* is not encouraging the natural haughtinefs^ 
of a young and beautiful girl, and flattenns her. 
with the opinion that {he deferves every tning,. 
and may command every things that will ftem the - 
torrent of inclination, if it once fixes on, a man 
beneath and unworthy of her ; but infpiring her - 
with thofe juft notions^ which will* prevent her 
from giving way at ficft to any inclinations unbe- 
fitting her rank, and ftation of life : ^— in fiiie, it isN 
cultivating her genius, improving her underftand- - 
ing, finding fuch employments for her as will rec- ^ 
tily her mind, and bring her to that good tajie^ 
which will not' fuffei- her to approve of, or be j 
pleafed with any thing that is indecent or unbe- 
coming, even in the moft minute, much lefs in \ 
any important thing.. 

On this occafion, a letter lately come to our 
hands, claims. a place: — not that the matter it 
contains is of any great moment, any farther than -■ 
it proves, that in the moft trifling things one can < 
poi&bly imagine, a good ox had tajle may be dif- 
covered :— we (hall therefore for that, reafon pre- 
feot our readers with it. 
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7o the Female Spectator, 

Dear Female Moralizsr^ 

< VT'OU have not a reader in the world more 
' J- inclined to wifli you well than myfelf ; yet 

< I muft tell you, that I am a little angry with you^ 
^ and fo are feveral others of my acquaintance, 
*' thatyou confine all your fatire to our feXy. wiih- 
^ out giving one fling at the men, who, I am Aire, 

* deferve it as much to the full,, if not more than 

* wc dot 

* I DEFY the moff ftrid examiner to find anyi 
' one folly in us, that they do not abound with io. 

* an equal degree. — If we have our milliners,. 

< mantua-makers, and tire-women to take up our 

* time, have they not their taylors, barbers, aye». 

* and their facemenders too, to engrofs as much 

* of theirs ? — Are there not as many implemetttS: 

* on the toilet of a beau,, as there can be on one. 

* of the greateft coquet among us ? — Docs he. 

< not take the fame pain<; to attract, and is as much. 

< fond and proud of admiration j *- Are not the 

* men in general aflFefted with every new mode,. 

< and do they not purfue it with equal eagernefs ? 
^ — Are there any of the faihionable diverfions^, 

* (call them as abfurd as you will) that they do 
•not lead. into by their example ? — If weenb& 
' a little of the rufticity of a country-maid in our 

* walk affd motions, do not they fboulder into* 

* all public places with the air and mien of a 

* German-Muffar ? — If we fometimes p.ut on the 

* romp, I am fure they a£t the ^zxVqI 2^ SjiJJ^an* 
*^ to the life. 

* I WILL tell you how Iwas ferved the other 
•day in the Mall.; — there were five of us per- 

•feaiy 
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^ fcfily well dreffed ; for my part, I had a new 

* fuh of cloaths on I bad never wore before, and 

* every body fays is the fweeteft fancied thing in 

* the world : — to fpeak truth, we took up the 

* whole breadth of the walk 5 unfortunately for 
' * me, I happened to be on the one fide, when a 

••. creature, who I afterwards heard was a Dettin* 

* ^^» hero, came hurrying along, with a fword as 

* long as himfelf, hanging dangling at his knee, 

* and pufliing roughly by me, his ugly weapon 

* hitched in the pinked trimming of my petticoat, 

* aiid tore it in the moft rueful manaer imani- 

* able. 

* I AM fo happy as not to be enough concernedi 

* for any of that fex, to give myfelf any fort of 
*• pain, how riJiculous foever they make them - 
^ felves : — I only laughed at the KhevenhulUr 
^ cock of the hat, fo much thefafhion a little time' 
^ ago, and the fierce arm-a-kembaair in a fellovr 
^ that would run away at the fight of a pop-guit. 
^A% the poet fays, 

a 

Ml thife things mov*d not me^ 

« But aa my whofe fcx, and mvfelf \tt partr- 
*• cular, have been aggrieved* by (words of thi^ 

* enormous fise, and the* manner in which they 
*--are worn, I could not help communicating- my 

* thoughts to you on the occafion, which 1 beg 

* you will not fail to infert in your next publica- 
*' tioa. 

^ If you are really as Impartial as you would 

* be thought, you will add fomething of your' 
< own> to make the men afliamed of appearing in 
*- a country which,, thank Heaven^ is at prefent* 

• at 
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* at peace within itfelf, as if they were iii^a field* 
^ of battle, juft going upon an engs^gement. 

' * 

< A TOUCH alfo^ upon fome other of their fol* i 
** h'es and affedbitiond^ I am very confident, will ^ 

* be extremely agreeable to all your female r«a- 

* ders, and in a particular manner oblige her wfaa 



^13, 



* fflth the gnatifi good will^. 
Madam, 

Pall-Mall, * ^o^r humhli^ andf 

.May 3o> ^754- * Mofi obedient fervantr 

* LfUCOTHEAt 

« P.S. J.UST as I had finifhed' the above^ a* 
^young.lady came to vifit me, and on my £hew' 
^ ing bei[ what I had wrote to you, deilred i would" 
*■ bint foi)[iething about the men loitering a way fo- 
^ many Hours at coffee- houfe windows, merely to- 
^ make their obfervations, and ridicnte eyery one- 
^ who pailes by y but as this fubjedi is too copiou»^ 
^ for a poftfcript, and I am too laasy to begin my 
^ letter anew, if you beftow a few pagea on the 
^ folly of fiich a behaviour, it will add to the fe* 
**vqur of giving, this ^ place; —^ Adieu fpr this' 
< time, good female Sf^eSi^or ; if any thing-woivth 
<*your acceptance falls m my way hereafter^ yoip 
*~may depend oa. hearing, fromme.- 

I own myfelf under an obligation to the good^ 
wiflies of this correfpondent ; but muft take, the 
liberty to fay (he is guilty of fpme injuftice in her 
accuution: — vanity, affectation, and all errors^ 
of that nature, are infinitely lefs excufeable in 
tlie^men^anin the WQmeo, as they have fo moch 

greater- 
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greater opportunities than we have of knowing; 
better. 

If therefore I hav^ direded nvy advice in a pe- 
culiar manneK to tbofe of my own fex, it pro* 
ceeded from two reafbns. Firft, becaufe, as 1 am» 
a woniian, I an^ more intcrefted in their happi* 
nefs I and fecondly, I had not a fu£Bcient idea of 
my own capacity to imagine, that any thing of- 
fered by a FemaU Cenfor would have fo much, 
weight with the men 2A is requifite to make that 
change in their conduct and ceconomy, which, I 
cannot help acknowledging, *a great many of then^ 
ftand in too much need of. 

As to the gfievafic^ (he compkins of, it is a 
common obfervatioh,. that in time of war the very 
boys ia the ftreet get on grenadier caps, hang; 
wooden fwords by their fides, and form themfelvet* 
iQto little battalio's : -r why then ihould flie bo 
iiirprized that boys of more years, but not older 
in their underilanding, fliould affe£L to look like* 
warriors for the queen of Hnngary^ and equtf>- 
themfelves as much as poffible after the mode of; 
thofe who fight the battles of thatiamous Germafi* 
heroine ! 

Many have already had a campaign in her 
fervice, apd poflibly it is in the ambition of others^ 
to do fo, if the war continues, as in all likelihood, 
it will, and they are now but praflifrng the firfi: 
rudiments of fiercenefs,; as thecurtfy preceeds the: 
dance« 

On£ of the difiinguifliing marks of a hadtafitf 
in either fex, is the affedation of any virtue with- 
out the attempt to pradife it ; for it .(hews that* 
we regard only what we are thought to bt^ not. 

what: 
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what wc really are* — A rough boifterous air is 
no more a proof of courage in a man, than a de* 
mure^ prim look is of modefty in a woman. 

These long fwords, which gave fo much of- 
fence to Leucothea^ might be, perhaps, of great 
fervice at the late battle of Fontenoyy becaufe each 
would ferve his mafter for a crutch upon occa- 
fion i but here, at London^ in my opinion, and 
according to my notion of drefe, they are not 
only troublefome to others, but extremely unbe- 
coming, becaufe unneceilary to thofe that wear 
them. 

I BELIEVE, however, that if the ladies would 
jetrench a yard or two of their extended hoops 
they now wear, they would be much lefs liable, 
not only to the inconveniences mycorrefpondent 
sientioDS, but alfo to many other embaraffinents 
one frequently fees them in when walking d!« 
ftreets. 

How often do the angular corners of fuch im« 
menfe machines, as we fometimes fee, tho' held 
up almoft to the arm- pit, catch hold of thofe little 
poles that fupport the numerous ftalls with whicb 
this populous city abounds, and throw down, or 
at leaft indanger the whole fabric, to the great 
damage of the fruiterer, fifiimonger, comb awl 
buckle-iellers, and others of thofe (mall chapmen. 

-. Many very ugly accidents of this kind hare 
lately happened, but I was an eye-witncfs from 
my window of one, which may ferve as a warn- 
ing to my fex, either to take chair or coach, or to 
leave their enormous hoops at home, whenever 
they have occafion to go out on a Monday er 
Fridayi efpeci^ly in the morning- 

It 
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It was on one of the former of thpfe unhappy 
days, that a young creature > who, I dare anfwer, 
had no occafion to leave any one at home to look 
after her beft cloaths, came tripping by with one 
of thofe mifchief-making hoops, which fpread it- ^ 
felf from the fteps of my door quite to the pofts 
placed to keep off the coaches and carts ; a large 
flock of iheep were that moment driving to the 
{laughter- houfe, and an old ram, who was the 
foremqft, being put out of his way by fome acci- 
dent, ran full butt into the foot- way, where his 
hc^ns were immediately intangled in the hoop of 
this £ne lady, as {he was holding it up on one 
fide, as the genteel faihion is, and indeed the make 
of it requires : — in her fright (he let it fall down; 
which ftill the more incumbered him, as it fix'd 
upon his neck ; — ihe attempted to run, he to 
difengage himfelf, — which neither being able to 
do, fhe (hriek*d, he baa'd, the reft of the fheep 
eccho'd the cry, and the dog, who followed the 
flock, bark'd, fo that all together made a moft 
hideous found : — down fell the lady, unable to 
fuftain the forcible efforts the ram made to obtain 
his liberty ; — a crowd of mod, who were ga* 
ther'd in an inftant, fhouted ; — at laft the dri- 
ver, who was at a good diftance behind, came 
up, and affifted in fetting free hisbeaft, and raifing 
the lady ; but never was finery fo demolifh'd. — 
The late rains had made the place fo exceffive 
dirty, that her gown and petticoat, which before 
were yellow, the colour fo rever'd in Hanover^ 
and fo much the mode in England at prefent, 
were now moft barbaroufly painted with a filthy 
trown ; her gaufe cap, half over her head in the 
feu file, and her iete '4^ mouton hanging down on 
one fhoulder. The rude populace, inftead of 
pi^yii^gy infulted her misfortune, and continued 

their 
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thetr (bouts till (he got into a chair and was quite 
out of fight. 

These arc incidents which, I confefs, are be- 
neath the dignity of a Female Spe&ator to take 
notice of; but I was led into it by the complaint 
of LeucQthea^ and the earneftnefs (he dilcovers t6 
have her letter inferted. 

It is not, however, improper to (hew how 
even in fuch a trivial thing as drefs, a gocd or hai 
tafte may be difcem'd, and into what flrange ia- 
conveniences we are liable to fail by the latter. 

Of this we may be certain^ that wherever there 
is an impropriety, there is a manifeft want of gcod 
tafte. — If we furvey the works of the Divine 
Source and Origin of all excellence, we (hall find 
them full of an cxaJEt order and harmony, — - no 
joining atoms difturb the motion of each other; 
— every thing above, below, and about us, is re* 
firain'd by a perfed regularity : — let us all then 
endeavour to follow nature as clofely as we can, 
even in things which fcem leail to merit confide- 
ratic!h^ as well as in thofe which are moft al« 
lowed to demand it, and I am very fure We (hall 
be in no danger of incurring the cenfure of the 
world, for having a Uid taji^. 

A GREAT pacquet of letters is juft 'now 
brought us by our publi(her, of which we yet 
have only time to read three. — That from ^«- 
menes deferves fome confideration, and if, on 
weighing more maturely the affair, we can affure 
ourfelves it will not be ofFenfive, it (hall have 
a place in our next, with fome refledlions on the 
natter it contains. 

At 
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As for Piftjiratas inveflive, (wc hope (he will , 
pardon the ex predion) as it is a rule with us never 
to enter into private fcandal, we are furprizM *o 
Und (he could expe<5l to fee a ftory of that kind 
propagated by the Female Spe^ator^ 

AMONIA^s remonftrance claims more of out 
attention, and that lady may afllire herfelf, that a 
|)roper notice will be taken of it, provided thofc 
others, which we yc^ have not had the pleafuie 
of looking over, oblige us not to defer making 
our proper acknowledgments till the enfuing 
jnondi. 

Biid of the Fir TfLEfiTH Book. 
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E I N G returned from that little excur- 
iion we made into the country, it was 
our defign to have.prefcnted our readers 
with what obfervations this dreary fea- 
fon would permit us to make ; but fome letters, 
contain'd in that pacquet mentioned in our laft, 
feem to us of too general fervice to be poftpon'd 
for any fpeculations, notfo immediately tending to 
the redlification of fuch errors, as render thofe 
who might be nioft eafy in private life, miferaWe 
ki themiblves, and troublefome to all about them. 

As therefore hints of this nature are conducive 
to bring about the main end for v^hich tbefe ef- 
iays are publifli'd, our correfpondents may always 
depend, that on the receiving any fuch, whatever 
we had purpofed to fay of ourfelves ihall give 
place» in order for them to appear. 

Thb 
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The firft we (ball infert is on a fubjed, than 
^hich, fcarce any thing occalions more difcourfe 
in the world, or is the caufe of greater diflention 
among private families* 1 

To the ingenhus Authors of the FEMALE 

SPECTATOiJ. 

Ladies, 

' A S it was eafy to perceive from the beginning, 

* " that your works were intended to correft 

* all ill habits, whether natural or acquired, parti- 

* culariy thofe which are a difturbance to fociety, 
« I have been impatient for every new publica- 

* tion of the Female SpeSfat^y in hopes it would 

* touch on the ungenerous and cruel behaviour 

* fome of our fex are guilty of, after they become 
' ftepmothers. 

* Nothing, in my opinion, can be more in- 

< congruous, than for a woman to pretend an af- 
^ fe£^ion for her hufband, y^X treat his children 
^ with all the marks of hatred ; yet this ts fo 

* common a thing, that we fhall fcarce find one, 
' whofe father has made a fecond venture, with- 

* out having reafon for complaint of the fad alte- 

* ration of their fate, even tho* the perfon, who 
' is put in the place of her that bore them, has all 

* thofe qualifications which, in the eye of the 

* world, may juftify the choice made of her. 

* It muft certainly be a mean envy of tb^ 
' dead, or a ridiculous diftrufl of the Jiving, that 

< can make a wife look with an ev^l eye on thofe 
' tokens of tendernefs her huiband beftows on the 

* children he had by a former marriage ; and I 

* am amazed any man who perceives this difpo- 

< fition in hi^ wife, can depend either on her 

5 having 
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* having a-fincere afFe£lion for himfelf, or that 
•* {be will difchargc any part of the duty expeScd 
^ of her to thofe he has put under her -care. 

« 1 Wonder, therefore, any woman can be 
-* fo impolitic as to (hew ill-nature in this ppint, 

* fince if the hufband has one grain of tendernefs 

* to thofe that owe their being to him, he can- 

* not but be extremely offended at it : ■— if diffi- 

* mulation can ever be excufed, it certainly 
'* might in a cfrctrmftance of this kind 5 fince 
.' good ^fage, though not flowing from the heart, 
> would render the perfons who experienced it, 
'• eafy in their fituation. 

* But how fliocking is it for a young crea- 

* ture, accuftom'd to tendernefs, and arrived at 
-* fufficient years to know the value of that ten- 

* derriefs, to be, all at once, obliged to fubmit'to 

* the infolent and morofe behaviour of a perfon, 

* who was an intire ftranger in the family, till 

* * marriage fet her at the head of it ! — A fon, 
'^ indeed, has lefs to apprehend, becaufe the man- 
' ner of his education renders him lefs at home, 

^* and confequently not fo much expofed to the 
^ infults of a barbarous ftep-motherj yet does he 
« often fufFer in the want of many things, by the 
> fly infinuations and mifreprefcntations (he makes 

• of his moft innocent aftbns' to perhaps a too 
*« believing father : but a poor girl, who muft be 

*■ continually under the eye of a perfon, invefted 
« with full power over her, rcfolved to approve 

< of nothing (he does, and takes delight in find- 

* ing fault, is in a condition truly miferable. — 

* * Want of proper encouragement prevents her 
« making the progrefs (he might do in thofe things 

* (he is permitted to be intruded in, and then 

< (he is reproached with ftupidity, and an inca- 

VoL. III. H * pacity 
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^ pacity -of learning and very often, under dus 

^ pretence* all future means of iinpmvement ase 
^ denied her. 

^ Then as <o her dreft ; that is fure to be not 
< only fucb as will be leaft becomttig to hef, but 
f alfo fuch as will fooneft wear out, to give the 
^ artful fiepmoti)er an opportunity of accufii^ 

her of ill houfewifry and flatternefe, 

< It is impoilible <o enumerate the various 
(Iratagems put in practice to render a youflg 
creature unhsypy : — firft, Ihe is^reprefented as 
unworthy of regard, and ten to one but aftev^- 
wards made io in reality from her very natufc 
being pcrv€;rted bj ill uiagp. 

^ But this is a <:ircun^ance, which, 1 daie 
fay, ladies^ you tannot but have frequently oh- 
ferved, mpch more than I can pretend to do, 
tho' you have not yet thought fit to make ai^ 
mention of it. — It is not, however, unbe- 
coming your coniideration, as it is (o great a 
grievance in private life, and is fometimes al» 
tended with the worfl confequences jthat cas 
poi&bly happen in familieau 

* How many yxnmg ladies, merely to avoid (be 
fever ity and arrogance of their mothers-in-law* 
haye thrown themfelves into the arms of noea 
whole addrefles they would otherwife have <ie- 
fplfed $ and afterwards, finding they had but ei^ 
/changed one flavery for another, either broke 
through the chain by the moil unwarrantable 
means, or pined themfelves almoft to death 
ixni^x .thp weight of iU 

* Pthew 
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"^ Oth£R6 again, who have had a greater ihzrt 
** of fpirit and refolution, or, perhaps, were fd 

* happy as not to be tempted With any offers of 
^ delivery from their prefeiit thraldom to go into 

* a worfe, have thought themfelves i^ot oblig'd to 
^ bear any ihfult« from a perfon whom oniy a 

* Wind partiality had (et over them i — i- thefe, pc- 

* turning every affront given them, and comba^ 
^ ting the authority they refufe to acknowledge^ 

* 'have arm'd the tongues of all their kindred^ oH 

* the mother's fide at leaft, with the iharpeft in- 

* vedives ; — the hmtiy has been divided, — at 

* enmity with each otho^ sttid the houfe becom< 

* a perfedl BabeL 

* I WAS once an cye-witnefs of aft example of 
this kind^ where I went to pa6 the fummer at 
the country*>reat of & gentleman, whofe familyy 
till his fecond marriage, was all harmony and 
concord ; bat foon after became the fcene ot 
confufion and diftradion) through the averliozl 
bis wife immediately conceited agaiitft his chil- 
dren, who being pretty well grown up, repaid 
in kind every indignity (be treated them with ; 
—-this, on her complaining of it^ highly in« 
cenfed the father ; he reproved them with th^ 
mmoft feverity, which yet not fatisfying th^ 
pride of his new choice, (he converted her lad 
endearments into reproaches, no left fevere on 
• him than them. — The young family had the 
good- will and affection of all the neighbouring 
gentry, who failcfd not to rcmonftratc to, him 
the injuftice of their ftepmothef. — Blind ai 
his pai]ion firft had rendered him, he began al{ 
laft to be convinced, and fain would have ex* 
crtcd the power of a hulband, to bring her to 
more reafon j but he foon found fhe had too 

Jl If * muck 
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much been accuftom'd to command, to be eafily 
brtiught to obey : -^ £he turn'd a kind of fury, 
and made loud complaints to all her relations, 
who efpoufing her caufe againft him and his 
children, thuere enfued fuchacivil war of words, 
that all diAnterefted perfons, and who loved 
peace, avoided -the houfe. — I, for my part, 
left it much fo&ner than I intended, as I found 
there was no poiBbilicy of being barely civil to 
one party I without incurring the refentment of 
the other; and indeed being expofed to fuch 
marks of it, as I did not think myfelf under 
^ny obligation to b^ar, * 

^ 1 HAVE fince heard moft difmal accounts 
horn that quarter : -^ the eldeft fon, who bad 
a fmall etiate left him by his grandmother, in- 
dependent of his father, retir'd to it ; and falling 
into mean company > ^ was drawn in to marry a 
girl very much ben^th him^ and of no good 
charade^ jas to her conducEi : <«— the fecond, no 
more labfe' to- endar6 the perpetual jars at home 
than bis brothier^had %eta^ ^pame to- London^ 
where he was [Jerfu^ded tp go into the army^ 
and fell, with niany other brave men, at the 
fatal battle of Fontenoy. «-— One of the daughters 
threw herfclf away on a fellow that belong'd to 
a company of drolling players ; another married 
a map of neither fortune nor abilities to acquire 
any ; and a third, of a difpofition yet more gay, 
indulged herfdf, by way of relaxation from the 
domeAic perfecutibn, in going fo oft«n to an 
afiembly held at a neighbouring town, that (he 
was feduced by a young nobleman to quit the 
country before the family did fo, and come up 
to l^ondon with him, where fhe foon prov'd with 
(;hii(i; wa? ^fperwartis abandoTi'^i b^ him, and 
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* in that dreadful conditioiiy aftiam'd and fearful 

* to have any recourfe to her farher or frtendsV 

* enter'd herfelf for br^d into ot\^ of thofe houfeaf 

* which are the (hops of beauty, and was let out 

* for hire to the beft bidder. 

« So many misfortunes ha-J^pening, one on the 

* ba^ck of another, in his family, has alniuft broke 

* the heart of the old gentleman, which are the 

* more fcvere to him, as his wife lays the f^ult 

* of them entirely on his having formerly ufed his 

* children with too much lenity, and he is now 

* thoroughly convinced, that the mifcarriagea 

* they have been guilty of are wholly owing to 

* the cruelty of her behaviour which drove tbeni 

* from his houfe and protectioxi. 

♦ Dear ladies, be fo good to infert this in 
your next publication, and as I a,m certain you 
cannot be without a great number of inilances 
of the like nature, if you would pleafe to add 
fome few of them by way of corroborating the 
truth of this, and fettiug forth the ill efFecb of 
ufing unkindly the children of a hufband by a 
former marriage, I am of opinion it would be 
of great fervice towards remedying this general 
complaint* / 

* I DO aflfure you, I have been inftigated to 
trouble you with the above, by no other mo- 
tive than my good wiflies for the prefervationt 
of peace and unity in families ; and the fame, I 
doubt not, will have an efFefl; on yourfelves, 
and influence you to draw your pen in defence 
of thofe who ftand in need of fuch an advo- 
cate againft the barbarity of Aepmothers ; in 

H 3' < ivhich 
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* which confidence,. I takfi the liberty to fuh* 
^ fciibe myfietf, 

' Imt 172/? humble J and 

Jura i6, 1745. * Phuenia^ 

* P. S. Ladies, the hardfhips I have men- 

tion'd are ftill more qruel^ u4ien cxercifed oa 

infants, who are incapable of making any fort 

of defence for thcmrelves ; and that ftepmothe? 

who makes an ill ufe of her power over fuch 

helplefs innocence, ought, methinks, tobeob- 

9oxious to the world, and (hunn'd like a fcr- 

pent, by all* thofc of her own iexj^ who arc of a» 

dtflerent difpofition, till afliaoi'd of what Die 

has done, fife repairs the paft by future kind<% 

nefs : — but I ftntter myfelf you will not leave 

thi^ point untouched, and it would be felly ta 

anticipate aiyy meaning you are fo infinitely 

more capable of expreffing in terms proper to. 

rcgch the foul. — Adieu, therefore,. good ladies^ 

pardon this, additional intrufioo, axui believe me 

as above, 

np-'s * Sinctrdj y^urs^ &c. &c/ 

It is impoflible to qonverfe^ or indeed to live 
at all in the worlds without beings fenfible of the 
truth PhiUnia has advanced ; and every one muft 
pwo, with her» that there cannot be a. more mc^ 
IfinchQly circumftance, than what (he (b pathe* 
^ca}Iy defcribcs. — » Every tongue is^ fiill. of the- 
barbarity of flcpmothers ; nor is there any ad of 
cruelty more uni¥.eriaUy coademo'd. by the worid». 
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or vrhich doubtlds is more deteftabl&in the ftghtr 
of Heaven, than that we fometimes fee pradlifed 
on children, by thofe womea whofe duty it is tcy 
nurture and protefi theou 

Ye t ou^t we not to ihtnk that al! ftepmo-^ 
tfiers are bad becaufe many have been fo ; nor 
fiifFcr ourfelves to be prejudiced by a name with- 
out fartlier examination : I am very certain, it isr 
nnpoiShle for a woman of real fenfe and virtue ii> 
other things, to be guilty of a failure in this : — I 
«lo not fay (he will feel all that warmth of aflec* 
tion for her hufband's children, by another wife,, 
as the lieould do for thofe born of berfelf s but (he 
will z& by them in the fame manner, and if there 
Ihould be any deficiency in the tendernefs (he ha»^ 
for them, it will be made up with a double por« 
•ioB of csLse over them. -— Conftious of the ap^ 

Erehenfions they may be under on her fcore, and) 
ov liable to fufpicion is the character (he bears, 
ftie will be induftrious to remove both the one 
and the other, and behave in fuch a manner, as to 
fliake them, and the world perceive no difference 
between dieir wav of life under dieir natural m^ 
ther^ or their mother-in-law. 

Thu» far predence and good^nature wilLgoi^ 
but where tiiere is an extraordinary tendern^^pbr 
what we call the paffion of love for the hefKband, 
It will carry a woman yet greater lengths towards 
his childrefi ; the being hh will endear them to 
her, the fame as if flie bad an equal part in them 
herfelf $ -— (he will have all the fondnefs as welL 
as^tbe care of a mother for them, and do that by 
inclination which flie is bound to do by duty. 

How happy muft a man think hrmfelf when li$: 
finds fuch a proof of affeSion in the woman he 

il 4 has^ 
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bas made choice ef ! — Such inftances are^ how* 
ever, very rarely to be met with^. and both huC- 
hand and children ought to be cctfitent, when a 
ftepmothcr a^s in every thing like a- rngthcr^- 
and not too fcrutinoufly enquire into her heart 
for the fazimentj of otie. 

But there is one misfortune which frequently- 
deltroys the union that ought to fubfift between 
perfons thus allied j — which^ is this: — childreni^ 
by a former venture, are too apt to fufpeS the fm- 
cerity of any good oflSce they receive from a mo- 
ther-in- Jaw i an^} this unhappy delicacy being for 
the moft part heightened- by the foolifli pity of 
their acquaintance, makes them receive with cold^* 
nefs all the tefti monies {he gives them of her love^ 
— - This occafions a diflatisfadlion in her : — if 
they in their hearts accufe her of hypocrify, her'a 
reproaches them wi^h ingratitude ; — : a mutual 
diiconteut grows up on both fides, which at length 
djicovprs itfelfia piquant wo£d3 andlitUe farcafms :. 
-r- tbefc, by frequent repetitions, become fharpet 
and {harper, till they end in an open and avowed 
qu;^rcl, and involve the whole ^mily in confu^ 
iion. 

Prejudice and pr^pofieffion mlfconftrue 
every thing, and while they remain, it is an im- 
poiEbility for the heft- meant actions to be well 
received ;. and I am of opinion^ that if we ftridly 
examine into the origin of moft of thcfe family-* 
diflentions, wefhall find them, lu reality derived 
from no other foucce. 

Children are apt,^ on the firft mention of 
the father's marrying again, to conceive a hatred 
for the perfon intended for his wife : — they run 
over, in their minds all the poflible difad vantages 

fhc: 
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flie may oecafion to theifi, and then f jethemfelves 
in a belief, that the worft they can imagine, wllV 
certainly befal them. 

The woman, on the other handj thinking if 
natural for them to be difplcafed with the power 
about to be given her over them, afliires herfelf 
that they are fo, concludes all the refpeft they 
treat -her with is forced, and returns it too often- 
cither with a hayghty fullennefs, or fuch an in- 
difference as makes them fee ihey are fufpedied' 
by her : — both parties being thus prepared for 
ai)imo(ity, they no fooner come together than the 
flame breaks out. As doctor Gar^h juftly ob-^ 
ferves, 

Dijfentions^ like fmalt Jir earns ^ atfirji hegun^ 
Scarce jeen they rife^ but gather as they run :' 
So lines that from their parallel decline^ 
More 4hey advame^ thf more they JiUl disjoin. 

In fine, thefe forts of conjunftions can never 
be rendered happy, without all the parries con- 
cerned in them are endued with a greater (hare of 
good-fenfe and good-nature than is ordinarily to 
be found ; for if any one of them happens to be re- 
pugnant, the peace of the other will infallibly be 
deftroyed, and contention fpread itfelf by degrees 
lArovgh^the whole family. 

For this reafon, I muft confefs, I never coulA 
approve of fecond marriages^ where there are-chil- 
dren by the firft, nor think any of the various prei 
fences made by thofe who enter into them, of 
fufHcient weight to- overbalance the almoft fure 
defbuiStion of theif peace of mind, if not, as is' 
but too frequently the cafe, that &lfo <5f- their- for^ 
tune and reputation in the world. 

H 5 But 



. But all the in€0nveniendes above recited, arcr 
kifinitely aggravated, when the ftepmother ha[fc> 
pens to bring a new race into the worJd, to daioa 
an equal (hare of the father's care and fondnefs :: 
-<— aU the kindred of the.firft,.and prefent wife^. 
then intereft themfelves in the caufe of thofe of 
tfaeir own blood, andare j<palou& of every tbiogr: 
he does for the othersv How equally foever he: 
aaay behave himfelf between them^ he will.be fiillr 
accufed of partiality by both part iesi^and the. worlds 
will always look on the childl^en of the deceafed^' 
as objects of compaifion, and condemn every ittr 
dulgence be (hews- to thofe he ha& by. their ftep* 
mother a& fo many- ai3s^of injuftice* 

Thb poor lady, guiky or not guilty,, will yetr 
be treated with more feverity : — flie will be^ 
loaded with every^ thing, that fcandal can invent,^ 
and have fo much to kmr herdifpofkion^ as, if: 
gpod before^^may in timet render her^.ia reality,^ 
whatfbeis faid to be*. 

For my pan,Jtbas-€irenbeenramatter><^ther 
^eateft aftoniibmei>t tame, that any wonun cao^ 
have courage enough r to venture oa becoming a 
mother the firft day of her oiarriage : — it'would^ 
he endlefs^ to repeatthe oi^y impediments in her. 
way to happioefs iii fuch a fodoas and if (he hat 
the good foitune to furoiouat tbea^ iti ought tQ>> 
be recorded as a prodigy* 

I s^T. the geod'.fortune, fdr FtbiAk it eafy t»> 
Ve proved, from every day's ob&ryatioai that the 
moft benigDf afFable^and difiacerefled behaviour- 
en her p^, wUI not have its due reward, either 
with thefe of the family, to whom ihe* is joinedf 
«r from (he charaifler of th« Vforld* . 

I;8Hovxx> 
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I SHOULD be forry, howctcr, to find that any 
thing I have faid Ihould be conftrued into an in- 
ttent to vindicate the barbarity of Aich ftepmo- 
thers» who, by their ungenerous treatment of 
tfiofe committed to their care, draw a general 
cMlium on all women^ who are, under the fame' 
eircumftances. 

' On the contrary, I think, with Phileniay that 
ihey deferve thefevereft ccnfure ; — that there is 
Bot any crime,^ not excepting thofe which incur 
the heavieft pen^ty of the law, can render the 
guilty perfon more hateful both to God and man, 
especially when committed-en helplefs infancy : — 
thofe who are arrived at fufficient years to be kiX" 
fible how little right a flepmother has to ufe them' 
HI, can, and will, as it is natural, exert them^- 
Iblves^ and return the infults they receive ; but for 
thofe little dear innocents, whofe fmiles wouldf 
turn even fury itfelf into mitdnefs, who can only; 
rcftify their want^ by their cries j when they, I 
fay, are injured,^ and injured by the perfon who' 
now lies in their father's bofom, what words caa^ 
paint out the enormity of the fk^ !' 

That (bme fuch flepmother^ there are I ant' 
But too well convinced, and to thefb all admo-^ 
nitions would be vain : — thofe who are neither 
ftndble of the duties of their ftation, nor of what 
religion, nay even common morality exa£b from- 
them, and are divefted of that foftnefi and commi*- 
ftration which ought to be the chara^leriftic of 
Womanhood, will never be moved with any thin^ 
diat can be urged by an exterior monitor. 

But how muchibever a woman is to be coa*i 
demned, who ufes ill the children of her prede- 
oeilbr^ I cannot help being of opinion, that (he who' 

H' 6 puu 



l8o The V EM A L E BocR i'6« 

guts it in the power of a man- to treat her own 
with inhumanity, is yet more fo : — there is fome^ 
thing, which to me feems (hockingly unnatural,, 
iii giving up the dear pledges of a former tender- 
nets, as a kind of facrifice to a fecohd paflion ;. 
and I am furprized iany woman who has children,. 
at leaftfuch as are unprovided^ for, and are not in- 
tirely out of the reach of thofe injuftices it is in 
th&powerof a ft«p-fatber to-infIi(S^,.canentextain^ 
even a thought of fubjeding them in that manner. 

Every one knows a wife is but the fecond. 
perfon in the family : — a hulband is the abfolute 
head of it, can act in every thing as he pleafes,, 
and though it is a great misfortune to lofe either. 
of our parents while ,young, ^nd. unable to take 
care of ourfelves^ yet is the danger much greater,^, 
when the place of a father is filled up by a ftran- 
ger, than it can be under a mother- in-law : — 
Ae reafon is obvious j. — the one can do of him- 
lelf, what the other can only accomplifli by the. 
influence (he has over her hufband« 

1 AM very well aware that thofe of my readers,, 
of both fexes, who have ventured on a fecohd 
marriage, having children- by the firft, will thint 
t'hemfelves too feverely dealt with m what I have 
advanced on this heid. — ^^The rhirror that fets our 
blemiflies before our eyes is feldom pleafing; but 
if thefe remonftrances may be efficacious enough 
to remind any one perfon of his or her parental 
duty, the Female SpeSfator will be abfolved for 
being the inftrument of giving fome little pain to- 
Aofc confcious of having fwerved from it* 

It would be judging with- too much ill-nature 
to imagine, that any parent, who marries a fecond 
time, forefees the bad confequences that may arife 

from 
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from fuch a. venture : •— it often is the very rc*- 
verfe, and-they are made to believe, that in quit- 
ting their fiate of widowhood they fhall do a grea-^ 
ter fexvice to their children^than they could do by 
continuing in it. 

As many feemmg reafons may contribute to 
form fuch an appearance of a change for the bet- 
ter in their condition, as there are different cir- 
cumftances and characters in the world ; there- 
fore, though one may venture to fay, that thougb 
all perfons who marry twice (having children) 
merit compaffion^ yet all are not ^equally to be 
condemned. 

Thb greateft prudence is not always fufficient 
to keep us from being led aftray by thofe illufions* 
which phy before our eyes, and bar the profpeft 
of that path we ought to take >. for thougli, accor^ 
ding to Cowley^ 

*7is our own wifdom moulds our Jiate^ 
Omt faults or virtues make our J ate i 

yet there are faults which we.fometimes are not 
able to avoid ; — we are driven, as it were, by. 
an irrefiftible impulfe, into things which often 
excite our wonder to fee others guilty of, and per- 
ceive not the error in ourfelves, till we feel the 
punifhment of it. 

A. TRULY, tender parent will, however, keep a. 
continual guard, not only on their fenfes, but alfa 
on their ytxy thoughts : — they will repulfe in tha 
beginning, even the lead prelude to an overture 
for a fecond marriage :— they will {hut up all the 
avenues of the foul againft thofe imaginary ad^ 
vantages which may be offered it ; — - they will be. 

blind; 
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Blind and deaf to all the allurements of birth, 
beauty, wit, and fortune, andplace their fole bap- 
pinefs, their fole glory, in being conftant to the 
B)eniory of their nrft love, and the dear remains 
of the deceafed partner of their joys* 

Tf any one fhould take it into their heads to- 
diiapprove what I have faid, by producing fome 
particular inftances of fecond marriages that have 
been fortunate, though there were children* by the 
firft, I (hall only give this reply ; — That a thing: 
heingpoffiblc^ does not infer that it \s probable, — 
It would be, I think, die higheft madnefs to afliire 
ourfelves of being bielTed merely becaufe it is not 
out of the power of fate to make us fo :-— it is ao- 
optnion rooted in me, and confirmed by a long 
and watchful obfervation,^ that there is no ftate* 
of life which in general is^more fuUof confufion.* 
Tlie poet lays. 



Tbiti have been fewer jrimik Mr eenrtUthan itngs*- 

And I will venture to maintain, (with this pro^ 
Ti(b, where there are children hy the firft) that 
there have been ftwcr happy Jec9nd>marriagesthaa^ 
Uaziftgjtars. 

But I (hall now take leave of a ftbjed, feme 
jnay think I have dwelt too long upon, and pre^ 
fent the public with a letter from Eumenes, omit* 
ting only one paragraph, which we flatter our- 
Mves, he will excufe,.ar we feared it might be- 
taken as aimed at a particular lady, whofe nuuiy 
excellent qualities mav very well ferve to fcreeiy 
from refledion one (mall error, efpecially as it 
is of no oianner of prejudice to aav but ber- 
Mf. 
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fo the Femalb Sfscvator. 

Maoam,. 
«^ IF I remember right, yoa laid inone of youn 

* * former eflayst that wV/ was more eafily re- 
•• formed than folly : — nothing certainly can be 
^ more juft ; becaufe in n^atters where confcience 
<*does not intermeddle, we do not pay regard.* 
*^ enough to what the world may fay of us, t^^ 
** quit any thing* that we find a pleafure in pur- 
*-fuing- 

<~ Though all the various affections of drefs^ 
^fpecch, and behaviour, were to be pradifed by 
^one perfon, they would ftill not amount to z\ 
^ crime ^ and therefore while we continue to fancy 
^ th^ become Uf^.we ihaU hardly, be prevailed up- 

* on to abandon. them,, either by the moft poig— 
^ iiant Ltire,. or friendly ad0K)nitioa8. 

^Ip oufkgood.fenfe informs uS| that what we* 
^ are reproved for 18 in itfelf a yW^i^, yet it wilP 

* appear to us an agneaUefoibU^ and fuch as fets> 
^ off our real perfeSions with greater luflre, and^ 

* majce us be more' taken notice of in company^. 
^ An>ambiticii, which we ihallnotfindmany pei^ 
*^fons wholly free from i^ 

* HARMLSssi, however, as we may flatter our- 

* £elve8 all kinds of affe£lation are, there are f<Hne. 

* which, by being indulged,, may infeniibly cor* 
*' rupt the mind fo far as to draw us into vice :-— 

f' this it would be eaiy for me to prove in many^' 
^branches, but I am determined to confine my- 

* felf to one, and (hall leave it to you, who, I am 

<- certain, are very able to do it| to expatiate ott' 

^ the olhera;^ 

*1am. 
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*^I AM always extremely ferry when I fee one 

* fine lady deform the lovelieft features ever were 

* moulded by the hand of nature, by fcrewing 

* her mou'h into a thoufand difagreeable forms, 
^ and roll her eyes into a fquint, under the ima^ 

* gination (he adds new graces to them : — or 

< when I hear another happy in a voice all har- 
^ mony and diftin£l fwpetnefs, counterfeit a liTp 

* that renders what (he fays inarticulate, and pain* 

* ful fo the lifteners : — I pity the fair idcot, who 
^ diftorts her \yell- turned limbs, and feems to rival 

* the antic pofturcs of the buffoon and mounte^ 

* bank : — the mafculine robuft, who aims to 
' charm us with a High-German jut ; or the over-' 
' delicate, who^ like the arms of a nobleman, is 

* never feen without her two fupporters, I. view 
' with the fame bowels of compaffion: — Iblufli 
f to hear -the foldier boaft of wounds he never 

* felt, and condemn the dire£lion 6f campaigns, 

< without ^ver having been in one:.— I % out 
•-of the church, when I perceive the divine in 
^ the pulpit endeavours to edify his congregation 

* more by the exaltlon of his hands and eyesf, 

* than by the doctrine he delivers to them : — I 
^ am fick of law, when I fee a pleader at the bar, 
^ more fplicitous about the curls of his wig,^ and 
>the adjufting.his band, than the caufe ef his: 

< client i zni am ready toiorfwear all medicines, 
^ when the phyflcian, inftead of examining into 
f' the conftitution of bis patient^ entertains him 

* with a long hacangue, concerning the opinions 
.*' of Galen and Hippocrates, 

* But thefe are little vanities, which will, 
.* doubtlefs, fome time.or otb«r, fall under your 
•confideraion: ,that kind of affe<^ation which 
.* provoked me to. dr^w.i^y pen, .a thing {I muft 
^ tell you by the way) I am not ovcjc fond of do- 

* ing, 
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* ing, is very different from thofe I have xnen- 

* tioned : — it is of a gignantic fize, and, like the 
'great people of the world, is feldom unattended 
' with a numerous retioue of the fmaller and more 
' inconfiderabie race. 

* What I mean, madam, is the prepoflerous 
'^ affectation of appearing as different as we carr 
^ from what we are j or in other words, going 
' oat of our owa fphere, an^d afling a part, the 
'veiy reverfeof that which nature has inftrufied 
*- us in, 

* You wiH hy^ perhaps, that this is pride, and- 
' that it is common to all people to aim at being. 
^ thought more wealthy, wife, virtuous, or beau- 
*, tiful , than they, truly are. 

'But, goodjady SpeSiatory fuch an.ambitibn 
^ or pride, call, it as you will, ridiculous as it is, 
*■ comes yet ioiinitely (hort of the folly I have in 
^ view r — that which I am about to define, the' 
*< it mak« people of mean degree run all manner 
' of rifques^to look like thofe whom fate has placed 
*- above them,, yet it alfo influences thofe of the 
*' higheft birth to forego all the pride of blood and 

* titles, div-eft themfelves of every mark of nobility, 
*. and endeavour to appear, as near as poiBble, 
^ like the moft abject of the populace. < 

' I DOUBT not but you have read a late pocnr,. 
^ intitled^ An ejfay anjatire'^ in which it-is likely 
^ too you may have taken^ notice of thefe lines : 

Th' ambitious feer^ 



• That mounts the hox^ and Jhines a charioteer ^ 

* For glory warm^ the leathern belt puts on^ 

^ Andfmacki the whip with arty and rivals John, 



r86 7lie F EM ALE Book i«. 

* This, madam, is fufficient to make you eafi- 
*• ly comprehend what I mean by going out of 
*' one's own fphere ; and I believe you will readiijr 
^ own, that nothing is now*a<days more coov- 
^ monly praSifed- 

* I H A Y^E nmvf by me an old book of vo}'ages^ 
^ in which, among many other places, the author 
*- gives the defcription of a little republic fn the 
•- Ailantk ocean, called the Jopfy-Turvy illand i- 
^ after having given an account of its fituationy. 
*• extent, climate, produce, and other things, fo» 

* reign to my prefent purpofe, he thus fpeaks «£ 
<" the inhabitants : 

* The natives of this ifland are of a fanguine 

* fair complexion ^ the men, for the mofi par^ 

* are admirably well proportioned, though thty 
^ &y of a more puny conftituticn and lower fta-» 
^ ture than they ^^e in foraier times, by reafeor 

* of the vices, which of late years h&ve fpraad' 
^ through all degrees of people, and very mucb 
^ oebiUtatcd the whole fpeeies r — women are fe 
^ perfedly beautiful,, that did they not difguife 
'^ their charms by an aukward way of dreffinj^ 
^and deportment, thofe who pafs there for leair 

* ^^reeable, would in any other country be c<^ 
<^ lebrated toafts : — « nor can either ftx aecufe ^- 
^ ture for not having endued them with fuficient 

* capacity to render their converfatton equally 

* pleafing to the ear, as their perfons were to the 
^ eye $ but fuch a general indolence hangs upon* 
^ them, or, what is ftill worfe, an inclination to 
^ ftudy only fuch things as are far from being any 

* improvement to their underftanding, that a 
*^ftranger, on his iirft coming among them, is. 

* apt to take them for a nation of lunatics : — 
^ their very habits and reciteations feem to denote 

ft thcoL 
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^ them enemies, not only to common-fenfet but 
^ alfo to nature ; — * the men affeding to wear a 
^ foft effeminate garb, and the women one alto- 
^ gether mafculine :•— — tbeic heroes iit for three 
' houfis together, fipping warm water and fugar,. 
^ and their virgins breakfaft upon brandy : •— — « 
^ the nobility taJs^e a pride in. driving coacbef, or 
^ running like lackeys by the (ide of them ; and the 
^ mechanics forfake their (hops, to ride about th«^ 
^ town in flate like fo many magnificoes. 

* As to their religion, the/ pretend to ador©' 
^ one Sup]K:me Being> and after him, (I might 
^ have faid beyond him) a great number of fub* 

* ordinate deities, fuch as power ^ pUafurg^ and 
^ famcy to whom they think he deligates the 
^ means of beflowing every tiling they have ta 
^ wi{h : but though they have feveral fine tem*^ 
^ pies, and what they call an eftabliibed rule for 

* worihip, it is fo.loofely attended to, and fo great 
^ a latitude ^iven in^^ matten of faith, that every 
*- one, who- is inclined to. pray at aU» is at liberty 
^ to chufe bifr own ^od ;. fo that, in efie£l, there 
*• are as many religions among them as there are 
^ men of inventive faculties to form them. The 
*■ true, reafon of this diverfity of opinion^ owes it» 
^ rife chiefly from the ambition and avarice of the 
•^ Thiodd*% or priefls, who (quite contrary to the 
^ pra£kice/of the Eur^ptan ecclefiaftics, concem*^ 
^ ing themfelves more with temporal than fpiri« 
^ tual affairs,. zQ, in fo diilin£t a contradi£lion to 
^ the dodrine they preach, as make both them- 
'^ fel ves and precepts almoft wholly difreg^^rded by 
* the laity ;. and while thi« behaviour in the teach** 
*" ers give birth to an infinite number of feds, it 
** at the fame time makes t>thers imagine that all' 
^ Jse)igion& are the fame».— mere prieffcraft and. 

^ OUtfidfi: 



188 7*^ F E M A L E Book: i6w 

outfide (hew, — ^ind that after this life there is 
nothing either to be hoped or fe^ed. 

* Wherever this melancholy depravity in 
religious principles prevails it cannot be expe<9ed 

that morality (hould ftourifh : all gratitude, 

faith, honour, hcfpitality, charity, and public- 
fpirit, feem intirely baniflied from thefe people ', 
evert natural aflFeiSlion has no longer any weight 
among them, and if any one is hardy enough to 
make the leaft attempt for the revival of thofe 
antiquated virtues, he is looked upon as a fool 
and a madman, and hifTed out of the ibciety of 
all who would be thought poKte. 

* Arts and fciences are much talked of in this- 
ifland, and indeed but talked of, for no encou- 
ragement being given, but to the propagators of 
pleafures of a grofTer kind, deters all, who have 
any view of profit, from the purfuit of them. — 
Phiiofophy is profeffed by a very few, and even 
thofe few employ their time in only frivolous 
enquiries, and fuch as are of no manner of fer« 
vice to mankind : — poetry alfo labours under 
a mofl miferable decay j for though there are not 
wanting fome men of fine genius's among them, 
yet they are obliged to fold up their talents in a 
napkin, for reafons which will be very obvious 
to my reader, when I come to fpeak of their 
government and policy. 

* Thus far my author, wbofe words I have 
quoted to fhew that there have been other times 
and other nations, ho lefs fond, and even proud 
of abfurdities, than oui?. 

* One wo.uld be apt, hhwever, to imagine, 
^ that -in fome particulars we had copied from the 

* inannec» 
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* manners of thofe people, efpecially in that ar- 

* tide which relates to the delight they take in. 

* apeing whatever is moft- diftant from their real 

* felves* 

* Who that fees a young nobleman trotting 
round the Pari with his running footman's little 
ftafF and cap, or driving his chariot through the 

ftreets with all the fury of a hackney-coachman 
on a vainy day^ but would believe he had learn'd 
thofe avocations in the Topfy^Turvy ifland \ 

* How agreeable a figure does the wife of an 
eminent and wealthy citizen make in her own 
boufe, where every thing declares her opulence 
and plenty ; and how defpicable does (he appear 
when dangling after a court, and the jeft of 
every little dependant, or fneering maid of ho- 
nour there, who, perhaps has' not fo much for 
her whole fortune, as was expended on the 
other's wedding dinner ! — Yet fome there are, 
who fancy themfelves extremely fick, till they 
can breathe the air of St, Jam£s^9 or Leicefter^ 
Fields^ and prefer the ridicule, if not gro6 in- 
fults they> ar£ fure to meet with there, to all the 
cordial friendihip and refped they are treated 
with among their neighbours. 

* What affeflation, nay, what infatuation fs 
,thi« J-— All 'other ffeatufesv*' except the human 
fpecies, are uneafy out of their own element, 
and feem rather to (hun tha^p covet the fociety 
of different animals ; but one of the brutes of 
reafon^ as the poet juftly calls them, reftlefs to 
be what it is, not, mimics, as much as it can, 
the looks and a£):ions of the darling object, evea 
to /ts.own infamy and ruin. 

* Two 
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* Two couplets, which I liav€ fomewhere 
* read, recoil upon my mind, as being perfe£Hy 
^ ^efcriptive of this unhappy difpofition : 

** Blind to ourf elves ^ cauje of our own unreft^ 

* IVefeek our virtues in each other's hreafi \ 

* Meanly adopt another* s wild caprice ^ 

* Another* s weaknefs^ or anot/ur's vice. 

* Th«RE are a thoufand inftances, in which 
•* it might be proved, that the wild affeftion of 
'^ being more like other people than what w6 

* ought to be ourfelves^ infallibly occafions our 

* falling into vices we thought not of at firft : -^ 
' the ill cuftoms of thofe whofe company we fre- 

* quent wkh pkafbre, will certainly infed our 
« own : -~ yet this is not all $ what is laudable in 
^ fome perlons, would be highlr blameable In 

* others of a different ftation : — there are things^ 
'^ which are merely indifferent in themfelves, and 
' take the name of virtue Ot vice, intirely from 

* the ctrcumibnce and chara^ler of the perfon 
^ who puts tbem in practice : '^ good (economy 

* and frug^ty in t private man, is mean avarice 

* in a prince ; — - what is no more in a nobteman 

* than ading up to the dignity ofliis birth, would 
^ be oftentation in a private perfon i and fo of 

* the reft. 

* In t won], wherever people behave in a fa^ 
^ftton unbecoming of their nmlt^^ atid what is 
'^ expe£^ed from them by the worlds aifuinlng 
"* -characters not their own, whether they attempt 

* to exalt or demean themfeles, it is equally the 

* fame, — a ridiculous afl«dation, and brings 

* innumerable ioconvctiienciM on aS who are 

* guilty of 4t% 
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* But as 1 am more particularly concern*d for 

* the reputation, interefl, and happinefs of the 

* citizens of L9ndon^ than for any other divifion 

* or degree of people in his majtfty's dominions, 

* my family, for a long generation, having had 
*ithe honour to be of the number, and I niyfdf 

* now am, I would fain engage the Female Sp€C*- 
^ tator to make it her endeavour to convince 
^ them, that there is nothing en the other fide 
^ TempU'bar^ which it wiU be for their advantage 
^ to imitate. 

< LONDON has be«i calM a fecond Rme^ 
"* and we have flatter'd ourfelves that the coinpa^ 
^ riibn has been iuft 4 but piay Heaven we may 

* never be too like it in its declines let us re* 

* member -from what an envied height that famous 

* city fell, when luxury and pride debafed tha 
' minds of its inhabitants $ — when the men be* 

* came theioUowers of pomp and power, under 
^ the ali-engroffing Cafars % and die women imi* 
'^ tated the maoaers of J^lia and Ptpca. 

< No theme, in my judgment, madam, can 
^ more anfwer the intent of your lucubrations : 
^ purfue it, therefore, with all the ipjrit and vi* 
^ gour in your power^ and fecond the generous 
^ aim of the fatirift I before mentioned, whom I 
^ once more take the liberty to quote on this oc» 
^ cafion : 

* Bid Britain^ herQes (awful Jkades) arifi^ 
^ And ancient honour beam on modern vice ,* 

* Point back^ to minds ingenious^ aSlionsfair^ 

« ^TtU the fins blujb at what their fatben 
were : 

* E'er yet ^twas beggary the great to truji ; 

* E*erjet 'twas quite a/candal to lejuji ; 
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< Tf^?en vulgar /harpers only dar^d a lye^ 

* Or falfifyd the card^ or cogged the dye^ 

* Or vice looked hig^ in plumes of freedom 

drejVd^ 

* Or public fpirit was the public j eji . 

* It is certainly a very great misfortune, that 

* the errors which now reign among us were not 

* perceived and ftruck at in their beginning ; many 

* of ouf children, who are now become parents 

* themfelves, were bred up under their influence, 

< and cuftom has now render'd them a fecond 

* nature : — arduous is the taik, and requires 

* more than Herculean ftrength to bring about 

* a reformation \ but to minds fefolv'd nothing 

^ appears too dUEcuk. 

— ' ' ' 

* That fpirit and good-witl to mankind, 
^ which feems to infpire all the writings of the 

< Female Spe^tdtor^ wiH, I hope, not permit her 

< to be fiient on fo copious a fubjed^, and which 

< the prefent depravity of the times calls fo loudly 

* to be touch'd upon. 

' * Ik the fir«i belief therefore, that I fliall fee 

* not only thofe loofe thoughts inferted as foon as 

* you have room for them, but' alfo a full com- 

* pliance with my requeft, I remain, 

* TVith all pojfible regard^ 
* Madam, 
* Your confi ant readtrj 
Aufiin-Fryars^ * And mojl humble fervam^ 

-^ ' '^-^ ' EUM£NES. 
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Those who do not look on the city of £««- . 
don as the fountain-'head^ from whence all the 
conveniencies of the whole kingdom flow, know 
kittle of it ; but nothing can be more furprizing 
to me, than that thoTe, who owe their prefenC 
great fortunes to it, can, with any degree of pa* 
tience, converfe with thofe who take a pleafure 
in ridiculing, not only its cuftoms and manners, 
but-alfo its mod valuable privileges. ' 

The obfervation Eurmnes makes, that therieis 
■-M, poffibility for affedation, from a mere folly at 
ifirft, to grow up into a vice by degrees, js ex* 
'tremely juft.*— We have a flagrant inftance of it - 
before our eyes, and indeed too obvious both to . 
<:ourt and city, in a ,perfon who, while ihe con- 
tented herfelf with the cuftoms and manners in 
Which {he had been educated, and for many years 
•continued to pra£life, was one dS the nioft amiable 
chara6lers inlife^ — - her name was never men* 
tion'd without an encomium on her prudence, 
aflPability, lK)ipitality, charity, or fome other (hi* 
ning virtue. But how are now all thofe charm* 
ing qualities erafed, and others, altogether the . 
jeverfe,* confpicuous m her behaviour ! — How 
leafily has fhe been drawn to think flie had been 
-al) this while in an error ! •«— To change tint 
fweetnefs of deportment, which had fo much en* 
dear'd her to all that had the pleafure of her ac^ 
^uaintance, into one aU proud and difdainful 1 — « 
To lavifh iniuxury thofe fums (he was accuftom- 
ed to difpofe of in ads of benevolence to the dif- 
trefled $ and that yet more precious time, once 
fet apart for her devotions, in gaming, mafque* 
rades, and other fuch4ike aflemblies! 

A GREAT courtier now become, £he looks 

with contempt on her former fellow-citi^ens ; 

Vox. Ill, I joins 
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^oins in the laugh coquets and beaus fet up when* 
^er any of them appear, and fees not that herfelf 
^equally an ob^e^ q( jjdtcule ,to tholib fhe it (b 
Arain .of imitating. 

THtJ<5 ..defpifing SKid defpr&d, wkhout one reskl 
(friend, (he lives a ga^dy, gUttering, worthlefs 
iOiember of fociety, and endured by thoff whofe 
^example has render'd her fuch, oh nox>ther.ac- 
iCount,.than that iounenfe wealth, which ^they fin4 
^^ans to fli^re with her, while ihe .iai2\|^nes they 
^re doing her ao honour.' 

'Unhappy woman 1 -r- yet I ^ifli -to God ftc 
4iras the fole objcft of our pity on .this occafioni 
.•^'Too many^ alas! tread in the fame ftcps, and 
.oYder their qoaches Co often to St. yamfs% that 
it is much to be fear'd they will^ in a fhqit tinxe^ 

iiave no hprfes to draw thcim. 

• • » • ■ *" 

I WILL not prefiune to /ay^ that all the aii£- 
fortunes the city of JS^^u/^n at prefent labours un- 
.der, are owing to their prep^erous fondnefs of 
foHowingjthe f^lhions of diecourl ; but that they 
are in a .great meafure fo, I bciieve 910^ people 
prill jeadll^ enough ajg;rce^ 

-'Yet muft AQt thff whde blame of this light 
.upon our fex ; I do not fee but the men are ^ 
eager to .quit their comptin^-houfes, and flrut in 
the drawing-room, difguifea in a long (word and, 
tup^e-wi^, as the W(m^ can be in a n&Wc bro- 
/cade, exa£tly the fame pattern with tl^at of one 
.of the princeiles : e — the infection has (pread itfelf 
pretty e^qualiy thro' both fexcs^ — |ind the huf- 
jband has little to reproach the wife with, or the 
9vife t^e hufband, but what ,eaph ,are guilty of 'm 
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Th£R£ is £i^0ielbing fo. agreeable in the de*- 
feriptlotn of xk^X^pfy-Turvy iuand, that wc couM 
i¥jj|» Bumejm had lavour'd U3 with more of k :-^ 
tbav goverament, th^ir policy, the execution of 
^heir laws^ tjieir negotiations, treaties, and theif 
C9ad4i£i in war and in peaces, muft doubtlefs fa- 
TQjkv: of the {amie diicretion as their behaviour in 
private life, and their elj^ncy ki tafte in thofe 
things he ha9 thought nt to acquaint ua with ; 
^ed consequently WQuld have afforded' a moft 
l^ljE^^g entertaJAmeot to our readers. 

If h9 is not too much ofiended at ihe liberty 
'iw have taken i^ omitting thofe few lines in his 
4q|ter, whkh we /ear'd might be look'd upon as 
a yi&^v^ r«ft^Q»j and c^aw upon us a raifure 
^e have always been careful to avoid, he wiU^ oo 
the unanimous requeft of every member of our 
Xi^ fociety, oUige u3, at bis leifiure, with feme 
farther account of that extraoj^dinary place and 

As- 1^ affe<ta&«Q!^ in general, we ib&U hereafter 
^ive fd9e iiiAaotces how all kinds of it demean 
ao4. render triiling the perfons who are guilty of 
it;-**tj)4» ful>j^£i is indeed fuficiently copioiiSt 
4ind the folly too much ipdid^ed by aU ranks of 
people, not to demand attention from the Fem^li 
Sp€£fator j but w,Q are now oblig'd to delay fa ne- 
xefliiry a work* and proceed ta the third letter in 
•ei^i^pacque^ which contains diefeline^: 

To the FemiAlc Spectator. 

Mai>am» 

"* 1 T is ooly in.perfoDf of bjgh cxtraAion that 
* '' we expect to find high virtues, becaufe wtf 
' ^aapt to' imagine, that the education they re- 

la * ceirc, 
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-* cetn^, and the illuftrious patterns fet them by 
^ 'their predeceflbrs, will not fufFer any ideas, but 
> fuch as are great, noble, and generous, to enter 
^into their^ninds : i— if thofe' of a mean birth 

* and humble breeding behave with common ho- 
^nefty, and avoid being guilty of any enormous 
^ crime, we think it is aU -they are capable of, 
** and look for no more from them- ■— When any 
*. extraordinary a£lion is performed by one of 
•'4hefe, we are unjuft enough to confider it as 
^ the mere eiFe£t of chance, without afcribing 

* any fort of merit, or having any more regard 

* for the perfon who perforins 4 1 than we ba^ be- 
••fore, and are with very great difficulty brought 
^ to believe, there can be any intrinfic value in 

* that Jewel which we find fet in a baf<» and cona* 
^ 4noh metal* 

;^ Yet (hat there have been Ihinlng infbnces 
^ <^ an exajtcd virtue, before any titles of diftinc* 

* tion between man and man were invented,, is 
«* demqnftrable by thofe very titles being invented, 
*'ftnd beftow'd atfirft as thie reward ofexemplar-jr 

* virtues : — but no words of mine can ib well 

* fet forth this truth, as thefe few admirable lines, 

* which I tranfcribe from Mr. Dryden^s po^ of 
^ Sigifmand and Guifcarip 

• Search we th//eeret/pringSf 
^ And backward trace the princtpUi if things^, 

* There fl)an we find that when the w$rUhegan^ 

* One (omm$n mafs composed the mould efman ; 
^ One fafle efft^ on all degrees heftow^d^ 

* And kneaded up alike with moJPning bloody 

^ The fame Almighty PowW tnfpir*d the frame 
> With kindUd life, and formed the fouls tin 
^famet 
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* The faculties of intilU^ and tuill^ 

* Difpers^d- with equal hand^ dijpo^d tvifb^i 

* equal /kill; ^ 

* Lite liberty indulg'd^ with choice of g09d\ 

^ or UL , 

«' Thus bom a^iie^ from virtue firjl btgan 

* The difference that' diJHnguiJh^d man frotn 

* man : 

^ He claimed' no title frpm defcent of blood ; 

^ hut that which made him nob/e^ made hfhP 

* good, 
^ Warmed tuiih more- particlep of h^v'H'y 

"-flame^ 
^Hs winged bis upward flighty andfoar^dto 

fame'\ 
^Tbe refi remain-d below j a tribe without a 

* name. 
^ This lawy though cufiom no^ diverts tbo^ 

* courfe^ 

^jfs nature*s injlitute is yet mfortt ; 

^ UflcancelVd^^ tbo' difm-dK\ and he^ 'whofi miriS 

^ Is virtuous y i> alone of noble kind:- 

^ Tho* poor in fortune ^ of ceUJiial racs ^ 

* 'And he commits the crime who calls hlmhdji, 

* True greatnefr has its center in the foul \ 

* Iht given byfate\ nor under fate's controuL 

* Iff fons Iralienate- from their father's" virtue^, 
*' and each fuccefiive race degenerates from the 
<* former^. like ftreams that grow A¥eaker the far* 
• ther from their fource, in vain we hope to rd- 
** ceive any of thofe benefits from them, for the 
^ conferring of which their anceftors Wei^ dig- 
' nifiedi 

* But it is neither my bufinefs nor inclination 
^ to depreciate the merit of noble blood : I would 
^ oaIjt not have virtue too partially confined tb 

I 3 - * thofo 
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^ thofe of high birth, and perfwade the world to 
fee and to refpefl it when found even i& the 
loweft rank of people. 

^ I WAS led into a refiefiioa on thb matter^ 
by being an eye^witnefi of an accident, which 
I flatter myfelfmay afford as agreeable an en- 
tertainment to your readers in the relation, as 
it did ine in tiie beholding ; for which reafdn I 
venture to prefent it to you* 

* I AM, madam, a man of peace, and far 
from caking any delight in the accounts, whe- 
ther true or falie, our news*-papers give vA of 
battles, fkirmifhes, or fleges; yet, notwitb- 
fianding the Utile inelinitioik I have to enquire 
into the bufmefs of the war, on being told 
there was a freih draught to be made out of the 
troops, in order to fill the places 4>f thofe loft 
at Fwtitm^ I bad a caribfity to fee in ^hat 
manner tnofe on whom the lot ftouki hSL 
would take it. 

'* AcconDXNOiY I went, on the d^^ I Imd 
heard was aj^pointed for it, about five in the 
morning, into St. Janufs^fari^ where I found 
feveral companies drawn out, and thoulands of 
people looking on, fome excited hy the ftme 
motive as myfelf, and others by the Conoerfi 
for the choice that fbould be aurae of aoen tt> 
fend away* 

* 4^0^^ ^® '^^^^ number was a young per^ 
fon, whofe age appear'd to me not to exceed 
fixteen, and fo extremely pretty, that had her 
plain country habit been exchanged for one nlore 
advantageous, die could not but havt attraftlU 
all the eyes. prefent. 

« The 
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«' The innocence of hci* coBnteiiance, how-' 
^ ever, arid thie a'rtxiety that cWfcbv'er'd ufellf in^ 

* all her features and motibiis, as I faw (he was 
^ talking with two or three men who ftocd near 

* her, and feem'd alPo to be country people^* 

* made nte defirous of knbwing whether it w;as' 
*" for a brother or a^ bver (he wasfo deeply int^' 

* itftcd. 

«• I Tii^REfbirfi ittadfc my way thrbttgh ihr 
' crowd that interpofed, and with much ado gol5 
' near enough to heaV what difcourfe pafs'd b^ 

* tweed her and her little company ; by which t 
^ fbon foutld'that it was nefther of the relative^ f 
^ had imagined, but one allied to her by a much 
•' dearer tie, for whom her tender foul wa^ dif**- 
^ iblved' iii^ ^rd and impatience* 

^ In fibe, f foon perceived*. By what I heard* 
^ her lay, and afterwards had a more full ipfor-^ 
'^ mation of, that fhe was married about Aire 
^ months fiftcc to the fon of a farmer in TFib^' 
^Jhtre^ who had unhappily been drawn in to en-^ 

* hft himArlf a foldier foon after he became a hut 

* band : — ^ that his father had ofFer'd very confix 

* deraUy fdr his dlfcharge j but his officer, on v-^ 

* count of hii youth, ftature, and ftrehgth, wbuld^ 
^ not be prevail'd upon to part with, him, and his- 
^ friends now trembled, that thofe very abilities- 
*" would be the occafion of his being one of thofe 
^ pick'd out to be (eiit abroad. 

• 
• The terrils in which this poor creature ex- 

* prefsM herfelf were truly pathetic, and touch'd 
^ the foul the more as they were purely natural, 
^ and void of all the ornaments of fpeech : — flie' 
^ #ept, but drove to hide her tears ; and while 

* ^Ith an tktta of p^ffion flic protcfied never ta 

1'^ < abandoA* 
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^ abandon him^ but partake cCall bis dangers an<L 

* hardihips, (be blu£b*d at finding {he was hcasd 
' ' by anj befides thofe to whom, ihe made this^ 

* declaration. 

^ I MUST confeft, that I never in my life had- 

* fi> great an opportunity of viewing nature iir^ 

* its perfedion, that is, as it came from. the hand. 

* oftheCreatofy a» in the ftruggles I difcover*d- 

* here between modefly and tendernefs. 

* Okb of thofe, to wbom-ihe direfied her dif- 

* cburfe, I found was a relation of her own, andU 

* the other a great friend and companion of her 

* hufband*s ; and both had acconipanied his father^ 

* up to Londonyjin order to attempt his difcharge^ 

* which failing to do> the old man was retum!d 

* home with ah aking heart, and thefe ftaid to.- 

* wait the event. 

^ A CHEAT many were draughted oflT, feveral' 

* of whom feem'd to regret the preference given 

* them : — the fooliih pity and murmurs of tbe 
. * populace heightened their concern, and the cries 

* and lamentations of the parents, wives, and 

* children, rendei'd feme among them quite ua* 

* mann*d. 

* * * * 

* At lad the officers came up to a rank, amoiig, 
' whom was a more than ordinary, tall, hand- 

* fome, young fellow : — the moment I caft nay 

* eye upon him I imagined him the hufband of 
< my pretty neighbour, and foon found I was not 

* deceived in my conjecture, by the additional 
^ confufion I now faw in her face, and in thofe 

* of her companions: — I trembled for her, and 

* expe^ed no lefs than that he would be among 
^ the number of the chofenj, as indeed he immie- 

« diatel7< 
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*' diately was, and march'd off to the others, wh6 
were draughted brfore: — * (he gave a gre^ 
(hriek, attempted to fpeak, but had not the- 
power, and fell into a fwoon. 

* By the aiEftance of her friends, and fevcr^l • 
others who ftood near and feem'd to commi- 
ferate her condition, fhe recovered ;^ and ito 
fooner was fo, than the extremity of her. grief 
banifhing all fenfe of fhame, (he flew to the 
captain, threw herfelf at his feet, conjur'd hifti' 
to pity her, and fpare her hufband : — * lier coa- 

' fini and the other young man, join'd their teats 
and prayers with her^s, but the oficer was tdo' 

' OHieh-aGCuftom'd'to petitions of this nature to 
be much mov'd at what they faid, and repulsed* 
them with more roughnefs than I then thought 
I could have done, had I been in his place: 
but I have (snce conftder'd, that in fome ciN 
cumftances it is neceflary to harden one's heart, > 
or at leaft to feemas 'if one did-fo \ and that nf 

'' a gentleman in his fituation was to give ear ta 
aH the ap^icikttons made on the fame fcore, it 

' would be impoffible for him to perform the 
di^lies-of his fundion. 

^ All being in vain, the difcocVfolate hufband^ 
advanced, from the reft of his fellows, to bid 

'adieu to his fair wife', who'perilfted in her refo-^ 
lution of accompanying him^ but he would by 
no means liflen to fuch a propofal, and there 
enfued between them fuch a tender conteft; as' 
perfons bred in much higher life need not be 

' aduun'd'to'have been ^gagfd ,inv 

* The yptti^ cpuntryman ftood far fome time 
in a muung pofture, and at length comi;ig ouC^ 
of it^weiK diredlly to the captain, and with a^ 

1-5^ ' rtfo^- 
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*. re(bluiioa tii his couotenance I (baU n^er for- 

* get, fpoke to him in this manner : 

* Your honoitf fees, (aid he^ the diftreis ef 

* thefe two young people, they have loved one 

* another from chUdren, are but latdv married, 

* and (he is with child, if thev fliould be fepa- 
^ rated it would break both tneir hearts ; I bag 

* your honour will give him his difcharge, and. 

* take me in his room : -*- I have no wife net 

* father to lament me, and if I die, the lofs will 
' not be much: -^ I befech you therefore to. 

* grant my requeft: — I am as ftrong and as able 

* to ferve my kii^ and country as he, is, and I 

* ihall go with pmfure, if by it I oaa leave this 
« couple happy. 

^ To this he added fomewhat more by way ef 

* enforcing his requeft, which fo aftonith'd the 

* captain and all who beard him^ that no body 
*. went about to interrupt him. 

* After be had given over fpeakbg, one ef 

* the officers aik'd him if he had an inclination 
« to the army j for if you have, faid he, we will , 
^ .give you the lifting money, and you may go 

* with the reft. 

< No, fu*, reply 'd he bol^, I ndver till now 

* had a thou^t of being a fddier, nor would I 

* enter myfelf on any terms but to ferve 71?% . 

* and I am out of the reach of the prefs-aA^ 

* having above ten pounds a year of my own in . 
< land i and therefore if you think vrell of me, 

* give him his Jifcharge, and I am ready to take 

* his coat without your lifting OMOfj. 

■ 

• SUOH 
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* Such an aft of gcncrofity occafion'J a Oiout 
of applaufe; alt the gentlemen were charm'd* 
with it, and the captain was contented to take 

' him at his word ; and ordering the mufter-rdl^ 
to be brought to hini) erafed Tom^ and imt in^ 

' the name of his kind redeemer, whicn was 
ffmiam, aiid theh wrote ' the difcharge in the 

' iifual form. 

* But when 7i/» was call'd, and informM of 
i;t^bat had been done for him, he coiild fcarce 

*Be prevaird upon to accept, his liberty on fuch* 

terms ; he ur^ed^ that the offer of the" other 
' Ivas the higheit proof of friendfbip, yet it would 

be ungrateful and unworthy in him to abufe 
'fuch goodnefs, by expofing 10 generous a* friend 

tO' danger for his faker 

/■ 

*'THfi taar^ of his w!fe, however^ and the 

S* erfwafibns of every* body that were witnefs^ of 
lis generous debate, at length got the better 
of his fcruples, which, though in a mean man,- 
1 will venture to call delicacy : — he received • 
his difcharge, and gave up his cloaths and' 
fnufket, which the other immediately ^quipC- 
himfelf in, with the greateft refolution and in* 
trepidity : — the officers dapp'd. their hands, ♦ 
and the mob huzza'd, and cried he would beat^ 
ten Frenchme7t^ while others fliook their head«» • 
and faid it was pity fo brave and honeft a fet^** 
'low (hould be food for powdcr»- 

* It would have afforded me an infinite fatis-^" 
'fa£lion to have feen their parting, but that 

being im{5ta£iicable, as I heard the no\^ ^^ppy \ 
pair were refolv'd not to quit that dear friend ' 
till his embarkation; fo 1 lofV them after thay- 
got into one of the boats that waited at fVhiu* 

16- * baltj' 
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* hallf and returned home fo full of admirs^ioa 

* at the adventure, that for feveral days I thought 
' on litttc clfc. 

* Now, madam, t appeal to you if ITjefm^ 

* Piriiheos^ or any other celebrated friend, whe- 
^ (her antient or. modern,, could have given a. 
^greater inftance of generofity than this plain < 

* country- fVtUiam^ or could have accepted it 

* with a better grace than-T^^m.^ Formypart,^ 

* I am convinced in my own mind, that if thefe 

* twa men hadbeen bleft with a polite and lib^- 
' ral education, tbeobrcurity.of their birth would 
^ have been no .obftrudion to their making vecy 

* fhining figures in life. 

^ YsT, how cruelly have fome, to whom I. 

* have reported this adion, mifconftrued it ! one 
^ would have it that fyilliamvfzz got drunk,. and' 
^ knew not what be did : — another, that what 
*• he did was only a bravado, and both were ce(* 

* tain that he ^ould afterward repent it. But I, . 
' * who had a watchful eye over his behaviour, 

^ am as certain, as I can be of any thing that 

< paifes in' another's breaff, . that he was neither 

* the one nor the other ; — that the offer he made 

< was the refult of a ferious deliberation within 

* himfelf 5 — and that he was excited to it by his 

* natural generofity, his friend(hip to Tcm^ and 

* pity for nis wife : the reafon he gave the cap- 
^ tain, that as he had neither, father nor wife to 

< grieve for him, in cafe any accident happened 
« tp him, his lofs would be of lefs confequepce, , 
** may ferve, I think, to confute any opinioa ta - 

* his prejudice. 

• Yet are there people, who wiU'rather dif- 

* credit the tefiimony of their own eyes, and 

« forfeit 
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** forfeit their own judgment, than allow that anjr 
^ thing great and noble can proceed from a perfon 

* in an abjed ftation:.— - though thi*,.I think, ish 
^ flying in the face.ofall truth, reafon, and philo- 
^fophy, which teach us, that the foul is the fame 
' in all degrees of men, and would actuate in all*' 
^ alike, were not this divine part in us obftrufted^ 

* by feme defcft in the organs. — Though ex- 
^terior accosnpliihments may polifh and' add a 

* luilre torall we do, yet the want of them will not^ 
^ prevent us f rom^doing the fame as if we had 

* them. — Every man's ideas are his own, — his- 
. ^ notions of right and wrong are lodged within^ 

* himfcif } and I. believewith that great philofO- 
^ pberand divine, the archb(hop of u^m^r^y, that 

* there are favages in Canada who think in the 

* (ame manner with the philofophers of Greetgj 
! and Ramf. 

* The mdnmr in which we do good anions > 

^ is indeed to be learned from precept and* eda^ 

,* cation., but the. w/7/; to da them mull be born ^ 

' with US, or all that comes from us will have 

. * an enforced air, , and favour ftrongly of the : 

. * fchool. . . ' ' 

. * A PROPER '.education is, however^ a very 
< valuable thing ;. it notxmly improves our good 

* qualities, but enables us to repel the dtdates^ of' 
*'^hofe ill ones, which our paifions are apt to in*- 

.* fpir/^ in us i but I would not afcribe more to it 

* than is its real due. . For, as a famous Fraub > 

* author .fays^, 

^* Edticathn biii polifhes, not makes thi dia^ - 

•But 
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< But I fear, madMi, I' bsve trouUcfd ydu 
<^too long) and flmll therefore condude With if- 
^^furiiig jou, that l4itB aa admirer of your woi'k&y- 

^-aod,. 

» 

* Madam^ 

* Tour rUnft bumhU fervant^ 

D6an*i-yard, Wcftminftcf , « Jtni fubfcrihir\ 
June 25, 1745* ^ 

« 

< P. S. lif- you think this Worthy t6 be iiinit- 
*^ted into voor next book, I flialF btf extremely 
^-pleafed, becaufe the adventure mentioned in it,* 
< as it was fo pnMie, may be repreftnted to tbc 
«^world by ibme other hand, in a lefs advanta-- 
* geous light than 4C deferves.* ' 

It ihuft be confeflM there iv fdmething verjr 
tender in the incident Mn R* S'» has given us : -^' 
the charader of fFilHamis truly great and inai* 
nanittious, and it wouM be the hSghefl injuftice' 
not to acknowledge it. For my part, were I his ^ 
captain, I (hould intereft myfelf in a particular ' 
manner for the fate of fo brave a fellow ; but fo' 
gjeat is the partiality of the worlds that vfrtue 
. does jiot feem virtue wfaeA not placed at the t6p. 
of fortune's WheeK 

I DOUBT not but there hate been' ffiany ^al-- « 
lint things performed by perfoDs of mean ftatioA, ^ ^ 
which either have been buried in obfcurity, or C&e 
glory of them afcribed to others^ 

IwiLLalfogo fofarastogivekanixf^opiniony- 
that in the education of a young perfon, if great 
care k not tak^. to inftil a high regard, and even 

bvc 
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lotfe for vtrtue, witfa the nidiments of fine bre^d- 
11^ the former would be in danger of being cor* 
rupted by the latter ;flnd Iwottld^fooDer trull to 
the honefty and gen^ofity of a man^.wbo knows > 
no more than juft what be received from nature,* 
than to on^ who knows every thmg bcfidc, but 
^8 unhappily forgot thofe notions and ideas which 
Heaven has planted in thi( foul of' every one,, 
though they are often extingutfhed by giving way. 
to vicious paiEons and corrupjt habits. 

Thb humble cottager, therefore, if he bka^ 
A«n ho ill, but t&s nnerely flrom the principles in * 
liisown breafti and which were born with him,^ 
Will ccitainly t£t conformable to juftice an<Lto* 

It is the prevalence of esrtmpk^ alas F ^ and of 
thpfe examples which we imagine it is a kind of 
merit in tts to follow, that lead us all aftray ; from ^ 
-whence we. may y»&lf enough infer, that thofc.^ 
who live at the gre^eil diftance from them are^- 
the moft iikdy to tl^ead in the right path. 

Sir Charles Sedley kysj with a great deal, ofr 
truth, and what every day's experience may^ 
eohvince us of, tint 

E^ampit is a Hvirtg Uim^ wh^fffioay^ 
' Min more thunaU the. written laws ohyi, . 

P^RSOHs of a narrow education are apt to • 
think they cannot do better than to imitate, as 
well as they can, the manners of thofe ;who har^ . 
been favoured with a more liberal one ; and fo ^ 
fair they certainly are ri^tj but then I'^ would > 
wifh them .to make ufe. of that reafon wfaifh 
every me' is blefled with, and examine into the. 

a£kion$ 
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adiM)S of whoever diey happen to take for tbdr 
pattern » to the endtbej may copy after them duly 
in fuch things as are commendable, and avoid 
whatever they find in the reverfe. 

I REMEMBER that in one of my former eflays- 
I undertook to prove, that it was not natun^ but 
the perverfion of natare,- that occafions all our 
faults and raiftakes^- 

The generous behaviour of country (unin- 
ffru£lcd) IViUiam (hews what we are able to do 
of ourfelves : — - all who bear what he did, muft 
allow it to b& truly great ; but if, after having 
fo welLproved the noblenefsof his foul, beihouM 
degenerate, and become hereafter felf*intereftc4,^ 
deceitful, or, in fine, any way bafe, it muft be* 
owned' it was tlie ill exampie of others that made 
him fo. 

But there is one unbppy torn *in fome peo* 
pJe's tempers, which, it mttftbeconfcfled, is m* 
ture, and in fome cafes would be -a virtue, but in' 
this that I am going to mention is highly to be 
coiademned; • * 

Wh A T I mean , is that exceffi ve modefty which « 
makes them fearful of incurring the ridicule of 
thofe they converfe with^ though it be for behav- 
ing in a manner whick they ;ire well fatisfied with-' 
in themfelves is rh^t : — they are afraid of being 
lairghed at for not doing as they fee others do, and 
therefore yield a blind compliance in tvcvy thing 
propofed to them, 

I ^CANNOT help quoting on this occafion a 
paflogeout of that poem Eumtna took fome lines 
fsom^,tdXkA An Effayon Satire. After mea- 

ti^niog.. 
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tioning the force of example,, and the foolifh ti^ 
midity of quitting a bad cuftom, he. goes on. 

For fare tii deadlUft foi to virtui^s fianHy 
Our worji ofeoih^ is perverted fhame.. 
Bineath this yoke what abjeS millions groaftj 
TJ)e Jhackrdjlavesof follies not their oum. 
The Demon fbsane paints Jirong the ridicule^ 
jfhdwhifpersclofey^'-^ The world will call you* 

fool ! 
Each tool tAhood^wint^d^prkki/opGorly^reat^ 
That ,pimscin>fplendid wretchednefs offiate^ 
Tir^d inanshition's chafe wigld nobly yields 
Jnd^butfoK, (haoie, Itke Sj^, fir/V the fields 
Beb^d ypn wretch in impfSus madnefs driven f 
Beiieves and trembles ^ wnile he feoffs at Heaven :: 
By weaknefsfirong^ and bold thro* fear alor.e^ 
He dreads the fneer byjhallow coxcombs thrown j. 
Daunt lefs purfues the path Spinofa^ trody 
Toman acawardy — a bravo to bis God, 

Much migHt be (aid on this (ubieO:,,but we 
muft now think of Jmonia^ whofe letter the laft: 
Femede Spe^ator gave her fome'reafon to expert* 
would he infer ted in this. 

T6' tSe worthy authorefa of tbe F e M A t S- 
. Spectator. 

Madam, 

* 1^;ARRIAGE being the- general bufmefs 06 
*" ^-^^ the world, the mutual deiires of both fexes,, 

* and the dye on which the bappinefs or mifery 
' of our whole lives depends, the choice of a part* 
^ner in that important ftate requires the utmoA^ 
^ attention. 
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< WilBK we are j^imng, it cannot be expefied 

* we fluniM be able to judge truly of what is befr 
^ for us : paffions many times over-rule our rea- 

* fon^ and Ditit eur eyes againft evefy thing that 

* fliould det^r us ffMi too raflily venturing on 

* that uncertain fea ; and an unjuft prejudice at 
^ often hinders us from aoe^tin^ wba^ would- 
^'perfed our ftdietty. 

* Those, therefore, who difpofe of tfaemfelves 
*- without the advice of fiidi frie^s^ afr ought to be 
^ condihed on the occafion^ and have afterwarch 
^ caafe to repait of their inadvertency^ though 

< tisey deierve our pif}y have no claim to- our 

*' But wHen we are deliberatdy made mifer- 
^abie, nay even compdled by the authority of 
^•ur parents to entier into bonds from whidi^ 
^ diatb alone can fit us Aee, the Maine muft 

< Me on them> though the misfortune is all our 
*dWn. - 

^ This> infldam,. b my caf^, ahd is itallb mif 
^ be that of many others, I thought it would iribti 
^be looked upon as an improper fubjeA forth^ 

fl DOUBT not but you wiU imagine tEat die 
^ perfon allotted for me was one to wlibin I bad^ \ 

* an utter diftafte,' or if not lb, that there w^t 

* fome other who pofieiTed more of my incliiu* 
^ tions } but neither of diefe it Was that rendered 
^my marriage fa unhappy: — if I had no gr^t 

* p^ffion for him who is now tar huibandl, I had I 
''at leaft no averfion, nor bad 'I even the noft ' 
^ fettiotfe defire for any other: — I may truly fay*- 
^that neither before my being his wife, nor fax^t- 

•Lever 
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I ever faW diat main "^Hxym I could widi to ex- 
change for him ; ycet is our union the greateft 
nsiistfartune to both of us^ andcouM I have fore- 
Ceen the continual diftra£tions there wowld be 
t^ween us, I would have chofe my grave rather 
Aan my marriage-bed. 

* The calamities I labour under flow from 2 
more grtevoi^ fource than diflike $ for ihat^ by 
Ume and good u(age, might have been worn ofr^ 
but this increafes daily, and every moitoent of mv 
life gives fome addkioiial wretchednefi. 

* But not to be too tedious : this bar to the 
ha|>{>ine<s of us both is, that we are of different 
opinions in matters of fal:h ^ and though it was 
ftipulated in the hiarriage-articles, that I ihould 
^j^ my own way of devociont and alfo that 
what daughters happened to be born fliouM l>e. 
baptized and educated in the famt^, as the fons> 
fliould be ki that of their father ; yet he has 
b^n fo iH fotisfied with thefe conditions, that 
from the firft month of our marria^ he has^ 
tried aU the ftieain in his power t6 obh^ me tb^ 
relinquiih them. 

* I, WHO was bred up in the firtAeft principles 
of my rdigioh^ can- never be brought to change 
it for aWy other ; and he is fo great a bigot to* 
his, that he lodks on every one as a heathen that 
is of a cohtraty wiy of thinking. 

* We have tvro fens arid three daughter, 
who, inheriting thfelr parents principles, live in 
ciohttnifal difcdVd and upbraid ings of each other j^ 
but I fttflSer thfe rtioft, haviftg nbt only niy o#n^ 
but a fliare 6F eadh of their fevend diicontents. 
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* My poor girls knfl^ nothing of a iatherV 

* tcnderndTs ; if they implore his bleffing, be tdh 
^ them he has none to give them while they con* 
' tinue to obey their mother's precepts y and raj 
^ boys arelaught to think, of mc as of a creature 

* to whom no manner of duty or afic&ion is^ 
f owing. 

* As for his own behaviour to me, the beft of 

* k is pity for my eternal ftate,: mixed- with a 

* kind of contempt of my ignorance auid infatua- 

* tion, as he calls my periifiiiig in Uie way of 
^ worfliip I was bred in ;< and when any thing 
^abroad happens to four his temper, he is Aiieta 
^ vent his ill-humour on me and my religion. 

< SiTNDAY, which is a day of peace in all othcf 
^families, is ceitain of renewing eontention in' 
> ours ', while drefHng, in ordqr to go to our dif-- 

* fereiit places of devotion, infiead of preparing^ 
/ ourfelves^ as we ought to do, with thoughts alT 

^ ferene and compofed, w« take card to fill each* 
' otherfs minds with all th^ troubled omotionswc' 
^ are capable of infpiring ^- and on our return fiom* 

* thence, all our difcourfe is larded with the mcft 
^ piquant reflexions*. 

* You will fa/, perhaps, I am to blame in ro- 

* turning any anfwer to whatever injurious trea^ 
^ ment I may receive from, him ^ but to prevent 

* your pai£ng fo unjuft a cenfure on me, I muft 
^ affure you, that for a long timb I combated his 

* reproaohes only witlv my tearsi^ but, finding 

* mildnefs was fo far from obliging, him to defifl^ 
*" that it rather encouraged him to go on, becaufe 
*^ it flattered him with a belief he mould in time 
<" make aconvert of me, I thought it beft to afluow 
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•'all the fpiriti could^ and 0iew him that I was 
'^ neither to be cajoled nor frighted from my faith. 

* In fine, as I knew myfelf in the right, and 

* he, no doubt, is ftrongly poflefled of an opinion 

* that he is fo, we mutually condemn each other a 

* and if we do not adually hate, as yet we do not, 

* we cannot bear that good- w31 which we ought to 

* do, and Heaven only knows to how great a 

* lieight thefe prefent animofities may at length 

* arrive ! 

* I REMEMBER tobaye:read, in one of jour 

* former lucubrations, that it was utterly impoffi • ^ 
« ble for any marriage to be happy where there / 

* was notaperfeS conformity of fentiments and 
•^iiumour^ in both parties, even in thofe things , 

* which are looted upon as mere ttiflfes : - — What 
^ muft it then be, wbefi the h jfband and wife dif- 

* fer in matters on which eternity depends ? ■ ■ ■ 

* Whpn each 'lopks on the other zt in a ftate of 
^ perdition f, Thinks ifi almoft a crime to indulge 
■* any lender fentiment, left it fliould proves temp* 

* tation to apoftacy, and are in continual apprc^ 

^ henfions, that by fulfilling their Conjugal duties - 
•* they ftiaU be drawn fxom thoft of rcligiqn ? . 

•In what ^n urthappy circumftance are alfo the'* 

* thadt:en of fuch a marriage! They are not only 
^ fure of being difregarded by one of their parents, 
< but alf# aliens to each other jn love and.affedion, 
•' as they are in principles. 

•• The yery fervants in fuch a family are uneafy, 

* know, not well whofe commands they {hould 

* obey, and, in a word, the wht)le houfe is divi- 

* ded againflr it&lf, and alt is in an inextricable 
^ confimoi). 

♦ Tbii 
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< This, ma^anit is the lu'ue and mclanchdf 
^ oondLtion of me and my hmily ; but though to 
' a mind ppprefTed like mine complaining is lome 

* eafe^ it was aot that Telf-iAjterefted motive abse 
-•.ibac excited n[ic to give you the trouble of thii 

* epifile : — my ausfoitunes have not fp far ex- 
' tinguifhed ail generous fentiments in me, as.Qpt 

* to make me wiih «iy fate may be a waroiogto 
' others, not to fplit upon the farpje rock ;aod it is 

* with this view I &ould bp glad the fiory was 

* made pubKc, 

* If, therefore, yoy vo^icWafc to.givje itafejr 
^ ^gcsy the matter wiil>l hope, excufe the ooi^n- 
^ ner in which it is related, little elegance, or &is 

* turns of thought or. ei^preflion not being to be ci^ 

* jfdSt»d from a woman in njy perplexed (Ituatioa^ 

* — believe ^1K^ however, a finccre weJl-wjftier 
^ ^ tbe happinefs of my fellow-croattures^ ai^ 

^ Madam, 

^ And dwcpid f4r^ant^ 

Golden Square* AaioMJA* 

Jync 24^ 1 745. 

Tho^ this lady hasreprefented the unliappinefs 
of b|sr condition in very moving tern[i?,aBd (uch, 
^% it is eafy to be feen^ flow frpoi the foul^ and 
ar^ not imaginary woes ; yet &.e has iieen fo ex- 
tremely careful not to let fall the leaft hmt wbat 
mode, of religion either herfelf ch: husband adheres 
to, that I am in no danger of being thought par- 
tial either tp the ooe or the ott^r^ in ^jkat I 
triight fay on any of tbofc vanious perfwa|Ions^ 
which, at preCent, not only divi^,e private Qmilics 
•but wbQlQ^ngdopm tbPHgh.Ii^^ldeyefi h^ 
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pen to fall on either of thpfe which reader this 
.xouple fo difunited. 

But it is far/from my incliaatioa either to cry 
.up or depreciate any particular form of worfhip.^ 
I am very well convinced that therje are many 
virtuous and many vicious people of all pcrfwa- 
jions :-T-Mr. Rtnpej^ who was not only a \yife and 
witty, but ^Ifo .a very good man^ reminds thofe 
who ^re bigotted to any one opinion, that Heaven^ 
in this refpedt, is le(ii levere than maj;i. -r- Thpfe 
are his word^ : 

JLiook round how ProvidemeJbeftows alike J 
St^n-Jhine. and rain^ to blefs tnefruv^4»lyiar% 
On different nations^ all of dtffWint faiths^ 
JInd {though by fevoral names and titles vJOf'* 

jhtpfd) 

Heav*n takes the various tribute oftbiir praifi^ 
Since all agree to own^ at leafi to nuan^ 
Om heji^ om grtateji^ only Lord of alL 

1 Th t N, on fpeal^ing c^the unreafonableneis of 
' «ndeavourifig to oblige people to prolefs whatever 

lOpinioii we ourfelvcs efpowTe, the ia^ae. excelled 

poet fays again^ 

But tofuhdue tl? uncon^burMe, mndt 
To mak£ one reafon have the fame effeff- 
Upon all apprtbenfions i to force thiSf 
Or this man^juft to think as thou and I do ; 
Impoffihle ! uniefs fouls wen alike 
in ally which differ like human faces. 

Mr* pryden too, who, though -it muft be con* 
fefied», changed bis form ofdevotipn too often, was^ 
never, at leaft as I have heard, fufpedl^ed either of 

atlii^ifai oi^5}fiij^>. tcjlls us iji oft^ oif.l^f gowjk 

To 
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■ — To prove religion true^ 
Jf either wit or fufftrings could fuffice^ 
Allfaithi afford the conftant and the wife^ 
The common cry isfiiH religion^ s teft \ 
The TurkWx at Condantinople i^ , 
Idols in India, Popery at Rome j 
jtnd oter own worjhip only true at home : 
And true hut for ihe time 5 *ti^ hard to know 
How long we pleafe itjhall continue fo, 
Thisftde to-day^ and that to-morrow hums 4 
So all an faints and martyrs in their turns. 
let all by various namesy adore and l^t^ 
One pcwer immenfe^ which ever rules above. 

A-PERsECUTiNts fpirit is a difgrace to any 
religion } and though fome may thlnl^ they prove 
by it the finccrity of their faith, yet they but de- 
ceive themfelvesi, and* in tSeSt^ rather det^ r than 
invite othprs to die profelytes to it : and one thing 
Z muft obferve, which is, thofe churches that are 
^liabliQied by the laws of the land, generally dif* 
cover lefsof thatred-hot, mad-brained zeal^ than 
Jtbe fedaries which diiOTent from them* 

As for Jmoma^ her condition is very much to 
be pitied, nor ^o I think that of her hufband mucli 
more to be defiredj but I muft own at the fame 
time, that I am not at all furprized that they live 
no better together ; for I look on it as an utter 
impoffibility for two perfons profeiling different 
j-eligions (that is, if either of them do any thiqg 
more than profefs) to continue an aiFedioa for 
each other for any long time« 

But though paJSngan uncharitable judgment 
on all opinions, befides our own, is dircdly con- 
trary to the do6lrine preached by Him whofe pre- 
cepts all^ who are chrifiians^ precend to foUow ; 

yet 
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yet fo exceffively tenacious are fome people, that ^ 
whoever {hould go about to argue them into more 
mocieration, would be looked upon as enemies to 
dieir eternal welfare, forgetting the promife, that 
jl remnant ofalljhall bejaved. 

This, however, is a point I leave to be dif- 
cuiTed by the divines ; but as living in peace and 
hannony while on earth, efpecially between thofe 
who ar« joined in the facred bonds of marriage, 
is a great ftep towards attaining future felicity, I 
think it madnefs for any two people to Hatter 
themfdves with agreeing long in any thing, when 
they difagree in what is moft eiTentiaL . 

But as it cannot be expe£led that in youth 
thefe confiderations {hould have their due weight, 
there is no excufe to be made for parents, who^ 
it is to be fuppofed, have a more juft fenfe of 
things, when they acquieice, much le(s when they 
feem to favour the deuru^lion of thofe whofe hap- 
pinefs it is their duty to ftudy. 

Yet, when fuch things are, I would have per- 
fons thus united, as there is no revoking the vow 
made at the alter, endeavour to render themfelves 
and partner as eafy as the circumftance will ad* 
mit : if one is too great a bigot, the other ought 
not to be too ftri^ an oppofer ; and it is much 
^tter to recede in matters indifferent, than by te- 
nacioufly fupporting every little ceremony, to oo- 
caflon fuch perpetual jars as Amonla has defcribed. 

When mutual love and tenderoels between 
faufband and wife ceafe to fubfift, and thofe of the 
fame blood are brought up in a contempt and ha- 
tred of each other, the offence againft Heaven is. 

Vol, IIL K in 
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jn my judgment, infinitel7;g^eater than the brestfb 
j^izfxy e^cteriQT duty. of, religion can bq. 

I Do.iiot fuppofe, that either dmonia or hv. 
^u(band is a Jew^ iiahometany or Pagan \ and as 
,all Chriftiam agree in the funda;mental parts ^ 
/aith, if.one of.the^ would he prevailed upon to 
^ive.up Xhtform in which they have been accuf- 
fCopn^ ^o worfiiip, at leaft to abate all feverity ip 
^at pointy it would ,doubtIe(s fave themfelv^ ji 
multitude of other, perhaps, worietranfgreffions, 
M wqll as their xhildren, in which, while thqr 
(Continue to want natural affeiflion, they muft 
peceflarily be .invotved. 

For my part^ I .cannot diink but people may 
be very devout and pious, nay very ftrid obfer- 
.vers alfo of aU thofe rites and ceremonies of the 
xhurch to which they b^opg, witbojut having any 
janimofity to tiboCe who woi;0iip in a differenl 
^annej. 

TH0U:eH w^ ;u:e jcommaaded iiot to do ^il 
ihat good may come of it, yet we may certamly 
refrain U^ofe things which in themfelves .are nei- 
ther good nor evij, when we are pretty fure tha^ 
good will cCome by our forbpanuice: fuch little 
formalities, therefore, as either the public laws, of 
pur own private duties, lay us under the neceffity j 
of obferving, or renounc^ing, wUl l^dly eyer ri^ L 
:VP in jjudjgxa^Ot ajgaiiift us. \ 

What j[ have &id pn this account inaj, perr 
Jiaps, draw upc^ ^c the fevered cenfures of aH 
who majce a ;a(ierit of being firi6l followers of that 
way of woriQiip they were bred up in, or afterr 
jur^r^s h^xe ti^^.it iptq tb^r h^s jto isBs^f 
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;wili be moil acceptable to the Deity ; to ivhich * 
3 will oidy -anfwer in the words of the .poet> 

Zeal is thi^hus tnadnffs^ftbeJoiiI» 

But before they are too angry with me on thii 
occafiofi, I would have them remark, that I do 
^ot advife, or pretend to juRify any lukewarmnefs 
even in the moft trivial matters of religion, but 
ivhen there is an utter impoffibility of afTertihg 
them without a breach of fome otheif* more effen- 
tial duty^ and then, Imuft confefs, that to be too 
warm, is quitting the fubftance for the fhadow. . 

I ONCB knew a gentleman and bis wife, who 
were in that unhappy iituation which my corref- 
4pondent complains of ; — the moft vehement pa& 
'fion for each other brought them together ;-^they 
inarried without die confent of friends, and were 
both too much in love with each other's perfons 
to "Confider the diiFerence that was between them 
in principles ; he being one of thofe which are 
^called High Churchy md fhe of that fsA of diilen- 
tcrs which have the name of Pre/byterians, — The 
'£rft m(mths of their marriage were wholly taken 
up with indulging the inclinations which had 
Joined their hands; and though he fometimes 
expreiTed a djiTatrsfadion at being denied the plea* 
fure of leading her to WeftmlnJhr'Abbeyy for he 
would bear no olivine fervice out of a cathedral^ 
and ihe was ao lefs troubled that fhe could not 
prevail with him to make hisr appearance with hec 
■^. tiie conventicle, yet no open difagreanent hap^ 
lili between them^ till after (he had lain-in of her 
iBrft child. 

'On thisprefent, efpeciaHy as it happened to be 
a foil) every body expe£ted the aiFe£tion they be- 

K 2 fore 
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fore had teftified for each other would be more 
than ever cemented : — the father was indeed 
tranfported with joy, and the mother felt a double 
exftacy by the fight of his : but, alas ! their mutual 
felicity was of fhort duration ; and that pledge of 
conjugal love, which promifed an addition to their 
•omforts, proved the bane of all their peace and 
fatisfafiion. 

The infant was about three weeks old when 
they began to think it was time to make a Chrif* 
tian of him ; and now the debate b^n, by 
whom, and in what manner i the ceremony fhotild 
be performed: the hufband had a near relation 
who was a biihop, and had promifed to do him 
that honour : -~- the wife infifted on having one of 
the teachers of that congregation to which ihe 
belonged, and that her fon fhould not be baptised 
according to the ceremony of the church : -^ flic 
cried, No-Iawnjleeves^ -^ m rags cf the whore of 
Babylon Jhould tome near her child : — he fwore, 
JW? pur it any no convgnticle-canter Jbould enter his 
doors on any occajion^ much lefs on this* — She raved 
and calkd him Toryi ^— he ftamped, and in re- 
turn told her flie was a Hypocrite^ the fpawn of a 
king- killing race, and every thing as opprobious 
gs his fury could invent. 

In fine, neither of them left any thing unfaid 
that they thought would be flinging to the other, 
which had no other efFe£t than to render both 
more pofitive, and hardened in the refolution they 
before had taken. 

The hufband, however, as he had the autho* 
xjty, exerted it, and ordered every thing to be 
prepared to make the facrcd ceremony as magni* 
lucent as hi:i flation would admit ; ^«- four p^rfons 

- . of- 
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oflFcrcd themfelve^ to be the fponfors, dnd many 
relations on both fides were invited, and a very 
ijplendid collation ordered. 

The wife had it not in her power to prevent 
all this, and faw the preparations with a fuUen eye, ' 
but was determined in her mind to render it of no 
efFedi and the very night before that which he 
intended for tlie celebration of the chridening fhe 
watched the opportunity of his being abroad, and 
fent privately for her own ftiinifter,and one of the 
elders of the congregation, and had the child bap- 
tized in her own way. 

The next day, at the appointed hour, the 
bifhop and fponfors came, and thofe of the invited 
guefts who were of the church. The huftand, who 
little imagined what had pafied, called for the 
nurfe to bring the child into the dining- roomi 
which fhe immediately did ; but, to the furprize 
o( the father, not drefled in the ricK mantle and 
laces he bad provided, nor at all proper for the 
occafion« On hishaftily demanding the reafon of 
this negleft, his wife^ who was then pretty well 
recovered, ftept forth, and, with a voice and air 
that expreiled a fplenetic fatisfa£lion, 1/ J had not 
thought^ faid (he, you would Jiand in need of the 
confolation of your friends for the difappointment I 
have given you^ Ijhould before have informed yoUp 
that the child has alrec^dy received the rites of bap- 
tifm^ and that his name is John i^^you may there^ 
fore make merry with your company^ I Jhall be in^ 
finitely contented^ as I know very well your church 
allows no fecond fprinkling^ 

. She had no.fooner ended what fhe had to fay, 
than. making a flight curtfy to thofe in the room* 
file retired again to her chamber, leaving not only 

K 3 hei; 
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her hufband, but every one preTent, too much 
confufed to be able to make any reply. 

The hufband a little recovering himfelf from- 
an aftonifhment, which it is impoffible to defcribe^ 
fell into an adequate rage ; and had not the pre->^ 
fence and admonitions of the right reverend pre- 
late reftrained him from giving a loofe to it» it is 
bard to know what might have been.tbeeflfeds. 

Scarce, however^ could he believe that (he 
had in reality prefumed to do as Ihe hadto'dhim ; 
but; on examining the fer^ants and finding tha^ 
fome perfons had been there the evening before., 
and were ihut up with, her- in her chamber ', and 
the nurfe confirniing it, by faying (he wa^fent for. 
a bafon of water, and not fuffered, after (he had. 
brought it, to come into the room till the com- * 
pany w^re gone, he no longer doubted of the 
truth. 

What a fcene of diftradion was now amonr 
them , inftead of the jollity that had been escpefled T 
*— None interceded with the incenfed hufband- 
for the offending wife, for befide the animc^ty 
which difference of principles excites, it was fcarce 
poiEble to fay any thing in vindication of fo unr 
advifed a ftep. 

Every body, however, ftaid till very late at 
night, under pretence of alleviating the melan- 
choly they fawhim ip, but indeed to prevent him. 
from being guilty of any raih adion, in return of 
the provocatidn he had received; nor did they 
part, till; he had given the biOiop all the folemn 
afiiuranc^ in the power of words^^. that he would 
not fee his wife till he had brought himfdf into a. 
temper to behave ts> her wkb moderation. 

Bur 
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But he found out a way to wring her heart* 
with an anguifli more lading,' and not lefs (harp' 
than what his owti fuAained: — -he kept his wordy 
kideed,-and neither went into the chalnberof his"' 
wife, nor fent any reproachfu 1 meflage to her, but 
went out early in the morilitig, provided a nurfe,* 
and on his return took his fon from the afms of 
berwhohad been hired to attend hioi, and com-' 
mitted him to the care of the per fon he brought' 
with him; then fent them both to a diftant re- 
lation of his own in the countlry, to whom ho' 
wrote an account of the whole dory, with an in- 
treaty^ that the child might be brought up there 
for a time, without any mention vA\o he was, in' 
order that the mother (hould be able to get na^ 
iRtelligence concerning him. 

Al-l this was done before fhe awoke, but the' 
iTrft word fhe fpoke being to hid the perfon who 
watched by her to bring in the- child, fhe was 
fbon convinced of the cruel revenge her husband' 
Ifad taken : -^ on her fending to b^ he would let 
ber know how he had difpofed of him, his anfwer 
1/9ZSj where Jhejhouid never fee him m9re. This,- 
and perhaps the confcioufnefs how little (he de- 
ferved to be treated otherwife, threw her into* 
tfonvulfions, which were very near depriving her* 
of life. 

During the time her indifpo(ition continued; > 
though he had the beft phyftcians to attend her, 
and fufFered her to know the want of nothing pro- 
per for her condition, yet not all the repeated 
meflages (he fent to him, nor the intreaties.her 
friends and kindred made in her behalf, could pre* 
vail on him to fee her once. 

It is certain, that in general our fex have 
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liearis lefs obdurate than tbe men : this unhappy 
Jady was no fooner able to quit her chamber, tha« 
(he ilew to that of her husband, heariag he was 
at home -, and by her fo fuddenly appea/ing before 
him, gave him not power to Ihun her. — Her ia- 
tent, as {he has fince declared, was to throw ber- 
f^if at his feet) intreat his pardon, and a recon- 
ciliation ; but he would not allow her time even 
to fpeak, for the moment he faw (he was there, 
all the fury which be had conceived againft her, 
on the fir A knowledge of her offence, rekindled 
in his breaft, and with a look that darted daggers 
on her iT^ZJnwortbf and ungrateful woman ! cried 
he, mhat devil has prompt id you to ten^t my jufi 
refentment ? — ■ Begone ^ continued be, or I knwr 
not what your hateful prefence may provoke me to^ 

Qn this fhe drew back, and before &e had 
well pafTed tbe door, be clapped h after her, and 
fliut hifhfelf in. To be received in this manner^ 
when fhe came full fraught with bumble fentt- 
ments, made her now look on berfelf as the moft 
injured *peribn ^^^Vitty harfli expreffion he had 
made ufe of to her in tbeir former quarrel nour 
recoiled upon her mind, and joined with thofe(he 
had now heard from him^ turned her all into in- 
dignation : -— fhe fent to her friends, to confuk 
with them how fhe fhould behave in fo perplex* 
ing a dilemma ; fome of whom advifed her ta 
quit the houfe, and fue him for a feparate main- 
tainance> as they faid fhe mighl juftly do on his 
jefufiiig her his bed and company, and alfo oblige 
him to difcover where he had placed tbe child. 

This laft article prevailed with her ; {he foli- 
lowed their council vfi every things and though 
while the law-fuit was carrying on, thofe re- 
btions on both {Ides who had any {hare of mo-^ 

deration,^ 
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deration, endeavoured to nuke up matters between 
them, it was all in vain, a mutual difguft had 
now taken the place of that violent paffion they 
had once felt for each other, and it is difficult to 
fay, which was moft averfe to a reconciliation. 

The caufc, however, was never brought to a 
public trial; fo far their friends prevailed, per- 
ceiving the chicanery of thofc who had the bare 
of it : — he confented to do even more than the 
law Would have obliged him to, had it been ma* 
naged fairly, but it was not till after greater fums 
had been expended on both fides, than the circum** 

fiances of either could well fupport. 

* 

The infant died, perhaps, for want of a mb-> 
ther's watchful care, before the af&ir between his- 
unhappy parents was determined, each accufmg 
the other's obftinacy as the caafe of his fa early. 
fate, and grief increafed their hatred. 

Fate, for a punifliment perhaps of their tranf- 
greflion, had not yet permitted either to be re- 
leafed by the death of the other ; — each drags a 
folitary widowed life, publickly avowing the error 
of their choice, and in private, it is po^ble, coih- 
demning that of their own obfiinacy. 

End ffth0 Sixteenth Book. 
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BOOK xvn. 

E are infonned, that the letter figned- 
y^rBt -^fnania^ inferted in our laft^ has made 
fome noife in town ; and that her huf- 
band, who it feems is a conftant rea- 
der of tbefe lucuhrationsj is fo much incenfed 
a^inft her for the public complaint ihe makes of 
his behaviour, that the difagreement which vms 
before between them, is now increafed, even to a 
mutual tendency towards a reparation;, but the' 
the lady herfelf was the beft judge what confe- 
quences were likely to attend the gratification of 
her requeft, and the FemaU SpeSfator can incur no 
blame for having complied with it, yet we could 
wi(h things had taken a different turn, and that 
one, at leaft, of that unhappy pair, would have 
been convinced, by their own reafoo,. as well as- 
hy our arguments, that a too &n&, and tenacious 
adherence to particular forms, in fome cafes, and 
with fome tempers, not only betrays a greater 
want of judgment, but alfo may happen to occa- 
fion more mifchievous effefls, tnan any are to be 
apprehended in the receding from them. 

When both parties are, however, equally dcr 
termined to maintain their different opinions, tho* 
at the expence of all that love and tendemefs each 
has a right to expeS from the other, and inftead 
of living together in any manner conformable to 
their vows before the altar, it is the judgment of 
every member of our club, that it is a lefs vio» 
lation of the facred ceremony which joined their 
hands, to feparate intirely, than it is to continuc^ 
in a ftate« where, to pcrfons mutually diflatif-, 

ficd, 
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ficd, the moft trifling words or aftions will by 
each be looked on as frefh matter of provocation. 

It muft be acknowledged that nothing can be 
more melancholy than fuch a crifis : — a parting - 
of this nature, if either of them retain the leaft 
remains of that afFe£tion which iirft brought them * 
together, muft to him, or her, who preferves it, 
be even worfe than that of death ; becaufe it is the 
"work of choice, the other of necef&ty, and nothing > 
is to be afcribed to the unkindnefs of the pcrfon - 
beloved. We muft all fubmit to fate, and thofe 
moft prove their virtue and their fortitude, who " 
behave with moft patience and refignation under 
its decrees i but where there is a living reparation < 
between a hufband and a wife, though it foe by 
mutual confent, the one is apt think, that the 
other urged and provoked a quarrel for no other^ 
motive than in the hope of getting rid, by that 
means, of a companion who no longer had -the ' 
ppwer of pleaiing. 

Buf how much foever the wturld may coiiitoi* 
fiefrate, or condemn an incident of this nature, there - 
hkvQ been inftances of its producing the moft for- * 
tunate events : — we are frequently deceived by a 
prefent hurry of paffion, fo far as not to be fehfi-*' ' 
ble what pafles in our own hearts t — nothing is *• 
more common than for us to imaginie we hatc- 
wbat in reality is moft dear to us.- — Sergiui is a ' 
very handfomeman; but of fo unaccbuntaUe and ' 
peevilh a difpofition, that though he married Urdn'^ ; 
ihi^ 2l celebrated beauty, merely for love, (be had * 
not been his wife, two months before he gave her • 
caufe to think' herfelf the moft unhappy woman ' 
breathing : — he; on his fide; was no lefs difcon- ' 
tinted ; >all the paffion ibe long had felt for him, 
and which was not at all inferior to that which 

I^-^- induced'! 
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induced him to make choice of her, could notena- * 
ble her to fupport his treatment : — (he returned 
his ill-humour with intereft ; — there was a fatal: 
parity in their tempers^ which would fuffer neither 
of them to agree to any thing but what was firft- 
propofed by themfelves : — both took a pleafure 
in contradidlion ; both were equally impatient un- 
der it ; each thinking the right of being obliged 
was folely in themfelves, neither of them would 
condefcend to oblige the other: Sergiusy as he 
was the hufband, thought he ought to be obey'd ;. 
and Aranthe expeSed the fame complaifance from 
him, as when he was a lover : and this mutual 
difappointment feem'd to ^ have extinguifli'd all 
manner of tendernefs on both fides. — Not only 
the world, which faw the contentions between 
them, believed they heartily hated each other, but 
alfo they themfelves imagined fo,. and wi{h*d, with 
iio lefs ardency, that there was a poiSbility of 
breaking the bands which join'd them, than they 
had formerly done to be united in them. 

In fine, their animofities at length arrived to^ 
fiich a heigh t> that there were no longer any rules 
of decency obfcrv'd between them, and the ill 
life they palsM together, became fo notorious, that 
the friends on both fides thought it much better 
to feparate,.than continue to diflrad all about them< 
with continual clamours. 

The thing was propofed to each apart from 
the other, and both teftifying their approbation, 
Sirgius confented to allow Aranthe^ who brought 
but a very fmall fortune, an annuity out of his 
cftate for her fupport ; — and fhe entered on her 
part into an engagement, for the fulfilling of which 
oneLofher kindred became furety , that file ihould 
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c0ntT2L& no debt3 ia his name, nor any other way/ 
moleft him.. 

Thus they were parted with all the form that 
could he, exclufive of a divorce, which neither of 
them had any pretenc? to fue for. , 

For a while they feemed highly fatlsfied -with 
what they had done, and declared in all company 
wherever they came, that the day which feparated 
them, afforded a joy more exquifite, as well as 
more reafonable, than they felt on that which hai 
Xoined them. 

Each really thought that the being freed from 
^eir late difagreeable fituation, was the greateft 
bleffingthat Heaven, as they were circumftanGed,. 
could have beftowed upon them ; but how little 
they knc^y ©f themfelves.in this particular, a fliort 
time evinced. 

The rage and the difgufl: which both hzdb 
fmagined they had reafon to conceive againft each 
other, being evaporated by mutual revilings, and 
hatred no longer finding any fuel to fupport its 
fire, funk, by degrees, into a calm, which had the 
appearance of indifference, but, in effeft, was far 
from being fo : -^ their cooler tlipuglits enabling: 
them to refleft on all that had pafled between 
them, thofe offences which before had feemed of 
enormoi s fize, now loft much of their magnitude,, 
and ftill decreafcd, as ihey the more confidered 
the provocations which excited them. 

BoT H having leifure to examine mto their owa 
condufl, each found enough in it to condemn, 
and confequently to excufe that of the other j and 
abfence fully convinced them of that, which it is. 

bardlj;;^' 
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hardly probable tbejr. would ever have been feofi- 
ble of had they, continued Cogger. 

Good fenfe, whkh neither of them was defi- 
cient in, now they had leifure to exert it» having • 
utterly conquered thofe little peevilh humoun and:' 
unruly paiBons, which had occafioned their dis- 
agreement, memory and recolkdion brought the j 
hours of their firft courtfhip back *. — - every tea* 
dcr preflure, — every foft conceffion9 — fcadi 
fond defire, . — each agonizing fear, which either 
bad experienced, returned to the refpedive breaft : 
w- Srrgius would <^ten> cry out to himfelf^ How | 
charming was then Aranthe ! ff^. did I urge ber 
once gentle nature ^ and by my harjbnefs become tbe 
dejiroyer of a hafpinefs / would have died totur^ 
chafe ! — Wl?y^ faid Aranthe ilghing, did 1 n^ 
conftder the worth ^^ the honour of my hufianis 
foul ! — Why did 1 provoke him to renounce that 
lave J>e ^nce had fir tne !' 

In a word, the mutual tendemcfs' they at firft 
had felt for each other, flill lived in both their 
hearts, though it had Teemed dead, and recovering 
the fame ftrength and energy as before, made both ] 
now doubly wretched in a too late repentance ; 
fince neither knew the other was pofTefTed of ade- 
quate fentimehts, and defpairedofever being a fe- 
cond time able to infpire them* — Sergius now 
knew he loved Aranthe^ but believed himfdf tb^ ^ 
obied of her hate ; and Aranthe was too fure (he \ 
doated on Sergius^ who, (he doubted not, thougbt 
on her with contempt and deteftation^^ 

-This opinion, which indeed feemed reafooabfe 
enough, prevented all attempts on either iide for 
a reconciliation : on the contrary, they ihunncd 
all places where there was a likelihood of ibeir ^ 

meecings. \ 
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meeting^ and chance had not yet befriended them) 
£0 fiar, as to bring them together withoiU their: 
feekingit.. 

It>was indeed juft they fhould have 0me time 
of pennanceforthe follies they had been guilty of ; , 
but at lail the hour arrived which was to put a 
final period to their anxieties, and render them 
much more happy, not only than they could ever 
expe& to be, but alfo than they would have been 
had never any ruptute happened between thenu 

Se L r^ convid^ of their errors, .the reflexion ■ 
how madly they had thrown away all that could 
give them anv fatisfadion,. made both of them 
extremely melancholy.— Sergius^.%o conceal his 
from the obfervation of the world, pafTed mofl of 
his time in the country ; and when he was in 
town, pretended bufinefs kept him from going to 
any of thofe gay direrfions he had been ufed to • 
frequent >^Arantht^ taking no longer any plea- 
fure in the living, grew fond of converting among 
the dead, and went almoft every day into Wifl^ 
min/fn-'Jibeyy zmufing herfelf with reading the. 
infcriptions on the tombs. 

SERGWS one day happened to wander into 
that famous repofitory of the pompous, dead, and i 
before he was aware, caikie up clofe to Aranthe^ 
without feeing or being feen by her, till they even . 
jofUed 2S they met $ fo deeply were both involved 
in contemplation : — each flarted at the^unlooked- 
for prcfence of the other, but had not power to 
draw back above two or three paces, though (a» - 
they have fmce confefled) both had it in their* 
thoughts to do it. 

jtRJNTHEf hid Sergiw^ in the utmoft 

con- 



232 7J/ F E M A L E Book l^. 

confuCon : Sergius ! cried Aranthe^ with a feul- 
tering voice : — no more was faid on either &|c, 
but their eyes were fixed intent upon each othef s 
face, till Aranthe^ too weak to fupport the vio- 
lent emotions which that inftant -overwhelmed 
her foul, was ready to faint, and obliged to lean 
againft a pillar of the church, near which it was 
her good fortune to ftand : — Ssrgius obferved 
the condition {he was in, and quite diflblved in 
tendernefs, flew to her, and took her in his arms: 
— O Jranthe ! cried he, is itpoJJibU that the fight 
of me has this effe£l upon you ! O Sergius, an- 
gered fbe, V3t once loved each other / liaw happy 
was that time ! refumed he ; and would have faid 
fomething more,, if the rifing paifion had not 
choaked the utterance of his words ; but the ten* 
der grafp, with which he flill held her inclofed, 
was fufEcient to inform her how much he regretted 
that time fhe mentioned had ever been inter* 
rupted. 

JRANTHEy far from oppoiing his embrace, 
reclined her head upon his breaf^, and wetted it 
with tears : O, Aranthey faid Sergiu4y as foon as 
he had power to fpeak, // was no fault of thine 
that parted us : — nor ofyoursy cried flie fighingy 
I confefs myjelfthe file aggrejor. — ^at is tO0 
mucky replied he, for it was 1 alone that was to 
^blamen 

• 

Some company, who were coming to fee the 
tombs, appearing at a diftance, obliged him to 
quit tlut endearing pofture, and they adjourn'd to 
a more retired part of the cathedral, and fat down 
together on a ftone, where each condemning 
themielves for what had happened, and intirely 
abfolving the other of all errors, never was a more 
gerfe<3 reconciliation. 



Book r;. SPCETATOR. ajj 

They went together to the houfe of S^rgiusy 
and the uncxpefled return of /rant he fiU'd all the 
fervants with a furprize wWcJh they were not able 
to conceal : — ; the row happy pair prefently ob- 
ferved it, and remembering with fhame, how much 
the family had fuiFer'd by their quarrels, doubted 
not but they were alarm'd at the apprehenfions 
of being ag^in involved in the fame confufion. 

To put an end, therefore, to all their anxieties 
on this fcore, — Be net uneajy, feid Sergius ; / 
knew not the value of the treafure I poJfefs*d in thh 
lady^ till I had loft it j hut it Jhall now he my en^ 
dea^cur to atone for all my pajl inadvertencies y 
andy by making her perfectly contented^ render aU 
about berfo. 

FORBEAR^ my dear^ rcjoin'd Aranthe^ /» 
lay thofe aecufations on yourjelfy which are a Ions 
my due .-— fwas too ignorant of my happtnefs^ a$ 
well as of my duty i hut my future behaviour JbaU 
cmvineeyou^ ourfervants^ and all who know m^ 
that I now am truly fenfible of my mijiakes. 

The ne;Kt day Sergius ordered a iinc collation 
to be prepar'd, to which all the friends on both 
files were invited^ to do honour to this reconci^ 
liation, which was call'd his fecond nuptials ; and 
both him and Aranthe repealed- over and over to 
the company what they had before avowM in the 
prcfence of their fervants, to the great fatisfaflion 
of every one, as well as to themfelves. 

Each was now indeed too fincerely fenfible 
wherein they had .done amifs, to relapfe into their 
former errors : — they have ever fince taken more 
pleafuie in cpndefcending to whatever they per- 

cwve: 
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ceive to be the inclination of each other^ than- 
ever they did in oppo&ng it. 

Seldom, however, does-one meet with a ca-- 
taftrope like this $ nor can it ever happen but 
where there is a very great fund of love on both' 
fides ; for, where the pailion is once totally cx> 
^nguifli'd, it is fcarce pof&ble ever- to rekiiuUe it^. 
and we fay with Moraty 

Tofiamei once poft I canmt backward move j* 
Call yefterdaj again ^ and I may love. 

' The partingj therefore, of perfons who have- 
bcen oncejoin*d in marriage, has in it fomething. 
extremely (hocking ; and, to add to the other mis- 
fortunes it infallibly brings on, is generally at^ 
tended with the lofs' of reputation^ on both hdes : 
»— if they behave with the greateft circumfpec^ 
tioh, they will ftill be fufpeded to have other en- 
gagements^ and, as many in ^ofe circumftances 
are really but too guiky,.thefe moft* inoocent- 
oannot keep themfelves from falling under the- 
like cenfure, and aU their virtue will be looi^d- 
upon no more than.as xviu well hid^ 

Since tSen to many tnconveniencies are tKie 
Aire effeAs either of living together in a mutual' 
difafFe&ion, or of feparatine intirdy, how care^ 
folly ought we to examine me principles, . fcnti* 
ments, and humour of the perfon we diink oP 
marrying^ before we^ enter into a ftate, which* 
there is no pofSbility of changing but by death,- 
or what, to thofe who have any (hare- of pru- 
dence, and fenfe of hononr^ muft be worfe than 
death»- 

DiP'riEEK-r opinaoos in.reli^ian are> iodced, 

of' 
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of all others die leaf): capable of a reconciliation :. 

it is not in nature for two people, who think eacb. 

other in the wrong in fo material a point, to agree 

long together, though they fhould endeavour to. 

do it ever fo ftrenuoufly. — The ftrongeft reafon, 

and the heft underftandlng, will hardly be abler 

always-to guard againflr the prejudice ofeducatioir,.. 

and thofe precepts inftill'd into ys in our early 

years of life i and tho' all who run the fame rifque 

vtrith that unfortunate pair^ whofe ftory I related 

in my laft, may^ by their being kfs biggotted^' 

not fall into ihe like calamities they did, nor even^ 

any thing adequate to thofe Jmnia laments, yet 

it IS ^Imoft impoffible but words, at fome time 

or other, will be let drop by one of them,, which 

will give umbrage to the other on thisaccount^. 

.and be the caufe of hearth-burnings and fecret- 

. murmurs, w«hich cannot fail to embitter all the. 

felicities of their union, if not quite diiTolve iti 

But I ihall now take my leav« of this iubicS :t 
-*- the inclofure of my pacquet affords yet one: 
mpre letter^ which has a right to be inferted^ as-, 
it^touches on a foible too common in both fexes». 
but more particularly afcribedu to thofe of my^ 
own. 

Tv tbt Female SPEeTATOR. 

Madai^, 

•* T T is a maxim • with> me, diat whatevifer is< 

* ^ needlefs is impertinent, and to make you any 
^ compliment on the laudablenefs of your under* 

* taking, or the judicious and agreeable manner in 

* which you execute it, would be no more than 

* to tell the world it is day-li^t when the fun ^ 
^ ihines in his full meridian fplendor : — - ever/ 
^ body is fenfible of, and confefles, the merit of. 

• your. 
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' your writings, and I am but one among the 

* million of your admirers 

* Be SIDE s> or I am very much deceived, I 
^ fee enough into your foul to know you .will be 
^ better pleafed even with the fmalleft hint that 

* may contribute to the ufefulnefs of your wori:, 

< than with any thing that could be faid in com« 

* mendation of it. 

* I MAY, however, acknowledge, that as in a 

< beautiful face there is fome one feature which 

* more particularly ftrikes the eye, fo in your late 
^ efiay of the diftin£Hon between gcod and had 
^ tajie^ there is fomewhat that affords fuperior 

* pieafure and improvement, — Yqu there, I 
' think, may be faid to have outdone yourl^; 

* and I cannot help believing, that immerged an 

* we are in folly and ftupidity, what you have 

* advanced in that piece -will have an cSoSt 00 

* many of your readers.- 

* Were there to be a-perfe£l redificatioa of 

* tafte, it would be impoifible for us to err in any 
^ one thing ; but tho' that would be to become 

* angels before our time) and cannot be attain* 

* able while on this fide the grave, yet does it be- ' 

* hove every one to come as near it as human 
^ nature will admit. 



* Y0XIK fcxi madam, whpfe beautiful forma- 
tion renders you half cherubial from your birth, 
have it in your power to appear altogether fo 
with a very little care. How great a pity is it 
th^n, when, inftead of in^proving thofe (±arms 
Heaven has fo bounteoufly endow 'd you wjth, 
you. dUguife, deform, and. very often entirely 
murder them ! — nay, take more pains to reii- 

« der 



^ 
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*'dcr yourfelves difagreeable, than you have ocCa- 
* Con to do to become- the moft compleat work 
« of the creation ! 

* The Female SpeHator has, indeed, remon- 
^ ftrated, that if half the ailiduity which is paid 
*• to the perforij were employ'd in embeliifliing the 
^ tnind^ women might ^afily vie with us men in 

* our mofl valuable accomplifliments \ but I am 

* forry to obferve, that there arc ladies, who, 

* though they read with' plcafure what they ima- 
^ gine is a compliment to their fex, make no man- 
« ner of progrefs towards their own particular dc- 

< fcrving it. . - - " 

* I AM very far from accufing the ladies of 

* any vicious propenAties ; — on the contrary, I 

< ]»elieve them much more free from any thing 
« can be called fo, than we in general are. What 

* I mean is, that they are too apt to miftake what 
^ is mofl becoming in thein, and by aiming to 

. ^ pUafe loo mucb^ make themfelves incapable of 

* f leafing at olL 

* It would be endlefs to repeat th^ various 

* artifices of the toilet ; nor can I pretend to be 

* perfedly acquainted with them, having never 

* yet been hleffed with a wife : -^ all I know is 

* from two fitters, who are yet both unmarried, 

* and I hope will continue fo, while they conti- 

* nue to thipk the fde glory of a woman confifts 

* in having fine things (aid to her, on thofe en- 

* dowments which can never render a reafdnable 
^ man happy, ahd which in time will bring her 

* into contempt, even with the very fop who pre* 
^ tends to admire her, 

r ~^ Put 
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^ But I defcend not (o low as to take notice 
'^ of the curling*ironS) the falfe locks, the eye* 
"^ brow-flaapevs, the pearl-cofoietic/ the i/tffiku 
-* red, or any of thofc injudicially called facc- 

* mending firatagetns, or even of the ftudied leer, 

* or the forced languor of the eye, nor of the 
<icrewed-up4nouth> or ftrakied pout of the uit- 

* der lip, nor of a thoufand other unnatural modes 
^ and geftures of the body, however ridiculous 
'* they who 'pradife them may appear ; but it is 

* that kind of affection in the manners, which, 
"* more than all I have mentioned, dq>riv6S them 
y of that refped 4hey would otherwife command 

* from our fex. 

* What I mean, is when thqr forget them* 
'* felves fo far as to imagine that uriiich was fcarce 

* pardonable in youth b agreeable in. maturity, or 
'^ even old age. 

^ When I fee a girl of fourteen or fifteen 
'^ always jumping, laughing, patting the man who 
^ talks to her on the (houlder, or frifking from 

* him, as if frighted at the fight of a perfon of a 
^ contrary fex, I Qnly think me has Ikill enough 
^ to know the difference between them, ^nd am 
^ not (hocked at her behaviour : when I find one 

'^ of five<uid-twenty playing the fame tricks, I 

* am aibamed and lorry for her .• — but when 

* the gambol continues to thirty, fopty, andfo ony 
^ what can be more prepoflerous ! 

* A WOMAN may have her charms in eveiy 
"^ fiage of life,, provided {he knows how to ma* 

* nage them. — Extreme youth plcafcs with its 
-^ fimplicityj — maturity excites our love with 
"• elegance of converratio#; and old age commands 
^ xe^c&9 mth its advice and chearful gravity. 
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< In a word, the fex can never be difagreeable 
'^ hut when difcretion is wanting.; and when it 

* is, the moft beautiful amo^g them can never 
^ retsun^ for any loQg fpace of time, either the 
^ )ove or efteem of a man of .true underftanding. 

< J WA:8 perfwaded, by a friend ofmme, to 
'^ go with him one day to vifit Ly/etta, a lady to 

* whom the world gave no very favourable cha» 
•^ rafiet:: -— rtbey faid ihe was a widow of he* 
•^ tween thirty and forty years of age, had a face 
•^ far from handfome, and was (6 very fat, that 
^ (he might paifs more far a Wapping landlady 
^ .than a perfon of condition j yet that (he had the 
^ canity to pretend to youth, beauty, and good 
^ (hape, and was, in mefi, one of the greateft 

* coquets of the age. 

^ PitEjUDiCEO with this idea, I went with« 
•f out imagining myfelf in any danger of becom* 
ing her captive $ but never was I fo much 
amazed, as when, inflead of the giddy, flutter-* 
ing old girl I Was made to exped, I found my* 
felf received in the politeft manner, by a lady 
who, though ihe feem'd about the years I waft 
inform'd^ had nothing about her of the decays 
of time i -— her features were not indeed the 
(ineft turii'd I had ev^r feen, but very regular, 
and b^ a certain fweetiiefs and compofure in 
them, which to me appeared amiable : — nei* 
ther was her bulk fo difagreeable as had been 
reprefented, becaufe (he feem'd to take no pains 
to conftrain it ; and her deportment, the whole^ 
time we ftaid, fach as malice itfelf could nQt 
accufe of any thing unbecoming her ciicum- 
fiances in the leaft refpe£t whatever. 

' Jv iine^ I thought her fuch as no man need 

^ be 
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* beaQiam'd to make the miftrds of his heart; 

< and though I cannot fay I was downright ift 

< love with her, I verily believe that feeing licr a 

* few times more Juch as the then was, would 

* have made me fo. 



< I COULD not help reproaching my friend 
for the report he had made of this lady, who, 
I told him, I could find no wav anfwerable to 
it i to which he replied, that ne had faid no 
worfe than what was faid by all that knew her, 
but that he confefs*d he was a little furpriz'd, 
for he had never before feen her either look or 
behave fo well, and that he could not imagine 
what had wrought fo great a change in her /or 
the better. 

« 

^ I TOOK little notice of what he faid, as to 
that point, not doubting but (he had always 
been the fame, though he pretended the con« 
trary : — eager, however, to be convinced, I 
fome time after a(kM him if he would take me 
with him again to make her a fecond viHt : — 
he readily complied with my requeft, and told 
me, that if (he always behaved in the fa(hioa 
(he did when I was there before, he fhould 
think her a very converfable woman. - 

• Wb found her at home^ and my acquain- 
tance fending up his name, (he ran to receive 
us at the top of the ilair-cafe : — O^ my dear 
Sir Johiiy bawl'd (he out, (with a voice as dif- 
ferent from that flie fpoke in when I faw her 
firft, as a quail-pipe from a lute) 1 defpair^d of 
ever feeing you again : — why I was a la moit 
when you were here lajiy — half dead with the 
vapoursy "and fo hideoufly grave that I wa$ 
fnough to fright you, 

« rou 
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• TO V have y however J recover^ d your fpirits^ 

* Ifee^ replj'd fir John \ giving a look at me> 

* who-wasaftoniflia at the difference m the fame 
< woman, more than T remember to have ever 

* been in my whole life. 

• - 

' ^ By this time we wcrfe all got into the dtning- 

* roott) but, good gods 1 Whara hoyden \ What 
*" afFedation of youth ! -=-How did (he aim to 

* give a Ipring fometimes to one window, fome- 

* times to another : — her legs, indeed, would 

* have performed their office well enough, bat 
^ her unwieldy hips came wadling after, like 
^ two paniers on the back bf a mule. 

• As to the difcourfe (he entertain'd us with, 
I will give you a part in her very words. — 
Sir John, you and your friend Jhall fqnire me t§ 
Ranelagh to-night ; but pn our faying we were 
cngag'dat another place,— Hang you^ faid fhe> 
youjhould not go with me tfyou would '^ •— / will 
fend for Mr* ■ ; No^ now I think on itj 

I wiil have my Lord M ■ ■■■: PFhat a fool I 
am t6 forget Sir Thomas : — jfye^ ^ye^ he /hall 
go with me ; it will make his wife go mad^ poor 
wretch / Then clofed her fine fpeech with a 
ha ! ha t ha f loud enough to have fet all the 
dogs ifi the neighbourhood a barking. 

• From this ihe run into t^ing us of a coun- 
try Tquire who had hang'd htmfelf in his own 
barn, on feeing her take fnuff out of the par* 
fan's box ; th»n gave us a detail of a thoufand 
fine thiiigs (he had 'lately bought ; — rarird 
a^inft the war which threatened the prohibit 
tion of cambricks ; — wifh'd all the Papijls^ 
except the queen of Hungary^ at the DevH\ — 
cried up Sullivan'^ finging an Ranelagh ; fald 

Vol., III. L * nothing 
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^ nothing in Cod's laft auSion was worA a 

< groat ; rq)eated two half ftanza's of a fong 
' made on a lady at Scarborough Spaw; and 

< amidft this medky of incoherencies intorfperfed 
*' fo much of her own af£ciirs, as to let us know 
^ that thf banker, who had mod d^ her fortune 
' in hk hands, had like to have made a break, 
' and that the news oi his being gone off, had 
^ put her into that fojenm humour fir John had 
^ found her in at his laft vifit. 

. < He could not, on her relating this, help con- 
' gratulating her, that fhe receiv'd inteUigence 
^ early enough to lodge her money in more fafe 

* hands. •— Aye^ cried fhe, it was lucky j IJhould 
f have been obliged otherwife to have taken up with 

* feme fellow of quality or another in order tofup* 

* port my equipage : — ha^ —7- would not that have 

* been a mortifying thing ^ ^^ Then tum'd her 
^ eyes into a half fquint* . 

'But, madaiQ, had you feen the thoufand 
' different gefturcs, with which this inundation 
' of impertinence was accompanied, you would, 
' doubtleis, have blu£b'd for her : fometimes ihe 
' would thraw her&If back in her chair% and ex* 

* tend her arms, with two fiils at the end of 

* them, each of which was big enough to fell an 
' ox ; fometimes again they were contraded, 
^ and the ihoulders, which, indeed, nature had 

* placed pretty near the ears, were .thruft up to 
< meet them quite, i^ what, I fuppofe, flie thougbt 
^ a. genteel (hrug J but the motion I perceived me 
' moft delighted herfelf in, ^as difplaying her 
^ plump and well jointed fingers, in continually 
' putting in order the curls that hung down in 
^ hpr neck, ^nd making them perform the office 



-« 
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^ of a comb) in ftraitening or buckling the hair 
« at pleafure. ' 

* In fine, ftich a lump of aflFe£bttion and im^ 

* pertinence, as (he now appearM to me, quite 

* wearied mjr patience,^ and made me pluck fir 

* John by the fleeve two or three times, in or- 
^ der to engage him to fhorten his vifit, before Z 

* coutd prevail on him to do it} —which, he. 

* afterwards own'd, was malice in him, and that 

* he kept me there in order to revenge the litde 
^credit I had given to his charaSer of this lady, 

who, indeed, I^ was now convinced, merited 
much more than he had faid, or that, in efibfty 
^ was in the power of any words to deibribe. 

* Fr om her houfe we went to a tavern^ 

* where he was extremely merry on me for the 
^ difappoiHtment I had received, and rallied me 
^ in a manner which, I muft confds, I truly de« 
^ ferved, for imagining I could difcover more of 

* a woman by being one hptnr in her company, 

< than he, who was a man that knew the town 
^ as well as my&lf, coald be able to do in an ac- 
^ quaintance <^ ibme years. 

* We fdl, however, by degrees, into more 
^ ferious converfation, and could not forbear la- 

^ menting the unhappy propenfity this womatt 

< had to gaiety, and the little care flie took in 
^ dillinguilhing between what would render her 
^ amiable or ridiculous, as it was really in her 

< power, to make herfelf either the one or the 

* other. 

* He own'd with me, that fhe was perfe£Uy 
^ defirable the iirft time I faw her $ and I ac- 

La * quiefced 
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^ iiui^ced as readily with him^ that (he wa^oB. 

* my fecond Vifit the very reverie. 

* Ths misfortunes, which it feems (be wai. 

* appreheniive of failing iiuo, h^d taken off all 
^ that iierceQ^fe and wanton roll of her eyes 

* wbi^h I had juft now feen in them^ and which 
' appears fo difagreeable^ and given ^ certain 

* compofednefs to all her features at that time, 
. ^ which was in&iitely becoming i but thoTe feais 

* onc« removed, (he relapsed again into her for- 
, ^ mer follies affd became .as defpicable as fsver* 

^ ^ Thbrb are» doubtlefiit good Female Spdfa* 
' to^% f^otp women, befide the lady I have beea 

* {peaking of j who muft be miferdbU before tbev 
^^ can bf^ 9)ade happy^ and be brought to think 
^ themfejves dififgrjtiakUy before tb^ can be 
^ tbought h^dfome by others. 

*^ Yov may poffibly have heard of a young 
^ creatute of the town, known nK)re by the 
^ nanie of the Kitten^ than by that fhe deriv«f 

* frjcm h^ f^her ; ^^ ihe was youngs es^tremelir 

* ilender, and had jMall and fine pippordon'J 

* limbs, and the little anticks with which ihc 
^ diverted her cuftom^rs, -were becoming enou^ 
f in one of her age aiyl circumftances ; hut, 
< when a wonian of fortune ^ condition, tho' 

* ihe be even young and well m;ide, condeicenifc 

* to play the Kitfen^ and ape one of (hofe wretches, 
f' who behave in that manner only for bread, tb^ aj 
^ muft have pore complaifance fer the fex than 
^ 1 pretend to, that can treat them vrith any cl«* 
^ gree of rcfpeft. 

f Ho w ffoulyly abfurd is it then, when p«op/« 
^ pf ^n aijvanccd age ^d grofs body, give thcm- 

• < fdvfJ 
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*' felves thofe childifh and afFe£led airSj thereby 

* lofing all the praifc of what they are, by cA- 
^ deavouring to excite praifc for what they a/V 
'^ not J nor can ever be. 

* Had the lady I hav^s mention' J beeri iti reii' 

* lity deprived of all that we call the goods of' 

* fortune, (he would certainly have been eftim- 
*f able for thofe which are peculiarly the gifts of 

* Heayen and nature, a reafonable foul and a 

* graceful perfon. -*- While under thofe anxieties,, 

* fhe doubtlefs had th« power of thought and rc- 

* fleflipn, and the too volatile part of her confti*^ 
^ tution being abated, made her look and s^St a» 
^ fhe ought ; but the misfortune was, that thefe 

* apprehenfions were no (boner removed than {h0 
^ relapsM again into her former felf, and became' 
^ as giddy, as vain, and as truly contemptible as 

* ever. 

* But when I lat down to write to the FemaU 

* SpeGator^ it was not my intention to dwell oa 
^ any individual per&n ; and I know not how I 
< have been led into a prolixity, on the mention 

* of this lady, which I am far from being pleafed 
^ with myfelf ; but as th^ picture I have dfawa 

* for her may bear a refemblance of niany others , 

* it may go fome way towards anfwtriug the end. 
^ I have in view. 

* Which is, madam, to prevail with the latfics 
' to be as well fatisfied with themfelves at fifty 

* as at fifteen ; to convince them that there art 
*' charms, which are not in the power of the old 
*' gentleman with the fey the and hour-glafs to 

* mow down ; and that it is entirely their own 

* fault if they do not find him in reality more a 
^ friend than an enemy, fincet for one perfe£Uon 

L 3 « bo 
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he deprives them of, they may, if they pleafe, 
receive a thoufand from him^ 

* I AM always very much concern'd when I 
(ee a kdy deje^ed and miferable in her mind at 
the firft approach of a wrinkle In her face ; apd 
more induftrious to conceal the fmalleft creafe 
about her eyes, than (he would be to heal the 
largeft fear in her reputation ^ but I am yet 
more troubled, when gonfcious of her age, and 
the decays it has brought on, ihe thinks to hide 
it from the world by aflumlng the air, drtfs^ 
and behaviour of youth, and afFef^s to be at 
forty, what, if the has conunon fenfe, (he would 
have been afliam'd to be at five and twenty, 

* ITet this is fo reigning a foible among the 
fair, that were they all to wear vizard- mafks, 
there would be no pofEbility of diftinguifhing 
the beldam from her great grand-daughter. For 
my part, I expe6l nothing more than that, to 
a little tinie, the old ladies will wear hanging- 

'(leeve coat!", and bibs and aprons, as well as 
little round ear'd caps and curls in their necks* 

* Btr as all this proceeds merely from the 
terror of being thought old, I defpair of feeing 
the ladies a£t m a more reafonable manner, till 
they* can reconcile themfelves to fubmit to thofe 
different ftages which nature has allotted, and 
which they may equally be agreeable i% if they 
take proper methods to be fo. 

* I KNOW no doflrine which would more be- 
come you to inculcate into your fair readers, 
nor that would preferve them fo efFedJually 

' againft falling into errors of all kinds. In ex- 
peflation therefore that you will vouchfafe this 

^ a place 
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< a place in your next lucubrations^ and aJd 

* fomething of your 0wn on the occafion, I re- 

* main, with the nK)ft perfefl: veneration, 

« Madam, 

* Your moft hutnblty and 

^ Moji devoted fervanty 

' J. U. 

It is to fae wilh^, indeed, that the character 
this gentleman has giv^n us, under the name of 
LyfettOy might not be afcrib'd to a great number 
of our fex ; and that the impartiality the Female 
Spectator has promifed to obferve, would^ have 
permitted us to have fiifled, under the pretence 
of its being a perfonal reSeftion, a piece of fatire, 
which we fear will be look'd upon as but too 
generaL 

What is there, after all,, that is fo terrible in 
being known to have more years over our heads 
than We had twenty years ago ? — Is not the de- 
fire of a long life natural to us all ? — Is it not 
the wilh of our beft iriends, and the compliment 
of our politeft acquaintance ? — Why then do we 
murmur at attaining it f — endeavour as much 
as we can to conceal we have arrived at it, and 
run back into all the follies of youth, to cheat the 
di&ernment of thofe tliat fee us^ and give the lye 
to time ? 

How vain alfo is the attempt ! — Deeemher^s 
froft might as eafily afTume the livery of gaudy 
May^ as fifty look like fifteen : yet both feafons 
have their pleafures, and as we provide warnx 
clothes and fire to defend u& againft the blafts of 
winter,, fo, if we take care betimes to lay in a^ 

L 4 ftocfc 
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fiock of knowledge and experience, age vrill find 
fufficient in itCdH to'compenfatc for ifae lofs d 
youth. 

The joys afforded by tbe one are fleeting, 
burrj'ing, and fenfual ; that of the other perma- 
nent, fclid^ and ipiritual, fays a- celebrated French 
author. And the truth of h'S words I am ccnfr- 
iicnt will be ccnfcffed by all thofe, who, having 
indulged the gaieties of ycuth, know hoA¥ to im- 
prove tbe advantages of riper years. 

Th£ afFe£)ation of appearing younger, than wc 

are, is certainly the m^^ft grofs ef any we can be 

guilty of ; bcCau(e it includes in it all thofe dlt- 

f erent kinds, which,. £ngly piadifed, render a 

.9w*rfon ridiculous.^ . 

But I think our correfpondent in the cha- 
racter of Lyjittay whether real or feigned, ba» 
funxned up every thing that can be laid on this 
head, in regard to our fex^ except that efuvj^ 
which an abfurd ambition of being thought le6 
oki than we are, naturally excites in us againfialt 
Who are. younger than ourfelves in effed, or that 
tipp^ar fo by having more delicate compl^cions, 
or features, lefs iub}ei^ to the decays of time* 

I MUST confefs I have been an eye-witnefs of 
indances, which, if I had not been fo, wouM 
have been incredible to me on the report of 
others }. wherein this paifion has been carried to 
fuch a height in fome Women, as to make them 
hate even their •wn daughters, only for being 
pofTeHed of that bloom y^htch themfelves had 
loft- 
How 
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How cruelly then may we expeft fuch womeA 
will deal with all thofc of their acquaintance, lefs 
advanced in years ! — • How many thoufand faultsr 
will blackening envy find, or invent to deftroy, as 
much as poiEble, all the good opinion the world 
has of them ! — DetraSion will lefleh the merit 
of the moft confpicuous virtues ; defkmktlon mif- 
reprefent thofe of a more doubtful kind ; and ma- 
lice magnify every little error to a mountainous 
extent* 

It is hard to (ay, whether the folly or tfie 
Wickednefs of fuch a difpofition is moft predo- 
minant : -— fure nothing can be more abfufd, thin* 
to imagine ourfelves enriched by our neighbour't 
ploverty ; nor can any thing be more fiend-like, 
than to take pleafure in the ruin of othn*?. ' 

There requires but a commori (hafe of un- 
derftanding, methinks, to fhew us^ that it is not 
by the jnerit of others, but our owni that we ai'e 
judged. — Shall I be the more virtuous becaufe 
another is difcovercd to be vicious ? — * Will the 
defers of other people's features render my oWn 
more lovely ? — Wild imagination ! How can any 
one impofe thus upon themfelves ? 

If every one, inflead of endeavouring to ejt-' 
pofe all the faults of her acquaintance, arid de- 
preciating all their perfe£iions, would endeavour" 
to regulate her own condudl and behaviour, ^I- 
dare anfwer, let her face be ever fo plain, or her 
years ever fo much advanced, (he will fuffer 
nothing from the world on the fcore o{ her age 
and uglinefs : — every imperfedion of the perfon 
will be fwallowed up and loft in obferving the 
beauty of the mind and manners, and all who 
IfenKJw will both cfteem and love her,— As we ufcd 

L 5 t^* 
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to (ay of a celebrated a£trefs, who, with all the 
difadvantages of a bad voice, and worfe perfon, 
became the greateft ornament of the ftage, that 
fie flayed away her face and voice : fo, whoever 
ads up to the charader Heaven has placed her in 
life, and does not deviate from reafon and from 
nature, will havefuch attractions in her behaviour, 
as will entirely take oiF the attention from any 
perfonal blemimes or decays, be they ever fo great. 

O, THAT it were poffible for my whole fex 
to be convinced -of this great truth, and it then 
never would be faid there was an old or an ugly 
woman in the world. Our converfation would 
be alwa3's fought with eagernefs, and no man 
would quit our company, but with a defire to re* 
enjoy it. 

This reflexion is fu£5cient, one would ima* 
gine, to make every woman take thofe methods 
of pleafing, which alone have the power of doing 
it : — the defire of rendering ourfelves agreeable 
to fociety, is no lets laudable than it is natural ; 
but no woman of underftanding would wifli to 
receive applaufe for thofe very things, which, flie 
is confcious in herfelf, rather deferve cenfure. — 
It is only the thbughtlefs coquet, who is delighted 
with praife?, which, fhe may eafily pcrcfeive, if 
not too much blinded by her vanity, are as far 
from being meant by the peribn who fpeaks them, 
as they are from being juft. 

But, as ridiculous as little kinds of afFediation 
are in our fex, they are yet lefs fupportable in 
the other. — When a man, with all the advan- 
tages of a liberal education, a general converfaticn 
in the world, and who ought to know that his 
kail merit is a handfome face, ihall tremble at a 

pimple. 
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pimple, and be alarm'd at the very thought of a- 
wrinkle; how ftrangdy does he degenerate fronv 
the intent of nature ! 

Yet, that fuch may be feen every day faun-' 
^ing in the prk, aficourt, at all our great coffee-- 
houfes,.and m moft puHic places, I believe none 
of my readers need to be told. 

It has often made me fmilc to myfelf to hear 
fome men, who in other things have a great fhare 
of underftandfng, are' yet fo vrezk in this, that 
whenever any tranftflion is mention'd that hap- 
p'en'd in the time of their youth, they artfully 
pretend not to be perfeflly acquainted with it, and 
afk a thoufand impertinent queftions, ' that the 
company may believe they had not then attain'cfc 
to a fufficient age to be capable of remembring 
any thing concerning it, and think themfejves hap- 
py if they can by this ftratagem^ drop a few of 
the years they have pafs'd over. 

In finei though long life is a bleffing dfefir'd 
and pray'd for, by every one, we fliall find few 
willing to acknowledge the attainment of it; and 
of all the gifts that Heaven beftows, this is the leAft 
boafted of, though Mr. TValUr fo juftly fays of the 
laft years of a long life 

Thi foul with noble refolutlom deck^d^ 
The body ft ooptngy does herfelf ereSf y 
Clouds of affections from our youltger eyes , 
Conceal that happinefs which age def cries* 
The mind^s dark cottage^ battered and decay* d^ 
Lets in new light through chinks that time hath 

made : 
Stronger by weaknefs^ wifer men hecoTTCe^ 
As they, draw mar to their eternal h9?ne, 

L 6 J^'^'^^^ 
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But, however we may reafon on this occa£oo, 
there is fomewhat of an irkfomenefs to growisg 
old, which few people are wife enough to keep 
tbemfelves from feeling, and fewer yet have pru' 
dence enough to cononl. — « Whether this is im- 
planted in nature or not, I will not take upon me 
10 determme abfolutely } but may venture to gire 
It as my opinion, that, to what Iburce foever 
owing, it may be conquered by a due refle£lionoD 
the many folid advantages vdiich age beftows, aixl 
is wholly our own fault if we do not enjoy. 

I MIGHT add too,, that the neceffity of fub- 
milting to the lavirs of nature, ibould inake usen- 
^eavour to be eafy under a change, which we 
know all wuft fuiFer, if not ciit fhort by an un- 
timely fate I but refignation is not a virtue every 
one can pra£tife, thofe only who have the feeds of 
true piety in their hearts are capable of it, and 
fuch Aand in no need of admonitions : — as to 
others, all that can be urged,«may be fummed op 
in this ihort maxim, 

UCfTtocffeSi the manners of youth^ and thm 
old age will neither he burthenfome to ourfehes, ner 
dl^eajing to th&fe about ut. 

I SHALL therefore fay no more on this head: 
I believe my readers expert I ihoidd now perform 
the promife made in the lad but one of thefe ef- 
fays, and give an aceount in what manner our 
little fociety pafs'd our time, in the ramble wC 
took two months ago into the country. 

As we went to the feat of one of the moft ac- 
compli(h'd perfons upon earth, we could not fail 
of being elegantly ent^rtain'd ; but the weather, 
which the whole fununcr has feem'd as if the 

- courfc 
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courfe of nature was perverted, was altogether 
unpropitious to our main view itr going into the 
country ; and inftead of contemplating^ as Phila^ 
Natura bad recommended, the wonders of na-- 
tare, in the formation of thofe miUions of dif- 
ferent ide£b and animals, which the fields and 
^rdens would have prefented, obliged us to flay, 
for ^the moft part, within doors, and pafs our hours 

- in the iame amufenients we are accuftomed to 

. enj(^ when in London. 

Whenever a few hours of fun-fhine had 
xender'd it pra£licable to ivalk, we fallied forth 
with our micTofcopes ; -but the unufua} cold, and 
almoft continual rain, or what was even worfe, a 
kind of poifonous dew that fometimes fell, even 
in what feem'd a fair day, had either deftroy'd 
great part of thofe little creatures which I have 
formerly feeiv hailing at the leaves of plants, or 
, (kipping on the grafs, or elfe had driven them to 
take (belter in a more warm and dry recefs, where 
we had not (kill enough to difcover them. 

. Caterpillars, indeed, we faw in great 
numbers, and were very much diverted to obferve, 
how, on the leaft touch, theyfbrunk tliemfelves 
up into a littie heap, or ball, by the hdp of rings, 
pkic6l at certain diftances round their bodies. »-^ 
We alfo took notice, thai the difference of their 
colours proceeded from the different herbage on 
which they fed 5 but none of us were able to con- 
ceive what it was gave them thofe beautiful gold 
(pecks, with which fome of them were adorn'd, 
till a very ingenious gentlej^nan, who fometimes 
adifted our fpeculations, informed us, that thefe 
infe£t$ had fmall fibres between their outward coat 
and (kin, fill'd with a thinner and more delicate 
juice than that which fupplles th^m with (Irength, 

and- 



254 ^^ FEMALE Book 17, 

and converts to glue whenever they would faftca 
themfelves to any thing ; and that ^is fine liquid, 
tranfpiring by the heat of the fun^ becomes ol the 
fame colour with the rays that call'd it forth. | 

As there arc a vaft variety of thefe creatures, 
I think the learned fay, no lefs than upward of 
three- hundred dilFerent fpecies, which yet all pafs 
under the fame name, one cannot help admiring 
the wifdom and juftice of Nature, which has be- \ 
ftow'd her bounties, even on infe£ls, which ap- 
pear fo contemptiUe to us, with fuch an impar- 
tial hand, that had they the gift of reafon, none 
of them would find cauie to envy the others : — 
the properties of each being fo alike valuable, that 
none would-be a gainer by the exchange* 

There are a fort, who at firft fight appear 
more ugly than any of the r^ft : — they feem all 
of a dirty brown colour, and are covered with 
hair of the fame hue, which is long and coarfe, 
' liko-che briftles of a boar ;.but when you come to- | 
examine them, you will find beauties you little j 
expefled :. — that (hzggy coat, which is doubtlefs » 
given them for a protStion, but hides from the 
naked eye a (kin perfeflly enameli'd with gold 
and purple : — they have heads quite round, and- 
.exactly refembling a globe of amber, both for 
c-learnefs and colour : — th^ir eyes are wonder- 
fully fine, whether we confider their ftiape or 
luftre ; and that they have very fliarp teeth I ex- r 
perienced, by laying one of them on the back of 
p my hand, in order to examine it more carefully: 

— they have a great number of fcet^ as I believe 
all caterpillars have in general, but I perceive th^ 
chief ilrengih of thefe is in thofe two that are 
placed at the extremity of the body, and have fo 
much elafticity in them, as to enable the creature 

to 
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to raife itfelf almoft upright, whenever any pro- 
peniity, of which we know not the occafion, ex- 
cites it to that motion.. 

The worthy gentleman T before mcntion'd,, 
and who is a great contemplator of the minute 
works of nature, told us, that this fpecies of the 
caterpillars is of the Camelion kind, and changes^ 
its hue according to the weather. — If we had 
continued in the country a little longer, I would 
certainly have made the experiment, by keeping 
one of them in a box, with fome earth, and the^ 
fame fort of leaves on which I found it feeding; 
for though I am willing to pay a due deference to 
the judgment of that gentleman, I am rather apt 
to believe the colour ofthefe animals moir owing. 
to their food than to the air they breathe.. 

The other caterpillars, which we found on the 
apple-trees, the cabbages, and feveral plants in the 
kitchen-garden, were of a fine green, and had not. 
thofe hairy mantles, by which v^re inferred they 
were lefs defended from any inclemencies of the 
air than thofe I have mentioned; but then we 
found they had a fort of glue within their bowels,, 
by the ejeflion of which they could, when any 
danger of that nature threaten'd, faften themfelves. 
fo firmly to the bark of a tree, or any other place. 
they chofe for an afylum, that it was not in the 
power of the rougheft blafts of Boreas to (hake; 
them off. 

Wherefore then ought not we, who pre- 
tend to reafon, .to be content with the ftation \ti. 
which we are placed ? — Why do we envy the 
riches of one neighbour, the perfonal pcrfedtions 
of another, or any of thofe things which we fee 
enjoyed by otliers, and are confcious of being de^ 

ficient 
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ficient in ourfelves ? The allwife Creator has Jit 
penfed to every one a fufficiency to make him hap- 
py ^ and it lies on us alone to manage die talents 
he has given, ib as not to (land in need of more. 

How (Irangely ftupid in. us is it to complain 
for want of amufements, when nature has pro- 
vided fuch an infinite variety, that we can tuin 
'our eyes no where without finding fomewhatto 
gratify the enqyiring foul ! — But fo blind are we 
to our own happineff, that we negle£t every thing 
capable of affording a real fatisfa&ion, to run in 
queft either of (hadowy things, or of fuch tbinjg$» 
as In the end pay (hort* lived joys with hQing 
anguifb. 

There is certainly fomewKat fo iiinocendj 
pleafing, and at the fame time fo very improving, 
in contemplating even the moft minute works of 
the creation, that I cannot help wondering they 
are not more attended to. 

The officers of the ftate, indeed, the com- 
manders of fleets and armies, and all thofe whofe 
time is t^ken up, cither in employments for the 
fervice of the nation, or in trades, or other avoca- 
tions, for the fuftenance of their particular fami- 
lies, cannot be expelled to bend their thoughts 
this way 5 but the ladies, and thofe ^entleui^n who 
have many vacant hours upon their hands, could [l 
not, methinT;s, employ them in a more agreeable )| 
manner. 

Every element affords fuch a profufion of 
matter for our entertainment, that we can no 
where caft our eyes without difcovering fomeihing 
»ew. — As we were taking a little, walk one 

morning. 
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morning in the garden, where the ground had 
been lately thrown tip in order to make fome al- 
teration in one of the parterres, Euphrojine^^fho 
ivas leaning on tay arm, imagined j(he iaw a kind 
of motion in fome parts of the loofe earth, an4 
immediately mention'd it to me, who, I confefs, 
"was Bot fo quick-iighted as to perceive any agt^^ 
tation : — we both, however, had recourfc to our 
xnlcroicopes, and I was foon convinced fhe was 
not deceived, and that there- was really a motioa 
in feveral of thofe clods which had been fcatter'd 
about the edges of the bank they had been taken 
froni> 

Wc/odTd out to Afira and the aoble widowv 
who were at ibnae diftance fnmi us talking; to the 
gardener, and being join'd . by them, each of \» 
took up ifl our hands one cf thefe animated hil* 
locks, and by the help of our glafles found thejr 
were full of little living creatures incafed in (he]l9> 
which feenr/d exadly the fame of thofe of fnails, 
tiiough of a different colour ^ and alxnofl tranT* 
parents 

To beaflitr'd, if poiSble, what they were, wfr 
put a fufficient quantity pf earth into a pot, and 
then laid thent lightly into it, ftrewing a few^ 
vine" leaves on the top, and carried them into. the 
|>arlour, with a &.tvSt charge to all the feryanis 
not to remove it from its place, nor fuffer any 
thing to fail upon it, or crufii. the earths 

We alfb took a particular care that there 
fi)oirId be no worms, nnr any thing elfe in tKe 
food we had prepar'd» >vhich might be of pceju^ 
dice to our y-wUug nurfery.. ' . 

Foe the firft tw^J d^ys wc could fee nothing 

ot; 
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of them, but on the third had the fatis^tft/on to 
perceive feveral had broke up their covering, and 
nibbled the leaves we laid for their fMftenance; 
•-«- We then took one of them out^ and found it 
confiderably incre^'d in bulk, tsA that the ibdl 
was grown harder, and of a more brown colour, 
and could now difcern thofe four antlers, or 
horns, as they are vulgarly call'd, but are in rea- 
lity jointed tubes> which they can either extend 
or contract at pleafure : at the extremity of thefe 
are placed their eyes, and we are told ferve alfo 
as organs for fmelling ; but as to that I can fay 
nothing of my own knowledge. 

We were, however, now perfeflly convinced 
that they were fnaik, and alfo that this fpecies of 
infers, contemptible as it may feem, had in it 
fufficient to excite an admiration of the. allwife 
and beneficent Creator, who forgets not the 
fmalleft of his works, and beftows on every nving 
thing what is moft convenient for its beuig. 

Those thin {bells^ which were fufficient to 

defend them while an embryo in the egg, and 
while hid in the bowels of the earth, would not 
have kept out the cold, when expbfed to the open 
air in fcarch of nourifbmcnt y they are, therefore, 
furnifh'd with a fineous juice, which, didiliing 
from their pores, becomes a hard conflftence, and 
joins with the {hell, which every day, I might fay J| 
every hour, increafes in proportion with the fnail, 
and ferves her as a houfe or cavern, in which (be 
may either hide herfelf, or peep out of, if flit 
pleafes, as occafion requires. 

As our ftay in the country was but fhort, I 
cannot exprefly fay the time iri which, from an; 
egg^ this infe^ arrives at maturity \ but by the 

progrci 
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progrefs thofe under our care made in growth, it 
muft be in about fourteen or fifteen days. 

This, however, I leave to the naturalifts ta 
unfold, and perhaps that gentleman with whom 
we hft the little family when we returned to- 
town, may htreafter oblige the public with a 
more full defcription of them, than the Femalt^ 
Spe^afor would he able to do, with the ftriiSleft 
Gbfervation, . 

I MU$T Confefs I am a little interefted in thefe 
animals, not only beeaufe I had, as it were, the. 
breeding up of fome of them, but alfo, beeaufe I 
think, ugly and infignificant as they may feem to 
other people, that there is fbmething peculiarly 
graceful and majeftic in them. 

Such a pofition may poffibly occafion a good 
deal of laughter among tome of my readers 5 but 
let thofe who are moft inclined to ridicule me for 
it, only take the fame pains I have done to exa- 
mine a fnail, and I am pretty confident they will 
diange their note% 

« 

These animals, indeed, not having any legs^ 
or feet, can onfy Aide their bodies from place to 
place, and do that extremely flow, by reafon of 
the great weight they carry on their backs ; but 
theii.they have long necks, and hold their heads 
very erefl, which graced with thofe four antlers,, 
each tipt with a tranfparent eye, gives them, in 
my opinion, an air of dignity, beyond what 
many other creatures, which are accounted much 
niore valuable, can boaft of. * 

That they are mifchievous, not only to our 
planes and flpwers, but even to our fruits, I am. 

fenfibie ^ 
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fenfible ; but then they are fo ufeful to man in 
the cure of feveral terrible difeafes, particularly 
the fcurvy and all forts of confumptions, that I 
cannot but tnink we are much more ferved thm 
prejudiced by them. 

But, methh?ks, I hear fome people. fay, CouU 
thiy find no ohje^s mor£ wurthy their attentknj 
than caterpillars and fnails ? — ^ Two injeQs tht 
mo/I contemptible of any J 

To which I might anfwer, that nothing made 
by God is in itfetf contemptible. — Wonderful 
are all his works^and the Behemotb of the land, or 
the Leviathan of the fea, magnify not bis.powi 
and wlfdoTi more by their firength, nor the fpot- 
ted Leopard of the foreft, or the fine Hmb'd Jn^ 
telope^ or the ftarry-plum'd Peacocky by their 
comeljnefs and beauty, than do thefe ihfeiSs, by 
the amazing prc^erties befiowM on each. 

It is plain, their great Creator thinks not oiv 
them as We do : — to the meaneft reptile he har 
given arms offenfive and defenfive j — inftruments 
wherewith to build their boufes, and prepare 
tfieir food, without the affiftance of any other ani* 
mal: — they have fagacity^to chufe the moff pro- 
per places to depofit their eggs, and tendernefs to 
watch over them till arrived at perfection : — in a 
word, they have all they ftand in need of within 
themfelves, and it betrays a great want of confi- * 
deration in us^ when we too much defpife tbi 
inferior part of the creation, fince it is only by 
the Almighty Fiat they are kept in any fort of 
fubjedtion to us ; and many of them could, if per* 
mitted by Him, not only give us great annoyance, 
but alfo death itfdf* -^ The toad, — . the bloated 
fpider, -* the creeping earwig, l^d various other 

infe^S)* 
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3unfe£tsr, no h& fcemrngly codtomptible, have ut 
frequently in their power, and it is well kaown 
^what mischiefs they are capable of doing. 

BjUT there is another reafom, that perhaps may 

^e lookM upon as a better alfo, for our confining 

jour fpeculations to fo narrow a compafs, an4 

iBvhichs I think, none, who have made the leaft 

obferyationson this perverted feafon of the year^ 

Jbut muil immediately fee into. 

The mind is in&nfibly attra£led by the fenfes 
jto a contemplation of that which is moft pleafln^ 
lo them: — • there are in nature many animals 
ivhofe beauty would have ftruck the light; -«- 
many plants, whofe colour and odoriferous fmell 
woiuld douhtlefs have excited a deflre in us of be- 
ing better acquainted with them ; but where were 
they to be found ? -^ The one, ihofc of the rep^ 
tile kind at leaft, deep in the bofom of the earth 
lay hid in the Cry/alis^ or in the hollow of 
, fbme friendly tree> from the bleak winds and cold 
jndemient air i •— the other were either not blof- 
fomM, or quite Ihrivell^dy and blafted in their 
buds. 

The all-charming, all-enlivening fun, or as 
^ inimitabie AClton juftly ftiles him. 

Of this great world brtb eye anifouU 

though mounted in the lyon, and expeded to ap- 
pear high in his folftice, fcarce £bew'c| his ^or- 
gous face: — - no genial ray ihot through the 
thifrk impenetrable vapours to warm the unkindled 
embryo into life, or call the latent Tap forth from 
its centre ftb fhoot out In foliage* Inflead of the 
jgay livery .that fammer wears, a difmal gloom ! 

a dreary 
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a dreary winterjr profpeft ! — All nature feem'3 
to mourn, as if the deeds of man affdSed HeavcR 
itfeif. 

Even the evergreens, things that they fay 
thrive heft in the fliade, fuftain'd a blight, hung 
down their heads, and droppM their wither^ 
leaves : — what fruits the orchards yielded were 
taftelefe^ waterifli and infipid : -^the yeflow apri- 
cot, and the rofe-cheek'd pippen naw wear a 
livid palenefs, the plumb unhandled \cA its 
bloom, the weak ftemis let fall their loading yet 
unripe : — man, bird, and heaft, all the iiAabi* 
tants of earth and air, wonder^ and languifli'd at 
the direful change. 

I 

Wherever I caft niv eyes it fiU'd me with 
a fokmn melancholy, inftead of thofe chearfol 
images the country ufed to infpire me with ; and 
brought into my mind foitie lines of Sir Richard 
Blackmor/sy madq, I fuppofe, on the idea of fuch 
a fummcr, for T have oeen told by thofe who 
have feen near ah hundred, that there never in 
reality was one in any degree to be comporM to 
this. 

The verdant walks their charming afpeR lofey 
And JhriveWd fruit drops from the witierU 

boughs J 
Flowers in their virgin hlujhes fmther* d die, l 
j/nd round their plants^ their fcatter^d beauties ^ 

lie: 
InfeSfion taints the air^ Jick nature fades \ 
And fuddenz[Xt\xmn all the place' invades. 
So when the fields their flowery pomp dijplay^ 
Soothed by the fpring* 5 fweet breathy and cheat" 
' ing ray\ 
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Ai Boreas, when provok'd tq furious war, 
Mujitrs bh fwift' winged legions in the air ^ 
And for wide dev^Jlatfon marches forth, 
JVith the bleak forces ofiV inclement north : 
The opening huds^ and fprouting herbage, all 
The beauteous produce ofthefprtng mujifall'^ 
The blighted trses thiir leafy honours jhed. 
And on their blajled hopes the mournful gar d^mr^, 
tread. 

« 

Wa had no reafon, however, to complain of 

our ill fortune, or regret the time this little ex- 

curfion had taken up : — Mira bad for a near 

neighbour a gentleman of great fehfe and learning, 

a^a^ of a very curious and fpeculatii^e difpofiti^n* 

— He came pvery afternoon to vifit her, and fincl- 

ing how much we.were difappointed iti our re« 

fearcbes, told ^s^ very obligingly, that if we had 

not refolved to confine our imdies to the earth, 

and the produce of it, he had a telefcope, which 

would bring us acquainted with tbofe orbs above, 

whoie revolutions, it was generally fuppofed, had 

ah influence over every diing beneath, not ex? 

cepting even ourfelves. . 

MIR A, who had often heard he was mafter 
ci one of the fineft machines of the kind in the 
whole kingdom, and had alfo a very high turret 
at the top of his houfC) on whicii it was mounted 
jto a very great advantage^ whenever he had a 
inind to contemplate the fuperior regions, thank- 
ing him in the name of us all, anfwer'd for us. that 
'we ihoul4 accept his invitation' with the utmbft 
fatisfaclion. 

The next evening being appointed for gra- 
Jtifying the curiofity his offer, had excited in us, 
pt W^fc impatient till it arriv'd, and tho' the air 

happen'd 
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happenM to be extremely cold, and he, vrho ame 
himfelf to conduft us, with three other gentlemen 
of the county, exprefi'd fome apprehenfions d 
its being prejudicial to us, we were deterffli&'d 
not to be difappointed, ^id mufHing ourfelvesup 
in our Jofep}^, accompanied them to his feat, 
whieh ftood on the afcent of a hill, not abore 
tl^ee hundred paces diftant from where we were. 

It would be impertinent to take trp our^ rea- 
der's time with any defcription of the fine coHa-^ 
tion prepar*d for us, which was rendered jd 
more agreeable by the mofl: improying and chear- 
ful converfation* 
< 

The cloth was no fooner remov*d than our 
obliging hoftconfuked a little book he had in his 
pocfeet, by which finding how the moon ^ 
htficr planets were pofited^ he defir'd we ttovM 
afcend the turret. 

This room, though it appeared fmall to us 
by fcafon of its height, while wc were at the foot 
of the hiU, -iVas v^ fpacious ; and befides tlic 
large ftand, with all its fcrews, pins, and leverv 
on which a telefcope of fix and thirty feet wai 
mounted, confined two pair of very nne globes 
let on pedeftals of ebony, inlaid with woSicr of 
pearl, a writing-deik, book-cafe, and a dozen of 
chairs : — it had a great window, that took en- 
tirely up one of the iquares, ^hich opening with 
large cafements, the telefcope was placed againft* 
— the others were hung all round withflttp^i 
which, they (aid, wete- extremely curious; but 
we neither examin'd them nor the globes^ <^ 
attention being wholly engrofs'd by fomcthing w 
« fyperior kind : — we im now an opportninV 
pf admiring themoft glorious bandywofkof G^ 
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^hkafelfy and had no Idfure to think of the per- 
-foFoiances df man in a repreicntation of them^ 
^the beft of which muft be but &int when ct>in- 
-pared to the. Divine Original. 

Yet muft^it be acknowledged, we-coald have 
<no clear notion of the one without the helps we 
•have received from the other. Perfons who have 
been illumined in a peculiar manner, and endued 
with a fuperior penetration, have given the reft 
rof mankind, as it were^ new eyes to behold die 
wonders of the heavens, and the glory of God in 
>the moft iUuftrious of his works. 

It is to 2i Copernicus We are" indebted for being 
Yreed from that mift of errors, in which, for fo 
many ages, we were invelop*d ; and for- the true 
interpretation of many paffages, in facred writ, 
ivhich had ftill reraain'd a profound myftery, had 
not his noble hjpothefis made tis eafily account 
■for them. 

To GaUleo and his'difciples it' is tTiat we owe 
"the excellent invention of thofe glaffes which 
bring obje£is prefent to us, which are, in reality, 
at fo immenfe a diftance ; and enable us, while 
on earth, to tread the ftarry regions, to become, 
as it were, inhabitants of the blue expanfe, and 
travel through an infinity of worlds, ti]l then un- 
'-4nown, tinguefs'd-at 

What obligations have the Ids learned world 
to Gafendi^ De Afolures^ ^ajjine^ Euclid^ Sir 
Ifaac Newton^ and even Des Carter (tho' many 
of his principles are juftly enough exploded) to 
Hooky Flamfiead^ and Dr. Hally^ who, by their 
diligent and }udicioi^5 obfervations, have alfo per- 
<fe£ted our conceptions of thofe ideas which their 
IpredecefTors hacj infpir'd us with« 

Vol. IU. M Many 
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Many others befides tbefe have greatly coo- 
<ributed to the enlightening our underfiandiog^i 
but for all the numerous advantages we receive 
^rom their abilkies, to whom is the tribute of our 
grateful praife principally due, but to that Divine 
and Omnipotent Source of all wifdom and know* 
Jedge, who beftow'd on diem the means of he 
ing fo uniyerfaUy beneficial. 

Wh B N one confiders how often, by the moft 
trifling accidents, very great and important dif- 
x:overies have been made, one muft be as ftupii 
;ts prophane, not to acknowledge they fprii^ ioi" 
jnedlately from God, and that human learnio; 
but reduces into pra£lice what the iirft notions i 
jcame by infpiration. 

They fay, that the ufeful invention of the 
fpying glafs, or tele/cope^ was produced hy a fpcc- 
tacle-niaker oi Middlehurgh in Zialand^ who fee- 
ing his children, as they were at play in his ibop, 
hold between their fingers pieces of broken gla^i 
^t fome diftance from each other, and cry tbe^ 
^ould fee the weathercock at the top of the church 
as big again as it ufed to be, and juft by theffi) 
thought there was fomething more than ordinary 
in it ; and mingling with the boys, and looking^ 
as they did, through the glafies, was very much 
furprized, and prefently fdl to making an inftru* 
jnent, which he could lengthen or conttz& as be 
pleafed. ' 

Th e novelty of this machine drew ^rcat iiuffl- 
J)ers to his houfe j •— every body )idmirM his ifl- 
genuity, and he made his fortune by itj asdw 
feveral othersr after him, who improved upon nis 
fcheme, generation after generation, litt it ^ 
brought to perfe<£lion by Gailifgc, 

7 ^* 
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'The juftly celebrated and learned Sir IJaac 
Newton took his firft hint of gravitation front 
Seeing i2n apple fall frbm a tree. May we iioC 
therefore lay with the infpir'd writer, 

* The race is not to the fwift, nor the battia 
< to men of mighty but the glory is to God that 
^ gave it,' 
*• . - 

Wonderful y indeed, are his bounties ta 
man, who not only created all things for his ufe, 
i>ut alfo gave him wifdom and judgment, to un*- 
^erftand the value of the bleffings he enjoys, and 
to ered a kind of new creation of bis own s as th<i 
admirable Milton mofl elegantly exprefles the ftate 
and condition of this fovereign of all fubiunary he* 
Ings, before he became d€;graded by fin and fhame X 



The mafier-work^ the end 



Of all yet done \ a creature ^ who not pront 
And hrute at other creatures^ but endued 
. With fandliiy of reafon^ might ere^ 
His Jtaturej and upright with front firene 
Govern the rj/?, felfknowingj and from thewci 
Jldiagnanimous to correfpond with heav*n : 
He form' d thee thus ! thee^ Adam, thee^ O man f 
Dufl of the ground^ and in thy nojirits breathed 
The breath of life. 

Here fimjh d he^ and^all that he had made 
View'dyand^ behold^ all was entirely good^ 
Anfptring his great' idea. Up he rode^ 
Followed with acclamations J and the found » 
Syntphohious often thotfand harps that tun*d 
Angelic hafmony j the earthy the air 
Refounded^ , 

The heavens and all the conjlellations rang^ 
The planets in their Jiation liji^ningjiood^ 
unfile the bright pomp afcended jubilant. 

M 2 These 
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THEae were contemplations which onecouU 
-not well avoid fi^lling into, a^idft fi|ch a yarietf 
Qf proofs (^.tbe ingenuity .God has beftoji^Moa 
man, as this turjcetprefented us w:itbi and nt 
^ad probably dwelt on tbem much longer than we 
l^d, had -not the gendeman, aftej li^vipg en- 
inined the ppfidon of his ulefcof^y and found it 
in the order he would have it, defir'd ysone.by 
.one to look into it, and behold the niooh, whicti 
ly^s j;hen ^o day3 paQ: |he full* 

jl, WHO hadjiever /!?qn ths^it fdendly planet imt 
jvith the iiaked eye, was furpriz*d to ^d it fo 
huge a body, ^ vojt pow appeared .throygb tbii 
glals ; ^nd alfo .that j(be .^^ras no( .ajj oyer of tbaf 
pale ihining colour I haid 4ifed %o tbinjc her^ bat 
t)4d jn many parts a darknefs which took f(oi9 
lier rotundity, and made* her in fome places feeoei 
^ it were broken M^d ragged. 

As IJuiew this pQuU only beqccafion';! bf.^^ 
.different effe£b of thofe rays which illuminate ^ 
the planets, anid which arp sjway^ th^ (a^e whcfl 
^t<jd on belies pf the ftme ;iaturc, I pould n«t 
help inferring fro^n thence, that, the moon as well 
as the earth ha^ its .waters and dry land« fuid that 
the one, w.hich eyery one is fenfible is lefe capable 
.of admitting the light than the .other^ pcuulc ^ 
^iver% in the .^ppara^iuj. 

On e^preflingfliy ftntin:|ents upon this inattefi 
Ibme diiputes arbfe ,amoi\g the gentl^en ,cfft^' 
f crping.a plurality of woclds ; jthrec of them were 
^rongiy for tha.t fyftcm, smd the fourth, who wa3 
.of a contrary opinion, had a very dijicult tsi* 
^o fipd ^rgumc^nts which /i^e^'d of ^y weighs 
efpecially after one of his antagonifts, turning ^f 
fflejcote to ib^ jj^^Q pf .ihp Ji^vqp^ ^W^ ^^' 
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turn Was at that time pofited, and making us all^ 
look earncftly on that vaft globe, we faw it wal 
encompafs'd with a circle or a ring, which w^^ 
eould eafily difcovdrto be luminous^ 

Tins rirtg; wftcli, as he faysf, is full of moonsj* 
or ftars, or fome other illuminated bodies, which^ 
like the four We fee conftantly attiending on Ju^ 
piter^ can be eall'd no other than Satellites^ muft 
certairtly be placed in* order to give light to a- 
world^ which; by its remotenefs- fron* the fun^ 
muft oth^rwife be involved in moft horrible dark- 
itcfs for hilf the year. Jfid^ added be, if it bs 
fi^ as the tejlimony of our own eyes mayeonvina' 
nSi why fo much care taken of a barren point ? — ' 
Is it confijlent with the wi/Hbm of thit Jlrhightyf 
Maker of the univerfe to doafiy thing in vain ? — »' 
And what need of light where there an no- inhabit*' 
tantf to receive we benefits, ofitf 

Fucfld iienc^ therefore* he'cdhdudeJ, I thought 
with a good deal of reafon, that the planets were 
in reality all fo many different worlds, but by 
i^hat kind'df beiil^ peopled, whether of the fame 
fpecfe^with ourfelves, or whether of a fuperiorop 
inferior nature,' he confefs'd was one of the fe- 
erets of Ood*^ an impenetrable myftery, and^ that 
it did not become us to dive into itt 

Tnt otKer gentlemanytho' atone in his opimbny- 
either could dot, or would not recede from it :^-' 
he pretended, that to imagine the planets were 
created for any other purpofe than the influence 
given them over the earth, was but a falfe philo-^ 
fophy, inconfiftent with the Chrijlian religion, and 
a tenet which feem'd to abfolve mankind from- 
the gratitud^e owing to Heaven, Mrhicb had created 
thofe vaft bodies merely for our ufe and pleafure. 

M 3 Ta 
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To this the worthy peribn, at whofc houfe we 
were, made anfwer, that without all doubt there 
was a chain of love and unity, which link'd the 
whole creation, fo as that every part of it ihould 
c'epend, and be of feme fervice to the other; 
thofc moft nearly conne6led' feeling moft the 
ciFedls of each other's influence^ which we have 
all the reafon imaginable to believe are reciproo^^ 
as the moon, for example, fupplies to us the ab* 
fence of the fun, by the reflection and refrac- 
tion of his beams, while hiaifelf is totally fhroud- 
cd from us, fo it is very likely olir earth, by the 
fame means, may ferve as a fecondary ligbt ta 
that orb. 

He conclutjed, however, a very elegant dlf' 
courfe on the probability of this axiom^ by fay* 
ing» that afi^Uthefe things were merely fpecu* 
lative, man ought.to be content with enjoy«»6 
the benefit he received' from the planets, and not 
mak.Q hjmrdf uneafy for not being unable to com* 
prel>end them. 

This agreeable gentleman, to prevent all fer- 
dier difcourfe on a topic which he. found all yi^crc 
not agreed in, then moved his telefcQpe a fecond 
time, to give us the opportunity of observing that 

beautiful planet Venus. 

* 

We women were extremely pleafed that he 
found this means to put an end to a controverf/f 
which though edifving to ua, by being made ac- 
quainted with all the different arguments that 
could l>e made ufe of by both fides the queftioiv 
gave u$ foiiie apprehenkons, by tbevrarmth itoc- 
cafion'dj that two pf our company would part lefs 
&tisfied with each other than they met. 

Besidi, 
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Besid£> as Fenus is either our evening or our 
jxiorni<ng ftar the whole year round, except whea 
her too near approach to the fun, or what is 
call'd by the aftrooomers her conjundion, dc- 
privfis us of the pleafure of beholding her, we 
w^ere extremely glad of the opportunity of view-* 
ing her more plainly, than we could do without 
the affifiance of this tuber 

SuT how great was ouraftonifliment, when,- 
infti^ad of a round globe, her form feem'd to u» 
to b^ femi-circular ! — crefcent-like, as the moon' 
app^rs in her firft quarter. Blefs me! cried 
Euphrojine^ as foon as fhe beheld it, thii glit* 
tering orhy which we fo much admire^ can xer'^ 
tainly be hq more than a fatellite U fome other 
planets 

This innocent acclamation made the gentler- 
men laughi but one of them prefently infofm'd 
usj that the caufe of her appearing with only half 
her face, was becaufe the other half was behind- 
the fun, and loft in his rays, and that both this 
planet and Mercury^ which is ftill nearer to that 
glorious body, are never the fame as we fee them: 
from earth,, but continually change their phaiir 
in refpe£l: to us. 

He alfo made us fenfible that all planets, as^ 
Aey drew nearer to the fun, are lefs confpicuous, 
and that Mercury^ which makes his revolution ia 
three months, is fcarce ever to be feen in his full 
magnitude, but when drawing toward, a conjunc- 
tion. Venusy he told us, made her revolution in 
fisven mpnths and a half, or thereabouts : blit as 
the circles of neither of thefe planets are in the 
plane of the ecliptic, which is the liiie the earth 
defcribes in her annual revolutbn, we could not 
.1 / yi J^ pjoflibly 
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poffiHy behold them from hence, even through a 
tclefcope, but in a continual change, foraetimes' 
increafing, fometimes in their wane, and fome- 
times. wholly enligbterfd, in- the fame manner 
as with the naked eye, becaufe fo much nearer to. 
us, we fee the different phafis of the moon. 

Tho' the knowledge of the heavens and the 
true motion of the ftars cannot be attain'd with- 
out a. great fund of lear/iing, and a* long feries of 
obfervations, yet what this. gentleman faidvery 
much enlarg'd our conceptions concerning thefe- 
celcftial orbs, and we fliould have- doubtlefs had* 
yet more clear ideas of them, if a fudden interrup- 
tion had not for that time<irawn off our attention. 

Th« tele/cop^ was again unfcrew'd, and Juft-. 
turn'd to that part of the heajens where Mrrsy. 
ihey faid, was Jn his afcendant, when, as if the- 
furious planet difdain'd to permit our contempla- 
tion, a fudden darknefe obfcur'd the whole face- 
of heaven, and was immediately followed with a- 
hollo\v wind j a ftorm of bail^came next withfo- 
much violence, that they were oblige to draw in* 
the optic, and make faft the window, agaiufi^ 
which jt had been placed. . 

The builder of this turret was> it feems, a. 
great mathematician and archited, and bad con-^ 
trived to have feveral wooden pipes fiic-d oblique- 
ly all round on the outiide) which defended the- 
place from any inconvenience of the moft heavy 
rain : — *• thefe were all cafed with copper, as> 
Were the gutters and drains that: carried the water 
off into them, to prevent being prejudiced by the. 
lightning,, which frequently does very great da« 
mage by melting the load^ and fometimes by firing 
the wood». 

Wfi, 
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We' therefbre fat no lefs warm and dry thait 
if we had been in a parlour, hoping the ftomf 
i^ould ceafe, and we ihould have the pleafur^ of 
beholding yet farther wonders ; but the corrufca- 
tionsf of.the elements, inftead of abating, becamd 
rdbre outrageous, and feveral, dreadful claps of 
thunder, accompanied with lightnings that feeniM 
to dart from tvery quarter of the heavens, fill'd 
u^ women with fuch terrors, that it was not iii ' 
the power of the gentlemen to infpire us witR 
courage enough to continue in a place where w6 
imagined oiirfelves more expofed to danger, than ' 
iri one where we fhould fee or hear lefs of it : — « " 
to greatly do the fenfe» (ometimes prevail* over ^ 
the judgment. 

For, alas, if thofe agents' of deftruSfon were - , 
cOmmiffion'd to ftrike us, where could we be 
fafe? — Though hid in the rocks, or in fbmc 
cavern in the bowek of the earth, there flxould ' 
we be found. • 

But, though reafon and religion' tell us thisj 
there is an unconquerable timidity in the naturd * 
of mdft of us, which will not fuffcr us to front ' 
thofe fiery darts, nor avoid ftarting When the 
aweful thunder rolls over our heads, and burils ' 
iri daps which feem to fhake the bafis of the 
earth.'- 



Common * obfervatiorr,' without the " he!p of ' 
philofophy, infortns us, that lightning is- of' that 
fdbtle penetrating nature, it can pierce through ' 
the thickeft and moft folid bodies i we cannoty > 
therefore, when we reflcd, hope' iany protedipii ' 
from walls compos'd either- of' brick or ftone, » 
yet in our fright we run to them for • lbelte?> ' 
and are( apt to accufe thofe of prefumption^ who> -» 

M 5. ia* 
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in truth, are only more mafters of r^on itm 
ourfdvcs. 

There are examples, however, even amoi^ 
our fex, that true piety and a ftrong faith can 
enable us to throw oflf all delicacies and fears, and 
venture, in a good caufc, all that the wanii^ 
dements have power to w&iA. — There is a cer- 
tain lady of quality, now living in Lancajhin^ 
who has (pent many years in the fludy of phjfic, 
and whole prefcriptions Heaven has blefs'd with 
fuch fucceis, that where the difeafes have been 
judged incurable by the faculty, the patient has 
pot only been relieved, but entirely freed from 
them in a fhort time. 

This excellent lady would fcarce be brought 
to forgive a fervant, who (hould ^elay one mo- 
ment to acquaint her when any afflicted perfon 
ftood in need of her relief. — Nothing is mprc 
common than to fee her quit her table in the midft 
of dinner, and when furrounded by her friends, 
to nm to fome cottage, and exerctfe this heaveolf 
compaffion to her fellow-creatures, though in the 
moft abje£l ftation, and languishing under the 
moft loathfome ailment ; and often has fbe, in the 
dead of the night, forfook her bed, and mounted 
her horfe, widiout waiting till the coach could 
be prepared, wholly regardlefs of hail, rain, diun- 
der and lightning : — in fine, no time to her ap- 
pears unfeafonable, — no weather unpropitious, 
when call'd to do the work of charity. 

« 

Amazing conuniferation I and yet more a- 
mazing fortitude and courage ! few can boaft uie 
fame, tho' all ought to admire and emulate'.-" 
But to return* 

Thosi 
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THOSt violent commotions in the air, or as 
the French ftile them, tourbiiliousy ceafed not till 
it was too late for us to return to the turret ; and 
iVe were glad to lay hold on the firft fair moment 
that prcfented itfelf to depart : thefe worthy gentle- 
men faw us fafe at Mira^s houfe, and exprefs'd a 
good deal of concern, as we really felt ourfelves, 
that the next day, Jbeing fix'd for our quitting the 
country, we could not pay a fecond vifit to the 
Ulefcope. 

As we could not be certain of aft opportunity 
of going down again this year, the gentleman, 
whofe feat we had juft left, promised to give what 
fjitisfadion he could do by letter, to that curio- 
fity, which the little we had feen of the planetary'' 
regions had excited in us; 

And as fuch a piece cannot fail of affording a 
general entertainment, even to our moft learned * 
readers, the public may depend on 1)eing prefent* 
ed 'With it asfoon as jt comes to our hands.* 

All that wa» aimed atin giving this accbunt, - 
of what little obfervations we were able to make, 
in our fliort excurfion from London^ wa* to {hew 
the female fubfcribers and encouragers of this un- 
dertaking,, how much pleafure, as well as im* 
provement, would accrue to them by giving fom© * 
ftw hours; out of the many they have to fpare, » 
to^ the ftudy of nat^iral philofophy. • 

We, aH of us, are under iapprehenfions, which * 
indeed amount to almofl: a certainty, that many 
things we have faid concerning the celeftial orbits 
may be liable to cavil ; but as we pretend not to * 
any underftanding in the fcience of aftronomy, 
but W€rc only eager of attaining as muc& as we • 
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cpuld of the fupcrficial part, we may very well 
be excufed tbe want of thofe technical tenos,. 
which are to be learn'd only in fchools, or by 
great reading. in-books wherein the theory Js ex-, 
plained.' 

For whatever miftakes of a more material 
kind that may have happened, we depend alfo for 
forgivenefs, on account of the hurry we were in, 
and tbe information we receiv'd being only by 
way of a converfation, which had nothing of me- 
thod in it, often happened to turn from one fub- 
]eSt to another, and fometimea two or three 
peribns fpoke at the lame time;- 

If any thing we have advanced^ concerning a- 
fyflem full of innumerable delights, proves of fet^ 
vice to thofe ladies, who ^ve not as yet turn'd* 
their fpeculations that way, we (hall he highly fa- 
tisfted ; and flatter ourfdVes that fome focceoiing 
eflays, by a familiar way of treating a fcience, 
which has hitherto been look'd upon as too ab- 
ftrufe for fenude-obfervation, will give a clearer- 
light into it than any of thofe elaborate treatifes, 
wfaich^ by their ftiffnefs and tedioufnefs, fright 
the gay part of the world from confulting, or 
even dipping into them^ 

Since our laft we have received fevefal letters^ 
but have not,^asyet, had time to examine which, 
or whether any of them, are proper to be con- 
veyed to the public by our canal j — we can only 
fay, that the authors of thofe which are fo, may 
depend on their being inferted^ and that fuch as 
are refufed have neverthelefs a claimJo our thanks 
for their good intentions. 

But to prevent any of our correfpondehte 

from^ giving;. tbem(«lve&a fruitlefs trouble, we 

/ mufi 
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muft defire them to remember, that eflays of this 
Icind are calculatcrd entirely for the good of the*, 
pylic, and not to gratify the fpleen of any parti- 
cular perfons, or parties^ let the inve<^ive carry ,> 
never, fo much the air of pleafantry, or be adorn'd ^ 
with all the flourifhes. ill-natur'd wit can: beftdw - 
upon it>- 

End of the SfiVENTEiE NTH Book. 
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S-we have^ through the whole courfe'* 
of thefe eilays, fliew'd an < unfeigned • 
readinefs to oblige our correfpondents,.. 
whenever the' doing fo would in any 
meafure coincide with the duty we owe to the 
public, yet we are extremely forry to find ndnc 
of the letters mentioned in our laft hav« any jufl:> 
pretence to a place in the Female Sp4^ator* . 

The gentleman, \rfio fubfcribes himfelf Z-j^r^-^ 
phrfiTiy has it doubtlefs in his power to oblige us 
with fomething which would greatly embeliifh 
this work ;,and' had half that wit and learnings 
we are-well convinced he is mafter of,^ been em-» 
ploy'd in exploding^ inftead of recommending a • 
tenet already but too much in vogue, we fhould 
gladly have uiher'd in this month with a piece^ 
which would then have been of general fervice ; 
but as it is, he mufl eKcufe us> that all his elp- 
^uence cannot prevail on us to propagate tho 
principles be would, endeavour to inculcate. 

Thb 



The letter of Fidelie has no other exception, 
than that it is on a fubjed we haviemore than once 
touched upon, and is not interefting enough to be 
treated on too frequently. 

* 

For the faoid reafon we muft omit the lamep- 
tation of Ophelia ; but as we allow her conditioa 
to be as unhappy as a hopelefs love can make a 
woman, and fincerely wilh her a better fiate, would 
perfwade her to remember the poet's words ; 

* Every pajpon^ hut fond Isviy 

Unto its own redrefs does move \ 
But that alone the wreich inclines 
To what prevents bis own defigns ; 
Makes htm lament ^ andfighy and weep^ 
Diforder^dy tremble^ fawn^ and creep : 
Pojiuresy which render him dejpis^dj 
TVhere be endeavours to heprnid. 

' Th fi defini tion Meander gives us of plots againjt- 
Ae government i and plots /^r the fervice of the gO'- 
vernmsnty is admirablj fine, but wholly inopropcf 
at this time to be inferted, for reafons which we 
afe amaz'd he cail be infenfibleof himfelf. 

The cafe of the cldfoldier is indeed very mo- 
ving ;'we would therefore advife him to addrefs it^ 
where it would more probably command the at- 
tention of the public, and alfo be better relifli'd 
by thofe from whom alone his misfortunes Can 
expeA any red^fs. 

Those remarks, which Mr. Telltfutb hasfa* 
voui'd us with on the prefent pofture of our aflairs, • 
both abroad and at home, very well dcfcrveour 
' tharksi and if politics at this conjunfture were 

^t too ticklifh for us to meddle with, fliould re* 

\ joice 
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joice in an opportunity of conveying his feptt^ 
ments to the public. — Did not the generality of? 
people, almoft all over Europe^ feem fo infatuatedi 
^d loft in luxury and folly, as4o be capable of 
Relieving only the moft grofs impoiitions^ we 
might hope what he has faid would remove the: 
mift from their long-clouded cyes;.but while we 
take pleafore in being deceiyedi though an angel' 
fbould defcend from Heaven, and'hold a mirror- 
to Ihew things as they really are, we (hould tura^ 
away our heads, and refufe to be^convinced. 

From this motive alone, and a melancholy 
one it is, we are obliged to ftifle fo pathetic a< 
remonftrance, which otherwife would have been 
idoubly welcome at this time* as fome late acci«- 
dents, in private life, had determin'd us to prefent;^ - 
our readers with a few occafion a 1 thoughts on a 
vice, once accounted thenK)ft mean aiid ihameful' 
of any, theft fcarce excepted, but which by cufr 
torn and fafhion is now fo palliated, as Co lofe its 
proper name, and with fome is hardly confider'd . 
as an error. 

To be above praftifing the little arts of decep- 
tion ; — to icorn not only a glaring lye, but even all. 
equivocation,evafions, or any fubterfuge by which 
truth may be difgulfeci, and to appear to others 
what we know ourfelyes to be in fad, is a charac*- . 
ter which, every one, who has any juft notions of 
honour, makes it his chief aim to acquire, though 
all take not alike methods to deferve it.t 

No man w}io has the leaft degree of fpirit, can 
bear that another (hould fufpeS: him capable of 
uttering an untruth : — the leaft hint of fuch a 
thing has oft eq proved of fatal confequeijce to 
tbenn that j^ve its. and yetj perhaps^ the perfon 

tvho 
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who reTented knew himfelf guilty of what hevn 
accufed of. 

Too many there are who take pleafufe jn com«: 
mitting what they cannot bear to be thought they 
are in the leaft addicted tO;. 

It ismoft^certain^ that in dl ages, and among 
all civilized faations, lying- has been ever looked 
upon as a moft contemptible quality, •exclufive of 
the mifchiefs it frequently occaiions ; nor are wr, 
even in thefe degenerate times, fo hardy as to give 
it open countenance : on the contrary, the very 
people who are thi^mfelves moit guilty of ft, n6 
fooner hear a man has been det^ed in an attempt 
to ii»po(e on any one's credulity, than they im^ 
mediately cry out againft him- as unfit for fociety. 

This, alas ! is a proof but too demonftrative, • 
that it is not the crime in itfelf, but the fcandalcf 
if, which appears fo terrible. 

• • • 

But the fliame of being accounted guiky <^ 
this vice is at prcfent only in lyes which arc pal- 
pable, anddifoover themfelves fuch in their verj 
relating: — the world has found out a great ^ 
many pretty ways of foftening others, and in the 
room of that grofs appellation which lefe polite 
times gave, in the general, to whatever was an ' 
injury to truth, fome are now called — mcefferj' 
excufesy — ujeful refourees^ — * proper expedu^^h ' 
juft retali4iticn5^''^VMiifm to pleaj'e company^'-^Mf^ * 
gat ions of decorum^ and a thousand more mollify- 
iiTg epithets, which, like paint pii a falk)W com- 
plexion, take off fome part of its naufeoufnefs at 
fiift view, but when feen through, fcfve oiAf to ' 
make the deformity more hatefuT* - 

ACC0RDI»<^ 
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According to reafon, a perfon who delights-* 
ill difguifing the truth can never be happy, be- 
c^aufe, as we ar« apt to judge of others by our- 
felves, he never can be afllircd that any thing he- 
llears is fincere: — he riiuft be ever doubting,. 
ever fufpecSting.his beft friends, and live in an in-- 
nate enmity with all the world. 

If you fpeak not from the heart, ftys monficur 
tiie abbee de Fouretttery you will never be con-- 
vinced you know the heart of your brother, your 
ivife, your fifter, or your friend: — all will be 
liable to fufpicion, and that charming confidence 
which Links fociety^ wiUbe intirely broken. 

Miserable, indeed; muft be the perfon who '^ 
has no one to depend upon ; and how can he,, 
with any (hadow of reafon, depend on any who$ 
is himfelf^not to be.depended on !. 

How amiable is truth ! '— How beautifulare 
all her walks ! — How fearlefs, how fecure arc all 
ber votaries ! — ^No virtue whatever beftows more 
real fatisfadion to the mind that harbours it; and* 
if, by any accident, a temporary cenfure fhould 
fall on too ftrid an adherence to itk didates, the^ 
end will ftill bring on a more juftifiable praife. 

I;wouLD not however be underftood,' that pea* 
pie ihould, without any confideration of the con« 
fequence, madly utter all they know ; for that 
might prove an inconvenience to themfelves andr 
others, little infetdor to what reporting a falihood 
might occafion ; butthere are'few, if anycircum-^ 
ftances in life, whereia a perfon is compelled t& 
'difcovcr more than they find- proper. 

If it ihould happen^ however, that in order- 
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to prevent fome great mifcbief, one hides the dan- 
gerous truth under a fi£iitious cover, what is done 
in fuch an enoergency certainly does, not authorize 
Qur venting falCbood, when there is no adequate 
I>retencc ; — but I am afraid, that for one lye that 
is told for the fake of peace, there are a milTioit 
invented merely to fow difientioa. 

• But what induced me chiefly to enter on th'a 
fubje6^, was the common lyes we often bear, that 
have not the leaft fliadow of a meaning in theffl, 
either of good or hurt \ and. to which fome peo- 
ple have fuch a flcange propenfity, that their con- 
verfation is always fprinkled with them* If they 
begin wi^h any thing that is real matter of fad, 
Ihey will illuftrate it, as I fuppofe they imagine, 
with fo many fabulous circumftance», that it wilt 
be very difficult to come at the truth, and not /el- 
dom it happens that the whole pafles for invention}: 
by the manner in which ft i& rented. 

I HATE known peribns fo exceffively fond of 
the marvdhusy that they have had the confidence 
to report things not only beyond all that was ever 
beard of in the courfe of nature, but alfo beyond^ 
what ihe is capable of performing, 

I HAD once the fortune to be acquainted with 
agentleman of fo prolific an invention inthis point, 
that one could never fee him without hearing fome 
frefh wonder : — apparitions of celeilial, terrcf- 
trial, and infernal fpirits were frequent with him : 
•*- he was honour'd with the confidence of the 
grcateft potentates of Europiy and whenever hfi 
came, ai£c»ii{h'd every body with fecrets of a moft 
tremendous kind : — in fine^ whatever happen**' 
to him was a prodigy, and every day prefented 
him with, fomething Aipernatural* 

0« 
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* 

One afternoon^ when I was very full of com- 
pany, this extraordinary perfon came to vifit me^ 
thoie who were with me had heafd a good deal of 
his chara£ler, but having never been ear-witnefTes 
©f his converfation, werenot capable 6f doing juf- 
tice to his talent that way, or, perhaps^ rajght not 
have given credit to all that had been faid of it. ^ 

He fonn,. however, convinced them that he wa». 
above all defcription, and that it was abfoiu'ely 
laeceflary to fee and hear him,,in order to have any 
competent idea of what he was. 

Whether it were that he was more full of 
fpirits that day than ordinary^or whether it were 
diat the fight of fo- many who were ftrangers ta- 
him, made him exert them as much as poiTihle, I 
know not ; but this is^cert^in, that the exi:<raordi- 
nai^y^quality for which- be was fam!d^ never zp» 
pear'd more conTpicuoufly^ than in thedifcouife- 
he preiently began to entettaiit U3 witb« 

As I knew he bad lately been in. the country^ 
I made the ufual compliments on bis return y 
which I had no fooner done, and he had feated 
himfelfi than he afk'd if we in town, had fuiFer'd: 
any great damage by the late .florm. 1 told htm 
thaf the wind indeed had been pretty high, and 
that I had heard fogie trees in* the park werehlowa 
down, but knew no other mifchief it had occa- 
fion'dr Ti^en^ CFied he, the ikments have Jhewei. 
rmre favwr to London than U $ther parts • — In. 
Norfolk, /row whence I came but three days paji^ 
the^ea^ inf^me places^ averfbrew its. hanis^ ani 
Mfaf Mown up Jeventffeet ab^ve the c^&fl^. where tt- 
Jeem'd iojiand like a pyramid^ and we every mo** 
ment expe£fed an inundation that would have de* 
Jlroy^d ^11 the country, 

SOMB 
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SoM B of the company expreiling their aftonifh* 
ment at what he f»ici, he told them, that was but 
a trii)e to the acetdent) which, on the finking of 
the watery fmmediately befeK 

/ war $ni among' ahout fif^ ofusr^ hc^n he,, 
with the moft Tolemn countenance, toho faw up- 
wards of thteefcore acres of my own land forcibly 
torn off^ and fevered from the reft by the vhlenci 
of the winds and the eruption the fea had made^ and 
earried away on the waver quite ta the coafi of 
Holland, where it lodged^ andis^now bec$me a-part 
oftbat republic^ 

Every body in the room look'd on hioii asr 
well they might, with the utmoft amazemenr, 
which he perceivings went on. Ton think thir 
Jfrangej faid he, but what enfued was yet mere 
wcnderful : '^ihefame /hrm paid for what it had 
taken fpom^me^ bj^ driving part of the ctaft between 
Bouloign and Dunkirk 9ff this fide! — fV'e fam 
the floating ifland move with the utmoft celerity till 
itftoffpsdy and filed up the gap which the preeed* 
i^pft of wmd had made in my eftate-! 

PRODIGIOUS indeed, ctied a lady, whc 
ytt knew not whether (he ought to give credit o^ 
not to what (he heard , and pray^ fir, were you a^ 
Ufer or a gainer by the exchange' f 

To which he anfwer'd gravdy> that he had^ 
not yet made the calculation, but he believ'd it 
might be pretty equal, onfyf fatd^ he, there are a. 
great number ^children on the French land, fwfcr 
will not be abfe to earn their bread in a hng tinui 
and I cannot in confcience let them ftarve*, 

aotrr 
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HOW! interrupted another of the company) 
tvere there any people on thisJlQating ijlandf 

4Jr ^^h ;r^^ied hCi itnd feveral little ,ccttag$$ 
%V2th women in tbem^ fime /pmning^ fome knittings 
otl>ers faking up fifl} : ^r— there are alfo five exceU 
Isnt barm^ and gopdjiurdy fellows ^ conftdering they 
{ire Ercnich, thr^ing the fine/l wke^t I evsr faw 
in n^ life I 

It would be too tedious ta repeat half the ciD- 
pumft^ces be ruh/Oii with, by way of corrobo^ 
rating the ttfuth of this ftory-; and I knew not 
ivhat farther Jengths he might have gone, if a 
gentleman, who had no longer patience to hear 
'him utter fuch #hodoaionades with jin air of rea>* 
}ity, had not a(k'd hi{n very gravely, if the inven*- 
Itioa was bis own, or if he had^ic from-anotber. 

INVENTION ! cried our wonder-monger^ 
flo I not tell youy fir ^ it actually happm^d^ and that 
Ifaw it .W^^ 0^^ Ptvn eyes / 

TOU did fos indeed^ replied the gentleman^ 
jbut t4> be plain with yoUj I took you, either for an 
author or a player, and imagined you were re* 
peating afcene of fome new entertainment^ and that 
all you have been faying was an imitation ofTitn 
the bar^er^s lye^ m the celebrated farce calf J The 
Match i-n iiEW^AT^EiT^ butfinceweare ta 
take it for truth, J have done, andfiall wait ou 
this lady ^ain^ .when fhe ij lefi happy in the conk* 
pany of fo extraordinary fi perfon* 

In fpeaking thefe words he rofe up, and having 
j)aid a proper refpeft to us all, went haftily away, 
f/^ the great dil^Ieafure of him, who inftead of 

Ac 



2*6 Thf FEMALE Book i«, 

the admiration he expeded^ found himfelf treatel 
by him with contempt. 

Every one of my other guefts, as they after-, 
wards informed me, were of the fame waycf 
thinkiog, as the gentleman who left us fo abrupt- 
ly^ though they reftrain'd themfelves from giving 
any teftimonies^ofit at that time, becaufe he was 
in my apartment, and they knew not how I mi{^ 
xelifh the freedom. 

They fuffcr'd however, by their complat&nce 
to me : -^ my hyperbolical friend flattering him- 
felf that he was bdieved by them, foon let theoi 
Juiow that his inventive faculty was not eafily ex^ 
haufbed ; but could have fiipplied fre(h matter of 
aftoniflimeot, had they continued to liften to him 
much longer than any of them had the patience to 
do. 

m 

Tho' r muft own this gentleman carried bii 
extravagancies farther than any one I ever heard, 
yet 1 know a great many who very much copy 
after his manner : — - nothing is niore frequent 
than to hear peoplepretend an intimacy widi thofe 
whom, perhaps, t^ey know no more of than their 
hare names : -— when a piece of unexpected news, 
whether of a public or a private nature, breaks out, 
.endeavour to perfwadeail the world they were all 
•the time at the bottom of the fecret i and when 
any thing is on the tapis, the event of which is 
<ioubtful, by fignificant winks andgefturas infinu* 
ate, that they know very well which way it will 
end, but ai-e too wife to reveal it. 

How prepoflerous all this is, no one who u 
not under the infatuation of fuch a propenfityy 
4ie6d, I think, be told : — nothing fure is more 

defpicable 
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^efpicaUe than a known lyar.-— Who can depend 
on any thing he fays ! — • Even truth itfelf has the 
face of faUhood when uttered from his mouth : 
«— his own brother can be no better acquainted 
with the fentiments of bis heart by his words, 
than he would be with thofe of a Chinefe or Jfri* 
£any whofe language he underftands not. 

With what pain do we coaverfe with a per- 
fon whofe veracity \ve fufpeil ! — The agreeable 

. manner in which he may deliver himfelf is all loft 

. upon us : -— we regard not his eloquence, but 
bend our whole attention to feparate the true from 
the fi^ious part of his relation. Yet I am ib 

. charitable as to believe, that very many of thofe^ 
who utter the moft egregious fdfhood, do it in 

. the imagination. <^ rendering themfelves {deafing 
to fociety ; but how miftaken is that notion, <f 
accomplifbing a laudable end by bad means ! 

Lyes of this fort» it is certain, are more par- 
donable than fome others, becaufe the chief hurt 
they do is to render the reporters themfelves ridi** 
culous* I know there are fome people who are 
extremely pleafed to hear them, and encourage 
the authors becaufe they find matter of diverfion 
in their folly ; but this I cannot help looking on 
as a kind of cruelty : one (hould rather be forry 
for, than dqlighted with the errors of our fellow- 
creatures ; and while the creation aiFords us 
monkeys, fquirrels, and lap-dogs to make us 
fport, it is, methinks^ an affront to ourfelves to 
feek it among our own fpecies. 

Theke is a kind of latitude, the|r fav, given 
to travellers to exceed the truth ; but 1 can by 
no means allow it them, nor can imagine any j 

rcafon why they fib«MAW exped it. — Wie read I 

books j 
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it)oofcs of voyages in order to bring us acquaiotoi 
<with the cuftoms and manners of nations remofc 
from us, and which we have no opportunity, or 
4>erhaps inclination, to vifit in-perfbn ; and if the 
.author, on whom we depend, doceives (^r enqui- 
ries, and givjes a fii^ious account infteadofard 
one, our time in readbg him would be, inm^ 
opinion, as indifferently employed as on Jmaiit 
-de Gaul J Cqffismdray of iuiy otner romance. 

Bu T liowever the whim came -to ^e<e(bblilh'^ 
it is certain that Sir John MandiviUe^ and fome 
^h^rs, took a Grange liberty of impofing on the 
.credulity of ithe times they Hved in ; aod tbofe 
.who r«ui the .abiiini rdations fet down as real 
tfads in .their travels, would imagine that God 
.<had endued only the Europeans with reaibDaUe 

We cannot, without great injullice, rcfiJc t« 
acknowledge, that the moft accurate and autheo- 
rtic accounts we have of the inland parts of Cbvw^ 
.and all the kingdoms which compofe what we 
.call in general the Indies y we are indebted for to 
. the care and integrity of thofe mtflionaries fent 
vover by Lewis the fourteenth. That great and 
wife prince had an eye to fomewhat mofe than 
- barely propagating chrtftianity in thofe diftaflt 
climes, and therefore inade choice of fuch mco 
as he knew were capable of ferving the intereft^f 
•his policy, at the. fame time that they were preach- 
ing the gofpel of ialvatioa* 

This is whatever has and ever will redound 

io the glory of France^ above any other nsttios 

whatfocvcrj not even excepting Iime\ tbccc- 

cleliaftics in moft other parts of EuroftM^ hzvw% 

.ja no^rerMd.more eafy way to gprcfennent, ^^ 

few 
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few of them zealous enough to go fo far, and 
endure fuch immenfe fatigues, as thofe poor mif- 
iionariesare obliged to fuffer, for any recompence 
they could hope for at their return. 

As to thofe gentlemen who go on the fcore of 
commerce, our fadories being on the coaft, they 
have no occafion to run the hazard of penetrating 
any further into the conntries to which they trade ; 
and even thofe who refide there for many years, 
feldom are able to give any particular account of 
snore than perhaps a few miles beyond the forts 
erected for the defence of the colony ; fo that our 
curioiity can receive little information from that, 
quarter. ■ What we have had has beoi from 
perfons who, by fome ill accident having been 
thrown among the favages, made greater difcove* 
ries than they were ambitious of; and not being 
vidters out of choicey but necejjity^ thought more 
of getting home again in fafety, than of gratifying 
their inquiries* 

Of this number was a gentleman- of my par* 
ticular acquaintance, who, by reafon of the (hip 
he was in having fprung a leak, was obliged to 
put in at a little creek on the coaft of SumuuUra^ 
but far diftant from Bencoolen^ to which they were 
bound, and alfo from any other European fettle* 
ment, 

I HAVE often heard them fpeak of the hard- 
ihips both himfelf and thofe with him fuAained, 
smJ the many imminent dangers they efcaped, 
after having quitted their (hip \ but as things re« 
lated in a curfory manner are liable to be mif- 
taken, and there was fomething in the narrative 
I thought well worthy of a ferious attention, I 
defired him to give me the whole in writing \ 

Vot. III. N . which 
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which reqiieft he readily complied with, and I 
now prefent oiy readers with it, as I flatter mj* 
felf it will he an agreeable entertainment. 

A brief account of what hefelfome gentlemen^ wh 
VJtre Jhifwreckid on the coaji of Suiiunatra> in 
th £aft-lndies, 

AFTER we found our fliip too much difabied 
^ to give us any hope of proceeding on our 
voyage, and tbe^fea running very high, the ooly 
means of faving our (elves was to make land n 
poflible ; accordingly we crowded all the fail we 
could, and worked inceiiantly at the pump ; but 
as we did not know diredhr where we were, and 
die planks, efpecially on the larboard fide of the 
veflel, were f:>itxy moment giving way, we ex- 
peded no lefs than ihe would founder in fpite of 
all our diligence. We were juft beginning to de* 
j(pair^ when one of the Tailors cried out he fpied land : 
«— on this the captain immediately went up, and 
heing of the fame opinion, and alfo perceiving 
the current run firong that way, ordered all the 
&ils to be furl'd, and let her drive \ which for- 
tunate ftratagem prov'd lour prefervation, and we 
were carried by the force of the tide into a creek, 
where we ftuck f aft between two rocks. 

Every man now was to take what care of 
l^imfelf he could, and indeed moft of us were fo 
much rejoiced at having efeaped the^dangers of 
the fea, that we thought pot on what we might 
have to expert on a land where we were entire 
ilrangers, in cafe it were inhabited, which as yet 
we could not be certain of, being able to fee no- 
thing with our glafles which could give ua any 
IpforinptipJi. 
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Th£ captain, however, with feveral fai]ors» 
and two oi his mates, imd an eye to preferving 
fome part of what they had of value on board ; 
but the other two oiates, the boatfwain, gunner, 
Cook, fteward, and about two or three and twent^ 
6f the foremaft-men, as well as myfelf, thought 
•of nothing but fetting our feet once more upob 
terra firma^ 

We all got on the poop, and from thence 
damber'd over one of thofe rocks which had 
ferved us as a bulwark, and eafily defcended pa 
the fands, which were commodious enough to be 
•pafs'd. 

The country, at our firft entrance, appeared 
quite barren and mountainous^ but as we went 
fxurther we found it more plain, and feveral very 
fine fruit-trees fprinkled, as it were, up and down, 
which afforded us great refre(hment after the long 
fatigue we had endur'd : — we faw, however, no 
track of any human feet ; no huts, nor the leaft 
tokens of any inhabitants thereabouts: — the 
thoughts of being thrown on a place where we 
might perifli for want of fuftenancc, was ^tvf 
ihocking % but it lafted not long, and was fuc- 
•ceeded by other apprehenfions no lefs alarming. 

We were got, as near as I C2^n guefs, about a 
league and a hsdf from the fea-iide, when we per- 
ceiv'd, on the declivity of a hill, at a good dif* 
tance from us, feven or eight men, who, as we 
came nearer, feem'd by their habit, and quivers 
of arrows at their backs, to be Indians^ fuch a$ V7e 
.had feen upon the coaft of Bombay. 

At firft we rejoiced to behold any thing of our 
own fpecies> but foon found we had little reafon 

N a for 
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for it ; * for the favages, having defcried us^ all at 
pace let fly their arrow3, which as we after** 
vrards heard, being poifon'd» carry unfailing death 
wherever they hit: by great Providence all of 
^s eicajl'd this danger, but had reafon to exped a 
•much greater; for having difcharg'd this mark 
pf their difapprobation of our coming, they fet up 
a great cry, and ran up to the tc^ of tr^ hiU, 
which, as we ventur'd to approach, we faw W2S 
covet'd with trees, between which we could dif- 
cover a great number of Indians ^m'd as tbf 
pth^rsr 

This put us into a terrible eonflremation : — » 
we had each of us a gun it is true, but to make 
life of our arms we thought would ferve only to 
provoke thofe who feemed already not indin'd 
(o (hew us much favour, iince what would fuch 
ft, ftnsil quantity of ammunition as we were matters 
pf avail againft a whole people, who, on the leaft 
poife or any commotion, would have doubtleis 
gU pome dQwn upop us. 

Besides, as we ftood in need of every thing 
for the prefervation of life, it was unanimoufly 
agreed among us to majce friends, if poffible, of 
thpfe, which.if it had been otbprwife, we were i^ 
fio ^o^ditiop to pppofe as enemies. 

While we were debating on thefe things they 
came down the iiill, to the number of three or 
four hundred ; the fight of them put an end to 
pur confulta^ion, and beipg every one of us to 
fi m^> 4?termined' on fubmiffion, we laid our 
pieces on die ground, and all fell on our knees, 
inakinfg figns of diftref^^ and imploring their pro- 
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This made them withdraw their haws, Which 
before were all bent for our deftru£Hon, and 
draw round us in a circle, ftaring as the rabble 
of England would do on one of them, had we 
had them here in the odd habits thej wear there. 

Some of them, however, bad the policy to 
take up our guns, which we could perceive they 
were not wholly unacquainted with the ufe of ^ 
and after a good deal of difcourfe, the meaning of 
which we coUld not comprehend, none of us un« 
derftanding one word of the language, they made, 
figns for us to movet 

Obedience w'as ouf only fafety, fo wemarch*d 
as they direded, five or fix a-breaft, fome of the 
Indians before us, others on each fide, and the 
reft behind, till we came to the top of the hill^ 
where we found a great many armed and cloath'd 
the fame with our condudors ; but there were 
others to whom all thefe feem'd to pay homages 
and were as different from them in their habits^ 
as though they had been perfons of a diiFerenC 
nation. 

. We defcribed our diftrefs to themalfo as well 
aa we could, by our geftures', but they compre* 
hended little or what we meant, and after heaf'* 
ing a great deal of gabble, as we thought it, were 
carried down on the other fide of the hill, which 
then we found faced a fort of village, for we fa^ 
buts prettv numerous, and placed in a fafhion 
which haa fomething of order in it. 

Herb thev brought us fome boiled rice, and 
w^ter to drink in wooden calabafhes ; but night 
coming on, we were obliged to lie on the bare 
earth, and without any o&er covering than the 
heavens* 

N 3 OwR 
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Our guard kept fiill near us, and we were 
under very great apprehenfions tor our fate, tiot- 
withftanding the relief they had afforded us ; but 
early in the morning, a favage from the hill came 
running down ; and having defiver'd fomething to 
him who Peem'd to be the chief of theoi ^^ho had 
the care ot us, we were all re-conduded up, and 
T>rought into a very thick grove, in which fat, 
on two little hillocks of turf, an old hhian of a 
very venerable ^fpedl, and a woman who feem'd 
about forty years of age, and by lier complexion, 
air, and features, appeared to be an European^^ 
though her habit was exadly the fame as I had 
feen on thofe who are the natives of BencooUn and 
Bombay, 

After having received our oberfance, which 
we took care (hould be as humble and pity- mov- 
ing as poffible, {he agreeably furpriz'd us by aflcing 
in French of what country we were, ^nd by what 
accident we came to a place fo little vifited by an]^ 
of the European ilations.. 

How much reafon had I now to thank my 

r rents for having inffrudled me in this language^ 
being the only perfon in ^tbc whole company 
who underilood it* 

I IMMEDIATELY acquainted her with the 
misfortunes which had brought us before her, and 
begged, that as I found ihe was of the fame quar- 
ter of the globe with ourfelves, (he would exert 
her intereft for our protedion \ afluring her, as I 
truly might, that we came not as fpies, or anj 
other fmifter intent, and wifli'd for nothing \o 
much as that Heaven would furnifh us with fome 
meana of profecuting our voyage toBincooltny our 
fhip being entirely difabledi^ 

I HAn 
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I HAD no fooner told it was to Bencoolen we 
^ere bound-, than (he cried out we were on the 
continent of Summatra^ of which the factory I 
mentioned was a part \ >that it was indeed a pro** 
digious diftance from where we vvere^ but that 
i^e might travel thither by land, if provided with 
guides to cundud us over the mountains, which, 
flie faid, lay very thick along the coaft. — She 
concluded wvth telling us, {he would do her ut- 
moft to ferve us in this exigence, and that we 
might afi'ure ourfelves (he had fome influence over 
thofe in whofe power we were. 

She then, as t fuppofe, related our cafe to 
the old Indian^ who, we might eafily perceive by 
his countenance, was verv well fatisiied to hear 
her fpeak : *— after they nad difcourfed together 
for fome time, we were removed back to the p)ac« 
iR^here we had pafled the night ; but were ferved 
with fomewhat better provifion, and more gentle 
looks, than we had been the day before. 

Oua fituation was, however, very uneafy to 
U9, as we couM not yet be certain in what man«> 
ner our fate ^ould be determined j and indeed 
Heaven only knows what in the end would have 
become of us, if fomething had not happene«i 
which contributed much more to our deliverance, 
than all our dtftreiTesand fubmifiionsVould have 
had power to do. 

After continuing in a {kx'xSi confinen^ent, 
though in the open air, for four whole days, and 
as many nights, on the fifth we were fummoned 
' jn all hafte up to the grove, where we found, the 
Indian and the lady leated as before, and to our 
inexpreifible aftoniOiment, our captain, the two 
mates> and all thofe of the ibip'9 crew we had 

N 4 kfc 
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left on boards and bad given over for loft: — their 
furprize at the fight of us was not at all inferior 
to ours; — the opinion they had of our deftiny 
being much the Ciaie we had entertained of theirs. 

Urged by an equal propenfity, we all raH 
into each other's arms^and mingled promifcuous 
embraces^ without any coniideration of the per- 
fons we were before : we found afterwards^ how- 
ever^ that this heneft joy^ and brotherly affiec* 
tion^ was not difpleafiog to thofe who were wit- 
nelTes of it* . 

The firfc hurry of our fpirits being ovef , the 
captain, myfeJf^ and the third mate^ who fpoke 
French perfedly wel)^ turned to the lady, and 
begged Ihe would pardon thi^ little fally we had 
been guilty of,' and intercede with the great man 
for we know not what eife to call him, to for- 

five the liberty we had taken in his prefence. 
he fmikd and complied forthwith with our 
rcqueft i on which he voucbfafed us a gracious 
nod, and then commanded us to retire ; which 
we did under our former guard, thou^ much 
hsppier than before, becaufe we now had with 
us our dear companions, from whom we learned 
all that had befallen them ilnce our quitting the 
ihip. 

They told us,that having ftripped their chefts 
of great part of the money and Jinnen each was 
mafters of, which they rolled round their waifis, 
they ftuiFed their pockets with flint, fteel, to- 
bacco, gunpowder aiKl ihot : that every one of 
them brought off two guns, feme fair beef and^ . 
bifcuits tied up in napkins, over their fiiouldeK" 
and the moft robuft had fmall runlets of bei^^r 
under their arms: that thusloaded^^ theyrcraa]i}ted, 

as 
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8» we had done, over the rocks, where, in getting 
down, one of the pieces unhappily went oS^ 
killed one man, and wounded another in the 
thoulder : that they had buried the dead among 
the fand^, and having taken what care they couM 
of the perfon who was hurt, rambled as we had 
done, to explore a country where all were equally 
flrangers. 

But not to be too tedbus in (b dilinterefting 
a part of my narrative, they were feized in the 
fame manner we had been, by another party of 
the IndianSyZtidy like us, finding oppofition wouki 
be in vain, had likewife Airrendered their armsand 
themfflves prisoners at difcsetion. 

They had been, however, (bmewhat mofer 
kindly treated by their guards, than we were be* 
fore the interceffion of the woman, not only oa 
account of their giving the Indiana 2l tafte of the 
brandy they had brought out of the (hip, but alicr 
bccaufe one of them fpoke the Afaiayan language^ 
which being very little different from* that of 
Summatra, he made them eafily comprehend the 
diftrefs they were in j. and alfo^ that if any wouU 
venture along with them to the place where they 
had left the vefTel, they believed enough might 
be got out of her to pay them for their trouble^ 
and alio for what civilities they ihould beftow* — ^ 
Kone pf them daring to accept of this offer with- 
out the confent of their chief,, the propofal was 
made to him^ who took feme time to confidep 
en ity and in thQ meanwhile ordered they (houldE 
be kindly ufed. 

V 
V • 

Thpi a intelligence gave us great hop^s that 
the plunder of the wreck would engage then^ to> 
provide- us guides to BenMokn^^A the^ v^oipanbad' 

N 5 ' toldi 
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old us there w» a poffibility of going tbicher bj 
land. 

We paTs'd the night more agreeably than per- 
Ibns in our circuoiftances could be expeSed to do i 
we fupp'd on fonie oi- the provifion our captain 
and his companions had brought on fbore^ and the 
pulfe and fruits the Indians fupplied us widv 
ferved as a defcrt. While we were eating, the 
failor, who was our interpreter,' aik'd n^ny 
queftions concerning the nature of the fdace we 
were in, to all which the Indians anfwner'd in a 
Very frank manner. 

They told us, that the huge empire' of Sum^ 
fnatra was divided into an hundred provinces, or 
little kingdoms, but that tbey had one who had 
the fupreme authority over all, and ftikd him« 
•felf Swireign rfan hundred kingsy foU lord of tin 
golden maintain of Achen, and difpofer of a thou^ 
Jiind iflands. 

On our afldng what religion was profefe'd, they 
anfwer'd, that every diftrid had its peculiar 
wor&ip, and that they were at liberty to change 
their god as often as they pleas'd. 

We then deiir^d to know what kind of divi^ 
irity was adored in that part we were in^ <^ 
which one of the oldeft amcmg them gave us die' 
following very odd account* 

< We had, faid he, (dkeAiog his dtfcourfe to 
^our interpreter) a^ god, that •had been wor- 
< (hipp'd time out of mind among us j but I know 

* not for what reafon^ our people at laft grew 

* weary of htm, and cut him to pieces, and 
f tbren^ bi& limbs into the fea 5 |ben fell to 

- - 'snaking 
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* making another, which they hew*d biit of a 

* great tree in the valley : — when they had fa- 

* fiiion'd it to their mind, they grew fo exceflively 

* fond of it, that every man voluntarily ftripp'd- 

* himfelf of al] the fich things in hk poflfeffion t(r 

* adorn it. 

He then proceeded to defcribe in what manner' 
fhis image was drefs'd, and what immenfe trea« 
ftires were laid out upon it, but the proper names* 
of its habiliments were unintelligible to our inter- 
preter 5 fo that he could only tell us in general,, 
that the idpl was certainly the moft gorgeous one 
that ever was beheld in any country. 

This, howe\'cr, he perfeSly underftood, that 
five hundred pricfts had a very great revenue ap- 
propriated fgr what they call'd divine fervice, and 
that two ihoufand guards, of whom our informer 
bimfelf was one, were appointed to Watch night 
and day, left any Europeans^ ftiould attempt to' 
land there, and rob the facred grove. 

This was fufficient to rtiake us know the idot 
was not far oflp ; but had we doubted it, the /«- 
dian foon explained himfelf, and faid it was placed* 
oo the fummit of that hill, part of which we had 
been permitted to afcend, in order to be brought 
before the chief prieft, who, it feems, was the 
perfon over whom the European woman had fc^ 
much influence. 

THfi compaffian (he had teftified for u$ obliged- 
us to take fome intereft in her affairs, which, 
bcfidc our curiolity of knowing by what ftrange' 
adventure one of her complexion .came to be 
placed among thefe favages, made us^ defire our 
interpreter tQ enquire who (he was, and what 

N ^ ftatlo»i 
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fiatioo flie heM^ which oould induce her to coa- 
tinue there. 

Th£ queftion was no fooner alk'd, than air 
Indian^ who had not fpoke before 9 ftarted up, 
and told our interpreter, that nobody could inform 
us better in that matter than himfelf, for he was 
one of thofe who took her up as (he was lying half 
dead on the fands. 

* In a great tempeft, iaid he, that happeii!d 
^ twenty or twenty-one years ago^ a fhip, but 

* whither bound we knew not then, happen'd to 

* be wreck'd on our coaft : — feveral of us were 
^ fent down to fee what we could find, and there 

< were indeed a great many things that the waves 

* had thrown on Ihore, after the fplitting of the 

* veflfel, but I believe there was no foul but this 
^ woman efcap'd v— we rubb'd her temples, aod 

' ^ held her up to pour the water out of her, and 

< at laft {he came to her£blf>. but feem'd very 
. * much affli£tedi 

< We have a law, which- makes it death to 
conceal from the king any part of what we find 
this way s (b ihe was prefented to him as well 
as every thing elfe we took up. The high-prieft 
of our good Tayhu happen'd to be prefent, and 
taking a fancy to this woman, begg*d her for 
4)imfdf, which was imnaediately granted ;, for 
Indeed he has, in effect, more power in die 
kingdom than the fovereign. — He had Irtde 
fatisfa£tion in her company^ however, for a 
great while i for (be did nothing but weep and 
fauuent, nor could underfland one word we faid 
^ to her^ or soake herlielf undeiftood by us» 

c Buy 
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* But the good ufage (he received made her 

* griefs wear off in time, and^alfo brought her 

• very well acquainted with our language, whicb 
.^ (he now fpeaks as perfeSly as if born among us- 

* She then, told us, that her father was a Dutch- 
^ merchant, and was going with all his effed^s and 

* family to fettle at Batavia^ when that terrible. 
^ fiorm fwept all away but her unhappy felf. 

* At firft,. continued the hidian^ (he could 
*: never mention this misfortune without a flood 
^ of tears;, but by degrees grew perfedly rccon»- 
^ ciled to her fate, and is no lefs fond of the 

• high prieft than he is of her ; — has had feverat 
< childrtn by him, and he abandons all his othec 
^ women to devote himfelf entirely to h«r/ 

Kere be finifh'd what be had to fay of this 
woman, and fome of our men cried out, (he 
might very well content herfelf to be one of the- 
greateft women in the country, and to have fo 
good a hufband ; but others of us thought in a- 
ilifferent manner,, and wonder'd how any one,, 
who, by the Indian's account, was of fufficient 
years to have beenperfefUy mftru£bd in the prin*- 
ciples of the Chrifiian faith^ at the time her ill 
fortune threw, her on that coaft, could ever be 
brought to think herfelf happy,, not only among. 
Pagans^ but alfo lie by the fide of the chief pf 
thofe who preach'd. idolatry,, and become the 
mother q£ a race of infidels. 

None of us covM^ however^ forbear pitying, 
the fad neceffity ihe had been under,, as perhaps- 
there are not many who, in the fame circum* 
ftance« would have had fortitude enough to have 
enabled them, to b^ve adedotbersrife*. 

Our: 
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Our guards, who b; the help of that rum 
and brandy the captain had brought with him, 
being now grown rery good^natur'd and commu- 
Hicative^ acquainted us alfo with many other 
things relating to their religion and government ^ 
which, as they have been already related by other 
bands, and ydu havo doubtlefs read, I fliali not 
trouble you with the repetition of : I {hall only 
acqi^aint you, that what they faid of thi& great 
idol Tayhuy gave us a prodigious curioflty to fee 
it, efpecially as they told us, that in three days 
the king and all the chiefi of that diftri£^ were 
to come and pay their folemn devotions, that be^ 
ing the firft day of the new moon, on which 
they never fail'd- to facrifice. 

• 

Desirous as we were of getting to B^ncspUn*. 

A\s ceremony promifed to have foniething in it 
which would, compenfate for the deferring our 
journey till after the performance ; as the Indians 
told us there would be no obje&ion to. our being 
prefent at it*. 

W£ wert in no great danger, as it happened, 
of not having our curiofity gratified in this point } 
for it being agreed that we fliould go with a large 
party of Indians in order to fee what the wreck 
would afFord, we were obliged to wait all the 
next day for the difpatch coming from the king 
for that purpofe : -—a ceremony, which, it feems,. 
could not he difpenfed with in thefe cafes« 

On the arrival of this mandate, we went with 
about two hundred favages to efeort us, and bring 
Vhat was to be found. Never fure was a more 
melancholy fight, than to fee that gallant vefiel 
fplic into a thoufand pieces, her bottom funk, but 
great pieces of the deck and fides flttuing on the 

wavcs^ 
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waves, aiidsbtbors thrown upon the iands : — a 
cheft of filver, and another of cloatbs and linnen^ 
belon^ng to the captain^ with two caflcs of 
brandy, fliick faft in the mud, all which we 
haul'd up : -^ We thought alio that we faw fome 
ethers in the fisa at fome little dtftance ;.on which,, 
about twenty of the Indians, ran to a creek on the 
flCher fide of the rock^ where we had landed, and 
having feveral canoes tied there got into them,, 
and row'd among the fpl inters of the wreck : — 
tbey bad the . good fortune to pick up a box, 
wherein was a good deal of plate, watches, with 
many valuable things, and a great cheft of knives, 
and forks, pen-knives, fnuff- boxes, cafes of in- 
ftruments, and other hard ware, which is a great: 
commodity in thole parts. 

# 

Ik fine, we brought home fufHcient to make 
them fatisfied with having fent us on this expe- 
dition, and alfo to confent we fhould have four 
Indians^ who knew the country. perfe£Uy well, 
to condudus as far as the king of this country's- 
4otiiinions extended; but as we had thofe belong 
ing to anx>thcr prince, or chief, to pafs thro% be- 
fore we could arrive at BtntooUn^ we muft make 
there what intereft we could for ourfetves» 

This we thought extremely teird, fince they 

had fo well paid themfelves for all the favours We 

had received, or were to hope for from them;, 

^£or I miifi obibrve to you, that they fuffer'd us 

to (hare with them in no part of what they got 

.from the wreck of our ihip^ except a few fhirt» 

^the captain's, which he was fo generous to let 

'US ail have alternately, while we wa(h'd thofe we 

, bad upon our backs* 

Not- 
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Notwithstanding this mercenary barba- 
rity to unhappy wretches, who, they were weH 
convinced, lud loft their all, they dfd not fail to 
flfiagnify their hofpitality ; which we durft not 
complain of^ nor would it have been prudence to 
kave done fo, confidering we were entirely in 
their power, and that inftead of fending us any 
part of our way, they might have deftroy'd us 
all. 

We therefore put the heft face on matters we 
could, and as we were not to depart till after the 
Sacrifice, we pafs'd that time in perfeSing fooie 
of the Indians in (hooting with fire-arms, for 
which they feem'd very thankful, ami indeed 
mended our provifion upon it; fo that I cannot 
but fay we had now nothing to complain of on 
that fcore* 

• 

The morning appointed for this great feftival 
was uiher'd in with mufic, as they calPd it, and 
was fuch as it is utterly impoffible to make any 
o&e comprehend without hearing it : the inftru- 
ments plav'd upon were of three forts ^ the firft 
were of long logs of timber, hung round widi 
large pieces of brafs, copper and iron, without 
any form, but tied to the wood, which, being, 
carried between two lufty favages, who jump'd 
and fkipp'd aH the way they went, hit one agaioft 
the other, and made a mou horrible tintamar. — 
The fecond was^of poles placed in the ground, at 
about fix yards diftance, hung round- with blad- 
ders, which being ft ruck upon with huge flat 
pieces of wood,, made fomei^at like our batde* 
dores, but twenty times bigger, gave a prodigious 
found. — The third was a hollow piece of wood, 
lined with copper, and of a great length, fup- 
forted by two ftakes, and fill'd with large ftoncsy 

whicb 
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which two Indians at each end continually lifting, 
fwiftly up and down, made a rattle, as they rott- 
ed in the trough, very much like thunder, tho* 
more loud than is genecally heard in our quarter 
of the world. 

This dreadful noife continued till the grand 
proceffion 2m>pear'd, when came the king and 
queen, foUow'd by their children^ the whole 
court, and all the chiefs of that country : -—their 
fwarthy majefties were dref^'d extremely gaudy > 
aod their long jet black hair, which is common 
to all the Indians of thefe parts, was ornamented 
with pearls, diamonds^ and the feathers of feveral 
Ibrts of birds, as were their garments alfo : — - 
twelve ftout Indians carried a canopy of yellow 
and green filk, under which all the royal family 
walkM : — the reft had umbrelloes, fupported by 
their own particular flaves : — after thefe, fof- 
low'd an immenfe crowd of the inferior natives^ 
.among , whom our guards told us we might 
mingle, and gp up the hill. 

We did fo, and when we reach'd the top^ 
found we muft defcend by five or fix grafly fteps 
kito the facred grove, in the midft of which was 
placed the idol- Taybu^ whicb when we beheld 
we no longer were furprized that fuch a number 
of guards were appointed to watch night and dajr 
for its fecurity. 

Never certainly was any thing more magni- 
ficent,, and I have often fince thought it would be 
worth the while of fome European adventurers to 
aim at taking (b rich a prize. 

• * 

The figure, indeed, in itfelf was only wood,. 
as I have related i and as. the^ are no very good 

carvers* 
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carvek in this country, the limbs and features of 

the face were but indifferent : — the afpetSt had 

fomewhat in it horribly grixnj^ and one wouM 

think they had firaiii'd all their ingenuity to ren^ 

dcr it fo \ the complexion being painted blue, 

was daub'd here and there with ftreaks of fcarlet 

and a dufty orange colour, refembling fire ; the 

lips, which are thick and large, were made of 

coral, and feem^d parting as in attitude to fpeak ; 

the eyes were two large diamonds, fet round with 

pearls of fuch a prodigious magnitude, that one 

of our mates, who had been apprentice to a lapir 

dary before his inclination for fea took place^ af- 

fured us each was worth a province : whether bis 

•eftimation favoured not a little of the hyperbolical, 

I will not venture to affirm, but fure it is, that 

they were of very great ^value: — the legs were 

braced round with fillets of gold, with emeralds, 

•^phires, carbuncles, and other precious ftones; 

and the fandals <»ii the feet were filver clawed 

with diunoods : -^ the gvnwnts whidi covir^d 

the body of this tremendous figure^ wece of fisune- 

colour'd taffety, border'd with pearls : the right 

\axA hdd a fpear, and the left a trideiit, denoting 

the command of both fea and land : -^ the head, 

inftead of hadr» was adorn'd with a great quantity 

of (inall gold wire, which bung down over die 

ihoulders, and reach'd aimoft tathe elbow: — 

in fine, every part of it was contrived (b as to 

make the whole appear gorgeoufiy dreadfuL 

Behind the idol, which was in a ftanding 

pufture* was placed a throne of amber, and over 

•it a huge canopy of maffive gold, which ihelter'd 

both from receiving any prejudice by rain, ortfty 

other inclemency of the weath,er. 

But to fee with what folenm reverence thrfe 

' poof 
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poor Indians approached an image, which, but a 
few years paR, their own hands had faftiion'd out, 
would have excited the utmoft pity for their fim- 
j^icity, had not our own unhappy circumftanccs 
too niuch cn^groiled all ^at pafiion, to leave any 
fliare of it for other objeds. 

First, they bowed, folded their arms upon 
their brcafts, then fell proftrate on the earth, in 
mfhich pofture they remained fome time in a pro- 
found filence j the prrefts, who ftood ail the while 
on the right and Jeft of the idol, muttering fome* 
what between their teeth ; after which the chief 
priefl laid hrs hand on the head of the king, queen,, 
ilrid royal 'family j as did the others on thofe of the 
whole aiTembly. This ceremony took up a good 
deal of trme, but none lifted up their fuces from 
the ground till it was ended :— then, on the found 
of the muAc afready dcfcribcd, which began by a 
fignal given by a perfon appointed for that office^ 
2)1 Parted up at onoe, and began t)» dance and 
lump round the idol, their majefties, and thofe 
belonging to them^ forming the firft circle 5 — the 
chief of their nobility and war officers, the ^ond % 
and the reft promifcuoufly* 

• Wh8K they had fufficiently wearied themfclves 
y0\xh dit exercife, the great ones ky down on the 
grafs between the trees, and partook of ft repaiir 
ferved to them in diflies of gold and filver* 

While they were eating, about twenty /«^ 
^uns, naked down to their watft^ ruflied from the 
afTembly with knives in their hands, and danced 
before the idol,, cutting and gafhing their fle(h> 
till that part of the grove was dyed all over with: 
their blood.. 

At 
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At firft we looked on this as z fupernumenuy 
z& of devotion ; but our interpreter having en- 
quired into it, told us, that it was done every 
month) and that chofe who offered themfelves to 
perform this barbarous ceremony, were always 
liberally rewarded, and held afterwards in greal 
eftimation. 

We faWy indeed, that having made themfelves 
all over wounds, and utterly unable to continue 
any longer thofe horrid teftimohies of zeal, tbcr 
were carried off in triumph by the populace, wbofir 
ihouts added to the favage concert of inftruments. 

All. the circles had alfo proviiion broueht 
them, ibme in earthen, and others in wooden 
veffels, according to their degrees } but we could 
perceive that the priefts, their wives and concu- 
bines, had the yerj beft of everv thing placed 
before them ; on which we could not forbear 
making fome Tcry ihrewd remarks among our- 
felves. 

In eiating) drinkii^, and dancing, the whole 
day paffed over; and evening coming on, the 
king, queen, and court withdrew, and after them 
the whole affembly, none riemaining but the high* 
prieft and his retinue, who had their refidence in 
the facred grove. 

Thus have I given as full a defcription as my 
memory will enable me, of this pompous facri- 
fice, which is indeed the only thing I faw worthy 
of being related, during the time I was in Sum* 
matra. 

As we were coming down the hill, ihcr Dutch 
woman ffepped from among the crowd, and 
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.called me in French^ -^ Vcus Chevalier Anglois, — 
On which I turn'd, and flie put into my hand a 
little piece of copper coin, faying to me in the 
fame language, -^rv^^otf bear from me again ^ rc" 
turn me this piece of money * 

I WAS very much furpriz'd at the prefent flic 
made me« as it was not, even in Hollandy m value 
above a penny, and could not even -be of that fer- 
vice to me where 1 was : — 1 would noth wever, 
feem to flight her favour, efpecially as it was ac- 
companied with fuch remarkable words, though at 
that time I was far from comprehending the mean- 
ing of them. 

TirE-4icxt day being fixed for our departure, 
we fet out early in the morning, accompanied by 
thofe four who were appointed for our guides, and 
who had orders to provide necefTary food for us 
till we got out of this kingdom. — What was to 
become of us afterwards, or by what means we 
Ihould be able to prcfecute our journey, pennylefs 
and almoft naked as we were, we left to Heaven, 
having only this to confble us, that we {hould be 
yet nearer to the place where We might expert to 
find relief. 

It is not material to recount the many hard- 
Alps we endured while travelling through th» 
wild and (avage country, the huge mountains we 
were obliged to climb, the difficulties we found 
in our deteent from fome of them, being fo fteep 
that we could not walk, but were often forced to 
Hide down on her ftony furface, which tore not 
only the poor remains of cloaths we had upon 
our backs, but alfo our flefli, even to the bone ; 
the many rivers we fwam over, or waded thro', 
vith the water above our chinS) very rarely meet*- 

inj( 
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ing with aay canoes ; the thick forefts we firug* 
gled with in our paflage,. where the trees are foiiir 
terwoven, and the boughs grew fo low, that t9 
creep like reptiles on the earth was the only re- 
fource we had \ n3t to mention the perpetual daor 

fers we were in from the wild beails, it fliaJl fuf- 
ce to fxy^ ^^ efcsrped them all, and t>y the pro- 
vidence of God, arrived, at theexpiratipn of eleven 
days, on the territories pf another monarch. 

Now did our hearts begin to ake afre(h> left 
we fhould be taken prifoners, as before i or even 
if we were fuffer'd to pafs unn^olefted, how we 
fhould avoid perifliing for want of, fubflftance: 
But here, as in many other inftances of my life, I 
have experienced, .relief was n^afeft iN^en it was 
leaft expe£ied. 

As our guides were preparing to take their 
leave, one of them cajled our interpreter afide^ 
and at the fame time beckon'd Qie to foU^w } I 
did fo, aiid as foon :we were got at a c^nvenieiit 
dillance frofn the company, io as not. to be beard 
or feen by them, the Indian pluck'd a l^them 
pouch from under his ^rment, and put it into 
my hands, and then faid fomething to my com^ 
panion, at which he feemed as much amaz'd as I 
was at the n^aniQg of the pti^fipnt made to me : 
he recover'd himfelf imqp^fiiatejy, however, and 
told me that the Dutch My^ whom they called 
Cathaoidf had (ent me an hundred crowns fear the 
ufe of myfelf and friends; but that (be might be 
certain the perfon {he confided in, had faithfully 
difcly^rge^ the tr^ft (he repofed in him, defir'd I 
would fend fomething back to her, as a token I 
Jud received her b^evoleoce* 

. I WAS now fio loi^^r at.a Jo6 .to know what 

flie 
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{he had meant by giving me that piece of copper 
money t and bidding me Return it whenever I 
h^ard from her again : a thing at that time I 
thought next to an impoffibility, and it was a 
piece of great good fortune, that I had preferv'd 
this token, which I gave to the man, and defir'd 
my friend to bid him carry that to the lady, which 
I was ver3r certain would convince her he had 
not abufed her confidence, and with it my moft 
humble and fincere acknowledgments for her 
goodnefs to me and my unfortunate companions. 

This was all that pafs'd between us ; we then 
rejoihM the others, and the -four Indians being de- 
parted, I took out my pouch, and furpriz'd them 
with the fight of the money it contained, and the 
way by which in came into my hands : we agreed, 
however, to try fir ft what relief we (hould find 
from the compaiHon of thefe new hofts, fince it 
would be time enough to pay for what we want- 
ed when we found we could procure it no other 
way, — As the others, however, had ftripp'd us 
of every thing the wreck had left, we had little 
reaibn to expedt better entertainment from their 
neighbours, nor did we even hope it, but re- 
folved to hufband that money the Dutch lady's 
charity had beftowM on us as well as we could. 

We very much lamented the want of our guns, 
feeing many birds, and fome cattle, which we 
knew would have been excellent fpod ; but then 
again, as we afterwards refleded, the difcharge cit 
fire-arms might have alarm'd the Indians^ and in- 
volved us in worfe mifchiefs. 

On the whole, therefore, we contented our^ 
felves with fuch provifion as we could either beg or 
purchafe from the Indians : we ^und this coun- 
try 
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try much better peopled than die other we had 
left, and that we had no occafion fcM' a guide, 
keeping our way along by the (ea coaft. 

Not HI NO worthy of remark happening in 
this journey, 1 will not trouble you with the par- 
ticulars 1 only tcU you, that in nineteen days we 
had the pleafure of arriving at B^ncoolen^ though 
fo disfigured with the innnite hardfliips we had 
fuftain*d, that we were fcarce to be known by 
thofe who had formerly been moft intimate with 
us. 



In this gentleman's narrative, we find nothing 
of thofe mooftrous defer ipt ions fome books of t^- 
vels have given us ; and as he had the misfortune 
to be oblig'd to pafs through two nations of the 
Indies^ had there been any fuch prodigies in na- 
ture to have been found there, he muft certainly 
have been witnefs of thenu It was for this rea- 
ibn, and becaufe I know his veracity may be de- 
pended upon, that I inferted what he was fo kind 
to fend, for the gratification of my own particular 
curiofity ; but believe he will not be difpleafed at 
the publication, fmce.it may ferve to give a more 
juft idea of thofe diilant parts of the globe than 
has been commonly entertain'd of them. 

Some peopip, to whom I have communicated 
&is account, have objeded to that part of it which 
concerns the idol, thinking it impoffible that any 
nation could be fo abfurd as to adore a wooden 
image they themfelves had made \ but I cannot 
fee why this fhould be a matter at all to be dif- 
puted : Did not the Ifraelttes worihip the golden 
calf made out o( their own plate and rings 1 and 

do 
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^ we not daily fee infiances of particular perfbns, 
tvho idolise^ aad in a manner worfhip) wliat has 
no other merit than themselves have given it f 
Not images indeed made of wood, of gold, of 
filver, or of ftone, but thing^^ which, thoiigh 
indued with the faculties of fpeech and mo- 
tfionj'afe no way better than ftatues, and fr^ 
xjuently much worfe } fmce the one can do no 
JKarm,. and the other> by a mad partiality, being 
elevated to a ftation beyond what they were bora 
to, or taught how to behave in, prove the ruia 
of thofe who have raisM them to that unbecom- 
ing height, •— Inanimate idols will remain where* 
ever they are placed by thofe who make them : — -* 
they have jnot the- p^wer of deceiving or betray* 
ing us, nor can take any thing from usbuf what 
we are pleas'd t6 give^ and which we alfo maj 
rcTume if we think fit, — But when w^ create 
oarfdves deities of fieifa and blood, and iJindl^ 
refolye to obey their dilates, and follow where- 
ibever they lead, we are in danger of having oitf 
0iorals corrupted by their pernicious example ; — ^ 
pf our underftanding being impo&'d upon by their 
'artifices and lying ffratagems } — <- and when thejp 
have rendered us ripe for dcfiruaion, by the for- 
feiture of our honeily and common fenle,^ we are 
' in danget of being either cajoled , or intimidated 
^into yielding up, not only ail we enjoy ourfelvesi, 
(for that would fcarcedeferve commiieration) but 
all the rightsalfo of our innocent poftefity, which^ 
to the end of time, may fufFer for our faults, -^ 
.Nothing is more common than to fee< the moft 
-unworthy objc<as loved and reveraKed, while 
what is truly deferving fhall be ncde^cd, and 
perhaps defpifed. •— I knew a geatleaian once, 
who took fuch a fancy to rufh-candles, that he 
would fufFer no other to be burnt before him, hsd 
them fet up in golden candlefticki. and quarreird 
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with his bed friends if they happened to move 
<oo haftily about the room, for fear of flaring^ or 
•putting cut hi^ beloved lights. You will lay xbh 
is infatuation ; no jdouht, whatever deviates froiA 
-reafoii and good fenfe is fo : but that not only 
^private perfons, but whcle nations have been, and 
fiWl are guilty of it, none that has hcard> or feen 
;^ny thing of the world, .can deny. 

I T«INK, therefore, that neither the flacerify 
<of my friend's narrative is to becaU'd in qHeftion 
^H this account, nor the Indians look'd upon as 
'^he only fools of the creation for the wodhip they 
fBj their idoL 

But all this, I confefs, is digreffive of the fub- 
•Jcd I fat ddwn to write upon } I fliall therefore 
^!k>w tetum to it, and endeavour, as far as in my 
-^w«r, to combat, with the arms of truth, 1/14$ 
^gigantic vice ; which, l&e a huge ColoJJks^ /eems 
10 beftride Great^Britainy and fet hi;s foot at once 
'frof^ Tweed to Tbame» 

> Amazing is ft, that a vice, fo deteftable bodi 
ioGod and man^ fliould be not only allowed but 
-l^couraged ; «nor does it feem lefs ftrange, that 
\|:hofe who find their credulity has been impos'd 
4ipon, (hould, inftead of refenting the d^eption^ 
^ajce %% a jrnajtter of laughter^ 

T6 find one's felf the dupe of others, even ia 
^he mofl t^-ivial ai&irs, in my opinion is a very 
igreat mnr^tificatron, and fuch ^ one, as one fhould 
^ink, .was fcarce to be forgiven ; yet in thefc de- 

fenerate day^, we pafs over without notice, thp 
aving been beguiled and deceived in things of thp 
jgfeateft confequence, our whole fortunes, rcpu- 
^tions, jmd oujC very lives not excepted. 
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*' NAYi to'fach a;d6gree of ftupidity are we 
arrived," ^as'tb grirdrt^dit W the fame dull iyc over 
and over again; refign our faith to that which, 
perhaps^ not a week paft we detefted as a fa]{hood, 
and take for a facred truth to-day, whatyefterday 
we knew^ was but invention. . 

* Thjere are lyes' calculated to^ laft a rtbnth, a 
-wpefc, a dayi nay fometime^.conti^adift^d'by thofe 
ihat fofg*(f thent, the fame^ hour j aTidVwnoever 
fcould pretend to relate any thing he* hears from 
common fame, .or from moftjof the publfc nefws- 
papers, will be in very great danger of having 
cither bis underflahding or his fihcerity fufpefited. 
And-yd:, as Mr; J3r;ra^^«-juft}y"feys, ^* •■ - 

^e rabhk ^ihtr Votind the man ofnetus^ ^ 
-And, gating'^ fhrrth Uften with their mhUs : 
Some teky form ,hear^ fome j^dge, of news, tome 
mah it^ ... z.\u ^:... . 

- And he who lyes moji loUd^ is mfl believ'd. 



/»; t; C • . *: 



' So fond, iridfcd/'alfe moft peopte of novelties, 
thdt they;ruiigr^dilyto h^aJ. what they befdPe 
•ard corivihtef Wilf hkve no refSmMahce of truth 
• hi it I and' inftead !of condemning, • as they oagfft 
to do, .the impoftor, feem pTeas'd at Ws endeawura 
to deceive ^hem. . 

j' It wfe're to bt wWChowevei?, that AIs indi^L 
lence, or credulity in the 6fc*4r»,' were thfeortlt 
encourawtnent given fof the inventing of falfe- 
•hodds, kird .thii'rione'Wrel^ti^ut"through 
mci'e wantonnefs j but I am fotcy-ihzi iny fpeSU- 
tonal capacity convinces me,- -thatthere are hiore 
powerful motives which give birth to the many 
;al?rurd and prepofterous ftories, which, of late 
yW9i have fo much engrofe'd our attention. 

O 2 It 
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It 13 interefty almidity intereflt wbicb^ » tht 
poet above cjuoted truly tell^ uA| that nukes aO 
fron realiMi that Ics4b toiu 

Self-ioterdI fV tie m»Jl freumling cbeat^ 
The fly feJhuer of both agt and youth j^ 
Tbiyjludy tbot^ and think tbeyfludy truth : 
jybm tnUrtftJortifiii an argunuBt^ 
Wiak fiofinUrves to gain the wiWs affetti 
for fouls meody warped r^ceivi an ea 

knrtp 
IFe onh feem ti hate» and teem to love;» 
Jbtereft tsffiUthi point 9n tubi^b we nuv€ : 
Our frien<Ss #rff foes, our foes are fnends agen^ 
Jndf im their, tunv9 an kimvcs and honeft 

wten_» 
Our iron age is grown an age ffffM^ 
^fh who mf TDo&^fer all um wou'd be fold* 

Ik fintt Uui flameful ^ualit}r, this iodicatioii 
ef the moft baTe and g^velmg aiifid» which none 
Mr^bardj enough to avow, yet fuch numbers fe* 
cretly {unfiife, is privfttefar cpnverted into a vo* 
vaiar^ a kind of tradet oy which people who 
could fcarce get bread by any other^ ac(|uirp great 
fprtiines, and fometioies honour and prefennents: 
«««- the man, who is ingenious this way^ will never 
want employment for his inventive faculty^ re- 
wards proportioned to die fervice of his lye, nor 
piQtcdi«n from tbejeiimtoicitf .of tbofe wamigr 
npye be^n InJpPd by it* 

It lanniil be expeded» neither would it be pro* 
peff that I flKMiM enumerate all the different lyei» 
py which the mak^s prop^fe to themfelves advan* 
U^ \ *— every one knows that theti: are fatriit 
)y9», ip^ mf^ifi^rigl lyes, ^^fcrwiing lyes, — 9e* 

ittfafm 
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itiJattvelytSi ••^ Ijres to rtnszie the malecontenfi and 
lyes to beguile Ac hdneft inquirer ^ — Jycs to gct^ 
xich ^ivef and hufbands, and lyes to get rid of 
them aftdrwards ; — • ljc$ to magnify^ and lycs tq 
JepTiciaU public credk^ according as cither ferves 
the purpofc of ^Changt- Alley i — lyes called ^i • 
vati intelligime Uomjleets and f a-w/j ; — lyes that 
bear the name o^ faret hijlories^ -^ lyes to fifti 
dangerous truths ixom the mouths of the unwary : 
•^ but there are other Iyes> to whith I (hall Hot 
give an qpitbet, mudi lefs pretend to define* 

In ho^ unhappy a dilemma is tl^e iincere and 
. Iioneft mind involved, when, to be fecure> one 
muft doubt of twtty thing f — How i* it poffiblc^ 
that people 6f any family, community, or evert 
iiaftiorr, cka live together in that brotherly afFec* 
tion, fa much recommended in holy writ, and fo^ 
nece&ry for. the common good, when every indi- 
vidual muft fufpcd all the reft, guard againft all 
the reft, and Irve in a continual lear, that every 
one he converfes witb^ h aiming ta impofe uponf 
Um ! 

CoKfiDSiireB iir tilt fife of focib^, zti the' 
k>nd of friend(hip s withoitt it» both muft iUl to 
die ground, and mankind regard e^dx other zi 
beaffs of pi'ey* 

How juft, therefore, is that piayer of the tfoyaf 

prophet, 

Remove far from me^ O Lord ! the lying Ups^ 
and. tie mouth thatfpeaketh vanities. 

EvrttY one knows the mifchiefs that are fre- 
quently occs^on'd by lyes ; it is in the power of 
oac peifon of this caft to fpread diflention tbrou^ 

O 3 a whole 
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a whole family^ be it ever lb numerous ; nor can 
any one be fafe in their reputation, or enjoy any 
peace of mind^ that holds acquaintance w:ItH amaa 
or woman guilty of this vice, ... \ . 

Often have we feen the moft i!ri<9 unioni 
broken, not only in friendfhip, but even in mar- 
riage, by a report without foundation. 

It is certain we have laws to punjih icandal^ 
where jt can be fully proved i but, alas ! how. 
eafy is it to traduce and e(Fe£luaI1y deftroy the' 
good charader, without faying any thip^ to incur 
the penalty : -— there are lying looks, lying nods, 
and a thoufand flgnificant geftures, which artful 
malice may put in practice, to the ruin of the 
innocent, though the tongue keeps a profound . 
filence. ! 

Where enyy or hate meets withi a naturaT! 
propenlity to lying, wliat. infinite ills are. to be ap- . 
prehended from fuch a diipofition ! But, as I look 
upon all fuch to be incorrigible by human means, 
ihall leave them to Heaven, either to be puniffi'd 
or re[orm'd>,.as dwAlflaJghfy^jWiiidom-i^ f^ 
proper. ,. .^/jj ; ^,: ^[,. •. "* ^ ,,/ : i ; 

' T'h e cnler end ^ propofe' by HiS . j;l(^ is to | 
warn thofe, who through a certain indolence, or 
wantorihefs of temper, -and without any defign ef 
doing' ifilfcnief, are apt to lard their converiation . 
with what they call little ytti, from giving wayto * 
fuch an- inclination ; -r th^y. ^:jiow not, tbem- 
felves, how far it may 'grow upon them in time 5 
and that what at prefent they pradife only as an 
amuferaent, may ^cooiea.hj^it, wbi<:h thpy will 
£nd a difficulty in. throwing of^ and fo become 
confirmed lyars without intending it. 

'^ I AM ' 
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I AM very certain, if people would once ac- 
cuftom themftlres to fpeak nothing but the truth, 
they would^ find jnuch more fati3ra(Stk)n in it, 
tfian in being applauded for inventing the moft 
diverting fi<3ion. 

Nothing? has afFbrded me more matter of. 
fiirprize, than when 1 find perfons, who are not 
addicted to lying themfelves, encourage it in 
others, and feem pleas'd at hearing what they are 
well convinced in their own minds has nothing . 
in it of fincerity : — I would have all fuch rcfledt^ 
that while they are liftening'to an untruth faid . 
of their neighbour, the^ mouth that fpeaks it is 
perhaps big with another of themfelvee, ready tO'^ 
be vented in the next company they go into. 

s 

^r Mi;sr confeft, that I have n6t the charity ta • 
believe any one can be really a lover of truth,- 
who can even fgem to take any diveriion in heaf-- 
ingitabus'd, 

•That decoruiti arid (idniplaifance, indeed, 
which thofe of the polite world tliink themfelves 
oblig'd to fcew to each other, pafles with fome 
for an excufe in dfis pointy but though I would ^ 
by no means recommend a rude contradiction, 
yet thercaremany ways to teftify one's difajppro- 
oation of fuch kind of cc^nverfation, without vio- 
lating the laws of good breeding. 

A GENTEEL raillery, which cannot give of- j 
fence, yet if play M oh a perfon of wit, will'j 
make them afliam'd of faying any thing to incur . 
it I and though I am no friend to what they call 
banter, ridicule, or irony, in any other cafe, yet 
when it is made ufe of to cure th^ faults of thofe 

O 4 p.erfon»>- 
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persons we have no authority to reproTc,. I tbidk. 
it highly laudable. 

To affeft giving credit, as fomc io, to t6c 
Bioft glaring falfhoods, is an affront to one's ovrik 
underftandiiig ; and while we countenance a lye 
in another perfon^ we give the lye to that reafan 
which was beftow'd. on us to diftinguifh i^ht frook 
wrong. 

The great prince of Cendt^ than whosinone 
that ever lived was more juftly faoEi'd for mag- 
nanimous and heroic qualities, faid to a perfon;^ 
who thought he coniplioiented him,^ by depreci-^ 
ating the merit of feme of his cotemporaries^ — — ^ 
Sir^ ifyoubaviMnyrequeJltomaieme^ come di^ 
i^e&ly to the point ; for fear the ill precedents j^ut 
Jet before ny eyes^ Jbould influence me to be gtdby of 
the fame* 

These few words were fufficient to fhew ho^ 
little he was pleas'd with hearing any thing to the 
dir3d vantage of others^ and w^ a behaviour welt 

worthy imitation. 

It is certainly very ftupid to endeavour to^ 
in^ke cfourt to one perfon by (peaking flightingjiy 
of another ; yet it is frequently done, and too* 
often with fuccefs. 

But when people not only take upon them to- 
leflen tlie merit of every great aflion, but alio to 
reprefent it in a manner quite diiFerent from the. 
truth ; I look on a lye that thus murders reputa- 
tion to deferve equal punifluneAt with a flab in th^ 
back. ' 

There are a fort of people^ who imagine'they 
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do a very good-natur'd a£lioa, when they attempt 
tt> conceal from any one the knowledge of a mif- 
fbrtune whidi they are fenftble has fallen on him, 
sftid tell him his aiFairs are in a profperous way, 
when, in effed, they are in the moft defperate. — 
Lawyers indeed tazj take this method with their 
clients, for the false of being ftill employed ; but 
when one. friend deceives another in this point, 
it is, according to my way of thinking, fo far from- 
being: kind, that it is the utmoft cruelty. 

At laft the dreadful certainty muft be reveard, 
aaid the blow will fall with the more heavy weight, 
by being fo long iufpended : — f this*, not only my 
own experience, but the obfervation of what others ^ 
liave endured, by this miftaken tendernefs^ has' 
fliUy convinced me of. 

. A PERSON of no more than common difcre* 
tlbtt may find words to foftea the moft harfli in- 
telWgence : — T would have nd one too abruptly 
nfiade acquainted with an utiexpe£ted evil, becaufe ' 
the furprize of it might be of worfe effefl: than 
the thing itfelf ^ but to keep them in a total igno- 
rtote, and flatter them with hopes, which, fooner' 
€fr later; will be proved fiftitious, will only render*' 
the misfortune more grievous in jthe end. 

This, and the ptetencc of Jceeping peace in fa- 
n^iiies, I think are the chief excufes made for un- ' 
tf uths in private lift : as for thofe of a more ptib- - 
iKi nature, they will tell you policy exa^s it from 
them ; that it is not fit the people fhduld be madp 
acquainted with what their govCfifiors are doing ;:» 
and that if fecrets of ftate wer^Monce communi- 
cated at hme^ they, would fbon be fent abroad ; ^ 
and'bythat mfeans the beft concerted • fchemea' 
lalgbt btf rendigr'd abortive. 
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It muft be owned, that diereus fomething ex- 
tremely plaufiUe in this ; and it, doubtlefs, would 
be very vinfit a cobler in his ftall fhould partake of 
the great councils of the nation: but even here, 
as I hkve already obferved in other matters^ and 
will ftill hold good in all, if what is really truth 
is unfit to be revealed, cannot it be kept private , 
without its contrary being impost upon the pub- . 
lie ? — Is there a necefHty that the pooreft man in 
any kingdom ihall be made to believe he is in 
danger, when no danger threatens ? — Or, that he 
may (it and exercife his fundion with fe^urity, 
when in fzSt there is an enemy at the gates i 

* , ■ 

In fine^ though all the truth is notonfomeoc- 
ca&ons to be made public, there certainly can be 
no emergency in any well-regulated government 
that can juftify deception. 

In privati life, a perfon who is obliged for tht 
fupport of his grandeur, or to put off* the payment 
of his debts, to little fubterfuges, and fabulous • 
pretences, is foon fufpe£led, an^ with juftice too, 
to have been guilty of'fome ill management xo 
drive him to that neceflity s or elfe that he has a 
latent and. premeditated defign to defraud the 
^orld : ^ thofe in a public capacity are certainly 
li'able to the fame cenfure ; and it is not to be 
wonder'd at, \i the coromoxialtyj. >vben it fo hap- 
pens/Jofe/orthehi all triat jcfpea their l?irth and,- 
il'ations would Qtlierwlfe dem^d.j y 

1 4 . » ' • . /J « 

Nothing^ indeed, can merit our refpeft, that 
is not dignified with virtue j nor can there beany 
real virtue without truth : — it is truth that gives 
a luflre to all other good qualities ^ and the 
man who can defcend to make a lye, on any oc- 
caHon whatever^ forfeits all his pretenfions to ho* 

noor 
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nour, courage, jood-nature, and every, other va- 
luable diftin£lion. 

1 LEFT religion out of the detail, becaufe nd-* \ 
thing can be more obvious, than that whoever is 
InJaSf a chrijiian^ dare not be guilty of efpoufing 
this vice, v^hich, even more than any other, is for- 
bidden in the gofpel : — they will remember how 
much, and how ofcen, fimplicity of heart and man- 
ners is there recommended, and who it is that fays, ' 

Let your yen y be yea \ and your nay^ nay» 

I DO not mean that affe<Sled plainnefs which • 
thb quakers fo much value themCelves upon, but 
that innate love of truth, which will not fufFer 
thofe who are poflefs'd of it to have recoiirfe to 
any evafions or artifices, to make what /j, appear • 
as if it were not i and what is not, 2ls if it were* - ' 

If report niay be dependeid upon in this point, * 
an honeft Turk pays a more &x\St obedience to the 
commands of our Saviour, .than -many of- thofe 
who pretend to believe inhim : — this is a point, ^ 
however, I ought to leave to the reverend divines, 
tind venture to give it, not only as my own opi- 
nion, but alfo that of t lie unprejudiced perfons • 
who compofe their congregations, that it better , 
would become the pulpit, than party-inveftives-^J 
of any kind whatever. 

But this is a matter out of the province of . 
the Female SpeSiator ; and what I have already * 
faid may appear to fome to have been too prefu- 
0iing: but reafon, and a juft remonflraiice, ought ' 
not to be condemned, -let it-con*c from what quar^- 
ter foever. Lying is now become in 4 nianner- 
contagious, and eve^y attempt to put'a flop to ■ 

O 6 the ^ 
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the rpreading evil, I am certain, will be well re<r 
cclved by diofe free from the lnfe^oa« 

As for thofe who are b^inning to be tainted 
with it, I would only have them afk themfelves^ 
the queftion. If after having been guilty of falfi- 
fving the truth, Aej have the fame peace in- 
tneir own breafl-s, which they enjoyM before they 
fwcrv'd from it ? — If they have not been every 
moment in fear of a detedion ? And if they have 
not felt fometimes a confcious pang for having; 
impofed on the aedulity of thofe who depended^ 
oathem? 

Whe&e there is the Icaft fenfe of hoi\our or 
of (bame renuining, this muft infallibly be the* 
cafe; and there is nothbg more demonftrates a> 
perfon to be dead to all good fentiments, than to> 
be hardened to this deteftabk vice. 

BssiDBS, there b this misfortune attends the 
Jbaving made a lye> for as nothing that is (b will 
loag remain in credit, a thoufand others muft be 
invented to excule and palliate the former ; and 
if people could but be fenfible how very foolilh . 
they look, when oblig'd to take this method of 
bringing thcmfelves off, (as it is called) the very 
vanity of appearing agreeable would keep them 
firom being guilty df what v^as fo injurious to their 
couatenances. 

A PURITY of heart, on the contrary, diffufes 
an open chearfulnefs thro' all the features, and 
gives a kind of angelic fweetnefi even to the 
ylaineft face. 

In fine, the eSe&s of truth are a happy fere* 
pMty within% and a graceful .€Oi])pofedfie& wltb^ 
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fut : — thofe of infinceritv^ a diftradion oP miady. 
and a contraded gloomy brow, which no forced 
fmiles have the f^wer to difguife." 

A PE RSOK of known veracity ffamps the fanc^ 
tlon of an oracle on every w^d he fgeaks : •— all^ 
liften to him with pleamre). and fear not to be 
called in queftion for repeatii^ any thing he tells*^ 
them : — - his finele proBiife, in any affaira he fhall 
engage in^ is of more value than all the obliga- 
tions drawn up in form bv notaries : — he is- 
nevermention'd without efteem and reverence;; 
— never feen but with delight ; — the image of* 
the Divinity fbines in him, and even of Aolc 
whomoft hate and oppugn truths are aw'd'andl 
ahaih'd before it^ 

Whereas, one who has been once detededl 
in a lye is forever after fufpe£led : -^ if any mifir- 
chief, either to fortune or reputation, has hap^- 
penM, by his having falfify'd the truth, he is 
lodc'd upon as dangerous^ and his fociety is juftly 
fhunn'd by all who would be iafe in ^either : •*«* - 
he muft have vouchers to prove whatever he al« 
ledges^ and is hateful even to thofe who are not ^ 
iefs criminal than himfelf : — if he exerts his in^ 
ventive talent only in things of no moment^ but ^ 
Bierely to pleafe his own humour^ or thofe he 
may happen to be acquainted with, like the 
gentleman I mentioned in the beginning of this 
cBkyy he is confider'd as a trifler : -— what^er 
be fays bas^ no manner of weight with thofe who 
hear it ; — he is ne^eSed when he is prefentf 
and laugh'd at when ab&nt» 

Let any mic now look upon d^efe two pte^^ 
tures, and refled within them&Ives, which^ they .. 
would wiih to bear the refemblance of ; >— fure 

Iheic 
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there are none in their right fenfes that would 
chufe the latter ! ^ 

Those mofl addi£ted to the uttering falihoods 
would doubtlefs have them believed as faAs : — * 
the charafler of probity and truth all would wifh 
to maititairt, 'though' their adions and words bear 
not tfc^ leaft likenBfs to it. — The matter is^ they 
flatter themfeives that art wiH do all for them they 
defire; and; while gratifyhig their own vicious 
propenHtj^ think that nobody diTcovers it in them. 
— But, alas ! this is a vanity which will be of 
IhorC duration ; the foul and muddy ground-work 
will appear Chro^ all the tinfell'd varnifh wit and 
eloquence can give it^- and the contempt which is 
due to it enfue. 

This; therefore, like many other irregulari- 
ties in conduct;, requires no more than a ferious 
confideration to reform in ourfelves, at leaft as to 
the generality of people: — as for thofe, indeed, 
who have long made a trade of it; and can fup- 
port thcnr exttlai^aganeies by no other way, than 
continuing ^o oblige the- patrons who employ ' 
them J they, I am afraid, muft be fet down as 
incorrigible ; no reflection of their own, no re- 
monftrance from another, will weigh againft a 
prefent intereft, or bring them back taany fenfe * 
of honour, or of virtue. 

i HOPE, -^Towever, that thJs is the cafe but of 
a few, and if evenene of the reclarmaWe is ren- 
dered fo by. what I have taken upon me to ad- 
vance, either in this, or any former eflay, neither 
my labour, nor the encouragement the public has 
given to this undertaking J will bfe wholly thrown 
away* 

And 
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And now, courteous readers, I muft acquaint 
you, that our focicty had an intention to conclude 
our lucubrations v/ith this book ; nor would the 
repeated inftances of many fubfcribers to this un- 
dertaking have prevailed with us to continue it ; 
becaufe, though we acknowledge the obligations 
^ve have to their good- nature, we knew not how 
far it might biafs them to miftake their private 
opinion for that of the town in general, and we 
ivere unwilling to be thought too tedious by any. 

That we have chang'd our minds, and con- 
tinue the fpeftatorial fundion yet a little longer, 
is owing to feme hints we have lately received 
from perfons of the moft diftinguifliM capacities, 
on fubjefls univerfally interefting, and which we 
have not yet touch'd upon, who affure us, they 
would tranfmit their fentiments to the world by 
no other canal. 

There rs alfo Juft come to hand a fecond 
letter from Philo-Natura j and another from the 
ingenious Eumenes^ with fome further account of 
the Toply Turvy ifland, both which gentlemen 
have already given fuch proofs of their abilities, 
that it would be the greatcft injuftice to the pub- 
lic to ftifle what they have been fo good to per- 
mit fhould be communicated. 

The prefent, which one who (igns himfclf 
PhilocUtes has made us, of A Mirror of trui 
Beauty, deferves our acknowledgments; and he 
may affure himfelf we fliall not fail to fet it be- 
fore the ladies the very firft opportunity, and in 
fpite of all the follies of the times, hope that there 
are ft ill a great many will fee themfelves in it 
with pleafurc. 

End of the Third Voiume. 
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